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ADVERTISEMENT, 


The Events related in the following Pages, 
naturally became a frequent fubjeft of converfation 
with my Children anrijfty Friends. They felt fo much 
fatisfa&ion at the accounts which I gave them, that 
they repeatedly urged me to commit the whole to pa- 
per ; and their afie&ionate partiality induced them to 
fuppofe, that the Narrative would be, not only agree- 
able to them, but interefting to the Public. In com- 
plying with their folicitations, I am far from being 
confident that the fuccefs of my efforts will juftify their 
hopes : I truft, however, .that too much will not be 
expe&ed, in regard to literary compofition, from a 
perfon whofe life has been principally devoted to the 
duties of a Soldier and the fervice of his Country — 
and that a fcrupulous adherence to Truth will com- 
penfate for many blemifhes in Ityle and arrangement. 
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A 


JOURNEY TO INDIA, &c. 


LETTER I. 


My dear Frederick* 

The tenderncfs of a fond father’s heart admoniflies 
me, that I Ihould but poorly requite the affedtionate folicitude 
you have fo often expreffed, to become acquainted with the 
particulars of my journey over land to India, if I any longer with- 
held from you an account of that Angular and eventful period of 
my life. I confefs to you, my dear boy, that often when I have 
endeavoured to amufe you with the leading incidents and extra- 
ordinary viciffitudcs of fortune which chequered the whole of that 
lcries of adventures, and obferved the eager attention with which, 
young though you were, you liftened to the recital, the tender 
fenlibility you dilclofcd at fome paflages, and the earnelt delire you 

A exprefl’cd 
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exprefled that “ JT /ho it Id the ivliote relate," 1 have felt an ahnof! 
irrcMible impulfe to indulge you with an accurate and faithful nar- 
rative, and have more than one? fat down at my bureau for the pur- 

IK 

pofe : but fober and deliberate reflection fuggefted that it was too 
foon, and that, by complying with your defire at l'uch, a. very early 
period of your life, I Ihould but render the great end that I propofed 
by it abortive, fruftrate the inftrudtion which I meant to convey, 
and imprefe the mere incident on yojjr memory, while the moral 
deducible from it muft neceflarily evaporate, and leave no trace, 
or rather excite no idea, in a mind not fufficiently matured for the 
conception of abftradl principles, or prepared by practice for the 
deduction of moral inferences. 

I am aware that there are many people, who, contemplating 
only the number of your days, would confider my undertaking 
this arduous talk, and offering it to your refledtion, even now, 
premature : but this is a fubjedt on which I have fo long and fo 
deliberately dwelt, which I have difeufled with fo much care, and 
examined with fuch impartiality, that I think I may be acquitted 
of vanity, though I fay I am competent to form a judgment 
on it. The relult of that judgment is, that I am determined to 
indulge you without further delay; and I truft that you will 
not, on your part, render it an empty indulgence, but, on the 
contrary, by turning every circumftance to its belt ufe, by con- 
verting every feeling which thefe pages may excite in your 
heart into matter of ferious reflexion, and by making every 

event 



( 3 ) 


event (as it happens to deferve) an example to promote cither 
emulation on the one hand, or circumipeClion and caution on 
the other, juftify me in that opinion of you on which I found 
this determination. 

I remember, that when, at an early age, I entered upon that 
ilage of claffical education at which you are now, at an earlier age, 
arrived — I mean, the /Eneid — I was not only captivated with 
the beautiful ftory of th^ Hyro, in the fecond Book, but drew 
certain inferences from parts of it, which I fliall never forget, and 
which afterwards ferved to give a direction to the growth of my 
fentiments on occafions of a fimilar nature : above all, the filial 
piety of /Eneas made a deep impreffion on my mind, and, by im- 
perceptibly exciting an emulation in my bofom, augmented con- 
fiderably the natural warmth of my affeCtion and refped for my 
father. It is under the recollection of this fenfation, and a firm 
perfuafion that your heart is fully as fufceptible of every tender 
impreflion, and your underftanding as fit for the reception of ufeful 
hiftory, as mine was then, that I overlook your extreme youth, 
and write to you as though you were an adult. If there be a tiling 
on earth of which I can boaft a perfect knowledge, it is my 
Frederick’s heart : it has been the objeCt of my uninterrupted 
ftudy almoft fince it was firft capable of manifefling a fenfation ; 
and, if I am not very much miftaken in it indeed, the lively intereft 
he feels in the occurrences of his father’s life, is the refult, not 
of idle curiofity, but unbounded filial affeCtion. Such an amiable 
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motive /hall not be disappointed in its end; and while I difeharge 
the duty of a parent in gratifying it, I Shall be encouraged and 
(ultained under my labours by the fanguine expectation, that he 
will derive from my exertions the molt folid advantageflfcn his 
future progrefs through life. As thofe advantages are expected 
alfo to extend to my dear boy John, whofe tender years difqualify 
him from making the fame immediate reflections on the various 
fubjeCts as they occur, my Fredei^ic£ will perceive that it be- 
comes his duty, not only as a good Son, but as an affectionate 
brother, to aSfilt and enforce them upon his mind, to explain to 
him the difficulties, and furnifh him with his reafonings and in- 
ferences on them, fo as that they may make, as nearly as poffible, 
equal imprelfions on the heart and understanding of both. 

“ Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum 

And though few have the felicity to be warned by other men’s 
misfortunes or faults, becaufe they Seldom make deep impreflions 
on their feelings, I am convinced that my Sufferings and errors, 
as they will intereft my Frederick’s heart, and gratify his cu- 
rio fity, cannot fail to enlarge his underftanding, and improve his 
conduct. 

I am my dear Frederick’s, &c. 

D. C. 
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LETTER II. 


Having, in compliance with your reiterated felicita- 
tions, determined to give ydu a narrative of my journey to the 
Eail Indies, and the Angular turns of fortune which befel me there, 
I think it necelfary, on reflection, to prepare you ftill further for 
the reception of it, by propofing certain terms to be fulfilled on 
your part ; and as, in my laid, I told you that I expeCted you, 
and, with your affiftance, your brother, to turn my relation to a 
more ufeful account than the gratification of mere idle curiofity, 
by letting the moral deducible from my errors and misfortunes 
ftrike deep and take root in your mind — fo there are other things, 
which, though not fo extremely important, are too weighty to 
be negleCted; to which I defire to direCt your attention. 

I believe you muft have already perceived, that the wellbeing 
of your felf and you r brother is my fir ft — I might , perhaps, with- 
out trefpafiing much upon truth, fay, my only objcft in life ; 
that, to the care of your education, and the cultivation of .your 
mind, I exclufively devote my time and my thoughts ; and that, 
to infure your future happinefs, I would facrifice every thing I 
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have a right to difpofe of, and rifk even life itfelf. The time, 
I truft, is not far diftant, when your brother will be as well qua- 
lified to underrtand this as you are now-— when both will feel alike 
the important duty it enforces on you— and when your orij^emu- 
lation will be, who i. hall produce the mod luxuriant harvefb to 
reward the labours I have taken — to reward yourfelves. 

In order, therefore, on my part, to give every thing I do a tendency 
to the great objed of my withes, and .induce you, onyour’s, to con- 
tribute your fliare to it, I fhall give you, as I proceed in my narrative, 
a topographical defeription of the various Countries through which 
I fhall have occafton to condud you, and, as concifely as may be, 
an account of their manners, policy, and municipal inftitutions, fo 
far as I have been able to colled them j which I hope will ferve to 
awaken inyou a thirft for thofe indifpenfable parts of polite education. 
Geography and Hiftory. I exped that you will carefully attend to 
thole fciences, and that you will not fuffer yourfelf, as you read my 
Letters, to be carried away by the rapid ftream of idle curiofity 
from incident to incident, without time or difpofition for refledion : 
you muft take excurfions, as you go along, from my Letters to 
your Geographical Grammar and your Maps— and, when neccf- 
fary, call in the aid of your Tutor, in order to compare my ob- 
lcrvations with thofe of others on' the fame places, and by thofe 
means to acquire as determinate an idea as poffible of their local 
fit nation, laws, and comparative advantages, whether of Nature 
or Art. You will thus enable yourfelf hereafter to confider how 
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Society is influenced, and why fome Communities are better di- 
redied than others. 

Here I muft obferve to you, that as Geography is a fcience 
to wh^h rational converfation, as fupported by Gentlemen of 
breeding and education, moll frequently refers, the lead: ignorance 
of it is continually liable to detedion, and, when deteded, fubjeds 
a man to the mod mortifying ridicule and contempt. 

The ingenious Georg fc Alexander Steevens has, in his 
celebrated Lcdiure upon Heads, given a moll ludicrous in/lance of 
this fpecies of ignorance, in the character of a Citizen, who, 
cenfuring the incapacity of Minifters, propofes to carry on the 
War on a new plan of his own. The plan is, to put the Troops 
in cork jackets — fend them, thus equipped, to fea — and land 
them in the Mediterranean ; When his companion alks him where 
that place lies, he calls him fool, and informs him that the 
Mediterranean is the Capital of Conftantinople. Thus, my dear 
fon, has this fatirift ridiculed ignorance in pretenders to education j 
and thus will every one be ridiculous who betrays a deficiency in 
this very indifpenfable ingredient in forming the charadter of 
a Gentleman. But a dory which I heard from a perfon of 
ftridt veracity, will ferve more ftrongly to Ihew you the lhame 
attendant on ignorance of thofe things which, from our rank, we 
are fuppofed to know ; and as the fear of lhame never fails to 
operate powerfully on a generous mind, I am fure it will ferve to 
alarm you into induftry, and application to your ftudies. 
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During the late American War, about that period when theKiNc 
of France was, fo fatally for himfelf, though perhaps in the end 
it may prove fortunate for the interefts of Mankind, manifefting an 
intention to interfere and join the Americans, a worthy Alderman 
in Dublin, reading the newfpaper, obferved a paragraph, inti- 
mating, that in confequence of Britilh cruifers having flopped fome 
French vefl'els at fea, and fearchcd them, France had taken umbrage ! 
The fagacious Alderman, more patriotic than learned, took the 
alarm, and proceeded, with the paper in his hand, directly to a 
brother of the Board, and, with unfeigned forrow, deplored the 
lofs his Country had fuftained, in having a place of fuch confe- 
quence as Umbrage ravilhed from it !— defiring, of all things, 
to be informed in what part of the world Umbrage lay. To this 
the other, after a torrent of invedtive againft Minifters, and con- 
dolence with his afflidted friend, anfwered that he was utterly un- 
able to tell him, but that he had often heard it mentioned, and 
of courfe conceived it to be a place of great importance •, at the 
fame time propofing that they lhould go to a neighbouring Book- 
feller, who, as he dealt in Books, mull neceflarily know every 
thing, in order to have this gordian knot untied. They accord- 
ingly went ; and having propounded the queflion, “ what part of 
the globe Umbrage lay in ?” the Bookfeller took a Gazetteer, and, 
having fearched it diligently, declared that he could not find it, 
and laid he was almoit lure there was no fuch place in exiftence. 
To this the two Aldermen, with a contemptuous fneer, anfwered 
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by triumphantly reading the paragraph out of the newfpaper. 
The Bookfeller, who was a fhrjpd fellow, and, like moil of his 
Countrymen, delighted in a jeft, gravely replied, that the Gazetteer 
being an old edition, he .could not anfwer for it, but that he lup- 
pofed Umbrage lay fomewhere on the coaft of America. With this 
the wife Magiftrates returned home, partly fatisfied : but what 
words can exprefs their chagrin when they found their error— 
that the unlucky Bookfeller had fpread the ftory over the City— 
that the newfpapers were filled with fatirical fquibs upon it — nay, 
that a caracature print of themfelves leading the City-watch to 
the retaking of, Umbrage , was ftuck up in every fliop — and finally, 
that they could fcarcely (albeit Aldermen) walk the ftreets, 
without having the populace fneer at them about the taking of 
Umbrage ! 

Thus, my child, will every one be more or lefs ridiculous who 
appears obvioufly ignorant of. thofe things which, from the rank 
he holds in life, he Ihould be expedted to know, or to the know- 
ledge of which vanity or petulance may tempt him to pretend. 

I am lure I need not fay more to you on this fubjedt ; for I think 
you love me too well to difappoint me in the firll wifli of my heart, 
and I believe you have too much manly pride to fufter fo degrading 
a defedt as indolence to expofe you hereafter to animadverfion or 
contempt. Remember, that as nothing in this life, however trivial 
or worthlefs, is to be procured without labour — fo, above all 
others, the weighty and invaluable treafures of erudition are only 
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to be acquired by exertions vigoroully made and unremittingly 
continued. 

“ Quid munus Republics majus aut melius afferre polTumus 
<* quam fi juventutem bene erudiamus.’ —Thus laid the matchlels 
Tully. If, then, the education of youth interefts fo very deeply 
a State, can it lefs powerfully intereft him who Hands in the two- 
fold connexion of a Citizen and Parent ? It is the lively anxiety 
pf my mind, on this point, that obliges me to procraftinate the 
commencement of my narrative to another Letter, and induces 
me to entreat that you will, in the mean time, give this the 
coniideration it defervcs, and prepare your mind to follow its in - 
(Irudions. 


LETTER III. 


Jf \ variety of unpropitious circumftances gave rile to 
my journey to the Eaft Indies, while domeftic calamity marked 
my departure, and, at the very outfet, gave me a fbretafte of 
thofe miferies which Fate had referved to let fall upon me in the 
fequel. The channels from which I drew the means of fupporting 
my family in that ftyle which their rank and connections obliged 
them to maintain, were clogged by a coincidence of events as 
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unlucky as unexpected : the War in India had interrupted the 
regular remittance of my property from thence : a fevere Ihock 
which unbounded generofity and beneficence had given to the 
affairs of my father, rendered him incapable of maintaining his ufual 
punctuality in the payment of the income he had afligned me ; 
and, to crown the whole, I had been deprived, by death, of two 
lovely children (your brother and filler), whom I loved not lefs 
than I have fince loved yo^ and your brother. 

It was under the preflure’of thofe accumulated afflictions, ag- 
gravated by the goading thought of leaving my family for fuch a 
length of time as mull neceffarily elapfe before I could again fee 
them, that I fet out for India in the month of May, in the year 
i/8 1, with a heart overwhelmed with woe, and too furcly pre- 
didive of misfortunes. 

From the gloomy cave of dcprefiion in which my mind was 
funk, I looked forward, to feek, in the future, a gleam of comfort 
— but in vain : not a ray appeared— Melancholy had thrown her 
fombre lhadow on the whole. Even prefent affliction yielded 
up a (hare of my heart to an unaccountable difmal prefentimcnt 
of future ill ; and the dil'afters and difappointments I had palled, 
were loll and forgotten in ominous forebodings and inltinCtive 
prelages of thofe that were to come. 

Of all the weaknefles to which the human mind is fubjedt, fu- 
perltition is that again 11 which I would have you guard with the 
utmoll vigilance. It is the moll incurable canker of the mind. 
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Under its unrelenting dominion, happinels withers, the under- 
(landing becomes oblcured, and every principle of joy is blafted. 
For this reafon I wifl^to account for thofe' prefages, by referring 
them to their true phyfical caules, in order thereby to prevent 
your young mind from receiving, from what I have written, any 
injurious imprellion, or ihperfkitious idea of j>/ 'r/iv/Z W/t’fl/, as it is 
fafhiona bly denominated. 

If the mind of Man be examined, it will be found naturally 
prone to the contemplation of the future — its flights from hope 
to hope, or fear to fear, leading it infenfibly from objedts prefent 
and in pofleflion, to thofe remote and in expectation— from pofi- 
tive good to fuppofitious better, or from adtual melancholy to 
imaginary misfortune. In thefe cafes, the mind never fails to fee 
the profpedt in colours derived from the medium through which 
it is viewed and 1 exaggerated by the magnifying power of fancy. 
Thus my mind, labouring under all the unealinefs I have deferibed, 
faw every thing through the gloomy medium of melancholy, 
and, looking forward, foreboded nothing but misfortune : accident 
afterwards fulfilled thofe forebodings ; but accident, nay, the niofl 
trifling change of circumftances, might poflibly have fo totall} 7, 
changed the face of my fubfequent progrefs, that good* fortune, 
inftead of mifadventure, might have been my lot, and fo all my 
foreboding been as illufory and fallible as all fuch phantoms of the 
imagination really are. Thus I argue now — and I am fure I argue 
truly ; but if realon be not timely called in, and made, as it were, 
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an habitual inmate, it avails but little againft the overbearing force 
of fuperftition, who, when Ihe once gets poflefiion of the mind, 
holds her feat with unrelenting tenacity, anjjt, calling in a whole 
hod: of horrors, with defpair at their head, to her aid, entrenches 
hcrfelf behind their formidable powers, and bids defiance to the 
aflhults of veafon. 

Thus it fared with me — Under the dominion of gloomy pre- 
fentiment, I left London ^ and my journey down to Margate , 
where I was to take fhipping, ' was, as Shakspeare emphatically 
fays, “ a phantafm, or a hideous dream— and my little ftatc of 
“ Man fuffered, as it were, the nature of an infurredtion - 
the chaos within me forbade even the approach of diferiminate 
reflexion ; and I found myfelf on board the Packet, bound to 
Oftend, without having a lingle trace left upon my mind, of the 
intermediate ftages and incidents that happened iince I had left 
London. 

It has been obferved — and I wilh you always to carry it in 
memory, as one of the bell confolations under affliction— that 
human fufferings, like all other things, find their vital principle 
exhaufted, and their extinction accelerated, by overgrowth ; and 
that, at the moment when Man thinks himfelf moll miferablc, 
a benignant Providence is preparing relief, in fume form or other, 
for him. So it, in fome fort, happened with me ; for I was for- 
tunate enough to find in the Packet a fellow-palTenger, whofe 
valuable converfation and agreeable manners beguiled me infenfibly 
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of the gloomy contemplation in which I was abforbed, and afforded 
my tortured mind a temporary fufpenfion of pain. This Gentleman 
was General Lockhart : he was going to Bruffels, to pay his 
court to the EmpeHr Joseph the Second, who was then fhortly 
expected in the Low Countries, in order to go through the cere- 
monies of his Inauguration. As Bruffels lay in my way, I was 
flattered with the hopes of having for a companion a Gentleman 
at once fo pleafing in his manners and refpedtable in his ch a rafter, 
and was much comforted when I found him as much difpofed as 
myfelf to an agreement to travel the whole of the way thither 
together. Thus, though far, very far from a ftatc of cafe, I was, 
when landing at Offend, at leaft lefs miferable than at my coming 
on board the Packet. 

As this Letter is already fpun to a length too great to admit of 
any material part of the defeription I am now to give you of Offend, 
and the Country to which it belongs, I think it better to poftpone 
it to my next, which I mean to devote entirely to that fubjedl, 
and thereby avoid the confufion that arifes from mixing two fub- 
jefts in the fame Letter, or breaking off the thread of one in order 
to make way for the other. 

Adieu, my dear boy ! — Forget not your brother John. That 
you may both be good and happy, is all the wifli now left to, &c. • 
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LETTER IV. 


1 hat Country to which I am now to call your atten- 
tion — I mean, the Netherlands — is marked by a greater number 
of political changes, and harrafled by a more continued train of 
military operations, than perhaps any Country in the records of 
Modern Hiltory. It may truly be called the Cockpit Royal of 
Eurbpe, on which Tyrants, as ambition, avarice, pride, caprice, 
or malignity, prompted them, pitted thoufands, and hundreds of 
thoufands, of their fellow-creatures, to cut each other’s throats 
about fome point, frivolous as regarding thcmfelves, unimportant 
to Mankind, and only tending to gratify a diabolical lull for do- 
minion : Yet, under all thefe difadvantages, (fuch are the natural 
qualities of this Country), it has, till lately, been in a tolerably 
flouridling date •, and would, under good government and proper 
proteftion, equal any part of Europe for richnefs. 

Flanders, Brabant, and the Country now called the United 
Netherlands, were in general known by the name of Netherlands, 
Low Countries, or Pais-bas, from their lituation, as it is fuppofed, 
in relpeft of Germany. Anciently, they formed a part of Bclgic 
Gaul, of which you may remember to have read an account in 
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the Conmemmes of Julios Clesah, who defalks the ink*. 
rs as the mod valiant of all the Gallic Nations— " Hawn, 
■■ omnium Beige hunt fortitlimi. " They afterwards were Abjedl 
to petty Princes , and made part of the German. Empire ; and , in 
the iixteenth century, became fubjeft to Charles the Fifth of 
the Iloufe of Auftria; but, being oppreffed beyond endurance by 
his fon, Philip the Second of Spain, (that blind and furious 
bigot), they openly revolted— flew to arms toaflert their freedom; 
and, after a druggie as glorious in effedt as virtuous in principle—* 
after performing prodigies of valour, and exhibiting examples of 
fortitude, to which none but men fighting in the Godlike Caufe 
of Liberty are competent — led on by the wifdom and valour 
of the Prince of Orange, and afiifted by the Sovereign of 
Great Britain— they at length fo far fucceeded, that thofc 
now called the United Netherlands, entered into a folemn league, 
and forced the gloomy Tyrant to acknowledge their independence. 
But that part to which I am now particularly to allude, continued 
annexed to the Houfe of Auftria. In 1787, they revolted, and 
made a temporary ftruggle to difengage themfelves from the do- 
minion of the Emperor ; but, owing to fome cabals ameng 
themielves, and the temperate condudt of that Prince, they again 
returned to their allegiance, and were rewarded with a general 
amnefty. In 1792, they were over-run by the French Army 
under General Dumourier — opened their arms to thofe Re- 
publicans, and were rewarded for it by oppreflion, tyranny, and 
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rujuftice. The French, however, were driven back out of the 
Country ; and, wonderful to relate , they again received their old 
Mailer, the Empf.ror, with ilrong dcmoqtlrations of joy, and 
ma nifeded their loyalty and attachment to him by every expref- 
ihn that abjed hypocrify could fugged:. 

a O ! how unlike their Bclgic Sires of old ! ” 

Here, could I flop with ftri<ft jufticc, I would— -But, behold! 
the French again came ; again they opened their gates to receive 
them ; and again they were, with tenfold fury and rapacity, pil- 
laged, oppreffed, and infulted; and at the very time I am writing 
this, the Guillotine is doing its office— -enforcing the payment of 
the moil exorbitant and enormous contributions, and compelling, 
it is faid, one hundred thoufand of the ill-fated inhabitants to take 
the field, as foldiers of the Republic. 

Human opinion is fo chequered and uncertain, that two very 
honeft men may in certain cafes ad: in du£*d contradiction and 
hoftility to each other, with the very bed intentions— He, therefore, 
muft have but a cold heart, and a contraded underftanding, who 
cannot forgive the man that ads in fuch cafes erroneoully, when 
he ads from the exad didates of his opinion, and upon the prin- 
ciple which he has confcientioufly adopted : but when a whole 
People are feen whifking about with every guft of fortune, and 
making a new principle for every new point of convenience, we 
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mull defpife them even when they happen to ad right, and can 
fcarcely afford them fo much as pity in their calamities. The 
Auftrian Netherlands are now in that Hate j and, without prefuming 
to fay in which of their tergiverfations they were right, I will 
venture to pronounce that they deferve punilhment, and I believe 
they are in hands very likely to give them their due. 

To return — Oftend is a fea-port of Auftrian Flanders, and is 
fituated in the Liberty of Bruges. It was, at one time, the ftrongeft 
town in Flanders : but a double ditch and ramparts, which con- 
ftituted its ftrength, are now deftroyed ; and in the place where 
> the former ftood, docks, or rather bafons, extremely capacious 
and commodious, are formed, for the reception of {hipping. The 
ground about the town is very low and mar Ihy, and cut into a 
number of £ne canals — into fome of which, 1 hips of the large ll 
fize may enter — and in one of which, veffels of great burthen 
may ride, even clofe to Bruges. The harbour here is fo fortunately 
circumlbmced, that it was once thought, by Engineers, entirely 
fecure from a blockade , and its priftine ftrength can in no way be 
fo well deferibed, as by a relation of the defence it made in the 
four firft years of the feventeenth century— though, near the clofe 
of the fifteenth, it was no better than an infignificant lifhing town. 

It held out againft the Spaniards for three years, two months and ‘ 
lixteen days. Eighty thoufandmen loft their lives before it, while 
fifty thoufand were killed or died within. It at laft furrendered, 
ut on good terms j and not for want of men or proviiions, but 
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for want of ground to ftandon, which the enemy took from them, 
at an amazing lofs, ftep byftep, till they had not room left for men 
to defend it. Three hundred thoufand cannon-balls, of thirty 
pounds weight each, were fired againft it ■, and the befieged often 
filled up the breaches made in their ramparts with heaps of dead 
bodies. 

Such, my dear boy, are the miracles that men, animated 
with the all-fubduing fpirit of Liberty, can perform — Liberty! 
that immediate jewel of the foul — that firft moving principle of 
all the animal creation — which, with equal power, influences the 
bird to beat the cage with its wings, and the lion to tear the bars *> 
of his imprifonment — the infant to fpring from the tender con- 
finement of its nurfe, and the lean and fhrivelled pantaloon to 
crawl abroad, and fly the warmth and repofe of his wholefome 
chamber— Liberty ! which, for centuries enthralled by artifice 
and fraud, or lulled into a dumber by the witching fpirit ofPrieR- 
craft, now rifes like a giant refreshed with wine — in its great efforts 
for emancipation, deftroys and overturns iy items — but, when find- 
ing no refinance, and matured by time, will, I fincerely hope, fink 
appeafed into a generous calm, and become the blefling, the guardian 
and protestor of Mankind ! 

It is your good fortune, my dear children, to be born at a time 
when Liberty feems to be well underflood in your own Country, 
and is univerfally the prevalent paffion of men. It is almofl need- 
lefs, therefore, for me to exhort you to make it the groundwork 
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of your political morality : but let me remind you to guard, above 
all, againll the dclpotifm of certain Tyrants, to whom many of the 
greateft advocates for Liberty are flrangely apt to {about I mean, 
your pa/lions. Of all other Tyrants, they are the moll fnbtle, the 
mod bewitching, the mod overbearing, and, what is worfe, the 
moil cruel. Beneath the domination of other Defpots, tranquillity 
may alleviate the weight of your chains, and foften oppreffion ; 
but when once you become the Have of your pafiions, your peace 
is for ever fled, and you live and die* in unabating mifery. 


LETTER V. 


1 he pride of the Engliih is remarked all over the globe, 
even to a proverb ! But pride is a word of fuch dubious meaning, 
fo undefined in its fenfe, and drained to fuch various imports, that 
you Avail hear it violently execrated by one, and warmly applauded 
by another — this denouncing it as a fin of the fird magnitude, 
and that maintaining it to be the mod vigilant guardian of human 
virtue. Thofe differences in opinion arife not from any defedt in • 
the intellects of either, but from each viewing the fubjeCt in that 
one point in which it fird drikes his eye, or bed fuits his tade, his 
feeling, or his prejudices. I have no doubt, however, but a full 
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confideration of the fubjed would (hew, that pride, as it is called,, 
is only good or bad as the objed from which it arifes is mean or 
magnificent , culpable or meritorious . That noble pride which 
Simulates to extraordinary ads of gcncrofity and magnanimity, 
iiich as, in many in fiances, has diflinguilhed, above all others, the 
Nobility of Spain, exads the homage and admiration of Mankind: 
But I fear very much that our Englifh pride is of another growth, 
and fmells too rankly of that overflrained commercial fpirit which 
makes the bafis of the prefeht grandeur of Great Britain, but 
which, in my humble judgment, raifes only to debafe her-— by 
flow, fubtlc degrees, poifons the national principle, cnllavcs the 
once bold fpirit of the People, detrads from their real folid felicity, 
and, by confounding the idea of national wealth with that of na- 
tional profperity, leads it in rapid flrides to its downfall. In fhort, 
we are approaching, I fear, with -daily accelerated fteps, to the 
dilpolition and fordid habits of the Dutch, of whom Dodor Gold- 
smith fo very pertinently and truly fpeaks, when he fays, 

w Ev’n Liberty itfclf is barter'd here ! '* 

Without leading your mind through a maze of difquifition on 
this fubjed, which might fatigue with abflrufenefs and prolixity, 

• I will bring you back to the point from which the matter darted, 
and content myfelf with remarking, that the pride of the Englifh, 
fpeaking of it as a part of the national charader, is the meanell of 
all pride. The inflation of bloated, overgrown wealth, an over- 
weening 
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-weening affedion for money, an idolatrous worihip of gain, 
have abfolutely confounded the general intelled, and warped the 
judgment of the many to that excefs, that, in eftimating men or 
things, they refer always to “ what is he worth ?” or, " what will 
it fetch ?” This fordid habit of thinking was finely hit off by a 
keen fellow, the native of a neighbouring Kingdom, who, for 
many years, carried on bufmefs in London, and failed — Sitting 
one day in a coifee-houfc in the City, where fome wealthy Citizens 
were difcutUng a fubjedt not entirely unconnected with cafh con- 
cerns, one of them obferving him rather attentive to their conver- 
sion, turned to him, and faid, “ What is your opinion. Sir, of 
the matter?” — ** 's blood. Sir !” returned he, pecvifhly, “ what 
opinion can a man have in this Country, who has not a guinea in 
his pocket ?” 

Under the influence of all the various caprices infpired by this 
unhappy purfe-pride, I am fbrry to fay our Countrymen do, when 
they go abroad, fo play the fool, that they are univerfally flattered 
and defpifed, pillaged and laughed at, by all perfbns with whom 
they have any dealing. In France, Mi Lor Anglois is, or at leaf! 
was, to have fix times as great a profufion of every thing as am r 
other perfon, and pay three hundred per cent, more for it ; and 
the worlt of it was, that a Mi Lor was found fo conducive to their 
intereft, that they would not, if they could help it, fufter any 
Englifhman to go without a .title — nay, would fometimes, with 
kindly compulflon, force him to accept of it, whether he would 


or 



( 23 ) 


or not : but if an Englifhman be, above all others, the objed of 
impofition in foreign countries, certainly none pillage him fo un- 
mercifully as his own Countrymen who are fettled there. In all 
the places through which I have travelled, I have had occalion to 
remark (and the remark has been amply verified by every Gen- 
tleman I have ever converfed with on the fubjett), that the moft 
extravagant houfes of entertainment are thofe kept by English- 
men. At O/lend, as well -as other places, it was fo : therefore, 
as economy, when it does not trefpafs upon the bounds of genteel 
liberality, is the belt fecurity for happinefs and refped, I advife 
you, whenever you lhall have occafion to vifit the Continent, in 
the • firft place to avoid all appearance of the purfe -proud often- 
tation of John Bull ; and, in the next place, to avoid all Englilh 
houfes of entertainment. 

It is a Angular circumftance, and belongs, I fhould fuppofe, 
peculiarly to Oftend, that the charity-children of the town are 
permitted to come on board the veflels arrived, to beg of the paf- 
fengers, one day in the week. 

Before I bid adieu to Oftend, I muft remark one heavy difad- 
vantage under which it labours — the want of frefti water j all they 
ufe being brought from Bruges. In going from Oftend to Bruges, 
a traveller has it in his choice to go by land, or water — If by land, 
he gets a good voiture for about ten Ihillings of our money ; the 
road is about fourteen or fifteen miles — If by water (the mode 
which I adopted, as by for the cheapeft and the pleafanteft), he 
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travels in a vcfiel pretty much refembling our Lord Mayor's barge, 
fometimes called a trackfchuyt, but often le berque, or barke : 
it is, in truth, fitted up in a ftyle of great neatnefs, if not elegance ; 
ftored with a large ftock of provifions and refreflnnents of all kinds, 
and of fuperior quality, for the accommodation of the paflengers ; 
and has, particularly, a very handfome private room between decks, 
for the company to retire to, in order to drink tea, coffee, &c. &c. 
or play at cards. In this comfortable,* I might fay, delightful ve- 
hicle, as perfectly at eafe as lying on a couch in the beft room in 
London, are palfengers drawn by two horfes, at the rate of about 
four miles an hour, for about ten pence, the fame length of way that 
it would coll ten lliillings to be jumbled in a voiture over a rough 
paved road. 

The country between Oflend and Bruges is very level, and of 
courfe deftitute of thofe charms to a mind of tafte, which abound 
in countries tolled by the hand of Nature into hill, dale, mountain 
and valley : the whole face of it, however, is, or at leaft then 
was, in fo high a Hate of cultivation, and lb deeply enriched by 
the hands of art and indultry, aided by the natural fertility of the 
foil, that its appearance, though far from ftriking or delightful, 
was by no means unpleafant ; and on approaching the town of 
Bruges, we paffed between two rows of trees, beautiful, fhady, 
and of lofty fize — forming, with the furrounding objedts, a feene, 
which, if not romantic, was at leall pidturefque. 
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In paffing through Countries groaning beneath the defpotic 
fcourge of unlimited Monarchy, where fubfidies are raifed, and 
taxes laid on ad libitum — where guilty diftruft and fufpicion, with 
the eyes of a lynx and the fangs of a harpy, {land fentinels at every 
gate, to fcrutinize the harmlefs paffenger, awake him to the clanks 
of his fetters, and awe him into compliance, a free-born Briton 
feels a cold horror creep through his whole frame : his foul re- 
coils at the gloomily ferocious and infolently Arid examination, 
with which a fentinel, at the entry of a town, flops, inveftigates, 
demands a paflport ; and, in fhort, puts him, pro tempore, in a 
ftate of durance, with all its hideous formalities and appendages, 
its gates, its bars, its armed ruffians, its formal profeflions of laws, 
and its utter violation of reafon and of juftice. Entering the town 
of Bruges, we were flopped by a fentinel, who, with all the faucy, 
fwaggering air of authority, of a flave in office, demanded to know, 
whether we had any contraband goods ? whether we were in any 
military capacity ? whence we came ? and whither we were going ? 
with a variety of other interrogatories, to my mind equally imper- 
tinent and deteftable, but which feemed to make no greater im- 
preflion on the good Flemings themfelves, than demanding the 
toll at a turnpike-gate would make on an Englifh waggoner. 

Talking over this fubjed, fince that time, with a Gentleman 
who is well acquainted with all thofe places, he informed me, that 
in the war between the Emperor and the States General, fome 
French officers, travelling through Flanders to join Count Mail- 

D 


I.EBOIS, 



( 2<7 ) 


lebois, were Hopped at the gate of Bruges, and, by order of the 
Emperor, font to his army, turned into the ranks, and obliged to 
do duty as common foldiers. — Here, my dear Frederick, was 
an ad, not only defpotic in itfelf, but aggravated by circumftances 
of collateral profligacy, of fuch enormous magnitude as bids de- 
fiance to all power of amplification, and leaves eloquence hopelefs 
of deferibing it with greater force than it derives from a Ample 
narration of the fad : on the one hand, the inroad upon the juft 
perfonal rights of the individual ; on the other, the rights of a 
Nation violated. Some men in England, judging from their own 
conftitutional fecurity, may difbelieve the fad : but let them con- 
fider, that the Marquis de la Fayette, an alien, taken upon 
neutral ground, is now, even now, held in illegal, unjuft thral- 
dom and perfecution — let them, I fay, remember this, and let 
their incredulity ceafe. 

filefs your ftars, my dear boy, that you were born in a Country 
where fuch outrages as thefe can never be perpetrated by any, and 
will never be approved of but by a few . 
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LETTER VI. 


In my laft, I carried you part a ferocious, impertinent 
fentinel, into the town of Bruges ; and now, having got you there, 
I mud endeavour, from the loofe materials I have been able to 
colled, to give you a Ihort defcription of it. 

I had heard much of Bruges, its grandeur and its opulence ; 
you will guefs my furprife then, when, on entering it, I found 
nothing but an old-falhioned, ill-built, irregular town ; the ftreets, 
in general, narrow and dirty, and moll of the houfes llrongly ex- 
prelfive of poverty and fqualid wretchednefs : yet this was an- 
ciently a moll flourilhing city. Did the difference between the 
town at this time, and its Hate as it is reprel'ented of old, confill only 
in its external appearance, we might readily account for that, in the 
great improvements made by the Moderns in the art of houfe-build- 
ing } but its prefent inferiority goes deeper, and is the refultof de- 
parted commerce — commerce, that fluctuating will-with-a-wifp, 
that leads States in hot purfuit after it, to entrap them ultimately 
into mires and precipices, and which, when caught, Hays till it 
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cxtinguiihes the fpirit of Freedom in a Nation, refines its People 
Into feeble flares, and there leaves them to poverty and contempt. 

Perhaps there is no fuhjccl that affords an ampler held for a 
fpeculative mind to expatiate upon, than the various, and, I may 
fay, incongruous revolutions which have chequered the progrefs 
of human fociety from the hrft records of Hihory down to the 
prefcnt time. It is indeed a fpeculation which not only tends to 
improve the underftanding, by calling* in experience to corredt 
the illullons of theory, but is highly inftrudtive in a moral point 
of view, by pointing out the inftahility of the very beft ftridhires 
of human wifdom, and teaching us how little reliance is to be 
placed upon human cafualties, or earthly contingencies. Look 
to Greece, once the fountain-head of Arts, Eloquence, and 
Learning, and the mother of Freedom — her Poets, her Legi- 
flators, her Soldiers, and her Patriots, even to this day conlidered 
the brigheft examples of earthly glory ! — fee her now funk in 
flavery, ignorance, floth, and imbecillity, below any petty Nation 
of Europe. Look to Rome — in her turn, the queen of Arms 
and Arts, the land of Liberty, the nurfe of Heroes — the ftage 
on which inflexible Patriots, accomplilhed Philofophers, and a free 
People, adted for centuries a drama that elevated Man almofl: above 
his nature !— fee her now reduced to the laft ftage of contempti- 
bility — even below it, to ridicule and laughter-— fwayed by the 
moll contemptible impolture, and funk into the molt defpicable 
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enflavement, both of perfon and opinion — the offices of her glo- 
rious Senate performed by a kind of heteroclite being, an herma- 
phroditical impofror, who, deducing his right from the very dregs 
and offscourings of fuperffition and fanaticifm, and aided by a fet 
of difciples worthy of fuch a mailer, rules the People, not with the 
terrors of the Tarpeian rock, nor yet with that which to a Roman 
bofom was more terrible, baniihment — but with the horrors of 
eternal damnation ! — fee her valiant, vigorous Soldiery converted 
into a band of feeble fidlers and mufic-matlers, and the clangor 
of her arms into thrill concerts of fqueaking caftratoes •, thofe places 
where her Cicero poured forth eloquence divine, and pointed 
out the paths that led to true morality — where her Brutus and 
her Cato marflialled the forces of Freedom, and raifed the arm 
of Juftice again!! Tyrants, over-run by a knavith hoi! of ignorant, 
beggarly, bald-pated Friars, vomiting, to a crowd of gaping bigots, 
torrents of fanatical bombaft, of miracles never performed, of 
Gods made of wood or copper, and of Saints, that, like them- 
felves, lived by impollure and deception ! — fee her triumphs and 
military trophies changed into proceffions of Priefts tinging pfalms 
round wafers and wooden crucifixes ; and that code of Philofophy 
and Religion, which operated fo effedhially upon the morals of 
her People that there was none among them found fo defperate 
or fo bafe as to break an oath, exchanged for the Roman Ca- 
tholic branch of the Chritlian Faith — for difpenfations for inceft, 
indulgences for murder, fines for fornication, and an exclufive 
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patent for adultery in their priefthood. Then look to England ! 
~—/ee her, who once /looped beneath the yoke of Rome, whofe 
Chief Casactaccs, was carried there in chains to grace his 
conqucroji triumphs, while herfelf was made the meane/l of the 
Roman Provinces, now holding the balance of the world, the 
unrivalled miftrefs of Arms, Arts, Commerce— every thing. 

It was in this irrefiftible mutation of things, that Bruges funk 
from the high ftatc of a mod flourilhing city, where there are 
frill (unlefs the French have deftroyed them) to be feen the re- 
mains of feventeen palaces, anciently the refidences of Confuls 
of different Nations, each of which had diftindb houfeS, magnifi- 
cently built and furniflied, with warehoufes for their merchan- 
difcs : and fuch was the power and wealth of the Citizens in thofe 
days, that it is an indubitable fadt, they kept their Sovereign, the 
Archduke Maximilian, prifoner, affronted his fervants, and 
abufed his officers ; nor would they releafe him until he took an 
oath to prefervc inviolate the laws of the State. Even fo late as 
the time I was there, Bruges had fomc trade — indeed as good a 
foreign trade as mod cities in Flanders. The people feemed 
cheerful and happy, and the markets were tolerably fupplied. 1^5^^ 
Several fine canals run in a variety of diredtions from Bruges : 
by one of them, boats can go, in the courfe of a fummer’s day, to 
Offend, Nieuport, Fumes, and Dunkirk ; and veffels of four 
hundred tuns can float in the bafon of this town. Another canal 
leads to Ghent, another to Damme, and another to Sluys. The 
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water of thofe canals is ftagnant, without the leaf! motion j yet 
they can, in half an hour, be all emptied, and frcih water brought 
in, by means of their well- contrived flukes. This water, how- 
ever, is never ufed for drinking, or even for culinary purpofes ; 
a better fort being conveyed through the town by pipes from 
the two rivers Lys and Scheldt, as in London •, for which, as there, 
every houfe pays a certain tax. 

Although the trade of .this city has, like that of all the Low 
Countries, been gradually declining, and daily fucked into the 
vortices of Britifh and Dutch commerce, there were, till the 
French entered it, many rich Merchants there, who met every 
day at noon in the great market-place, to communicate and 
trail fad bufmefs, which was chiefly done in the Flemilh lan- 
guage, hardly any one in it fpeaking French ; a cireumftance 
that by this time is much altered— -for they have been already 
made, if not to fpeak French, at leafl: to fing Ca-ira, and dance 
to the tune of it too, to fomc purpofe. 

The once-famed grandeur of this city confifted chiefly, like 
that of all grand places in the dark periods of Popery, of the gloomy 
piles, the oftentatious frippery and unwieldly mafies of wealth, 
accumulated by a long feries of Monkifh impofture — of Gothic 
‘ftrudures, of enormous fize and fable afped, filled with dreary 
cells, calculated to ftrike the fouls of the ignorant and enthufiaftic 
with holy horror, to infpire awe of the places, and veneration for 
the perfons who dared to inhabit them, and, by enfeebling the 
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rcafon with the mixed operations of horror, wonder and refer- 
ence, to fit the credulous for the reception of every impofition, 
however grofs in conception, or bungled in execution. Thofe 
are the things which conftituted the greatnefs and fplendor of the 
cities of Ancient Chriftendom ; to thofe has the fturdieft human 
vigour and intellect been forced to bend the knees : they were 
built to endure the outrages of time ; and will ftand, I am fure, 
long, long after their power (hall have.been annihilated. 

What a powerful engine has fuperftition been, in the cunning 
management of Priefts ! How lamentable it is to think, that not 
only all who believed, but all who had good fenfe enough not to 
believe, Ihould, for fo many centuries, have been kept in proftrate 
fubmiflion to the will and dominion of an old man in Rome ! — My 
blulhes for the folly and fupinenefs of Mankind, however, are loll 
in a warm glow of tranfport at the prefent irradiation of the human 
mind j and though I can fcarcely think with patience of that glo- 
rious, Godlike being, Henry the Second of England, being obliged 
by the Pope to lafii himfelf naked at the tomb of that laucy, wicked 
Prieft, Thomas a Becket, I felicitate myfelf with the reflection, 
that the Pope is now the moll contemptible Sovereign in Europe, 
and that the Papal authority, which was once the terror and the 
fcourge of the earth, is now not only not recognifed, but leldom' 
thought of, and, when thought of, only ferves to excite laughter 
or difgull. 


LETTER 



( S3 ) 


LETTER VII. 


The town of Bruges, although the llreets be, as I have 
aheady deferibed them, (b mean, narrow, dirty and irregular in 
general, contains, neverthelefs, lbme few llreets that are tolerable, 
and a few fquarcs alfo that aje far from contemptible.— I lliould 
think it, neverthelefs, not worth another letter of description, 
were it not that the Churches, and Church-curioiities, demand our 
attention ; for you will obferve, that in all rich Popilli Countries, 
every Church is a holy toy-lhop, or rather a mufeum, where pic- 
tures, ftatues, gold cups, lilvcr candlcfticks, diamond crucifixes, 
and gods, of various forts and dimenfions, are hoarded up, in ho- 
nour of the Supreme Being. This city having been for centuries 
the See of a Bifhop, who is Suffragan to the Archbilhop of Mech- 
lin, and at the fame time Hereditary Chancellor of Flanders, it 
is not to be wondered at, if ecclefiaftical induftry lliould have 
•amaffed fome of thofe little trinkets which conllitute the chief or 
only value of their Church. The mitre of this place conveys to 
the head that wears it a diocefe containing fix cities, from the 
names of which you v/ill be able to form fome fmall judgment of 
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the opulence of one poor fon of abftincnce and mortification. — 
Thole cities are, in the firft place, Bruges itfelf, then Ollcnd, 
Sluys, Damme, Middleburgh in Flanders, and Oudenberch — not 
to mention one hundred and thirty-three boroughs and villages; 
and if you could compute the number of inferior Clergy with 
which the ftreets and highways are filled, you would be thundcr- 
ftruck. There, and in all thofe PofWh Countries, they may be 
feen, with grotefquc habits and bald pates, buzzing up and down 
like bees, in fwarms, (a precious hive !)— -and, with the mod vehe- 
ment proteftations of voluntary poverty in their mouths, and eyes 
uplifted to Heaven, fcrambling for the good things of the earth 
with the eagernefs of a pack of hounds, and the rapacity of a whole 
roll of lawyers ! With loaded thighs (I might fay, loaded arms too, 
for they have large pockets even in their fleeves, for the conceal- 
ment of moveables), they return to the great hive, where, con- 
trary to the law of bees, the drone lives in idle hate, and he 
plunders them: contrary, too, to the habits of thofe ufeful in feds, 
they banilh the queen-bee, and fuffer no female to approach then- 
cells, but keep them in contiguous hives, where, under cover of 
the night, they vifit them, and fulfil in private that which they 
deny in public — the great command of Providence. 

The firft building in nominal rank, though by no means the 
firft in value, is the great Cathedral, which has at leaft bulk, an- 
tiquity and gloominefs enough to recommend it to the Faithful. It 
is by no means unfurnifhed within, though not in fo remarkable a 
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ftianner as to induce me to fill a Letter with it. In a word, it 
is an old Popifii Cathedral, and cannot be fuppoled wanting in 
wealth : at the time I write, it has been Handing no lefs a time 
than nine hundred and twenty-nine years, having been built in 
the year 865. 

The next that occurs to me, as worthy of notice, is the Church 
of Notre Dame, or that dedicated to our Lady the Virgin Mary, 
This is really a beautiful ftrudture of the kind— -indeed magni- 
ficent. Its ftecple is beyond conception ftupendous, being fo very 
high as to be feen at fea off Oftend, although it is not elevated 
in the fmallelt degree by any rife in the ground ; for, fo very flat 
is the whole intermediate country, that I believe it would puzzle 
a ikilful leveller to find two feet elevation from high-water-mark 
at Oftend up to this city. The contents of this Church are cor- 
refpondent to its external appearance— being enriched and beauti- 
fied with a vaft variety of facerdotal trinkets, and fine tombs and 
monuments. As to the former, the velbnents of that lame 
Thomas aBecket whom I mentioned in my lait, make a part 
of the curiofities depofited in this Church : this furious and in- 
flexible impoftor was Archbilhop of Canterbury ; and his ftruggles 

to enflave both the King and People of England, and make them 
» ® 
tributary to the Pope, have canonized him, and obtained the very 

honourable depot I mention for his vefttnents. To do juilice, 

however, to the fpirit and fagacity of the Holy Fathers who have 

fo long taken the pains to preferve them, it mu ft be commcmo- 
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rated, that they are, or at leaft were fet with diamonds, and other 
precious ftones ! Probably, among the many Priefts who have, in 
fo many centuries, had the cuftody of thofe divine relics, fome 
one, more fugacious than the reft, might conceive, that, to lie in 
a Church, and be feen by the all-believing eyes of the Faithful, 
a little coloured glafs was juft as good as any precious ftone, and 
wifely have converted the originals to fome better purpofe. If lb, 
it will be fome confolation to Holy Mother Church to reflett, that 
Ihe has bilked the Sans-culottes> who certainly have got pofteflion 
of Saint Thomas a Becket’s lacerdotal petticoats ; and, if they 
have been found enough to ftand the cutting, have, by this time, 
converted them into comfortable campaigning breeches. O mon- 
ftrous ! wicked ! abominable ! — -that the Royal Mary, lifter to 
the great Emperor Ch arles the Fifth, lliould, fo long ago as the 
Reformation, have bought at an immenle price, and depolited in 
the treafury of the Church of our Lady the blefted Virgin Mary, 
the veftments of a Saint, only to make breeches, in the year 1794, 
for a French foldier ! The time has been, that the bare fuggeftion 
of fuch facrilege would have turned the brain of half the people 
of Chriftendom : but thofe things are now better managed. 

Of the tombs in this Church, I lhall only mention two, as 
diftinguilhed from the reft by their coftlinefs, magnificence and 
antiquity. They are made of copper, well guilt. One of them 
is the tomb of Mary, heirefs to the Ducal Houfe of Burgundy; 
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and the other, that of Charles (commonly called the Hardy), 
Duke of Burgundy, her father. 

In Bruges there were four great Abbeys, and an amazing 
number of Convents and Nunneries. The buildings, I prefume, 
yet ftand ; but there is little doubt that their contents, of every 
kind, have been, before this, put in requijition , and each part of 
them, of courle, applied to its natural ufe. 

The Church once belonging to the Jefuits, is built in a noble 
ftyle of architecture : and that of the Dominicans has not only its 
external merits, but its internal value ; for, befides the ufual fuper- 
abundance of rich chalices, &c. it poifeffes fome very great cu- 
riolitics — 

As, firft, a very curious, highly wrought pulpit-— beautiful 
in itlelf, but remarkable for the top being lupported by wood, cut 
out, in the moll natural, deceptive manner, in the form of ropes, 
and which beguile the fpeCtator the more into a belief of its 
reality, becaufc it anlvvers the purpofes of ropes. 

Secondly, a picture — and fo extraordinary a picture ! Before I 
deferibe it, I mull apprife you that your faith mud be almofl: as 
great as that of a Spanilli Chriftian to believe me-— to believe 
that the human intellect ever funk fo low as, in the firft inllance, 
- to conceive, and, in the next, to harbour and admiic, fuch a 
piece. But I miftake — it has its merit; it is a curiolity— the 
Demon of Satire himfelf could not wilh for a greater. 
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This pidure, then, is the reprefentation of a Marriage! — 
but of whom? why, truly, of Jesus Christ with Saint Ca- 
tharine of Sienna. Obferve the congruity — Saint Catha- 
rine of Sienna lived many centuries after the tranflation of Jesus 
Christ to Heaven, where he is to fit, you know, till he comes 
to judge the quick and the dead!— But who marries them? In 
truth. Saint Dominic, the patron of this Church! The Virgin 
Mary joins their hands — that is not amifs — But, to crown the 
whole. King David himl'elf, who died fo long before Christ 
was born, plays the harp at the wedding ! 

My dear Frederick, I fhall take it as no fmall inftance of 
your dutiful opinion of me to believe, that fuch a pidure exifted, 
and made part of the holy paraphernalia of a Temple confecrated 
to the worfhip of the Divinity: but I afiure you it is a fad; and 
as l have never given you reafon to fufped my veracity, I exped 
you to believe me in this inftance, improbable though it leems: 
for fuch a farrago ot abfurditics, fuch a jumble of incongruities, 
impofiibilities, bulls and anachronifins, never yet were com- 
prefled, by the human imagination, into the fame narrow compafs. 

I protrad this Letter beyond my ufual length, on purpole to 
conclude my account of Bruges, and get once more upon the road. 

The Monaftery of the Carthufians, another Order of Friars, 
is of amazing lize, covering an extent of ground not much lei's 
than a mile in circumference. The Carmelites, another Order, 
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have a Church here, in which there is raifed a beautiful monu- 
ment, to the memory of Henry Jermyn, Lord Dover, a Peer 
of England — But the Monaftery called the Dunes, a fed of the 
Order of Saint Barnard, is by far the nobleft in the whole city : 
the cloifters and gardens are capacious andhandfoine ; the apartment 
of the Abbot is magnificent and {lately, and thofe of the Monks 
themfelves unufually neat. Thole poor mortified penitents, fe- 
cluded from the pomps, the vanities and enjoyments of life, and 
their thoughts, no doubt, refting alone on hereafter, keep, never- 
thelefs, a fumptuous table, fpread with every luxury of the 
feafon — have their country-feats, where they go a-hunting, or 
to refrelh themfelves, and actually keep their own coaches. 

Among the Nunneries there are two Englilh: one of Au- 
gullinian Nuns, who are all ladies of quality, and who entertain 
Grangers at the grate with fweetmeats and wine; the other, 
called the Pelicans, is of a very Arid; Order, and wear a coarfe 
drefs. 

To conclude — In the Chapel of Saint Basil is laid to be 
kept, in perfect prefervation, the blood which Joseph of Are- 
methea wiped off with a fponge from the dead body of Christ. 
Finis coronat opus. 

I fancy you have, by this time, had as much of miracles as 
you can well digeft : I therefore leave you to refled: upon them, 
and improve. 
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LETTER VIII. 


•As I was going to the berque, at Bruges, to take my 
departure for Ghent, the next town in my route, I was furprifed 
to fee a number of officious, bufy, poor fellows, crowding round 
my effedts, and feizing them — fome my trunk, fome my port- 
manteau,. &c. I believe two or three to each : but my aftonilhment 
partly fublided when I was told that they were porters, who plied 
on the canal, and about the city, for fubliftence, and only came to 
have the honour of carrying my baggage down to the vcflel. Noting 
their eagernefs, I could not help finding. I know there arc thole, 
and I have heard of fuch, who would blufter at them : but my mirth 
at the buftling importance which the poor fellows affedted, foon 
funk into ferious concern ; I faid within myfclf, “ Alas, how hard 
mult be your lot indeed!” and my imagination was in an inltant 
back again in London, where a porter often makes you pay for 
a job, not in money only, but in patience alfo, and where the * 
furlineis of independence fcowls upon his brow as he does your 
work. Every one of my men demanded a remuneration for his 
labour : one man could have eafily done the w6rk of five — 
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but I refolved not to fend them away difcontented: he is but a 
fordid churl that would ; and I paid them to their full fatisfaCtion. 
Here, my dear Frederick, let me offer you (fince it occurs) my 
parental advice on this point — from the practice of which you 
will gain more folid felicity than you can pofllbly be aware of 
now: never weigh fcrupuloufly the value of the work of the 
Popr; rather exceed than fall fhort of rewarding it: it is a very, 
very fmall thing, that will put them in good humour with you 
and with themfelves, and relax the hard furrows of labour into 
the foft fmile of gratitude — a fmile which, to a heart of fenlibility 
fuch as your’s, will, of itfelf, ten-thoufand-fold repay you, even 
though the frequent practice of it ihould abridge you of a few of 
thofe things called pleafures, or detract a little from the weight of 
your purfe. 

Being again feated in my berque, I fct off for Ghent, a city 
lying at a diftance of twenty-four miles from Bruges. I muff 
here remark to you, that the company one meets in thofe veffels 
is not always of the firft rank; it is generally of a mixed, motley 
kind: but to a man who carries along with him, through his 
travels, a love for his fellow-creatures, and a defire to fee men, 
and their cuftoms and manners, it is both pleafant and eligible — 
at leaft I thought it l'o, and enjoyed it. There were thole among!! 
us who fpoke rather loftily on that fubject: I faid nothing; 
but it brought to my mind a reflection I have often had occalion 
to concur in, viz. t^at a faftidious ufurpation of dignity (happily 
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denominated ' Jlafefae/s) is the never-failing murk of an upftart or 
a blockhead. The man of true dignity, felf-ereft and ftrong, 
needs not have rccourfe, for fupport, to the comparative wrctch- 
ednefs of his fellow-creature, or plume himfelf upon fpurious fu- 
periority. You will underhand me, however ! When I fay, “ the 
man of true dignity,” I am far, very far, from meaning a lord, a 
fquire, a banker, or a general officer — I mean a man of intrinfic 
worth — homo emundte naris — one who, in every ftation into 
which chance may throw him, feels firm in the confcioufnefs of 
right — who can fee and cheriffi merit, though enveloped and con- 
cealed behind a ffiabby fuit of clothes — and who fcorns the blown- 
up fool of fortune, that, without fenfe or fentiment, without virtue, 
wifdom or courage, prefumes to call himfelf great, merely becaufc 
he pofTefTes a few acres of earth which he had neither the induftry 
nor merit to cam, or becaufe his great-great-great-grandfather 
purchafed a title by perfidy to his Country, the plunder of his fel- 
low-citizens, or the daughter of mankind. 

Although the face of that part of the Country through which we 
are now paffing, like that of the preceding ftage from Oltend to 
Bruges, wants diverfity, it has its charms, and would be particu- 
larly delightful in the eye of an Engliffi farmer ; for it is covered 
with the thickeft verdure on each fide of the canal, and the banks 
are decorated all along by rows of ftatcly trees, while the fields 
in the back ground are cultivated to the higheft degree of per- 
fection, and bear the afpeCt of producing th^moft abundant barveft. 

You 
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You will be able to form a judgment of the trilling expence 
of travelling in this Country, from my expences in this ffage of 
twenty-four miles. I had an excellent dinner for about fifteen 
pence of our money } my palTage coft me but fixteen more, amount- 
ing in all to two (hillings and feven pence : compare that with 
travelling in England, where one cannot rife up from an indifferent 
dinner, in an Inn, under five (hillings at the lead, and you muff 
be aftonilhed at the difproportion. 

Ghent is the capital of Flanders, and is to be reckoned 
among the largeft cities of Europe, as it covers a fpace of ground 
of not lefs than feven miles in circumference j but there is not 
above one half of that occupied with buildings, the greater part 
being thrown into fields, gardens, orchards, and plcafure-grounds. 
Situated on four navigable rivers, and interfered into no fewer 
than twenty-fix i (lands by a number of canals, which afford an 
eafy, cheap and expeditious carriage for weighty merchandife, 
it may be confidered, in point of local advantages for commerce, 
(uperior to mod cities in Europe : while thofc iflands are again 
united by about a hundred bridges, fome great and foine fmall, 
which contribute much to the beauty of the city. 

To a man accuftomed to mould his thoughts by what he fees 
in Great Britain, the ftrong fortifications that furround almoft all 
towns on the Continent convey the mod difagreeablc fenfations — 
reminding him of the firft miferyof Mankind, War ! — denoting, 
alas ! too truly, the difpoiition of Man to violate the rights of his 

F 2 fellow- 



( 44 ) 


felIow-cre'afures> and manifelting the tyrannous abufe of power. 
On me, though trained and accuflomed to ‘military habits, this 
“ dreadful note of preparation” had an ufipleafing eftedt ; for, 
though born, bred and habituated to the life of the Soldier, I find 
the feelings of the Citizen and the .Man claim a paramount right to 
my heart. 

Ghent was once extremely well fortified, and calculated, by 
nature as well as by art, to repel encroachment. It had a very 
ftrong caftle, walls and ditches ; and now, though not otherwife 
ftrong, the country may, by /hutting up the fluices, be, for above 
a mile round, kid in a very ihort time under water. It was for- 
merly fo populous and powerful, that it declared war more than 
once agamft its Sovereign, and railed amazing armies. In the year 
15SJ, it differed dreadfully from all the ravages of famine, under 
which a number no, left than three thoufand of its inhabitant, 
peri/hed in one week. 

This town is diftinguifhed by the nativity of two celebrated 
characters : one was the famous John of Gaunt, fon of King Ed- 
ward the Third of England; the other, the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth, who was born there in the year 1500. 

It was in this city that the Confederation of the States, well, 
known under the title of the Pacification of Ghent, which united 
the Provinces in the moft lafting union of intereft and laws, was 
held: this union was chiefly owing to the vigorous, unre- 
mitted efforts of Wiluam the Firft, Prince of Orange, to 

whole 
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\yhofe valour ami virtue may be attributed the independence of the 
United States. 

In this oity there were computed to be fifty companies of 
Tradefmen, among whom were manufactured a variety of very 
curious and rich cloths, (tuffs, and filks : it is certain, that the 
woollen manufacture flourifhed here before it had made the fmalleft 
progrefs in England, whofe wool they then bought. There was 
alfo a good branch of lineh manufacture here, and a pretty brilk 
corn trade, for which it was locally well calculated. You will 
obferve, once for all, that in fpeaking of this Country, I generally 
ufe the pad ten/e; for, at prefent, they are utterly undone. 

Ghent was the See of a Bilhop, who, like the Bi/hop of Bruges, 
was Suffragan to the Archbilhop of Mechlin. Thus, in moff 
Chriftian Countries, are the intellects, the confidences, and the 
ca/h too, of the People, that up and hid from the light, by Prielt 
within Dean, and Dean within Bilhop — like a ring in the hand of 
a conjurer, box within box — till at lalt they arc enveloped in the 
great receptacle of all deception, the capacious pocket of the Arch- 
bifhop. Let not feeptered Tyrants, their legions, their fcaffold:, 
and their fwords, bear all the infamy of the ilavery of Mankind ! 
Opinion, opinion, under the management of fraud and impofture, 
iS the engine that forges their fetters ! ! — Jansenius, from whom 
the Janl'enifts took their name, was the firft Bilhop of this place ; 
and the late Bilhop, I think, may be reckoned the lad. 
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• The Municipal Government of this city is correct, and well 
calculated to fecure internal peace and order. The chief magi- 
dratc is the High Bailiff; fubordinate to whom are Burgomafters, 
Echivins, and Counsellors. 

Ghent is not deficient in dately edifices ; and, true to their 
fydem, the Holy Fathers of the Church have their fhare, which, 
in old Popifh Countries, is at lead: nineteen twentieths. In the 
middle of the town is a high tower, (failed Belfort tower ; from 
whence there is a delightful profpedt over the whole city and its 
environs. Monasteries and Churches, there, are without number ; 
befides hofpitals and market-places : that called Friday’s market, 
is the larged of all, and is adorned with a datue of Charles 
the Fifth, in his imperial robes. The Stadthoufe is a magnifi- 
cent drudture— So is the Cathedral, under which the Reverend 
Fathers have built a fubterraneous Church. What deeds are thofe 
which fliun the light ! Why thofe Holy Patriarchs have l'uch a de- 
fire for burying themfelvcs, and working like moles under ground, 
they themfelvcs bed know, and I think it is not difficult for others 
to conje&urc. 

This Cathedral, however, is well worth attention, on account 
of fome capital pictures it contains. The marble of the Church 
is remarkably fine, and the altar-piece fplendid beyond all poffi- 
ble defeription ; and, indeed, in all the others, there are paintings, 
eminent for their own excellence, and for the celebrity of the 
mailers who painted them. 

In 
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In the Monaftery of St. Pierre, there is a grand library, filled 
with books in all languages but it is chiefly remarkable for the 
lupcrlative beauty of its ceiling, one half of which was painted by 
Rubens. 

Thus you may perceive, my dear Frederick, the charity of 
the Clergy ! — how, in pure pity for the fins of Mankind, and in 
paternal care of their fouls, they ex aft from the Laity fome atone- 
ment fox their crimes, and'conftrain them at leafl: to repent — and, 
with unparalleled magnanimity, take upon themfelves the vices, 
the gluttony, the avarice, and the fenfuality, of which they are 
fo careful to purge their fellow-creatures ! 


LETTER IX. 


Having given you a general outline of the city of 
Ghent, I fliall now proceed to give you an account of one of the 
moll excellent, and certainly the moil interefting, of all the cu- 
riofitics in that place. It is indeed of a fort fo immediately cor- 
refpondent to the moffc exalted fenfations of humanity, and fo 
perfcftly in uniion with the moft exquiiitely fenfible chords of the 
feeling heart, that I refolved to refeue it from the common lumber 
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of the place, and give it to you in a frelh Letter, when the ideas 
excited by my former might have faded away, and left your mind 
more clear for the reception of Inch refined iinpreflions. 

On one of the many bridges in Ghent Hand two large brazen 
images of a father and fort, who obtained this dillinguiihed mark 
of the admiration of their fellow-citizens by the following in. 
ci dents : 

Both the father and the foil wete, for fome offence againll 
the State, condemned to die. Some favourable circumfoance ; 
appearing on the fide of the fon, he was granted a remiflion of hi, 
fhare of the fentence, upon certain provifions— in fhort, he was 
offered a pardon, on the molt cruel and barbarous condition that 
ever entered into the mind of even Monkifh barbarity, namely 
that he would become the executioner of his father ! He at firrt 
refolutcly refufed to preferve his life by means fo fatal and detefi- 
able : This is not to be wondered at ; for I hope, for the honour 
of our nature, that there are but few, very few fons, who would 
not have fpurned, with abhorrence, life fuflained on conditions fo 
hornd, fo unnatural. The fon, though long mfiexible, was at 
length overcome by the tears and entreaties of a fond father, who 
reprefented to him, that, at all events, his (the father’s) life was 
or cited, and that it would be the greateft poffible confolation to 
Inm, at his laft moments, to think, that in his death he was the 
mftrument of his Ion's prefervation. The youth confented to adopt 
the horrible means of recovering his life and liberty : he lifted the 
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axe; but, as it was about to fall, his arm funk nervelefs, and the 
axe dropped from his hand ! Had he as many lives as hairs, he 
would have yielded them all, one after the other, rather than 
again even conceive, much lefs perpetrate, l'uch an aft. Life, 
liberty, every thing, vanifhed before the dearer intcrcfts of filial 
affedion: he fell upon his father’s neck, and, embracing him. 
triumphantly exclaimed, “ My father, my father ! we will die to- 
gether l" and then allied ‘for another executioner to fulfil the 
fentcncc of the law. 

Hard mu ft be their hearts indeed, bereft of every fentiment of 
virtue, every fenfation of humanity, who could ftand infeniibh 
ipectators ot fuchafcene — A fuddcii peal of in voluntary applauds; 
mixed with groans and fighs, rent the air. The execution was 
lu {pended; and on a fimple reprefentalion of the tranfaftion, both 
were pardoned : high rewards and honours were conferred on 
the foil; and finally, thofe two admirable brazen images were 
railed, to commemorate a t ran faction lb honourable to human 
nature, and tranfmit it for the inftrnftion and emulation of pofte- 
rity. The ftatue reprefents the foil in the very aft of letting 
fall the axe. 

. Lay this to your mind, my dear Frederick: talk over 
it to your brother; indulge all the charming lympathetic fac- 
tions it communicates: never let a miftaken lhame, or a falfc idea 
(which fome endeavour to imprefs) that it is unmanly to melt 
at the tale of woe, and fvmpathize with our fellow-creatures, 
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Hop the current of your fenfibility — no! Be allured, that, on the 
contrary, it is the true criterion of manhood and valour to feel ; 
and that the more fympathetic and fenliblc the heart is, the 
mpre nearly it is allied to the Divinity. 

I am now on the point of conducing you out of Auftrian Flan- 
ders — One town only, and that comparatively a linall one, lying 
between Us and Brabant: the name of this town is Aloft, or, as 
the Flemings Ipell it, Aelft. 

From Ghent to Bruflels (the next great ftage in my way), 
I found, to my regret, that there was no conveyance by water : 
I therefore was obliged to go in a voiture, and ftopt at Aloft, as an 
intermediate ftage ; and mathematically intermediate it is — for it 
lies at equal diftance from Ghent and Bruflels, being exactly fifteen 
miles from each. 

This is a fmall, but exceeding neat town, fituated on the river 
Dender ; and being a remarkably great thoroughfare, accommoda- 
tions of every kind are tolerably good in it. It would be idle to 
fuppofe, that Catholic zeal had left fo many fouls unprotected and 
undifeiplined, where there were fo many bodies capable of drudgery 
to pay for it. In truth, there has been as ample provifion mado 
for the town of Aloft in the way of facerdotal bulinefs, as for 
any other town in the Netherlands — regard being had to its 
bulk; for there were leveral Convents of Friars, and of courfe 
feveral of Nuns : befides, there was a Jefuit’s College of fome 
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note. How they all fare by this time, it is difficult for me to de- 
termine. 

The Church of Saint Martin could boaft of fome excellent 
pictures, particularly a moil: capital piece, “ La Pefte," by 
Rubens. 

In a Convent inhabited by a fet of Monks, denominated Gu- 
liclmite, I faw the tomb of Thierry Martin, who fir ft 
brought the art of Printing from Germany to that place. His 
name and fame are tranfmitted to us by an epitaph upon his tomb, 
written by his friend, the ingenious Erasmus. 

This tomb of Tiuerry Martin (lands a monument, not 
only of his merit, but of the fhort-fightednel's and folly even of 
Monks. Alas, (illy men ! they little knew, that when they granted 
Thierry Martin the honours of the Convent, they were har- 
bouring, in their hallowed ground, one of their greatell enemies, 
and commemorating the man who was contributing to the over- 
throw of their facred Order: for the art of Printing, wherever it 
reached, illuminated the human mind, and firft: kindled up that 
light, before which Prieftcraft, and all its pious impoftures, like 
evil lpedtres, have vaniftied. To the art of Printing is human lo- 
.ciety indebted for many of the advantages which it poftefles be- 
yond the brute or lavage tribes— for the perfection of arts, the 
extenfion of fcience, the general enlargement of the mind, and, 
above all, for the emancipation of perlbn and property from the 
lhackles of defpotifm, and of the human intellect from the fet- 

G 2 ters 



( M J 

ters of blindnefs and ignorance with which facerdotal fiaud had 
chained it for centuries to the earth. 

The territory of this City is of pretty large extent, and is called 
a County, having, in ancient times, had Counts of its own ; and 
the whole of it is extremely fruitful in pafture, corn, hops, flax, 
and moil other productions of thofe climes. 

I made but a very lliort flay at Aloft, when I proceeded on to 
Bruflels ; and, having thus brought yo\i through that part of the 
Netherlands called Auftrian Flanders, I think I ought to give you 
u general account of the Country at large, as I have hitherto 
confined my fclf merely to the cities and towns of it; but as this 
Letter is already of a length that will not allow of any great addi- 
tion, I fhall poftpone my intended defeription to my next. 


L E T T E R X. 


w ere Mankind to he guided by moderation, reafon, 
andjuftice — were there no lull for territory in particular States — ' 
no ambition or delire in Kings for an undue enlargement of their 
power — no unjuftifiablc infractions attempted by one State or Po- 
tentate upon the peace and pofleflion of another-— no Armies to 
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carry defolation and plunder through the world, nor Church- 
men more mild, but not more moderate, to drain them with 
their fubtle deceptions — were the hufbandman, the fillierman, 
the manufacturer, and the labourer, permitted to make, by their 
indultry, tin* bed ufc of the foil on which chance or nature had 
planted them, and to lift the fruits of their labour to their own 
lips — no people were more happy than the inhabitants of Au- 
ftrian Flanders. 

This Country is bounded, to the North, by the Scheldt ; to the 
North-well:, by the Northern Sea ; to the South, and South-weft, 
by Artois, one of the fineft Provinces of France ; and to the Eaft, 
by Brabant. Its greateft length is l'eventy-five miles ; and its 
greateft breadth, fifty -five. The air is good; but it is laid to be 
better in proportion as it recedes from the lea. Flic Winters are 
fome times long and fevere, and the Summers fometimes wet and 
fill try; yet, in general, the climate is agreeable. The foil is in 
1110ft parts fertile, and in fome to a degree equal to that of any part 
of Europe. It is chiefly famous for its pafturage ; in confequence 
of which, great numbers of black cattle, horlcs and flicep, are 
bred in it, and immenle quantities of butter and cheefe made. 
It' is, befidcs, abundantly productive of all forts of culinary vege- 
tables— fruit in great quantities— corn and flax, which laft is 
not only railed in great plenty, but is celebrated for the finenefs 
and ftrength of its ftaple. It is true, that in fome parts they have 
not corn fullicient for the inhabitants ; but this is well recompenfcd 
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by other productions, with the redundance of which they purchafe 
the fuperfluous grain of their neighbours-. — for, where the inha-, 
bitants do follow tillage, the produce is unequalled, and the fuper- 
fluity mull; of courfe be great. 

The fuperior fecundity of the flieep of this Country is very 
remarkable, and difKcult, perhaps, to be accounted for— a ewe 
here bringing forth cohdantly three lambs at a birth, fometimes 
four, fometimes five, and feme have been known to produce as 
many as fix and feven — no fmall indance of the prodigality of 
Nature in providing for this fpot. 

At fomc diflance from the fea-coad, the face of the Country 
is decorated with a profufion of wood, fitted either for timber or 
for fuel ; and towards the coad, where Nature has been rather 
niggard of that bleffing, the inhabitants fubditute, in its dead, for 
fuel, a kind of turf, which they find at the depth of four or five- 
feet from the furface of the earth, and which makes a fire, not 
only cheerful, pleafant and hot, but remarkably wholcfome, being- 
free from the dedru&ive lulphureous and bituminous vapour at- 
tendant upon coal. 

Perhaps no part of the world is better fupplied than this Pro- 
vince with all lorts of-filli, as well thole of fea as frefh water : 
fowl and venil'on were extremely plenty and reafonable ; and a great 
deal of excellent beer was brewed in it. It is walked by fevcral 
rivers, four of which are noble dreams, namely, the Scheldt, the 
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Lys, the Scarpe, and the Dender; and there are feveral canals, 
the chief of which is that between Bruges and Ghent. 

Thus, in whatever way it be confidcred. Nature feems to have 
made ample provilion for the happinefs of the People : how far 
they are fo, you (hall hear when I come to give a general view of 
the Netherlands — that which is applicable to Auftrian Flanders 
being equally fo to all the other parts of the Netherlands, except- 
ing thole under the dominion of the Republic of the United States. 

The States of this Country, according to the Conflitution it 
once poft’cfted, eonfifts of the Clergy, the Nobility, and the Com- 
moners. The Clergy were the Bifhops and Abbots : the Nobility 
was compofed of certain families holding hereditary Offices or Ba- 
ronies, to which that privilege was annexed ; and the Commoners 
were made up of the Burgomafters, Penfioncrs and Deputies of the 
Cities and DiftriCts. But the only religion profcfled or tolerated 
in this Country, was the Roman Catholic. 

Of the People of Auftrian Flanders, a celebrated Author gives 
the following account, which I tiunferibe for your ufe, the rather 
as my flay there was too fhort to enable me to make any material 
obfervations on them, or their manners. — 

“ With rel'peCt to the perfons and characters of the inhabitants,” 
lays he, “ they are, generally l'pcaking, lufty, fat, and cluml'y — 
“ very induftrious, botli in cultivating their lands, and in their 
“ trades and manufactures — lovers of Liberty, and enemies to 
“ Slavery — and not defective in good l'enfe or judgment, though 
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4i they have not fo lively an imagination as fome other Nations. 
“ Their women are fair, haiidfome enough, and honeit by their 
" natural conftitution, as. well as from a principle of virtue : as 
4k they cannot pretend to wit and repartee, they do not malic 
4t themlelvcs ridiculous by the naufeous affectation of them. Both 
“ lexes are great lovers of public diverfions ; and every city, town, 
“ and village, have their kcrmilfes, or fairs, in which all torts of 
44 thews are exhibited.” 

Many arts which now enrich other Nations, and the import- 
ance of which has excited con tells and tlruggles of the moil tenon* 
kind in the political world, were invented or improved in tli.it 
Country. Weaving, in general, though not invented, was greatly 
improved ; and the art of forming figures of all forts in linen was 
firth invented there. To the Flemings we arc alio indebted tor 
the arts of curing herrings, dying cloths and Huffs, and oil-colours. 
But thole arts, and the manufactures, have gradually Hid awav 
from them, and left but a iinall (hare behind, when compared with 
their former flouri tiling ftatc : they have flown to a Land of Li- 
berty and Security, where hoitile feet never tread, where Slavery 
corrupteth not, where War devourcth not, nor Pricfls nor DefpoS 
break in and Heal. Nevertheless, lilk, cotton and woollen fluff, 
brocades, camhlets, tape ft ry, linen, and lace, are Hill manufactured 
liere to tome fmall extent. 

This Province had Counts of its own, from the ninth century 
up to the year 1369, when it was made over, by marriage (like a 
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a farm of cattle) to the Dukes of Burgundy ; and afterwards, again, 
was by them made over, in like way of marriage, to the Iloufe of 
Auicria. In 1667, France feized the Southern part; and the 
Stu General obtained tl>. Northern, partly by the Treaty of 
Munfter, and partly by the Barrier Treaty of 1715. 

To reckon upon 'he natural endowments of this Country, one 
w6uld fuppofe that it fliould be a terreftrial paradife : yet fuch is 
the wickednefs of Man, and the outrageous fpirit of Power, that 
it : , almoft the laft Country in Europe in which I would have pro- 
perty, and fix a permanent refidence. Juft now, while I am writ- 
ing, I have before me an account, that the French, to whom they 
opened their gates, have plundered them to the laftatom of their 
moveable poflefiions j and that the property of the unfortunate 
people is now in waggons, on its way to Paris. 

Once more, my boy, I lay, blefs your God, that planted you 
in a Country cheered by the voice of Freedom, defended by Britifli 
Valour, and, what is of more confequence, furrounded by the 
Ocean. 


II 
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LETTER XI. 


H aving conduced you through that part of the Ne- 
therlands called Auftrian Flanders, wc are now to direft our at- 
tention to that called Auftrian Brabant, of which part, as well as 
of the Netherlands in general, Bruflels, where I arrived the fame 
day I left Ghent, is the capital, giving its name to a quarter or 
territory that furrounds it. 

In all parts of the Netherlands through which I travelled, I 
could not help admiring the uniform decorations of the roads, 
rivers and canals, with rows of lofty trees, which form a moil 
agreeable ihade from the Summer’s burning fun, and yet do not 
obftrud: any great extent of profpedt, the Country is fo extremely 
flat. And one thing I remarked, and which certainly teems at 
firft view extraordinary, is, that in the great extent of Country 
through which we have hitherto palled, from Oftend to Bruflels, 
being iixty-eight miles, I fcarce faw one Nobleman or Gentleman’s 
feat — nothing above the houfe of a huibandman, a curate, or 
fome perfon of fmall fortune : and yet the Country is extremely 
rich j and I faw many fpots, as I went along, charming beyond 
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defcription, and fuch as would tempt, I Ihould think, a man of 
tailc and opulence to fettle in them. This mutt appear unac- 
countable to thole who do not recoiled, that in a Country fubjed 
like this to the ravaging incurfions of contending armies , fortified 
towns are confidcred as the mott pleallng, becaufe the mott fecare 
retreats of opulence. 

As I approached the city of BrufTels, I was ftruck with a 
mixed fenfation of furprife and delight at the appearance it made 
— none that I had ever feen being comparable to it, and not one 
in Europe, by the account of travellers, being in that refpedt fu- 
perior to it, Naples and Genoa only excepted: like them, however, 
it, when' entered, falls fir lliort of the expectation raifed by its 
external appearance, being all compofcd of hills and hollows, 
which not only fatigue, but render the appearance of the ftreets, 
though well built, contemptible and mean. 

Bruflels ftands on the beautiful little river Senne, on the brow 
of a hill. The city is about feven miles in circumference, has 
feven gates, with extenfive fuburbs, and is cncompaflcd with a 
double wall made of brick, and ditches ; but its lize is too great 
for ftrength, as a face of defence of fuch extent could not poflibly 
hold out a long liege — a great and infuperable defeft in fuch a 
country as I have deferibed. 

Great as is the extent of ground, on which this city (lands, it 
is neverthelcfs very well built, and extremely populous. It is 
ornamented with no fewer than feven fquares, all of them remark- 
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ably line, particularly the great fquare or market-place, which ir 
reckoned to be perhaps the fined in Europe. Around h are the halls 
of the different trades, rhefironrs of which arc adorned, in a litpcrl, 
wanner, with emblematical liulpme, with gilding and a variety 
of Latin inlcnplions. One quarter of this liquate is entirely occu- 

pied by the towii-honfes, a noble pile of building, 111 which there 
were apartments where the States of Brabant met, finely adorned 
with tapellry in gilt frames, and foine admirable original paint- 
ings. At the time I was there, the whole city was in motion, 
preparing for the Inauguration of the Emperor, who was then 
impatiently expeded, and whofe approach made fuch a buflle, and 
promifed fuch a fpedacle, as made me regret the neceflity I lay 
under of proceeding on my journey. The towa-houfe was put 
into the higheft order, and fubfequently fell a lacrificc to the great 
and important event for which it was prepared. 

The fteeple of this building is of a moil ftupendous height — 
three hundred and fixty-four feet ; and on the top of it is eroded 
a ftatue of Saint Michael killing the Dragon, of the enormous 
height of feventecn feet : this Colofl'al flame is fo coniiruded as 
to lervc for a weather-cock ; and being made of copper, well 
gilt, is at once confpicuous, magnificent, and ornamental. 

The public buildings of Bruffels, particularly the Palaces and 
Courts of the fevcral Princes, Counts, and other perlons of diftinc- 
tion, (and, you may be lure, the Churches and Cloifters too), are 
fpacious, expenfive, and magnificent. Behind the Imperial Palace, 
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which flood in the higheft part of the city, but was burnt down 
many years ago, is a park, well flocked with deer, and planted 
with trees, like St. James’s-park at London, for the inhabitants to 
walk in. At the farther end of it is a line pleafurc-houfe, built 
by the Emperor Charles the Fifth, after his abdication. 

The Palace is a magnificent ilrutfure : the rooms of it are 
finifhed in a ftyle far fuperior to thofe of any Palace in England, 
and enriched with many fine paintings : that of the Family of 
Hector, in the Council Chamber, lays claim to the firft rank of 
eminence. Of the other buildings (the grandeur of which en- 
title them to the names of Palaces), thofe of the Prince de la 
Tour and Taxis, and the Britilli Earl of Aylelhury, are diftin- 
guifhed by great beauty and magnificence. Indeed, in all the 
Palaces, there are collections of original paintings, by the mod 
eminent matters, both Italian and Flcmifli. 

The Royal Library of Bruflels claims particular attention, for 
the magnitude and liberality of its eftablifhment, containing a grand 
collection of the maft excellent books in all languages, and being 
open all the year on Tuefdays, Thurfdays, and Saturdays, to pub- 
lic accefs. 

The Arfenal of Bruflels is extremely well worth going to fee, 
on account of the very curious antique arms it contains — of which 
it is, at this diftance of time, impofliblc for me to give you any 
account worth attention. The armour of the Emperor Ciiarj.es 
the Fifth, together with the furniture of his horfc, and ftate fword, 

are 
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arc (hewn : I could fee nothing either novel or intcrefting in them 
— a ftrong mark, I prefume, of my want of tafte ; but I confefs 
my organs are not fo refined as to feel any extraordinary emotions 
at the light <:f a heap of inert matter, merely becaufe it once en- 
veloped the carcafe of a Tyrant : neither were they fo very coarfe 
or dull as not to undergo very pointed lenlations at the fight of the 
armour of Montezuma, the injured Emperor of Mexico, the 
vidlim of avarice and rapine, under theinulual malic, religion. Why 
Montezuma’s armour Ihould make a part of the trophies of a 
Popifh State, and be triumphantly exhibited, is hard to account 
for in human folly : why that ihould be exhibited which is a ftain 
of the deepelt-damned black, in their black code of faith, is afto- 
nilhing, unlefs we allow the truth of the old faying, “ Quos Deus 
vult perdere, prius dementat;” and that, after having violated 
every principle of virtue, morality, and human feeling — aftcr 
having furpafied in cruelty all that we know of the word mon- 
iters of the earth, or of the deep, the fell hyena, or the ravening 
flunk after having luccefsfully emulated the word: efforts of the 
molt malignant fpirits that are faid to hold counfel for the ruin of 
Mankind in Hell — they were defirous to tranfmit the fpoils of 
their ravages to pofterity, to tell them what glorious things have 

been achieved in days of yore, for the love of Christ to de- 

monffrate what benefits are to be derived from a religion which 
has, for fo many hundred years, given fan&ion to every enormity 
that ffrikes the foul of Man with horror, and thereby to make 


converts 



( «S ) 


converts to their principles. Monflers ! fools ! Away with your 
idle cants, ye hypocrites, who would brand the cruelties of the 
prefent days, the maffacres of the Jacobins, with the crime of 
infidelity, and attribute thofe much lamented defcdions from hu- 
manity to a falling off from the Chriftian Faith. Look to Mexico ! 
-—fee a monitor, a High Pried of your religion, collecting, by fair 
promifes and fweet perfuafion, a people round him ; and, when a 
plain was filled, commanding his bloodhounds, armed with fword 
and crucifix, to fall upon and murder them — becaufe one poor 
creature, who knew not what a book meant, had accidentally 
dropped a bible from his hands ! — fee him not fparing age or fcx, 
but butchering all, for the love of Christ ! — When have the 
deluded and enfrenzied mob of France perpetrated, in the full 
torrent of popular frenzy, fuch atrocities as this cruel Prielt com- 
mitted in cold blood ? when have they hunted down their fellow- 
creatures, mafl’acred children, and given their yet panting mem- 
bers to their dogs for food, as pious Chriflians, headed by a pious 
PrieH, have done in Mexico? Never! never!— Learn wil'dom, then, 
ye hypocrites ! and if you cannot convince your enemies by rea- 
fon, or conquer them by force, and if their predatory and wicked 
. progrefs is not to- be Hopped, do not l'an&ify their enormities, or 
palliate their crimes, in the eye of reafon, by a comparifon with 
thofe of a deeper dye : remember, that “ not to be the worfl Hands 
in lbme rank of prail'e,” and that the Jacobin cruelties of Paris, 
horrible though they were, were pity and tender mercy, compared 
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with the Chriftian butchery in Mexico, in Europe, in Afia, in 
every place where Popery ever fet its bloody hoof". 

You arc not, from what I fay, to infer that I entertain any 
illiberal animofity to Popery, as many men, and more women, do, 
merely becaufe its articles of Faith differ from thofe in whic h I 
was bred; I trull my heart and underflanding are above luch very 
degrading prejudices : but I abhor every thing that militates againll 
human happinefs — every thing that crufhes the operations of in- 
telled— every thing that flops the current of opinion, and pre- 
vents its courfe from enlarging and meliorating our condition : I 
abhor the impertinent and hypocritical intrufion of all Churchmen 
upon national or domeflic concerns ; the more, when that in- 
trufion is mifehievous ; and more ftill, when it affumes the mafic 
of piety — for that is at once a fraud upon Man and an abufe of 
God. All thofe caufes of abhorrence attach, more or lefs, to all 
feds of the Chriflian Religion, the Quakers only excepted — but 
to Popery rather more than to any of the others ; for it is obferved, 

* that while the very firfl principles of Chriflianity, as originally 
laid down in theory, are peace and good-will towards men, war- 
fere, perfecution and bloodfhed, have p radically marked its foot- 
flcps wherever it has trod, and its very eiTence been perverted by' 
its own Miniflers, who, entrufled with the key of the Temple, 
Heal the veflments from the altar, to cover the deformed, crooked 
back of vice. But the rays of dawning reafon now break with 
fuller light upon Mankind ; and it haflens to meridian refplendence, 

before 
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before which thofe phantoms raifed by pious jugglers will vanilh, 
and, “ like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion, leave not a wreck 
behind.” 


LETTER XII. 


In the Arfenal of Bruffels was another curiofity, which 
I overlooked in my lafl — a model of a cannon, conllrudted fo as to 
throw feven balls at once. It is fome confolation to philanthropy 
to refledt, that of all the abominable engines and infiruments 
which the inventive faculties of Man have difeovered to increafe 
the cruelty and carnage of war, not one has been of late times 
adopted. This model lies here, therefore, only as a memorial of 
the diabolical genius of the inventor. 

The Opera-houfe of Bruffels, accounted the nobleff and largetl 
in Europe, is built after the Italian manner, with rows of lodges or 
clofets, in moll of which are chimneys. One of thofe, which bc- 
. longed to a Prince, whofe title I now forget, was hung with look- 
ing-glafies, in which, while he fat by the fire, took refrefhments, 
or reclined on his pouch, he could fee the whole rcprefenl'tion, 
without being expofed to the view of either the adtors or the 
audience. 


I 
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The markets of Bruflels are very remarkable. The Dukes of 
St. Pierre paid no lefs than forty thoufand florins,, or upwards of 
three thoufand pounds fterling, for four pictures of them, painted 
by Rubens and Synder— Lewis the Fourteenth of France 
offered an immenfe fum of money for them ; but they found their 
way at laft into the colledtion. of the Britifh Earl of Orford. The 
value of them is faid, by connoifleurs, to be beyond computation. 

Bruflels is extremely well fupplied with water; for, befides 
the river, it has twenty public fountains, adorned with ftatues, 
at the corners of the moll; public ftreets ; and the lower part 
of the city is cut into canals, which communicate with the 
great one, extending from Bruflels to the Scheldt, fifteen miles : 
by means of this canal, which was finilhed in 1561, and coft the 
city eight hundred thoufand florins, a perfon may fail from Bruflels 
to the North Sea ; and barques do actually go twice a day to Ant- 
werp, and back again. 

This city is full of Churches, of which the moft remarkable is 
that of Saint Michael and Saint Gudula, commonly called the 
Cathedral. It is a fuperb, old Gothic ftrudture, and, from its cele- 
brated fituation, a moft beautiful ornament to the city. It is not 
only grand in its external appearance, but finely adorned within. 
The pillars which fupport the roof are lofty and elegant : and 
againft each is a ftatue of ten feet in height. There are no lefs 
than fixteen Chapels in it; and each Chapel is enriched with 
abundance of fplendid ornaments, altar finery, candlefticks, cru- 
cifixes. 
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cifixes, &c. and with fome excellent pi&ures too : a pi&ure of 
Jesus Christ prefenting the keys of Paradife to Saint Peter, 
which is reckoned among the chef-d’ceuvres of Rubens, hangs 
in one of thofe Chapels. There are fome monuments, alfo, of 
very great merit, in the choir of this Church. But that which I 
think by far the greateft and moft admirable curiofity (I mean of 
human workmanfhip) in the Church, is a pulpit — one of the 
richeft and moft cxquiliteiy wrought pieces I have ever feen : at 
the bottom are feen Adam and Eve as large as life, reprefented as 
at the moment when the Angel drove them out of Paradife : in 
both of their faces are deeply and expreflivcly marked the traits of 
a mindagonifed with anguifh and remorfe : behind Eve is a figure 
of Death, which follows them j and on the top of the pulpit are 
feen the figures of Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary crufh- 
ing the head of the Serpent. The llrong expreflions in the faces 
of all thofe figures, and the exquifite turn of the workmanlhip, is 
the more remarkable, as it is all cut out of oak wood. 

Of fupernatural curiofities, one of the Chapels in this Cathe- 
dral contains fome, that, for miracle, yield to none in the long 
catalogue of Monkifli devices. Three hofts or wafers are daily 
.worfhipped by the People j which hofts or wafers, the Priefts 
firmly affert, and the People as firmly believe, were, fo long ago 
as the year 1 369, ftabbed by a Jew, and bled profufely. They 
are expoled on every feftival, in a chalice richly fet with dia- 
monds ; and on the firft Sunday after every thirteenth of July, 
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there is » yearly proceffion in memory of this ftabbing and bleed- 
ing, when the hoftsare carried in great ftate round the city, em- 
belliffied with all manner of precious ftones, and attended by all 
the Clergy, fecular and regular, the Magiffiates, the Courts of 
Juftice, and even by the Governor of the Province : the Chapel 
where they are kept is of marble, and the altar of folid filver. 

Great God ! what an opprobrium to the human underftanding, 
that, at the time when the mind of Man is diffidently enlightened 
to avoid the weaknefs of ffiameful credulity, a whole People ffiould 
Hoop to fuch extravagant impofition ! what a ffiame to juftice and 
honefty, that thofe who are trufted to guard the rights of a People, 
and who certainly are too well informed to yield their belief to 
fuch traffi, ffiould yet join in, and give the weight of their autho- 
rity to fo grofs, fo wicked a deception on a Community ! The Ma- 
giftrates, the Courts of Jufficc, and the Governor — they walk, 
too, in company with the bald-pated impoftors — Good God ! can 
more be faid ? volumes of comment could not elucidate or render 
it more confpicuoufly abfurd than the bare recital of the fed; 
itfelf. 

It is impoffible for me to recount to you the number of Nun- 
neries, of various Orders, in which unfortunate women were cloi-, 
llered up, fomc from bigotry, and others by force, in this city. 
There were, however, two of them Engliffi— one of Dominican 
Ladies, founded by Cardinal Howard, in the reign of Charles 
the Second, of which a Lady of the Noble Houfe of Norfolk was 

always 



( 69 ) 


always Abbefs : the other is of Benedi&ine Nuns ; the Beguinage 
of the latter is like a little town, furrounded with a wall and ditch, 
and divided into pretty little ftreets, where every Beguine has her 
apartment ; the number of them amounts in general to feven or 
eight hundred, fometimes more. 

If population be the true ftrength of a Nation, this part of 
Popery is very impolitic. The fucceffion of women in this one 
Convent fince the reign of* Charles the Second, muft amount to 
many thoufands. Had thofe been married, and, on an average, 
had only two children each, with the children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren, down to the prefent day, in all the ramifi- 
cations of defcent, there is not a doubt but their number would 
equal that of the whole people of fome extenfive Provinces. What, 
then, muft be the lofs to the population of the earth, arifing from 
the celibacy of fo many millions of males and females as have been 
configned to fterility in the Catholic Countries, ever fince that 
extraordinary do<ftrine came firft into fafhion ? It is out of the reach, 
of calculation : not but, now and then, they may have children— *- 
indeed they certainly have j but thofe are generally difpofed of in 
a way not to bring Ihame on the frail Sifterhood, or their Con- 
.feflors. 

In wading through fuch a torrent of offenfivc ideas as the in- 
numerable abfurdities and deceptions of Popilh Countries conti- 
nually raife in the mind, it is a pleafing circumftance to be relieved 
by the contemplation of fome really ufeful, humane inftitution j 

and 
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and fuch a one prefents itielf now to my recolle&ion : At Bruffels, 
and, I am told, at all great towns of the Netherlands, there is a 
public office for lending money at a very moderate intereft upon 
pledges : it is called the Mount of Piety j and was cftablilhed 
nearly 108 years ago by the Archduke Albert, and Isabella, 
his wife. By this inftitution, the Poor are faved from the fleecings 
and frauds of Pawnbrokers : and, to render it ftill more perfedt in 
accommodation, there are private paffages for entrance ; lb that 
thofe who would wiffi to conceal their neccffities, are exempted 
from the mortification of being feen publicly going in, or coming 
out. 

You have read, I prefume, that in the days of Heathenifm, 
the Deities of that curious Mythology were fuppofed to rejoice 
in the number Three. The Popiffi Code has fixed upon Seven 
as the lucky number. Thus they have feven lacraments, feven 
deadly fins, &c. &c. Bruffels has improved upon that ; and, tak- 
ing the hint from their bleffed Liturgy, has feven grand ftreets ; feven 
parilli-churchcs ; feven Patrician families, out of which the Ma- 
giftratesare or were elededj feven large fquares feven midwives, 
licenfedand fworn by the Senate ; and feven gates, leading to feven 
places of recreation and exercife, one to a place proper for fowl- , 
ing, a fecond to a place for filhing, a third to one for hunting, a 
fourth to pleafant fields, a fifth to paftime grounds, a fixth to 
fprings and vineyards, and a feventh to gardens. Befides all which 
fevens, they boaft of having once had the great good fortune 

of 
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of entertaining, at one time, feven Crowned Heads, with feven 
thoufand horfe belonging to their retinue. If there were any fpell 
in the number Seven, the People of Bruflels furely mull have been 
fecure from all mifehief ; but the Sans-culottes have broken the 
charm, difperfed the necromancers, and lowered poor number 
Seven to its mere arithmetical value. 

The Inns, or eating-houfes, in this city, were equal to any in 
the world : a ftranger might dine there better and cheaper than in 
any place, perhaps, on earth. The wines, alfo, were excellent 
and cheap ; and coach-hire beyond expectation reafonable — And 
here I recoiled; to remark to you, that, all the way from Oftend 
to Bruflels, one is obliged to fit, dine, &c. in bed-chambers; a 
circumftance which is extremely difeordant to the feelings of thofe 
who have been ufed to Britifh Inns, although the bed-chambers 
are, to fay the truth, large and commodious. At the very walls 
of Bruflels begins the famous wood of Sogne, from which the 
inhabitants were allowed to cut wood for fuel : as fall as the trees 
were cut down, frefh ones were planted in their Head ; by which 
means the wood was preferved, and it afforded a continual fupply 
to the Poor. 

. Bruflels is fo very remarkable a place, that I have taken more 
than my ufual fcope of defeription of it. Juft as I had finifhed it, 
I read a paragraph in the public papers, ftating that it is likely to 
be annexed to the territories of the French Republic. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 


Hitherto, as I have proceeded on my travels, I 
have been purpofely very particular in my defcriptions of the 
towns through which I paffed on my way to India, in order to give 
your mind a difpolition to inquiry, and point out to you an over- 
flowing fource of improvement and delight. Having fo far lhewn 
you how amply you will be rewarded, even in amufement, by the 
trouble of fearching into books, for the accurate topographical 
defcriptions of towns, cities, building, &c. &c. I think I may fpare 
myfelf that labour for the future, and confine myfelf to thofe 
points that more immediately apply to the enlargement of the 
mind — I mean, the government, laws, manners and character of 
the People of each Country; and only ufe the former as fubfer- 
vient to the latter purpofe, at leaft until I come to thofe places 
where, the ground being but little trodden by Britifh feet, more 
precife defeription may become neccffary. 

But, before I leave the Netherlands, I mull make a few re- 
marks upon the Country and People, which it would be unpardon- 
able in me to onnt, after having been already fo minutely par- 
ticular in things of inferior merit to the fcope of my plan. 

Although 
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Although perfonal appearance be, in the eye of Moral Philofo- 
phy, a very inferior confideration, and mind the proper ftudy of 
Manj yet, in defcribing a People, I cannot think it altogether 
unneceffary to include their perfonal appearance, as it will be 
found that there exifts a greater analogy between the perfon and the 
mind of Man than is generally perceived. Thus the lively hilarity, 
the rcftleis activity, the levity and fantaftic character of the French, 
are ltrongly pourtrayed irf the national perfon. In like manner, 
the lufty, fat, clumfy and mislhapen perfon of the People of the 
Netherlands, is ftrongly illuftrative of the temper and habit of 
their mind, intelledts and fpirits : induftrious and heavy •, dull of 
underftanding, but not defective in judgment j flow in work— 
but, perfevering in effort, and unerring in the proccfs, they are 
generally fuccefsful in the end: in war, cold and backward at 
oftenfive operations, but inflexible and terrible in refiftance; like 
the boar of the foreft, they feek not the combat with any, but 
will not go out of their way to decline it with the moil powerful : 
their appetites and defires cooler than other Nations, but lefs fub- 
jedt to change or caprice : never violently in love, but rationally 
attached to their wives ; and both men and women faithful to their 
conjugal vow, as well from natural temperament, as from a prin- 
ciple of virtue. 

Thus conilituted by Nature, the effedts of their induflxy arc 

* 

wonderful in every thing, but chiefly in their canals and fluices, 
which ferve not only for the fupport of their commerce, and the 
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facility of intercourfe, but for their defence again ft enemies: this 
was in other times; but, alas! the former of thefe ufes, commerce, 
has fo entirely abforbed all their intellect, and poflefled their very 
fouls, that they feem almoft entirely negligent of the latter ; and 
from being, of all People, the moft wife and vigilant in determining 
and afeertaining their rights, the moft zealous afi'erters and defen- 
ders of their independence, the moft ardent friends to Liberty, and 
the moft determined enemies to Slavery, they are become a fort of 
ftrange, inconfiftent, hotch-potch politicians, whom ingenuity 
itfelf would find a difficulty in deferibing. They retain fo much 
of their ancient and noble vigilance as ferves to make them fufpi- 
cious — fo much of their independence as difpofes them to 
change — fo much of their jealoufy as ftimulates them to refift- 
ance — but not one particle of their former wifdom, to inftrudt 
them where they fheuld attach themlelves, where refift, or where 
refolve to adt— nor of their courage to carry any refolution they 
might form into effedt. 

In the year- 1781, the Emperor Joseph the Second came to 
Bruffels, in order to indulge his paternal feelings as a Monarch 
with the contemplation and view of his Subjects, and alfo to be 
inaugurated; and perhaps upon no occafion that has ever occurred 
in the moft volatile Nation, was there greater joy more univer- 
fally exprelfed. For fome time before his arrival, the whole 
Country was in motion; and, even with them, domeftic induftry 
flopped its ufual perfevering pace, fufpended in the eager, anxious 
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expedition of his arrival. Every thing in the birth, education, 
natural difpofition and perfon of the young Emperor, united to 
imprcfs his Subjects with the moll exalted opinion of his goodnefs, 
and to infpire all ranks of people with the moll fortunate prefages 
of a wife and beneficent government. Nor did he difappoint 
them : his conduit, when among them, is handed over to remem- 
brance, by a variety of aits of benevolence and condefcenfion, 
which Ihewed that the gran'deur of the Monarch had not made him 
forget the nature of the Man, and that his heart was better fitted 
for the mild, domellic enjoyments of a Subjeil, than the Hern and 
unbending hardihood fit for a King : for I am perfeilly of opinion 
with the celebrated Junius, that there are virtues in a private 
Man which are vices in a King; and that the Monarch of a Coun- 
try, in order to preferve refpeil, lliould avoid familiarity, and keep 
his perfon lacred from too general obfervation. Shakspeare has 
put into the mouth of his Henry the Fourth, a beautiful ex- 
prelfion on this fubjedl, well worth the attention of Kings — 

« Had T fo Iavifh of my prcfencc been, 

“ So common hackney’d in the eyes of men, 
w Opinion, that did help me to the Crown, 

“ Had ftill kept loyal to poiTeflion, 

<c And left me in reputclcfs banifhmcnt, 

“ A fellow of no mark, nor likelihood. 
u By being fcldom feen, I could not ftir, 

“ But, like a comet, I was wonder’d at: 
w That men would tell their children. This is he.’' 
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and, in his perambulating alone and , incog. Hopped 
publfc-houli, where the people were buffly employed tn enter- 
taining themfclves: he went in, and inquired why they were o 
merry— “ Sir,” faid one of the country people, “ we are cele- 
brating a marriage.” “ May I be permitted to join the com- 
pany?” faid the difguifed Emperor. The hoft obtained that per- 
mifiion for him. When he entered the room, the married couple 
were prefented to him, and he received them with great gaiety, 
fat down, drank their health, and, having informed himfelf of their 
fituation, took leave of the company: but what was their aftomfli- 
ment, when, on lifting up a bottle of wine, they found a draft 
for fix hundred florins, figned Joseph, and payable for the ufe 
of the married couple ! 

At Luxembourg, when the People called aloud on Heaven to 
fhower down bleflings on him for his affability, he made ufe of this 
remarkable expreflion, while his feelings moiftened his eyes : “ I 
wifh I could make you as happy in my care, as I am in your affec- 


tion !” 
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The affability of Monarchs has often been magnified by the 
foolifh, and often blamed by the wife : But, if all the inflances of 
condefcenfion praftifed by Kings were like that I have recited of 
Joseph ; if they arofe from a found, unqueftionable fpirit of 
philanthropy, not from gaping curiofity, broad folly, or a puerile 
inquiGtive habit ; an d if, inilead of conceiving thofe they viGt paid 
for their intr-uGon with the honour of having converfed with 
Majefty, and leaving them churliftily, they would generouGy pay 
them with hard cafh, as the good Emperor Joseph did; then, 
indeed, their affability might defy the exaggeration of fools, and 
muft certainly command the applaufe of the wife. 

On the 13th of July, the ceremony of Inauguration took 
place at Bruffels. Nothing could equal the fplendour of the place 
but the general joy of the People : the crowds were beyond all 
conception immenfe, and every thing was carried on with regu- 
larity till evening, when, in playing off fome fire-works, that 
noble building the town-houfe took fire, and was burnt: fix 
unfortunate perfons loft their lives, and twenty were dangeroufly 
hurted : thofe who perifhed were abfolutely roafted, and their cries 
were beyond defeription piercing. To f'uch a temperas Joseph’s, 
you will readily conclude that this muft be a moft affli&ing cir- 
cumftance — it was fo ; and he left Bruffels under the preffure of 
very different feelings from thofe with which he entered it, and 
was followed by the prayers and bleffing of all the People. 


But 
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Hut now wc arc to view the reverfe of the medal. The found 
of their prayers for his welfare, and praifes of his goodnefs, had 
hardly died away upon their lips, ere their minds turned to revolt 
and rehellion. I will not fay that they were not right in one or 
other, or which of thole two extremes: certainly they could not 
be right in both; much lets can their fubfequent conduCt be juf- 
tified, or accounted for, in any principle of human nature, but that 
of the mod abjeCt meannefs, daftardly feeblenefs, and grofs folly. 
They returned to their allegiance, and befought forgivenefs : that 
forgivenefs was granted. How they have behaved lince, I have 
already informed you, (See Letter IV.); and I have now to add, 
that, pillaged by the French, and likely to be left unprotected, they 
have again held their necks out, foliciting the protection and the 
yoke of Aultria, and have actually offered to raife 100,000 men for 
the Emperor, if he will again drive the French out of their terri- 
tories-— An excellent word that if ! 

How a People, once formed for manly pith and love of Free- 
dom, could bend fo low, is unaccountable. It is a queftion hard 
to be determined, whether an obflinatc adherence even to a bad 
caufe, is not more refpeCtable, than a fickle, alternate dereliction, 
and adoption of right and wrong, as it fuits the caprice or conve- 
nience of the moment? Of two things fo very contemptible, I 
think the former the lead: odious and lead unmanly. 

At the fame time, my obfervations on the Country led me to 
conceive, that under the name of Freedom, they groaned under 
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the yoke of Tyranny ; for, though the Country was, as I have de- 
fcribed it, charming, its fecundity unfurpafled, its face decorated 
with the bed gifts of Providence — I mean, finding fields and 
bleating plains — though Ceres profufely repaid the labours of the 
huibandman, though every field had the appearance of a garden, 
and though, upon inquiry, I found that land which would bring 
in England five pounds an acre, rented at eight, nine and ten {hil- 
lings of our money at mod'-— yet, in fpite of all this, the farmers 
were rather poor in general— not even one of them to be found 
rich or lubftantial, like the middle rank of that clafs of men in 
England. .They wanted the great dimulus to indudry — fecurity 
of their property : they were liable to be turned out by their land- 
lords at pleafure, and to be plundered when it fliould plcafc fomc 
Monarch to make war. 

The firft of thefe, however, you will obferve, is not the op- 
prefiion of the Emperor : it is the tyranny of that word of all con- 
llitucnt parts of a State, an Aridrocracy — a vile Aridocracy ! — that 
univerfal, that every-day defpotifm, under which all places groan,, 
more or lels — which is exercifed in all the various gradations of 
life that chequer fociety, from the great man who, under the 
name of Minidcr, domineers over the Peer, to the country fox- 
hunting favage, who puts a poor wretch in jail to pine for years, 
(his family, the while, fupported by the parifii charity), only for 
doing that which makes the enjoyment of his own life, killing a 
partridge or a hare ! — that Aridocratic tyranny which is feen 
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fcowling on the brows of a fw&ggering fellow in power, adopted 
by his lecretary with increafe, by him handed down to an upftart 
let of fellows in office, dependent on his fmile, and by them dif- 
played in all the naufeous, defpicable forms which awkwardnefs and 
ignorance, lifted above their ftation, never fail to affiime — the 
cold referve, the afFe&ed Hare, the liillefs nod, the feigned deaf- 
nefs, blindnefs, abfence, and other faffiionable perfections, which 
ferve as vents for upftart arrogance, and indemnify the fycophant 
for the vile homage and fubmiffion which he has before paid fomc 
wretch mean and arrogant as himfelf!— -I tell you, my dear Fre- 
derick, it is this Ariftocratic ufurpation of power, where power 
exifts not, nor is neceffiiry— this infulting aflumption of fupe- 
riority, this hidden petty oppreffion which rears its head in every 
manor, nay, almoft every town and village in the Kingdom, that 
puts the Nations out of tune, mars the harmony of focial arrange- 
ment, and renders power in the aggregate obnoxious. 'Why, our 
very women have their faucy, Ariftocratic, fupercilious front, their 
haughty ftare, their contemptuous titter ; and barter the winning 
foftnels of the fex, the dimples where the loves fhould dwell, for 
the haughty toft of the head, the ill-natured fneer, and the in- 
fulting He&or’s frown — And thus the fpirit of Ariftocracy, like a 
poifonous weed, grows and expands from one to the other with 
baleful luxuriance, gradually overfpreading the whole face of hu- 
manity, flopping the wholefome current of the focial atnaofphere, 
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and choaking up the lefs rank but more ufeful plants— Thus it 
goes round in lhameful traffic •, and, as the Poet fays, 

“ The wh — rc Ihe kicks her cully, 

“ Court-waiters are kick’d at call ; 

“ We are all kick’d, yet bully 
“ While int’reft kicks the ball.” 

I am perfuaded, that if the grievances of the moft defpotic 
States were fairly eftimated, and affigned to their real authors, the 
Princes of fuch States would be found refponfible for a very fmall 
fhare indeed, when compared with the Ariftocracy : and by Arif- 
tocracy, I mean not merely Lords, but all men who convert the 
wealth which Providence has bellowed upon them to the purpofes 
of Tyranny, Exactions, Impofition, and Oppreflion— under which 
four heads we will again find, not only imprifonment for begging 
alms, imprifonment for fliooting a partridge, but often l'edinftion, 
adultery, and perfecution for refilling or rel'orting to law for punilh- 
ment of that ledudtion or adultery. Of all thofe things, the proofs, 
I fear, in all Nations, are abundant : I am fure they are fo in the 
bell governed State in Europe — I mean, England — 

“ Qui capit, ille facit.” 

I have thrown up a fool’s cap : how many are there who will 
privately put it on ! 
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L E r T E R XIV. 


A s the time of my departure -from Bruflels approached, 

I found the bitter fenfations with which I left London, in lbine 
meafure, returning. My fortunate encounter with General Lock- 
hart had afforded me a temporary refpite; but now I was once 
more to face an unknown country alone, without the chance of 
again meeting a friend to folace my mind, or mitigate my woe, on 
this fide of India. 

Having feen as much of Bruffels as my time and occalions would 
at all allow, and, in truth, having rather trel'paffed on my plan, 
for the reafons juft mentioned, I determined to pulh forward as 
faft as it was pofliblc, and took poll for Liege, where I arrived, 
after paffmg through a beautiful, fertile, well-cultivated country, 
to the charms of which the renewed agony of my feelings rendered 
me almoft infenliblc. 

As we have now almoft the whole length of Germany before 
us to travel through, it will be proper, before I proceed further, to 
give you a general idea of the Conftitution of this vaft Empire — 
over all which, while one great Monarch nominally prelides, there 
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are fpread a number of petty Potentates, who really rule after a-, 
diftinCt forms of Government as almoft any two Governments, how- 
ever remote, in Europe. 

Confidering the nature of Government abflraftedly, one would 
fuppofe that it arofe from the general will of the fociety governed, 
and was formed for their ufe and benefit alone : but if we view the 
different fyilems Icattered over the civilized part of the earth, we 
fhall find that they originated from force and fraud ; and that, in 
their firft formation, when bodily prowefs, not intellectual power, 
bore fway — when he that could carry the ftrongeft armour, and 
Jftrike the heavieft blows, was lure to govern — when mere animal 
ftrength and ferocity difinherited reafon of her rights, and robbed 
her of that alcendancy to which the invention of gunpowder, aided 
by the art of Printing, has fince in fome fort reflpred her — the 
balls upon which Governments were raifed was, one man, not the 
whole fociety ; the point then was, how this or that ftrong ruffian 
could colled molt Haves about him, not how this or that fociety 
Ihould choofe the belt head : if he had ftrength to carry havoc 
through the ranks of their enemies, and then to overawe them- 
felves, he was fure of dominion over the people, and left it to his 
fon ; but if it fo happened that he did not alio bequeath to him 
'bodily prowefs to preferve it, the next ftrong ruffian l'eized the 
reins, flung him from his feat, and kept it till he, or fome one of 
his heirs, was again ferved fo in his turn by fome other ulurper. 
Hence arofe the cabals and intrigues of courts, the fpirit of party, 
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and inte/Hne commotion ; till at length the People, for their own 
fecurity, and to avoid the horrors of civil war, made choice (from 
difmal neceflity) of fome one family to rule them. As focicty 
advanced, and opulence held forth temptation, fome greater ruffian, 
followed by a horde of needy, famifhed barbarians, made incurfions 
on thofe rulers ; and being irrefiftible, as well from numbers firmly 
connected, as from the powerful impull'e of neceflity, under whofe 
banners they generally robbed and ravaged, was fubmitted to on 
terms, and became Lord Paramount of a number of petty Sove- 
reigns, who did homage to him, and fleeced the miferable fubjedts, 
to keep him in humour ; and thus, in a feries of time, the power 
of both took root, and remained immoveable, unlefs when torn up 
by fome violent tempeft that convulfed the State, and ihook it to 
its foundations. 

Reading this account, you will very naturally exclaim, “ Good 
God! how abfurd! how irrational!” Yet fo it is; and from this 
fource, muddy though it be, is modern honour, and modern great- 
nefs, and modern high blood, derived : from this foul and turbid 
fountain have moil of the Governments of the world ifTued ; from 
thofe ftrong men of yore have moll of our modern governors de- 
feended : and as it generally happens (fo equally has Providence 
diftributed the gifts of Nature) that the ftrength of the intelledual 
part is in the inverfe ratio of the animal, perhaps that is the reaion 
why Monarchs are formed, in general, of greater bodily vigour 
than mental endowments, and better fitted for the Field than the 
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Cabinet — and for this reafon are obliged to take from the puifne 
ranks of their Subjects fome afiiftant, fo far removed from the great 
ftandard of antique dignity, as to poffefs uuderftanding enough to 
govern. 

Upon a retrofpeftive view of the Hiftory of Europe, it will be 
found, that for a long time after the birth of Christ, Germany 
was divided among fuch petty rulers as I have deferibed, who each 
held his little State in fovereignty, and was called Princeps in 
Latin, or, in plain Englilh, Prince. After the downfall of the 
Weftern Empire, a Nation called Franks , from that part called 
Franconia, over-run a great part of Gaul and Germany, and in the 
fifth century took poffeflion of that part of Gaul which lay North 
of the river Loire. In the year 800, Charlemagne, the ion 
of Pepin, their King, formed an immenfe Empire in the Weft; 
comprehending a great part of Germany, France, Italy, and a part 
of Spain. About eighty years afterwards, the petty Princes of 
Germany Ihook off the French Carlovinian race, and eledted an 
Emperor of their own from the Houfe of Bavaria. 

At laft Henry the Fourth, having difpleafed that grand, 
arbiter the Pope, was put under the ban, and in confequence de- 
pofed by the States} on which occafion His Holinei's had the 
addrefs to make that great dignity elective, he having uncontrouled 
power over the electors ; fince which it has continued fo, with 
l'ome modifications, and under certain regulations, formed by 
Charles the Fourth, at the Diet of Nurunberg. The election, 
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however, has been always fo managed, that it lias never departed 
from the regular line of fucccffion but when there was an abtual 
want of heirs. 

In a Country over which the Pope had fuch influence, it 
might reafonably be fuppofed that intolerance is carried to a great 
length ; but it is not fo, as a review of each particular State thews. 
The eftablilhed religion, in general, is Popery. Joseph the 
Second, that good and wile Monarch, difplayed a greater ipirit 
of toleration than any other Catholic Prince fince IIenry the 
Fourth of France. He was not murdered by a Friar for it, it is 
true — thofe days of pious barbar ity are paft ; but he was vifited 
on the occafion by His Holinefs, who, after a variety of remon- 
flxances again ft the relaxation he gave to religious feverity in his 
own dominions, finding him unmoved by papers, refolved to at- 
tack him in perfon: but, whether it was that the pontifical 
amulet loft its charm when out of the air of Rome, or that His 
Holinefs was not properly anointed before (like Hecate in Mac- 
beth) he took his flight, or that he forgot fome of thofe relics 
which were expedted to operate on Joseph’s mind, fo it was, 
that the good Emperor continued inflexibly attached to his former 
rel'olve ; and, after killing His Holinefs’ toe, and a thoufand 
other pretty politenefles, feat him back to Rome again with his' 
finger in his mouth ; and a ftory to relate, that would, at one 
time, have fet all Europe in a flame, and fent the good Mo- 
narch, like Henry the Second of England, to lalh himfelf 
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naked over the rotten remains of fome vagabond fraudulent 
Pried. 

In the election of Emperor, the laws of the Empire have laid 
down no qualification but that which ought to be the Jine qua non 
of all Princes, namely, • that he be jujius, bonus , et utilis— 
Neither have they made any limitation in regard to religion, na- 
tion, date, or age; neverthelefs, the majority of electors being 
Papifts, a Roman Catholic Prince is always chol'en. 

The rank of the Emperor is very great : he is looked upon 
by all Crowned Heads as the firft European Potentate ; and, as 
fueli, precedence is always given him and his ambaifadors : he is 
the fuprertie Head of the German Empire ; but his power in the 
nil mini fixation thereof is very limited indeed. In ancient times, 
the Emperor had confidcrable domains and incomes ; but warfare 
and prodigality have diilipated the greateft part of them, and they 
have been fuccefiively alienated or mortgaged, fo that his revenues 
were very inconfiderable lately, and now, iince the French war, 
are almoJc as nothing. 

The prclcnt Emperor Francis found the Empire, when he 
was elected, incumbered - with difficulties of the mod enormous 
magnitude— a war on which the exigence of every Monarchy in 
Europe feemed to depend, an exhaufied treafury, and a difpofition 
to revolt in a piart of his dominions, the Netherlands. At this 
prefent time, his fituation is, beyond that of every other Prince, 
lamentable : — almoft all Ills refources gone, and an infolcnt, for- 
midable. 
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midable, triumphant enemy, proceeding and carrying conqueft by 
rapid ftrides through his Country. He called upon his People 
to fupport him. The States of the Netherlands, inftead of affift- 
*ng him to Hop the progrefs of the enemy, invited and opened 
their gates to them, put them in their bofom, and were ftung. 
Of the other States, fome refufe their aid, while fome have re- 
courfe to feeble expedients j and, to evade the weight, temporife, 
procraftinate, and lliuffle, till at length will come the French 
Army, and force them to do for their enemy ten times more 
than (if done timely, and with a good grace) might fave the Em- 
pire and themfelves. The King of Prussia, one of thofe 
States, on being called upon, fays he is bufily employed in fecur- 
ing the plunder of Poland, and cannot come— while the tyger 
is glutting in the blood of the harmlefs flocks, the huntfmen 
are coming upon him, to cut him off. As an Englilhman, zealous 
for the welfare of my Country, I wifli the King of Prussia may 
not, by his attention to Poland, facrificc all Germany to the French. 
As an honeft man, I cannot help entertaining a wifh, that the fcan- 
dalous and outrageous wrongs done to Poland, and this treachery 
to the Allies whom he himfelf brought into the prelent difficulties, 
may be expiated by any calamity, however great, that does not 
extend to the intereft or wellbeing of Europe. 

It is a maxim in Courts of Equity, that a man coming to demand 
redrefs, fliould come with clean hands, and, feeking equity, fliould 
do equity. This maxim has unfortunately never yet extended to 
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decilions between States : power is their right, and force decides— 
Yet, in a conteft like the prefent, the very foundation of which is 
hoftility to Kings, and which is carried on in the twofold way of 
arms, in the open field and private negociation for infurredion j 
when, for the intcrefl of the caufe they efpoufe,. as well as their 
own perfonal fafety, Kings Ihould afl'ume at once their belt form 
to appreciate themlelves, and difcrcdit their enemies in the eyes 
of Mankind — in fuch a Hate of things, I fay, for the King of 
Prussia and the Empress of Russia to take the part they have 
done with regard to Poland, is fo extravagant, that we can only 
account for it in the will of the Almighty predilpofing them 
for fome extraordinary crifis. No one would exped them to de- 
part from their accultomed crooked path of policy, if fafety did 
not loudly call upon them to proceed in the dired road. It is 
monltrous to lee beings endowed with common fenfe, expending 
themfelves in an unjult Itruggle for aggrandizement, while the 
fword of extinction is fufpended by a hair over their heads. 

But to return — In this ftate is the young Emperor at this mo- 
ment, deferted by his People in the Low Countries, unaided by his 
Continental Ally, and fupportcd only by Great Britain. What the 
iflue may be, God alone can tell : but every one pofieffing a heart 
of feeling, or a Angle fentiment of honour or juftice, mult with that 
young Prince a fortunate delivery from the difficulties which the 
impolicy and wickednefs of others have led him into, and which 
the treachery of fome of them make more formidable, if not utterly 
infuperable. 
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letter XV. 


T it e various dill riels or territories into which Germany 
is divided, go under a variety of dellgnations, not known among 
us as independent titles to power — Principalities, Seigniories, 
Counties, Electorates, Margravates, and Bilhoprics lay and fpi- 
ritual. Of the lay Bilhoprics, Ofnaburg, the Prince Bilhop of 
which is our Duke of York, makes one : and Leige, where we 
are now arrived, is the territory of a Bilhop lay and fpiritual, or 
fpiritual and temporal, one of the faireft kind of that clafs— for he 
poffeffes temporalities, and enjoys them; whereas their Lordlhips 
merely fpiritual, enjoy and have the ingratitude and impudence to 
renounce them : but no matter for that ; the Bilhop of Liege pof- 
fellcs a Bilhopric, fruitful in corn, wine, wood and pafture, with 
air extremely pleafant and temperate j and while the latter gives 
his terreftrial clay health and appetite, the former afford him the 
means of prelerving the one, and indulging the other, with true 
fpiritual comfort, and high eccleliaftical voluptuoufnefs. In cafes of 
repletion, too, the mineral waters of the Bilhopric, particularly the 
well-known one of Spa, offer their aid ; and fomc of the bell beer 
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in the world, which is brewed in thefe territories, divcrfifics his 
fpiritual Lordfliip’s cup, and, with its pungent bitter, lends back 
his palate to his wine with renovated reiilh. 

It is adonifhing how inconfident with themfclves, and how dif- 
cordant in their conflituent principles, romc very wife inditutions 
are. Thus Epilcopacy, and all other branches, pods or ranks, 
high or low, commiffioned or non-coimniffioned, of the Church, 
publicly and fydematically profefs poverty, abftinence, and an utter 
indifference to temporal concerns, while their livings are enor- 
mous, and themfelvcs overfed. Nay, fo cautioufly has ecclefial- 
tical law provided for that, even in our liberal cdablifhments, that 
a Bilhop, at his indalment, politivcly declares, in the face of Gon, 
at the holy altar, that he is averlc to being a Bilhop — mh Epif- 
copari. Under fitch conditions, what mud not the charity, the 
condefcenfion, the mortifying fubmiffion of a Divine be, to doop 
to a Bilhopric, and fulfer fuch a heavy load to be heaped upon hi» 
back— againd his will! Afluredly, the impoiing a Bilhopric upon 
him mud be a great ad of violence on his inclinations: for t can - 
not think it podible that a Chrillian Divine would, in the fird 
place, commit the crime of limony by fccking preferment, and 
gaining it by proditution j much Id's can I believe that lie would 
be guilty, at the holy altar, of a folemn ad of perjury, by ['wear- 
ing nob EpiJ'copari , if he was not adually, and bomjulc, averlc to i 
Bilhopric. 
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The Bilhop of Liege, however, may be fairly acquitted on the 
fcore of his temporal half, for the (hare of tranfgreffions committed 
by his fpiritual half. And unqueftionably, as a Chriftian Divine, 
he muft groan in fpiritual humiliation, when he refle&s that his 
title is emblazoned with the gorgeous vanities of Prince of Liege, 
Duke of Bouillon, Marquis of Franchemont, Count of Looz, &c. 
Such a fet of proud worldly titles are of themfelves fufficicnt (put- 
ting the wine and beer, and repletion, out of the queftion) to 
annihilate the fpiritual merits of the Bilhop, and expunge the 
grace of God from his name here, if not from himfelf hereafter. 

Of all kinds of Slavery, that Nation groans beneath the worft, 
which has the name, without the offence, of a free Conftitution; and 
Germany abounds with fuch. By the Conftitution of this Billiop- 
ric, the Government confifts of three States : the firft is the Chapter 
of Liege j the l'econd, the Nobility; and the third, the Deputies 
of the towns and capital. Thefe, however, are very feldom called 
together, except to raife taxes , or on fome fuch extraordinary 
emergency : but there is a Committee of the States who meet three 
times a week, and in time of war daily; they are always about the 
Prince Bifhop, to make remonftrances, and demand the redrefs of 
grievances — from whence we may reafonably infer, that the People 
are well protected, or at leaft well governed; the continual inter- 
courl’e between the Committee and Biihops, no doubt, tending to 
promote a very happy influence in favour of the People ! 
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In forming this Conftitution, fpecial care has been taken to 
give the firft State a great preponderance. The Chapter is to con- 
lift of fixty perfons, who mull either prove their Nobility for four 
generations, both by father and mother, or have been Doctors or 
Licentiates of Divinity for feven years, or of Law for five years, in 
fome famous Univerfity, before they can be admitted. 

How is it that the profefiion of the Law fhould bear fuch potent 
fway in almoft all Countries— that, even in Liege, a Catholic 
Country and Ecclefiaftical Government, five years ftudy of the Law 
fiiould be deemed an equal qualification to feven of Divinity ? In 
England, and its dependencies, the afcendancy of the Law is Hill 
greater; and even in America, that profefiion is the firfl ftep to 
State honours. The truth is, that the fcience of the Law, which, 
however defpicable in pra&ice, is the nobleft of human fciences, 
quickens and invigorates the underflanding more than all the other 
kinds of learning put together; while the ftudy of Divinity (I do 
not mean real Divinity or Morality, but that whimfical jumble of 
miracles and incongruities, of fulfome cant and fenfelefs rhapfody, 
called fo by Churchmen) contrails the underflanding, and bends 
it into a kind of crooked cunning. Formerly, the Clergy were the 
difpenfers of the Laws, and they alone ftudied it — Happy times ! 
happy People ! When the united powers of both Lawyers and 
Priefls were lodged in the fame perfon, it is no wonder that they 
were able to enflave the perfons, when they had got poflefiion of 
the underflanding, of the People— that we at this day fee fo many 
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ftupendous monuments remaining of their pride and power, and 
that the bloated load of Epifcopacy ftill has its votaries and fup- 

porters. 

The Bifhopric of Liege is very populous and extenfive, contain- 
ing many large Towns, many Baronies and Seigniories, feventecn 
Abbeys for men, who muff be all gentlemen, and eleven foi ladies, 
exclti/ive of Avarms of inferior note. In this diilribution of the 
Abbeys, male and female, I do not think that fuflicicnt regard has 
been had to equality of numbers: 1 really think the Fathers have 
been ill lift'd. The Indies, though, I dare fay, arc well enough 
contented with the arrangement. 

Although, as I have already apprized you, I do not mean to 
enter into a minute defeription of towns, lb very ealily found in 
many volumes of Geography and Hiltory, there occafionally occur 
certain curiolities in lome of thole towns, which it would be un- 
pardonable in me to pals over, as they may not perhaps be found 
in fuch books of thoie fciences as fall in your way. 

Liege, the capital of the Bilhopric, is unqueftionably a beau- 
tiful city, of immenle lize: its opulence, its plealantnefs, its plenty 
and falubrity, may be calculated from the name it has long been 
exprellly called by way of eminence — the Paradife of Priejis 
Indeed, it muft needs be a holy and a happy city; for it is chiefly 
occupied with Convents, Churches, and other religious foundations* 
The Paradife of Priejis! — Excellent ! Why, if the Genius of 
Senfuality himfelf were to torture his invention for centuries, to 
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ftrike out an appellation for the grand emporium of luxury, volup- 
tuoufnefs and fenfual enjoyment, he could not have hit on one fo 
Angularly appropriate as the Paradife of Pr lefts. 

In a grand Cathedral here, are five great filver cherts full of rc- 
liques, befides feveral filver ftatucs of Saints; and a Saint George 
on horfeback, of mafiy gold; and in Saint William’s Convent, 
without the city, is the tomb of the famous Englifli traveller. Sir 
John Mandeville, from' whom all lying travellers have been 
iince proverbially called Mamlevilles — an appellation which, I 
promile you, I will hazard the imputation of dullnefs rather than 
incur. I fuppofe it was for his truly prieftlike powers in the mar- 
vellous that he was honoured with a birth among their Reverences. 
They have thought it neceflary, however, to entreat, by an iiifcrip- 
tion in bad French, all perfons who fee it, to pray for his foul. 
In truth, poor Sir John’s marvellous rtories were as harmlcfs as 
ever were invented, and entertaining to boot. If fo much could 
be faid for their Reverences, they might venture to reft their fu- 
ture fafety on their own innocence and God’s mercy: but I fear 
their miracles cut deeper, and will be found to go to a much more 
important and ferious account. 

In the Bifliopric of Liege, twenty miles from the capital, Hands 
the famous town of Spa, fo renowned for its excellent waters, that 
it has become a vulgar name for almoft all mineral waters whatfo- 
ever. Thofe are faid to open obftrudtions, concoft crudities, dry 
up exceflivc moifture, and ftrengthen the llervcs and bowels ; and 
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fucli is their reputation, that prodigious quantities of them are 
carried into foreign countries. 

Fortunate coincidence, to have fuch a choice and eafy panacea 
for intemperance attached to the Paradife of Priejts ! / • 


LETTER. XVI. 


Aix-la-Chapelle — The imperial city of Aix-la- 
Chapelle, by the Germans called Achen, lies at the diftance of 
twenty-fix miles, nearly Eaft, of Liege. As it was a moderate ftage, 
the weather fine, and the face of the country around beautiful, I 
found my journey extremely pleafant, and entered that famous city 
in as good a difpofition to be pleafed with it, as circumftanees and 
reflexions fo melancholy as mine (which, in fpite of every effort,, 
would intrude themfelves) may be fuppofed to allow. It is cer- 
tainly a very fine city, and well deferves the reputation it has in 
all parts of the world. 

Perhaps no city in Germany has a fairer claim to antiquity 
than Aix-la-Chapelle; for it was famous, even in the time of 
the ancient Romans, for its waters, and was by them called 
Aquifgranum, or Urbs Aquenfs, It was deftroyed by the Huns, 
who, like the French now, deftroyed and trampled under foot 
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every veltige of refinement, wherever they carried their conquelL; 
and it lay in ruins till it was rebuilt by Charlemagne, who 
made it the feat of his Empire on this fide the Alps. By him ii 
was ordained, that the Kings of the Romans (hould be crowned 
there: and it has been famous, fincc that time, for Councils and 
Treaties, particularly that famous one between France and Spain 
in 1663, and another lately between France and Great Britain. 

Although there are many Protcftants, both Lutherans and 
Calvinifts, in this city, they are obliged to go to church two 
miles off, at a place called Vaels, in the Dutchy of Limburg; fo 
that Popery prevails with fome portion of its intolerance. Here, 
as in all other places fubjeft to its power, it has raifed the 
Gothic gloomy pile, accumulated enormous malfes of wealth, 
and hoarded up treafures, under the gulling pretexts of religious 
paraphernalia: a golden calket, fet with precious hones of inert i- 
mable value, is hoarded up, not for the actual value of the move- 
able, but as the only fit receptacle for a relique it contains— a curi- 
ous one, too, of even its kind — a bit of earth ! — A bit of earth ? 
yes ! a bit of earth, common earth ! — only with this fortunate 
circumftance in addition, that a drop of the blood of Saint Ste- 
phen fell, or is faid to have fallen, upon it, as he was honed to death! 
think of that, mailer Frederick! Why, when thofc things occur 
to me, I feel myfelf agitated by a whimfical tumult of fenfations, 
ferious and ludicrous, l'orrowful and merry, that it is impolfiblc to 
deferibe— — foinething like that hate in which the fpirits flutter 
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when a perfon whimpers between a laugh and cry. But, to carry 
the matter farther, when we recollett that fome of the wifeft and 
blighted: of Mankind, fome of the braved Warriors, ft erne ft Phi- 
lofophers, and ablcil Statefmen, that ever exifted, have been the 
dupes of thofe lhallow artifices, and actually have knelt in devout 
homage to thefe bits of earth, bone, fticks and done, &c. we mud 
allow that it anfwers a great and noble end, by pointing out to us 
the infirmity of our nature, and lhe\ying us, to ufe the words of 
one of our brighted luminaries, “ what fliadows we are, and what 
lhadows we purfue !” 

We have already had, and are likely yet to have, fuch a clumfy 
load of Cathedrals to attend to, that I ftiould not mention that of 
Aix-la-Chapelle (a large, gloomy, dreary, old-falhioned, Gothic 
pile), were it not that it carries along with it fome matters worthy 
of notice. What think you, then, of an Emperor, a Pope, and 
three hundred and fixty-fivc Biftiops, in one company ? Oh 1 
precious affemblage ! But where, I hear you a Ik — where, in the 
name of God, collect the Biihops ? a Pope and Emperor are eafily 
had ! My dear Frederick, three hundred and lixty-five Biihops 
might eafily be picked up in Chriftendom, and leave more behind, 
too, than would ferve any ufeful purpofe to the world. — Yes, the 
Emperor Charlemagne, and three hundred and lixty-five 
Biihops, were prefent at the Confecration of this Cathedral by 
Pope Leo the Third. That Emperor lies now in great Hate 
under the altar of the choir: Pope Leo rots in Rome; and for 
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the Bilhops, they are gone, perhaps, as Hamlet lays, “ to I Lop a 
beer barrel.” — 

<c Th’ imperial C^sar, dead, and turn’d to clay, 
u Might (lop a hole, to keep the wind away.” 

From fuch a fplendid and opulent attendance at the Conic- 
cration, one would naturally expedt that this Cathedral would 
have been, at the very outlet, enriched with coftly and valuable 
trappings : but no — one image of that of Liege would purchale 
the whole. It Ihould be recollcdted, however, that they were all, 
excepting the Emperor, Churchmen— -a clafs, whofe charity, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, has, like a ring, neither end nor beginning ; or 
at leaft ends and begins in itfelf, where nobody can fee it ; or, ac- 
cording to the old proverb, begins at home. 

To compenfate, however, for thofe worldly, worthlels vanities, 
gold, filver and jewels. His Holinefs, and their three hundred 
and fixty-five Graces, prefented the Cathedral with fome exqui- 
fite pieces of relique, of more ineftimable value, by their account, 
than the mines of Potofi or Golconda : the firlt, an old covering 
—it would be folly for me to fay, whether gown, petticoat or 
fhift — but they, that is to fay, the Priefts, fay, and the Faithful be- 
lieve them, that it was the fhift worn by the Virgin Mary at the 
birth of Christ — how their HolinelTes came by it, is hard to 
conjecture : — in the next place, a piece of coarfe cloth, which, 
they alfo fay, and are believed when they fay, was girt about 
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Christ on the Crofs : — thirdly, a piece of cord, with which they 
fay he was bound : — fourthly, fome of the blood of Saint Stephen, 
now eighteen hundred years old : — and, fifthly, a pifture of the 
Virgin and Child, emboffed on a jafper, by Saint Luke. With 
all due deference to their Reverences’ knowledge, I Ihould think 
a dozen ftatues in gold of the Apoltles would be rather a more 
valuable gift, and more ornamental, than thefc rags and cords, 
which I dare fay did not coll altogether fix pence. We talk here 
of our blue ribbons, our red ribbons, and our liars, as great do- 
nations j but I think the prefents of the Pope and three hundred 
and fixty-five Bilhops to the Cathedral of Aix-la-Chapelle, beat 
them out of the field, whether we confider the magnificence of 
the gift, or the generofity of the givers. 

But that which, above all things, renders Aix-la-Chapelle 
worthy of notice, is the falubrity of its waters, which bring from 
England, and all other European Nations, a vail concourfe of va- 
letudinarians, who contribute at once to the gaiety and opulence 
of the city and adjacent country. Some of thofe waters are ufed 
for drinking, and others for bathing, refembling very much, in their 
quality, the virtues of thofe of Bath in Somerfetlhire, but that fome 
of them are Hill hotter and llronger : they are unpleafant to t}ie 
tafle till ufe reconciles the palate to them, and moll of them have 
a very offenfive fmell ; but they are often powerful in effett, and 
give relief in a great variety of maladies and they are rendered 
Hill more palatable by the commodious neatnefs of the baths, the 
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excellence of the accommodations, and the great plenty of provi- 
fions, which are at once good and reafonable in this city. 

I ftaid fo Ihort a time at Aix-la-Chapelle, that I could not, 
without the aid of fome of the miracles wrought by the Saints of 
the Romilh Church, or Sir John Mandeville, acquire a fuffi- 
cient knowledge of the People, to attempt a defeription of them, 
or their manners — but it and Spa are fo well known, that you 
cannot have much trouble in finding a defeription of them already 
written. 

As far as my obfervations enabled me to judge, there was no- 
thing in the German character that had the power either to create 
intereft, or excite great attention.— They are rather to be approved 
than admired ; and, wanting thofe prominent features that fo whim- 
fically chequer other Nations with the extremes of bad and good, 
majcdic and ridiculous, afford little fubjedt to the traveller for the 
indulgence of fentimcntal reflection, or to the philofopher for the 
exercife of moral fpeculation. 
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LETTER XVII. 


Bidding adieu to the famous city of Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, which, very untraveller-like, I palled without drinking of 
its waters, I pulhed on, and foon arrived at the city of Juliers, the 
capital of a Dutchy of that name, fixteen miles from Aix. The 
Country itielf is wonderfully fruitful, teeming with abundance of 
all forts of corn, wood, pafture, woad, coal and cattle j above all, 
a moll excellent breed of horfes, of which great numbers are ex- 
ported. 

As to the city, though a capital, there was nothing in it that 
I thought worth attention— that of neatnefs is its greatell praife. 
It is not, like Liege, overloaded with enormous church edifices •, but, 
what is much better, the People are opulent, the Poor well fup- 
plied, and all happy. In all likelihood, this is owing to the 
inhabitants being a mixture of Protellant and Roman Catholic ; for, 
by a treaty between the Elector Palatine and the Emperor of Bran- 
denburg, refpefting the fucceffion of the territories of the Duke of 
Cleves, both the Lutherans and Calvinifts of this Dutchy, and of 
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Berg, are to enjoy the public exercifc of their religion, and all 
other religious rites. 

If experience would allow us to wonder at any thing in the 
management of the Rulers oi Nations, it mud; l’urely be matter of 
adonifliment, that in an article of fuch confequence as eternity, 
and which mull be directed by private fentiments alone, fuch vio- 
lence ihould fydematically be offered to opinion, and that Mankind 
fhould be dragooned, as they have been for fo many weary cen- 
turies, into the profeflion of particular modes of faith. Combating 
opinion by force is fo abfurd, that I am fure thofe who have at- 
tempted it, never could flatter themfolves with the flighted: hopes 
of fuccefs.. It is therefore clear, that it was in motives very dif- 
ferent from real wiflies for the eternal welfare of Man’s foul, that 
religious perfection originated. Political finefl'e and State dratagem 
are the parents of perfei ution : and until every Conditution is clean 
purged of religious prejudices, it mud continue to be clogged with 
obdru&ions, and involved in confufion. If it be objected that certain 
religious fects are hoflile to certain States, it may be anfwered, that 
they are fo becaufe the State is hodile to them. Ceafe to perfecute, 
and they will ceafe to be hodile — Sublata caufa tollitur effettus. 
It is folly, broad folly, to fuppofe that there arc in any particular 
religion, feeds of hodility to government, any more than in any 
particular name, complexion, daturc, or colour of the hair. Put, 
for experiment, all the men in the kingdom, of above five feet ten 
inches heigth, under teds and disqualifications, (and it would be 

full 



( KM ) 


full us rational as any other teds ) — and, my life for it, they would 
become lioftile, and very juftly, too; for there is no principle, 
human or divine, that enforces our attachment to that Government 
which refutes us protection, much lets to that which brands us with 
disqualifications, and ftigmatifes us with unmerited marks of infe- 
riority. 

I lie States of this Dutchy, and that of Berg, confift of the No- 
bility and the Deputies of the four chief towns of each; and they 
lay claim to great privileges in their Diets— but they are fubjeCt to 
the KleCtor Palatine, to whom they annually grant a certain fum 
for the ordinary charges of the Government, befides another which 
bears the name of a free gift. 

Some Authors fay that this town was founded by Julius; others 
deny it; the difpute has run high, and is impoflible to be deter- 
mined: fortunately, however, for Mankind, it does not iignify a 
draw who built it; nor could the dccifion of the queftion anfwer 
any one end that I know, of inflruCtion, profit or entertainment. 
Pci) vci /eves Ccipiunt animos. Thofc who rack their brains, or 
rather their heads, for brains they can have none, with fuch finical 
impertinent inquiries, iliould be puniflied with mortification and 
disappointment, for the mifufc of their time. But what clfe can 
they do: \ ou lay, Why, yes; they might fit idle, and refrain from 
wafting paper with fuch execrable fluff; and that would be better. 

By the bye, if there were two good friends in every library in 
Europe, licenfed to purge it, like the Barbar and Curate in Don 
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Quixotic, of all its ufelels and miSchievous flu If] many, many Shelves 
that now groan under heavy weights would Hand empty. 

Travelling over a very even road, and a country extremely tlat, 
(for from Aix-la-Chapelle I met with but one hill), I arrived at 
Cologne, the capital, not only of the Archbishopric of that name, 
but of the Circle of the Lower Rhine. My Spirits, which were not 
in the very belt tone, were not at all railed on entering the city, 
by the ringing of Church-bells, of all tones and ii/cs, in every 
quarter. Being a Stranger, I thought it had been a rejoicing day; 
but, on inquiry, found that it was the constant practice. Never, 
in my life, had I heard Such an infernal clatter: never before had I 
feen any thing fo gloomy and melancholy — tire Streets black — 
difmal bells tolling— bald-pated Friars, in myriads, trailing their long 
black forms through the Streets, molding their faces into every 
Shape that art had enabled them to aflame, in order to excite com- 
miferation, and begging alms with a melancholy long calculated 
for the purpofe, Somewhat like that of our blind beggars in Lon- 
don, and productive of the fame disagreeable effect upon the Spirits. 
In Short, I was not an hour in Cologne, when thole circumstances, 
conlpiring with the inluper.ible melancholy of my mind, made me 
wilh my Self out of it. 

Neverthelcls, Cologne is a fine city ; and if it be any Satisfaction 
to you to Spin thole fine imaginary ligaments that, in the brain of 
the book-worm, conned the ancient and modern world, I will 
inform you, that it was anciently called Coloma Agrippina, becaulc 
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Agrippina, the mother of Nero, was born there, and honoured it 
with a Roman Colony, becaufe it was her birth-place. The mind, 
forced back to that period, and contemplating the mifchiefs of that 
monflcr Nero, cannot help wifhing that Cologne had been burnt 
the night of her birth, and Mifs Agrippina buried in the ruins, 
ere the had lived to give birth to that fcourge of the world. 

Although the eftablifhed religion here be the Roman Catholic, 
extraordinary as it may appear, they are very jealous of power; 
and though the Ele&or, by his officers, adminifters juflice in all 
criminal caufes, they will not permit him, in perfon, to refide above 
three days at a time in the city, nor to bring a great train with 
him when he viiits it; for this reafon he commonly refidcs at 
Bonne. 

Cologne has a very confiderable trade, particularly in Rhenifh. 
wine ; and its gin is reckoned the belt in the world, and bears a 
higher price than any other in all the Nations of Europe. 

Like all great Roman Catholic cities, it has a profufion of chur- 
ches, erodes, miracles, faints, and church trinkets; and I really 
think it has more ftceples and bells than any two cities in Germany. 
As Liege was called the Paradife of Priefts, this ought to be called 
the Golgotha of Skulls and Skull-caps. In the church of Saint Ur- 
sula, they fhew, or pretend at leaf! to fliew, the bones of eleven 
thoufand Virgin Martyrs. The fkulls of fome of thofe imaginary 
Virgins are in lilver cafes, and others in fkull-caps, of cloth, of 
gold, and velvet. And in the church of Saint Gerion, are no lefs 
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than nine hundred heads of Moorifh Cavaliers, of the army of the 
Emperor Constantine, (previous to that Saint’s converfion to 
Chriftianity), who they fay was beheaded for refuting to lacrilice 
to idols : by the bye, the Popi/h Divines burn, inftead of beheading, 
for not facrificing to idols— -Every one of thofe heads, however, 
has a cap of fcarlet, adorned with pearls. The whole forms a fpec- 
tacle, no doubt, equally agreeable and edifying. It flruck me, 
however, as an extremely ludicrous fight, malgre the folemnity 
of fo many death’s heads: and when their ftory was recounted, I 
could not help internally chuckling, and faying (rather punningly, to 
be fure), “ Ah ! what blockheads ye muft have been, to fuffer your- 
felves to be feparated from your fnug warm bodies, rather than 
drop down and worfliip an idol, in which fo many good Chriftian 
Divines have (hewn you an example!” This, you will conclude, I 
faid to myfelf : an avowal of my fentiments in that place might have 
given my head a title to a fcarlet cap and pearls; and as I had fome 
further ufe for it, I did not think it expedient to leave it behind 
me in the Church ofSaint Gerion — fo, very prudently, kept my 
mind to myfelf. 

Coming out of the Church, a multitude of beggars, all in ca- 
• nonicals, or ftudent’s habits, furfounded, befeechmgnie'fof alms— - 
one, pour l’amour_de Dieuj another/ pour l’amour de la Sainte 
Vierge; a third, pour le falut de notre Redempteur ; a fourth, 
pour l’amour de Saint Gerion ; and fo on! 
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When I had gone as far as I wished in donations, another attacked 
me: though I told him my charity-bank was exhausted, he perfe- 
vered, and was uncommonly felicitous — till at length, having ex- 
hausted the whole catalogue of Saints that are to be found in the 
Calendar, he railed his voice from the miferablc whine of petition, 
and exclaimed with great energy, “ Paries neuf_cent tetes_dcs 
Cavaliers Mauresqui iont fanftifies au Ciel, je vous conjure dc me 
faire 1’aumone!" This was too formidable an appeal to be 
flighted; and l'o, in homage to the Skulls and red caps, I put my 
hand in niy pocket, and Slopped his clamours. 

Thole miSerable modes of peculation are the moll: pardonable 
of any produced by the Church: we have no right to regret a trifle 
Sacrificed at the Shrine ot compaffioji, even when diafcN^ompaffion 
is mistaken; but our reafon revolts at impofitior/, when it calls 
coercion to its aid, and afliimes the name of right. 

Without any national prediction, which you know I am 
above,. . I think our Church affairs in Scotland are arranged upon a 
better fyitem than any other that I know of: hence their Clergy 
are in general examples worthy of imitation, for learning, piety, 
and moral conduct. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


Laboured inveftigations to eflablilh connexions be- 
tween the hiftory of the ancient and bufinefs of the modern world, 
and virulent difputes about trifles of antiquity, l'uch as in what year 
this place was built, or that great man was born, when and where 
Julius Cjesar landed in England, whether he palled this road 
or that, what route Hannibal took over the Alps, and fuch like, 
are fo effentially uninterefting, ufelefs and unimportant, fo unpro- 
fitable, and, one would think, fo painful too, that it is wonderful 
how fo many men of great learning have been unwife enough to 
employ their lives in the refcarch. 

It does not follow, however, that when information that tends to 
recall to our minds the great men of antiquity is prelented to us, we 
fliould rejeX it. A man of clafiical talk and education feels a de- 
light in thofe little memorials of what gave him plcafure in his 
youth. I know a Gentleman, who, being at Seville, in Spain, tra- 
velled to Cordova, for no other purpofe but to fee the town where 
Lucan and Seneca were born: and I dare fay, that if you were 
at Cologne, you would be much pleafed to fee the Town-houfe, a 
great Gothic building, which contains a variety of ancient inferip- 
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tions; the firft to commemorate the kindnefs of Julius C&sar to 
the Ubii, who inhabited this place, and of whom you have found 
mention made by him in his Commentaries, and alfo his building 
two wooden bridges over the Rhine: a fecond commemorates Au- 
gustus lending a colony here. There -is alfo a crofs-bow of 
whalebone, twelve feet long, eight broad, and four inches thick, 
which they who fpeak of it conjecture to have belonged to the 
Emperor Max imin’s. There are ;rlfo l'ome Roman inferiptions 
in the arfenal, the import of which I now forget. 

It is very extraordinary, but certainly a fact, that there are, about 
Cologne, families yet exifting, who indulge the fcnfelefs ambition 
of pretending to be defeended from the ancient Romans, and who 
actually produce their genealogies, carried down from the firf'c time 
this city was made a colony of the Roman Empire. Of all kinds 
of vanity, this is perhaps the molt extravagant: for, if antiquity 
merely be the objeCt, all are equally high, fince all mult have ori- 
ginated from the fame flock; and if it be the pride of belonging to 
a particular family who were diltinguifhed for valour or virtue, a 
claim which often only lerves to prove the degeneracy of the 
claimant, it could not apply in the cafe of a whole People : but this 
is among the frailties of humanity; and we are ofteij lb dazzled 
with the fplendour of terreftrial glory, that we endeavour to be 
allied to it even by the moft remote and ridiculous connections. I 
heard of. a man, whofe pride and boafl, when drunk, was, that 
Dean Swift had once thrown his mother’s oyfters (flie was an 
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oyffer- wench) about the ftreet, and then gave her half a c rown as 
an atonement for the injury. On the llrcngth of this affinity did he 
call the Dean nothing but 
dead before he was born! 

But of all the (lories I have ever heard as illuftrative of this 
ffrange ambition, that which the late Lord Anson has left us is the 
mod (triking. When that great man was travelling in the Eaft, he 
hired a veffel to vifit the iiland of Tenedos: his pilot, a modern 
Greek, pointing to a bay as they failed along, exclaimed in great 
triumph, “ There, ay, there it was that our fleet lay.” — “ What 
fleet?” interrogated Anson — “ Why, our Grecian fleet, at the 
flege of Troy,” returned the pilot. 

While thofe doughty d deendants of the ancient Romans in- 
dulge the cheerlefs idea of their great and illudrious line of ancient 
anceftry, the Prince who rules them felicitates himfelf with the 
more fubffantial dignities and emoluments of his modern offices. As 
Elector and Archbifhop of Cologne, he has dominion over a large, 
fruitful and opulent country : he is the mod powerful of the cc- 
cleiiaflical Electors : he has many Suffragan Princes, lay and fpi- 
ritual, under him •, and he is Archchancellor of the Holy Roman 
Empire. The revenues of his Archbifliopric amount annually to 
one hundred and thirty thouland pounds llerling ; and as Eledtor, 
he is poflefled of fevcral other great benefices. I prefume, becaufe 
he is a Prince, that he is a man of fenfe ; and, I will venture to 
fay, that, as fuch, he would not barter thofe good things for the 
~ * power 
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power to dcmonftrate that Lucretia was his aunt, Brutus his 
grandfather, and the great Julius Caesar himfelf his coufin- 
gcrman. • 

Christ chofc his difciples out of fifhermcn. Tlie Chapter of 
Cologne is, perhaps, on the contrary, the very moft Ariftocratic 
body exiiling, being compofed of forty Canons, who are Princes 
or Counts of the Empire — Of thofe, twenty-five choofe the 
Archbifhop, and may advance one of their own body to that 
great and wealthy dignity, if they pleafe. 

From Cologne I proceeded to the town of Bonne, which is 
faid to take its name from the pleafantnefs of its fituation. 
Here the Elector refides, and has a very fine palace. The coun- 
try around is extremely fruitful and plcafant, and is blefied with 
moft of the good things which render the Rich magnificent and 
happy, and remind the Poor of their inferiority and wretchcdnefs — 
particularly wine, which is here remarkably excellent. It con- 
tains Churches,- Priefts, Convents, Cloifters, & c.; but I need not 
mention them — what plac'e could exift without them? 

I lliould, not forget to tell you, that, at this place, Julius 
Cass a r built one of his bridges acrofs the Rhine— works which 
would have handed down to pofterity the name of a common mqn, 
for the magnitude of the A rupture and ingenuity of the contrivance, 
but are loft in the crowd of aftonifliing talents which diftinguifiied 
that brigh'.eil of mortals. The greateft Biographer of Antiquity 
lays of him, that he was as great a General as Hannibal, as 
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great an Orator as Cicero, and as great a Politician as Augustus ; 
but it might be added, that he was among the firft Poets of his 
day — that he was of the firft mechanical genius, and the fineft 
gentleman, in Rome. 

Nature feems to have formed, in C/esar, a compendious union 
of all human talents, as if to demonftrate how unavailing they were 

v, 

when oppofed to ftrift rigid honefty and virtue in the character of 
Brutus. 

To go from Bonne to Frankfort, there arc two ways— -one 
over the mountains of Wetterania, the other up the river Rhine. 
I made no hefitation to adopt the latter, and was rewarded for my 
choice with the view of as fine a country, inhabited by as fine a 
race of People, as I had ever feen. Valleys filled with herds, plains 
enamelled with corn-fields, and the hills covered with vineyards, 
regaled the eye, and conveyed tothe mind all the felicitating ideas 
of plenty, natural opulence, and true profperity. My anxiety, 
however, to get forward, and difengage myfelf from a fpecies of 
folitude in a country where, though travelling is cheap, accommo- 
dations of moft kinds in the public houfes are bad, induced me to 
pufli on, without taking the time neceffary for making accurate ob- 
fervations on the country as I palled ; fo that, gliding, as it were, 
imperceptibly, through a number of towns* of which I recolledt 
nothing diftindtly but the names of Cobientz and Mentz, I arrived 
at the great, free and imperial city of Frankfort on the Maine. 
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Here I (hall flop, for a fliort time, my relation, in order to give 
you time for juft reflexion and examination of what I have already 
written: and as, in the latter part of it, I have ikimmed very 
lightly over the country, I delire that you mil fupply the dch- 
ciency of wy information hy dole re i carch in books ; intorni your- 
felf of the great outlines of the Germanic Conftitution ; look back 
to its origin, its progreis, and its eftablifhment thence proceed to 
the didinit parts, or inferior States, of' which it is compofed ; pon- 
der them all well ; and from thofe draw your own inferences, and 
let me hear what they are with freedom : fliould they be wrong, 

I will endeavour to fet them right ; but ihould they be right, they 
will afford me the molt lively fatisfadtion ; for they will ferve to 
corredt one of the greateft errors under which youth labours — an 
overweening, fanguine imagination, that things in this life are, or at 
lead can be modelled into perfection ; whereas experience, and a juft 
obfervation of the hiftory of Mankind, will drew, that on this ball 
things will never be as they ought, but mud remain as they are — 
imperfedh 
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LETTER III. 


The country about Frankfort is delightful, rich and 
fruitful, and watered by the beautiful river Maine, which divides 
the city into two parts, that on the North being called Frankfort, 
and that on the South, Saxenhaufen, from the Saxons, who are lup- 
pofed to have been the founders of it. The city itfelf is large, 
populous and rich, and diftinguiihed for being the place where the 
Emperor and King of the Romans is elected — though, by the ap- 
pointment of Charlemagne, Cologne has a fuperior claim to 
that honour. The Magiftrates, and great part of the inhabitants, 
are Lutherans or Calvinifts ; 'notwithftanding which, moil of the 
Churches are in the hands of the Roman Catholics — a laudable 
indance of the true tolerant fpirit of a wife and virtuous infti- 
tution, and a heavy reflection upon, as well as a noble example to 
the Popifh Powers of Europe. 

The territory belonging to Frankfort is of very confiderable 
extent; and the trade carried on through it, by means of the 
rivers Rhine and Mayne, of very great importance, not only to 
the country itfelf, but to other commercial nations, and particularly 
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to Great Britain, whofe manufactures are fen t to Ftankfort, and 
thence circulated through the Continent, in amazing quantities. 

The fairs of Frankfort are talked of all over Europe — of fuch 
importance are they in.the worldjof commerce. They arc held, one 
at Eafter, and another in September, and continue for three weeks, 
during which time the refort of people there from all quarters is 
aftonhhing. Every thing is done by the Government to render 
them as attractive to Merchants as poilible ; and the taxes or duties 
are extremely low — a bale of the value of ten or twenty thoufand 
crowns paying duty only about ten or eleven pence of our money. 
All commodities from all parts of the world are fold there, and 
circulated through the Empire ; but, particularly, books are fold in 
prodigious quantities. After the fairs are over, the lliops of the 
foreign Merchants arc fliut up, and their names written over their 
doors. 

To give an idea of the great importance thefe fairs are to com- 
merce, I need only mention, that in the prefent war, the 
impediments thrown by the French in the way of the tranfit 
of goods up the Rhine, and the {hutting up that fair, gave a 
nioft alarming paralyfis to the manufacturing eftablifhments of 
England, and a lliock to public credit in confequencc, that would, 
but for the timely interference of Parliament, have, in all pro- 
bability, been fetal to the national credit. 

Frankfort is in many refpeCts a pleafant place: the Merchants 
are extremely convivial and fociable, and form clubs, where they 
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meet to drink tea and coffee, and play at cards. There is a play- 
houfe alfo, a great number of coffee-houses, and other houfes of 
entertainment in abundance. The country around is covered with 
woods and vineyards; and the circumjacent villages are very plea- 
fant, and well fupplied with houfes of entertainment, to which 
the inhabitants of the city refort in the Summer feafon; and the 
inns in Frankfort are excellent. 

A lingular cullom prevails here, which I think worth mention- 
ing : Taverns are denoted by pine-trees planted before the doors 
of them; and the different prices of the wines in their cellars are 
marked in ciphers on the door-polls. 

In the town here is prefented the original Golden Bull,, or 
Pope’s Authority, which contains the rules and orders to he ob- 
ferved at the eledion of the Emperors. This Golden Bull is never 
fliewn to llrangers but in the prefence of two of the Council and 
the Secretary— It is a little manulcript in quarto, conlilling of forty- 
two leaves of parchment, with a gold leal of three inches diame- 
ter, of the value of twenty duckets, hung to it by a cord of yellow 
lilk. It is laid to be written in Latin and Gothic characters, with- 
out diphthongs; and kept in a black box, together with two written 
tranflations of it into the German language. 

It is faid of Frankfort, that the Roman Catholics poffefs the 
churches, the Lutherans the dignities, and the Calvinills the riches. 
It is therefore one of the few places in Chriflendom^ where the 
churches and the riches do not go into the fame hands. 
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From Frankfort to Augfourgh, I parted through a number of 
towns, all of them fo very inconfiderable as not to merit any par- 
ticular defeription. The way lies from the Palatinate through the 
Circle of Suabia. In the extreme end of the Palatinate, and im- 
mediately bef. re entering the Dutchy of Wirtembcrg, the country 
is covered with fir-trees ; and money is fo fcarce in it, that a loai 
of wheaten bread, weighing eight pounds, coils but two pence. 

The city of Augfourgh is the capital of a Bifiiopric of that 
name in the Circle of Suabia, and is worthy of the attention of the 
claiTical traveller for its antiquity. About twelve years before the 
birth of Christ, Augustus Cjesar fubdued all this country, 
and, on the place where Augfourgh now Hands, formed a colony, 
gave the town the name of Auguila Vindclicorum, and put it under 
the government of Drusus, the brother of Tiberius, afterwards 
Emperor of Rome. The inhabitants of this place were the Vindelic, 
a branch of the Illyrians. But, ancient though it be, it has little 
more of antiquity to entitle it to notice than the bare name ; for it 
has been pillaged fo often, particularly by that moniler Attila, 
that there are fcarcely any remains of its antiquity to be found. 

Augftnirgh is now, however, a handfome city — the public 
buildings in general magnificent, and adorned with fountains, water 
engines of a curious conftrudtion, and ftatues. 

The -moil rich and fplendid part of the town belongs to a 
family of the name of Fuggers (originally defeended from a 
weaver), who enriched thenifelves by commerce, and one of whom 
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rendered not only himfelf, but the whole family, confpicuous, by 
entertaining the Emperor Charles the Fifth in a fuperb manner, 
and fupplying him with money, and then throwing his bond into 
■ the fire ; in return for which, the Emperor made* him a Count of 
the Empire. 

This city is remarkable for goldfmiths’ ware ; and its mecha- 
nics arc equal to any in the world, for works in gold, ivory, clocks, 
and time-pieces; and they engrave better than any people in Ger- 
many, which brings them confiderable profits. But what they 
are, above all other people, eminent for, is the manufacturing 
ftcel-chains i’o prodigioufly fine, that when one of them, of a fpan 
in length, -has been put about the neck of a flea, it lifts up the 
whole of it as it leaps ; and yet thofe are fold for lets than a dril- 
ling of our money a piece. 

Controverfy, and difference in religious opinions, which has 
almoft, ever fince the commencement of Chriftianity, difgraced 
the human underftanding, and defaced fociety, impofes upon the 
liberal, well-thinking traveller, the office of fatirift but too often. 
Augfburgh, however, is a fplendid exception, and holds up a moft 
glorious fpcCtacle of manly fenle, generous fentiment, juftice, and 
I will fay policy too, vanquifhing that fhark-jawed enemy of Man- 
kind, bigotry. The Magiftracy of Augfburgh is compofed of 
about an equalnumbcr of Proteffants and Roman Catholics — their 
Senate confiding of twenty-three Roman Catholics and twenty-two 
Lutherans,, and their Common Council of a hundred and fifty of 
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each : The executive power is lodged in the Senate— -the legida- 
tive authority in both bodies. But, what is hardly to be found 
any where, they all, as well as the People, agree together in the 
molt perfedt harmony, notwithstanding the difference of religion ; 
and at all tables but the Communion table, they alfociate together, 
dip in the fame dilli, and drink of the fame cup, as if they had never 
heard of the odious diftindtion of Papift and Proteftant, but as being 
bound to each other by the great anddrrefragable bond of huma- 
nity : fellow-creatures, affedted by the fame feelings, impelled by 
the fame paffions, labouring under the fame nccellities, and heirs 
to the fame fulferings, their means of affuaging the one, gratifying 
or refilling another, and fupplying the third, are the fame, though 
chequered and varied a little in the mode — the road alone dif- 
ferent, the ends alike. Is it not cruel, then — is it not intolerable, 
that the calamaties infeparablc from humanity Should be aggravated 
with artificial flings, and the nakednefs of human nature ex poled, 
and rendered more offenlive, by fadlitious calamities of human con- 
trivance ? Curled were thole who firft fomented thofe difputes, and 
call thofe apples of difeord through the world : blind were they 
who firft were feduced from the paths of peace by them and more 
curled, and more blind, mull they be, who, in this time of intel- 
ledt and illumination, continue, on the one hand, to keep up a fyl- 
tem fo wicked and lo deteflablc, or, on the other, to Submit to 
error at once 1b foolilli and fo fatal. 
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LETTER XX. 


1^ o r the reafons mentioned in my laft, Augihurgh is 
a mod agreeable place to live in. Touched with the fenfations 
natural to a man who loved to fee his fellow-creatures happy, my 
heart expanded to a fyftcm of peace and harmony, comprehending 
the whole globe : my mind expatiated involuntarily on the bleffings 
and advantages derived from fuch a fyftem ; and, taking flight from 
the bounds of practicability, to which our feeble nature is pinned 
on this earth, into the regions of fancy, had reared a fabric of Uto- 
pian mold, which, I verily believe, exceeded in extravagance the 
works of all the Utopian architects that ever conftruCtcd caftles in 
the air. 

Hurried on by this delightful viiion, my perfon paid an invo- 
luntary obedience to my mind ; and the quicknels of my pace in- 
leafing with the impetuofity of my thoughts, I found myielf, 
before I was aware of it, within the Chapel-door of the Convent 
of the Carmelites. Obferving my error, I fuddenly turned about, 
in order to depart, when a Friar, a goodly perfon of a man, elderly, 
and of a benign afpeCt, called me, and, advancing towards me, 
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afked, in terms of politenefs, and in the French language, why 
J was retreating fo abruptly— I was confufed : but truth is the 
enemy before whom confuiion ever flies ; and I told him the whole 
of my millake, and the thoughts from which they aroi'e. 

The good father, waving further difeourfe on the fubjedt, but 
with a fmilc which I thought carried a mixture of benevolence for 
myfelf, and contempt for my ideas, brought me through the 
Church, and (hewed me all the curiofitics of the place, and par- 
ticularly pointed out to me, as a great curiolity, a fun-dial made in 
the form of a Madonna, the head enriched with rays and (tars, and 
in the hand a feeptre which marked the hours. 

Quitting the Chapel, and going towards the Rcfe&ory, the Friar 
flood, and, looking at me with a fmilc of gaiety, faid, “ I have yet 
Something to (hew you, which, while Lady Madonna marks the 
time, will nelp us to pais it j and, as it will make its way with 
more force and fubtlcty to your fenfes than thofe I have yet (hewn 
you, will be likely to be longer retained in remembrance.” 

He l'poke a few words in German, which of courfe I did not 
underftand, to aviiion bearing the (hape of a human creature, who, 

I underflood, was a lay-brother ; and, turning down a long alley, 
brought me to his cell, where we were foon followed by the 
aforelaid lay-brother, with a large earthen jug of liquor, two 
glades, and a plate with fome delicately white bifeuit. 

“ You mull: know,” faid the Friar, “ that the Convent of Car- 
melites at Auglburgh has for ages been famed for beer unequalled 
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in any part of the world ; and I have brought you here to have 
your opinion — for, being an Englilliman, you mull be a judge, 
the Britons being famed for luxury, and a perfect knowledge of 
the J'cavoir vivre.” He poured out, and drank to me : it looked 
liker the cleared: Champaigne than beer— -I never tailed any thing 
to equal it •, and he feemed highly gratified by my cxpreflions oJ 
praifc, which I lavifhed upon it, as well from politencfs, as regard 
to truth. 

After we had drank a glafs each, “ I have been refle&ing,” 
find the Friar, “ on the fingular flight of fancy that directed your 
fteps into this Convent — Your mind was difeal'ed, my l'on ! and a 
propitious fuperintending Power has guided your fteps to a phy- 
iician, if you will but have the goodnefs to take the medicine he 

offers.” % /, 1 • • . 

/ 

I ftarcd with viiible marks of aftoniflunent. 

“ You are furprifcd,” continued he ; “ but you /hall hear ! 
When firft you dilclofed to me thofe fickly flights of your mind, 1 
could on the inftant have anfwered them : but you are young— 
you are an Englifhman — two characters impatient of reproof: 
the dogmas of a Prieft, I thought therefore, would be fufficiently 
difficult tobedigeftcd of themfelves, without any additional diftafte 
caught from the chilling aufterity of a Chapel.” a 1 . , 

I looked unintentionally at the earthen jug, and fmiled. 

“ It is very true,” faid he, catching my very inmoft thoughts 
from the expreflion of my countenance — “ it is very true ! good 
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doctrine may, at certain times, and with certain perfons, be more 
effectually enforced under the cheering influence of the focial board, 
than by the authoritative declamation and formal fanCtity of the 
pulpit; nor ami, though a Carmelite, one ofthofc who pretend to 
think, that a thing in itfelf good, can be made bad by decent hila- 
rity, and the animation produced by a moderate and wife ufe of the 
goods of this earth.” 

I was altoniflied — 

“ You fell into a reverie,” continued he, “ produced by a con- 
templation of the happinefs of a fociety exifting without any differ- 
ence, and where no human breath fbould be wafted on a ligh, no 
ear tortured with a groan, no tears to trickle, no griefs or calamities 
to wring the heart.” 

" Yes, father!” faid I, catching the idea with my former 
enthufiafin; “ that would be my wifh-.-that my greateft, firft 
defire.” 

** Then feeft thou,” interrupted he, “ the extent of thy wifli, 
fuppofe you could realize it, which, thank God ! you cannot.” 

“ What! thank God that I cannot? are thefe your thoughts?” 

“ Yes, my fon; and ere Madonna marks the progrefs of ten 
minutes with her feeptre, they will be your’s too.” 

“ Impoflible!” 

“ Hear me, my fon ! — Is not death a horrible precipice to the 
view of human creatures?” 
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“ Aflurcdly,” faid I — “ the moft horfible: human laws declare 
that, by reforting to it for punifhment, as the ultimatum of all 
terrible inflictions.” 

“ When, then,” faid he, “ covered as we arc with miicry, to 
leave this world is fo infupportable to the human reflection, what 
muft it be if we had nothing but joy and felicity to tafte of in this 
life? Mark me, child!” faid he, with an animated zeal that gave 
an expreflion to his countenance beyond any thing I had ever feen : 
“ the miferies, the calamities, the heart-rendings, and the tears, 
which are fo intimately interwoven by the great Artift in our 
natures as not to be feparated in a finglc indance, arc in the firii 
place our. fecurity of a future ftate, and in the next place lerve to 
flope the way before us, and, by gradual operation, iit our minds 
for viewing, with fome fort of fortitude, that hideous chafm that 
lies between us and that Hate — death. View thofe miferies, then, 
as fpecial aCts of mercy and commiferation of a beneficient Creator, 
who, with every calamity, melts away a link of that earthly chain 
that fetters our wifhes to this difmal world. Accept his bleilings 
and his goods, when he fends them, with gratitude and enjoyment: 
receive his afflictions, too, with as joyous acceptance, and as hearty 
gratitude. Thus, and not otherwife, you will realize all your Uto- 
pian flights of defire, by turning every thing to matter of comfort, 
and living contented with difpenflttions which you cannot alter, and, 
if you could, would raoft certainly alter for the worfe. 

I fat 
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I fat abforbed in rdfledtion — The Friar, after fo me paufe, 
proceeded — 

“ Errors arifing from virtuous ditpofitions and die love of our 
fellow-creatures, take their complexion from their parent motives, 
and are virtuous. Your wifhes, therefore, my foil! though erro- 
neous, merit reward, and, I truft, will receive it from that Being 
who fees the recedes of the heart ; and if the truths I have told you 
have not failed to make their way to your underftanding, let your 
adventure of to-day imprefs this undeniable maxim on your mind— 
fo limited is Man, fo imperfedt in his nature, that the extent of his 
Virtue borders on vice, and the extent of his wifdom on error.” 

I thought he was infpired ; and, juft as he got to the laft period, 
every organ of mine was opened to take in his words. 

“ ’Tis well, my fon!” faid he — “ I perceive you like my 
dodtrine : then (changing his manner of fpeaking, his expreflivc 
countenance the whole time almoft anticipating his whole words) 
take fome more of it,” faid he gaily, pouring out a fretli glafs. 
I pleaded the fear of inebriety — “ Fear not,” faid hej “ the beer 
of this Convent never hurts the intelledt.” 

Our converl'ation continued till near dinner-time j for I was fo 
delighted, I lcarcely knew how to fnatch myfclf away: ftich a 
happy melange of piety and pleafantry, grave wifdom and humour, 
I had never met. At length, the Convent-bell tolling, I rofe: he 
took me by the hand, and, in atone of the inoft complacent admo- 
nition, faid, “ Remember, my child ! as long as you live, remember 
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the Convent of the Carmelites \ and in the innumerable evils that 
certainly await you if you are to live long, the words you have heard 
from old Friar Augustine will afford you comfort.” 

“ Father!” returned I, “ be allured I carry away from you 
a token that will never fuffer me to forget the hofpitality, the 
advice or the politenefs of the good father Augustine. Poor as 
I am in natural means, I can make no other return than my good 
willies, nor leave any imprcffion behind me : but as my elleem 
for you, and perhaps my vanity, make me wilh not to be forgotten, 
accept this, (a feal ring, with a device in hair, which I happen- 
ed to have on my finger) ; and whenever you look at it, let it 
remind you of one of thole, I dare lay innumerable, inffmees, in 
which you have contributed to the happinefs and improvement of 
your fellow-creatures.” 

The good old man was affected, took the ring, and attended 
me to the Convent gate, pronouncing many bieffings, and charging 
me to make Auglburgh my way back again to England it polhble* 
and take one glafs more of the Convent ale. 


L E T T E R 



( 123 ) 


LETTER XXI. 


Leaving Augfburgh, I travelled through Bavaria a 
long way before I reached the Tyrol County, of the natural 
beauty of which I had heard much, and which I therefore entered 
with great expectations of that fublime gratification the beauties of 
Nature never fail to afford me. I was not difappointedj indeed, 
my warmert expectations were exceeded. 

The firft thing that drikes a traveller from Bavaria, on entering 
it, is the fort of Chcrink, built between two inacceflible rocks which 
feparate Tyrol from the Bifliopric of Freifingen. So amply has 
Nature provided for the fccurity of this Country againd the in- 
curlion of an enemy, that there is not a pals which leads to it 
that is not through fome narrow defile between mountains 
almod inacceflible j and on the rocks and brows of thofe pafies, 
the Emperor has conltruCted forts and citadels, fo advantagcoully 
placed, that they command all the valleys and avenues beneath. 

After a variety of windings and turnings through mountains 
of ffupendous height and awful afpeCt, I began to defeend, and 
entered the mod delightful valley I had ever beheld — deep, long, 
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and above a mile in breadth— Surrounded with enormous piles 
of mountains, and diverfified with the alternate beauties of nature 
and cultivation, fo as to form an union rarely to be met with, 
and delight at once the eye of the firmer, and the fancy of him 
that has a true tade for rural wildnefs. From the heights in 
defcending, the whole appeared in all its glory j the beautiful 
river Jnn gliding along through it longitudinally, its banks 
ftudcted with the mod romantic little villages, while a number 
of inferior dreams were feen winding in different courfcs, and 
hadcning to pour their tribute into its bofom. 

Here I felt my heart overwhelmed with fenfations of trans- 
port, which all the works of art could never infpire: here 
Nature rallied irreliflible upon my fenfes, and, making them 
captive, exa&ed their acknowledgment of her Supremacy : here 
vanity, ambition, lull of fame and power, and all the tinfelled, 
gaudy, frippery to which habit and worldly cudom enflavc the 
mind, retired, to make way for Sentiments of harmony, purity. 
Simplicity, and truth : here Providence Seemed to Speak in language 
mod perfuadve, “ come, filly Man, leave the wild tumult, the end- 
lefs druggie, the glittering follies, the fiilfe and Spurious pleafures 
which artifice creates, to Seduce you from the true— dwell here— 
and in the lap of Nature dudy me Here, oh ! here, exclaimed I, 
in a tranSport which bereft me, for the time, of every other consi- 
deration, here will I dwell for ever. The charm was too finely 
Spun, to withdand the hard tugs of fact ; and all its precious 
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delusions vanifhed before a. hoft of gloomy truths—deranged 
affairs — family far off, with the diftance daily increafing — the 
hazards and the hardships of a long untried journey — and the Eaft 
Indies, with all its horrors, in the rear. I hung my head in for- 
row ; and, offering up a prayer to protect my family, ftrengthen 
myfeif, and bring us once more together in fome fpot heavenly as 
that I paffed through, was proceeding on in a ftate of dejeftion 
proportionate to my previous tranfports, when I was roufed by my 
poffillion, who, pointing to a very high, ffeep rock, delired me 
to take notice of it. I did fo ; but feeing nothing very remarkable 
in its appearance, aiked him what he meant by directing my at-' 
tention to it — He anfwered me in the following manner, which, 
from the Angularity of the narrative, and his flrange mode of telling 
it, I think it would injure to take out of his own words : I will, there- 
fore, endeavour, as well as I can, to give you a literal tranflation of 
it ; and, indeed, the imprefiion it made on my memory was fuch, 
that, I apprehend, I fliall not materially differ from his words : 

“ You muff know, Sir, (for every one in the world knows it), 
that all thefe mountains around us, are the abodes of good and evil 
lpirits, or Genii — the latter of whom arc continually doing every 
malicious thing they can devife, to injure the people of the country, 
—fuch as leading them affray — fmothcring them in the fnow — 
killing the cattle by throwing them down precipices — nay, when 
they can do no worfe, drying up the milk in the udders of the 
goats — and, fometimes, putting between young men and their 
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fwccthearts, and flopping their marriage. Ten thoufond curie* 
light upon them ! I fhould have been married two years ago, and 
had two children to-day, but for their lchemes. In lhor;, Sir, 
if it were not for the others— the good ones— who are ahvay,-. 
employed (and the bleffed Virgin knows they have enough on 
their hands) in preventing the mifehiefsof thofe devils, the whole 
place would be deflroyed, and the country left without a 'living 
thing, man or goat !” 

Here I could not, for the life of me, retain my gravity any 
longer, but burfl, in lpite of me, into an immoderate lit of laugh- 
ter, which lb dilconcerted and offended him, that he fullenly re- 
fufed to proceed with the llory any farther, but continued marking 
his forehead (his hat off) with a thouland croffes, uttering ’pious 
ejaculations, looking at me with a mixture of terror, diftrult and 
admiration, and every now and then glancing his eye afkance to- 
ward the hills, as if fearful of a defeent from the evil lpirits. 

My curiolity was awakened by the very extraordinary com- 
mencement of his narrative ; and I determined, i f polliblc, to hear 
it out : fo, alluring him that I meant nothing either of flight or 
wickedncfs by my laughter— that I had too ferious ideas of fuch 
things to treat them with levity — and, what was more convincing 
logic with him, promifing to reward him for it— he proceeded 
with his llory as follows : 

“ Well, Sir, you fay you were not fporting with thofe Spirits — 
and fortunate it is for you : at all events, Saint John of God be our 
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guide, and bring us fafe tolnnfpruck. Juft fo the great Maximilian 
was wont to laugh at them ; and you fhall hear how he was pu- 
nifhed for it— -and that was the ftory I was about to tell you. The 
Emperor Maximilian, that glory of the world, (he is now in the 
lap of the blefled Virgin in Paradife), once on a time, before he 
was Emperor, that is to fay, when he was Archduke, was always 
laughing at the country people’s fears of thofe fpirits — and an old 
Father of the Church forewarned him to beware, left he fhould 
fuffer for his raftinefs : fo one day he went out hunting, and at the 
foot of that mountain a moft beautiful Chamois ftarted before him; 
he fhot at it, and milled it — (the firftffiot he had miffed for mamf 
years, which you know was warning enough to him) — however, 
he followed, fhooting at and miffing it, the animal Handing every 
now and then till he came up within fhot of it : thus he continued 
till near night, when the goat dilappeared of a fudden, and he 
found himfelf buried, as it were, in the bowels of the mountain : 

he endeavoured to find his way out, but in vain ; every ftep he took 

# 

led him more aftray, and he was for two days wandering about, 
Christ lave us ! in the frightful hollows of thofe mountains, living 
all the time on wild berries : on the fecond night he bethought him- 
felf of his want of faith, and of the faying of old Father Jerome; 
and he fell on his knees, and wept and prayed all night ; and the 
Virgin heard his prayers, he being a good man, and, above all, 
an Emperor— God blels you and me ! we Ihould have perilhed-— 
In themorning, a beautiful young man, drefled in a peafant’s habit,. 

came 
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came up to him, gave him victuals and wine, and defired him to 
follow him, which he did, you may be fure, joyfully — but, oh 
blefied Virgin ! think what his furprife mud: have been, when, 
getting again into the plain out of the mountain, the young man 
difappearcd and vanillied all of a fudden, juft at the foot of that 
fteep rock which I {hewed you, and which ever lince goes by the 
name of the Emperor’s rock — You fee what a dangerous place it 
is, and what dangerous fpirits they mull be that would not fpare 
even the holy Roman Emperor. In my mind, the beft way is to 
lay nothing againft thofe things, as fome faithlefs people do, and 
towvorlhip the Virgin and keep a good confcience, and then one 
will have the lefs to fear.” 

By the time he had ended his narrative, we were in fight of 
Innfpruck, when I annoyed and terrified him afrefli, by laughing 
immoderately at the end of his ftory— but attoncd in fome mea- 
fure for it, by giving him half a florin. 

On inquiring at Innfpruck, I found that Maximilian had 
adually loft his way in the mountain, and had been conducted out 
of it by a pealant, who left him fuddenly ; the reft was an exag- 
gerated traditionary tale, arifing from the fupcrftitious fears of the 
country people. 


LETTER 



( ) 


LETTER XXII. 


I n all Nations under Heaven, and at all times Jince the 
Creation, there have been men formed to make a noife in the 
world— -to incrcafe or impede, todiredt or difturb, the calm, fober 
progrefs of locial life— and, in the cagerncfs and violence of their 
efforts to reach the gaol of fuperiority, overturn or thruft out of 
their ordinary path the red: of Mankind, till cither they provoke 
agamic them a general conipiracy of their fellow-creatures, or, 
till reaching the point of their purfuit, they become elevated ob- 
jects of homage and admiration. Such men are generally com- 
poled of great materials for mifehief: ---having flrong natural talents 
and violent ungovernable fpirits ; according to the diredtion thefc 
get, they are harmlefsormifchievous — but, like morbid matter in the 
animal fyilem, if not let loofe by fome channel or other, they never 
fail to difturb the whole economy of the body they belong to, and 
produce fatal confequences to it and to themfelves : Colonial pof- 
ieftions have, therefore, in fome views, been of ufe (as America 
formerly to England) to draw off thofe dangerous fpirits, who, 
though they are in times of peace better at a diftance, in times of 
war are found to be the tougheft finews of a Nation. 


The 
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The county of Tyrol, fuch as I have defcribed it, formed by 
Nature for the refidence of the Sylvan Deities, rich in the pro- 
ducts of the earth, the people contented and happy, and the whole 
the region of peace; manufactures, the firft root of low vices, and 
commerce, the great inftigator of war, have lcarcely been able to 
let their feet there : hence it happens, that there is no channel 
through which thole exuberant fpirits I have alluded to can take 
their courfe, or expand their force. Home, therefore, is no place 
for thole of the Tyrolefe, who are curfed or blcfled (call it which 
you pleafe) with thole very combulKble qualities ; and they are 
obliged to roam abroad in fearch of opportunities of diftinguilhing 
thcmlelves, giving vent to their fpirits, and manifefting their ta- 
lents. They are found, therefore, fcattcred all over the Conti- 
nent: and as it rarely happens that opportunities occur in life of 
fignalifing fuch talents in a dignified line, rather than be idle they 
do what they can, and apply to chicanery as a wide and appro- 
priate field for their genius and vigour to work on— the emigrant 
Tyrolefe are, therefore, by moft Nations of the Continent, rec- 
koned among the molt expert and accomplifhcd lharpers in the 
world — the people, however, who remain at home, are of a 
different character — they are, generally fpcaking, tall, robult and 
vigorous ; the women ftrong, and very fair ; and both lexes ex- 
hibit a very plcafing mixture of German phlegm and Italian fpright- 
linefs ; or, tofpeak more properly, they are a mean between thofe 
two extremes. 


Innlpruck, 
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Innfpruck, though a fmall city, is handfome and agreeable, 
ttanding in a very beautiful valley, furrounded with mountains, 
which, while their lower parts are well cultivated, arc capped 
on the tops with perennial fnow. The cattle formerly the re- 
fidence of the Auftrian Princes is ftately and magnificent, adorned 
within with fine paintings, and decorated without by natural and 
artificial fountains , flatties, plcafant gardens, groves, walks and 
covered galleries, leading to five different Churches. 

A-propos — Let me not forget the Churches ! In a chapel of 
the Francifcan Church, there is an image of the Virgin Mary 
as big as the life, of folid filver, with many other images of Saints 
of the lame metal. If feme of thofe filver Deities were trans- 
ferred to Paris, I fear their divinity would not fave them from the 
hands of the facrilegious Convention. One thing, however, is 
well worth the attention of travellers, particularly thofe who wifii 
to wipe away the fins of a deccaled friend, and get them a di- 
red pallport to happinefs— -This Francifcan Church is held to be 
one of the raoft facrcd and venerable in the world, on account of the 
indulgences granted to it by feveral Popes; fothat one iingle Mafs 
laid in it, is declared to be fufficient to deliver a foul from the pains 
of purgatory. When we confidcr the great and important extent of 
their power in that refpedt, we cannot wonder if they had all tlie 
Saints in the Calendar, and the Virgin Mary to boot, in folid 
filver, even of the lize of the ColofTus at Rhodes. 

Hall, the lccond city in Tyrol, lies one league from Innfpruck : 
it is famous for its falt-works, and for a mint and filver mines, in 

which 
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which feven thoufand men, women, and children, are conftantly 
employed. 

At a royal palace and caftle called Ombras, lying at equal didance 
from Innfpruck and Hall, there is an arfenal, famous for a prodi- 
gious colledion of curio dtics, fuch as medals, precious (tones, fuits 
of armour, and (latuesoffcvcralPrincesonhorfeback, in their old rich 
fighting accoutrements ; belides great variety of military l'poils and tro- 
phies taken bv the Houfe of Auftria; in particular, a (latue of Fran- 
cis the Firlt and his horfe, juft as they were taken at the battle of 
Pavia, and two others of Turkidi Badiaws, with the coftly habits 
and appointments with which they were taken, embellilhcd with 
gold, diver, and precious (tones. But, above all their curiodties, 
the mod: extraordinary is an oak inclodng the body of a deer: this 
lad, however unaccountable, is fad; and equals, I think, any of the 
wonders in the metamorphofes of Ovid. 

Leaving Innfpruck, I proceeded on my journey, and (bon entered 
into the mountains, which are there of a terrible height — I was 
the bed part of a day afeending them: as I got near the top, I was 
ihewn, by my driver, the fpot where Ferdinand, King of Hun- 
gary, and the Emperor Charles the Fifth, met, when he returned 
from Africa, in the year 1520. It is marked with an infeription 
to that effed, and has grown into a little village, which, from that 
circumftance, bears the name of the Salutation. 

Although this mountain, called Bremenberg (or Burning-hill)> 
is covered with (now for nine months in the year, it is inhabited 
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to the very top, and produces corn and hay in abundance . at the 
higheft part there is a poft-houfe, a tavern, and a chapel, where 
the traveller is accommodated with frefh horfes, provifions, and, if 
he choofes, a mouthful of prayers — I availed myfelf of the two 
firft; but the latter being not altogether in my way, I declined it, 
for which I could perceive that I was, by every mouth and eye in 
the place, coniigned to perdition as a Heretic. 

Juft at this l'pot there is a fpring of water which falls upon a 
rock, and divides into two currents, which, at a very fmall dis- 
tance, afliime the appearance, and, in fad, the magnitude too, of 
very large rivers. The mountain is fomedmes dithcult to pads, 
fometimes abfolutely impracticable — I was fortunate, however, in 
this refpcCt; for I got over it without any very extraordinary delay, 
and on my way was regaled with the moft delicious venifon that 
I have ever tailed in my life ; it was faid to be the flelh of a kind ot 
goat. 

Although it is but thirty-five miles from Innfpruck to Brifen, 

I was late when I reached the latter; and as it contained nothing 
worth either the trouble or delay attending the fearch of, I fet out 
the next morning, and, travelling with high mountains on one lidc, 
and a river all along upon the other, arrived at a town called Bol- 
fano, in the Bilhopric of Trent. The country all along was 
thickly inhabited, and the mountains perfectly cultivated and ma- 
nured even to their higheft tops. On entering the valley of Bolfano, 

I found the air becoming obvioufly fweet, delightful and temperate ; 

the 
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the vineyards, and all the trees and fhrubs, olives, mulberries, wil- 
lows and rofes, &c. all of the moft lively green, and every thing 
marking the moft luxuriant vegetation. 

Bolfano is a fmall, but extremely neat and pleaftmt town — but 
nothing I faw about it pleafed me fo much as their vineyards, which 
are planted in* long terraces along the Tides of the hills, and arc 
formed into the moft beautiful arbours, one row above another. 

From Bolfano to Trent, is fifty-one miles, a good day’s journey : 
almoft the whole of it lies through the valley of Bollano, a moft 
fruitful and pleafant — indeed, delightful road, which made the 
day’s journey appear to me much fliorter than it really was. 

Perhaps no part of the habitable globe is, within the fame com- 
paratively fmall compafs of earth, fo wonderfully diverfified by the 
hand of Nature in all her extremes, as that through which I have 
juft carried you. There, under almoft the fame glance of the eye, 
were to be feen the ftupendous, the rugged, the favage, and the in- 
accefllblc — the mild, the fruitful and the cultivated. Here, the 
mountain capped with perpetual fnow, gradually falling in blended 
gradations of lhade, far beyond the reach of the artift’s pencil, into 
the green luxuriant valley j and there, the vineyard, the olivary, and 

the rich corn-field, burfting at once from rugged rocks and inaccef- 

• 

fible faftnefies: the churlifli afpedt of the tyrant Winter for ever 
prowling on the mountain’s head above — perpetual fpring finding 
with all her lafeinating charms in the plains below. Such l'ccnes 
as thcle would baffle all efforts of the poet’s pen. or painter’s 
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pencil : to be conceived, they muft be feen. I /hall therefore 
dole my account of them with a ftrong recommendation to you, 
that whenever you travel for improvement, you go through the 
County of Tyrol, and there learn the great and marvellous work- 
ing of Nature. 


LETTER XXIII. 


Perhaps the learned unwife men of the world, 
who fpend their lives poring after impoffibilities, have never met 
with a more copious fubjedt of puzzle-pated enjoyment than the 
derivation of the names of places. In all difputed cafes on this 
fubjed, the utmoft within human reach is conjecture; but the joke 
of it is, that, fortunately for Mankind, the certainty of it would not 
be of a fingle button advantage to them, even if it could be ac- 
quired by their fearch. Dodtor Goldsmith, in his Citizen of the 
World, has thrown this matter into high ridicule ; and I recom r 
mend it to your perufal, left this fliadow of literature fliould one 
djy wheedle you from more refpedtable purfuits. Trent has 
afforded vaft exercife to book-worm conjedtures in this way ; for, 
while fome pronounce it to be derived from Tridentum, and 

for 
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for this purpofc will have it that Neptune was worfliipped there, 
though fo far from the fea-— others claim the difeovery of it9 
derivation from Tribus Torrentibus, or three tlrcams which run 
there. Now, as to the firft, exclulive of forcing Neptune all 
the way from the Gulph of Venice to their temples, I cannot find 
any fuch limilarity in the found of Trent and Trident to warrant 
the inference; and as to the Tribus Torrentibus, they might 
as well lay that a primmer or hornbook was found there, and 
that thence it was derived from the Alphabet, fince the fame 
analogy fubfitled between them, namely, that the letters t,k,e,n,t 
are to be found in both. But, in the name of God, what fignifies 
what it was called after? Its name is Trent; and if it had been 
Putney, or John o' Groat’s houfe, the town would be neither the 
better nor the worfc, nor the trcalures of literature fuffer any 
defalcation from the difference. 

The Bifhopric of Trent is about fixty miles long, and forty 
broad — fertile, and abundant in wine, oil, fruit and pafture— -and 
plcafant, the beautiful river Adige meandering through the 
whole of it from North to South. The inhabitants are bigoted 
Roman Catholics — you will the lefs wonder, then, that the Bilhop 
ihould have fo extenfive a Principality, and an annual revenue of 
forty thoufand crowns. 

As I receded from Germany, and advanced towards Italy, I 
found the air, the perions and the manners of the People, to dis- 
play a very great difference, and to refemblc thofe of the Italians 


more 
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more than thofe of, the Germans. Though Popiih bigotry he 
pretty ftrong in many parts of Germany, it no where there affumes 
the gloomy, detcilablc afpeCt that it does in Italy. 

And now, lince I have happened to mention the characters of 
thofe two People, I may as well, once for all, more particularly 
as we are got to the verge of both, give you them in full; in both 
which I am warranted in flying, that all who know the two will 
agree with me. 

Perhaps contrail was never more perfectly exemplified than in 
a comparifon between the Germans and Italians; and that contrail 
/trikes more forcibly and fuddenly in pafl'wg from one Country to 
the other, than it would in fo tho rt a fp ace between any two Peo- 
ple exitling. The Italians, jealous, revengeful, treacherous, dillcm- 
bhng, fervile, vicious, fanguinary, idle and fenfual. The Germans, 
on the contrary, open, good-natured, free from malice and fubtlety, 
laborious,, fincere, honeit and hofpitablc— and, with thofe valuable 
qualities, properly compliant. So happy is the character of this 
People, that to be German-hearted has long been a phrafe figni- 
fying an honeit man who hated diflimulation : and their hofpitality 
was, even in the days of Julius Cajsar, remarkable; for we 

learn from him, that their houfes were open to all men that 

they thought it injuitice to affront a traveller, and made it an 
article of their religion to protcCt thofe who came under their 
roof. Did not intemperance in eating and drinking detract from 
their virtues, no People on earth would bear comparifon with 

' them 
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them for intrinfic worth, and particularly for integrity in deal- 
ing. 

The city of Trent, though not very large in circumference, is 
populous. The .high mountains which furround it, fubjeft it to 
all the inconveniences of heat and cold— rendering the air excef- 
fivcly hot in Summer, and extremely cold in Winter; bclides which, 
they expofe the town to dreadful inundations — the torrents that 
defeend from the mountains being fometimes fo impetuous as to 
roll large pieces of rock with them into it, and having fevcral times 
laid the whole place wade. 

There are in Trent many ltately Palaces, Churches and religious 
houfes. -The only one, however, that I will particularize, is that 
of Saint Mary Major, noted for a prodigious large organ, which 
can be made to counterfeit all forts of mufical indruments, together 
with the Tinging of birds, the cries of leveral beads, and the founds 
of drums and trumpets, fo exactly, that it is difficult to didinguifli 
between the imitation and the reality. To what an end fuch an 
inllrument ffiould be fet up in a place of worffiip, I am at a lofs to 
divine, unlefs it be to add to the rich, ufelcfs lumber that fills all 
thofe of Popiih Countries. 

, But that which didinguiflies this Church fiill further, is, that 
it is the place where the famous Council of Trent was held, con- 
cerning the Reformation, at which four thoufand perfons of a 
public character, Laymen and Ecclefiadics, affided. This Council 
lat eighteen years before it did any thing: but at lad the Pope 
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contrived lo get the afeenJaut; and, after debating and deliberating 
fo Ion iv, not only tile Proteilants, but even the Gcunan and bicnch 
Nationa, refuted to receive its decrees. Certain of the Clergy, 
finding the ai'cendancy that the negotiation of the Pope was getting 
in this council, laid that the Holy Oh oil had been fent theie lioin 
Rome in a cloakbag! 

Trent once boailed a curio City —which indeed Rill remains, 
though out of ufc— tlnn, I think, would he found ferviccahle in 
mod towns in Christendom, and die where too, and particularly at 
Bath, and fuch places. It was a tower on the river Adige, into 
which the dream was conducted, for the purpole of drowning fuch 
of the Clergy as were convidted of having been too familiar with their 
neighbours’ wives and daughters! 

The People of Trent lpeak promiicuoufly, and indifferently, 
both the German and Italian languages; but whether well or not, 

I was not adept enough to difeover. 

My next ftage was Bafiano, a town in the territory of Vmcenza 
in Italy, lituated at the end of a very long narrow valley. It is 
watered by the river Brenta, which waffles that very rich, fertile, 
ferene, healthy and plentiful didridt of Italy, fo celebrated for its 
admirable wines, as well as for its fine padure-grounds, rich corn- 
fields, and prodigious abundance of game, cattle, and mulberry - 
trees; from all which it is called the Garden and Shambles of 
Venice. 


The 
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The next clay I arrived at an early hour at Venice, the deferip- 
tion of which I fliall not injure by commencing it with the mutila- 
ted fragment of a Letter, and fliall therefore pollpone it to my next. 

Thus, my dear Frederick, have I, in order to preferve the 
unity and order of my progrcls, brought you through Germany 
with a prec.Te regularity, that, if I was not wifliing for your im- 
provement, might he difpenfed with— -yet have left much, very 
much indeed, untouched, in the confidence that you will yourlelf 
have the indufiry to find it out. 

I confefs, my dear hoy, that I have often, as I wrote, detected 
myfelf in cxcurfions from the road into moral refledion — but I 
could not flop : your improvement was my objed in undertaking 
the bull nets ; and I could not refrain from endeavouring to incul- 
cate fuch leflons as the progrcls of the work fuggefted, and as 
imprefled my mind with a convidion of their truth and utility. 

You mufi have obferved, that there are two topics on which 
I dwell very much — one, Liberty-— the other, an abhorrence 
of Bigotry and Supcrfiition. But, before I proceed further, I mufi 
call to your remembrance what I have often laid, that by Liberty 
I do not mean that which fome people now give that name to — 
nor do I mean Religion when I fpeak of Bigotry ; for true Liberty 
is flill more incompatible with Anarchy than with Defpotifm, and 
Supcrfiition is the greateft enemy of Religion. Let the firft objed: 
of your heart and foul be true Morality— -the next, rational Liberty : 

T but 
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but remember, that the one is not to be found independent of Re- 
ligion, nor the other ever to be enjoyed but under the reftraining 
hands of wholelbme laws and good government — luch as England 
now beads. 

In thefe times, when human opinion is actually polled on the 
two extremes of political judgment, I know, that to fpcak ration- 
ally, is to incur the cenfurc of both, or to be, as Pope fomewhere 
lays, “ by Tories called a Whig, by Whigs a Tory But I care 
not — I l'peak my opinion with the fair face of independence ; nor 
would fcruple to tell the King of Prussia my hatred of Defpo- 
tifm, or the Convention of France my abhorrence of Anarchy — 
between both of which the true and genuine point of Liberty lies ; 
and England, thank God ! draws the line. 


LETTER XXIV. 


As I approached Venice, I was much delighted with 
its appearance. Its ftately fteeples and noble buildings feemed as 
if juft emerging from the lea, and floating on the furface of it ; and 
it required no great ftretch of fancy to imagine, that it undulated 
with the agitated waves of its parent the Adriatic. On all the fur- 
/' binding coafts, nature and art feemed to have vied with each other 
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in pouring the greateft profuiion of their gifts, while thoufands of 
mails, fcattcred like forefts over the lurrounding hays, denoted that 
Venice; not content with her own, (hared in the wealth and 
luxuries of other climes. 

It is indeed difficult to conceive a more extraordinary and 
pleafing appearance than this city makes at a diilance, whether 
you approach it from the fea or from the continent. Built not 
like towns in Holland, where immenfe moles and walls pulh the 
fea forward, and encroach on his dominion, it (lands on piles 
created in the fea; and the foundations of the houfes almoft touch- 


ing the water, gives it the appearance of floating on its furface. 
The ileeples are feen at fea at the diilance of thirty miles; and the 
profpedt becomes more bcautifuLthe nearer it is approached— 
prefenting in many views of floating iflands. 

To ere£t a city thus upon the water, while fo many thoufands of 
acres Hand unoccupied, at hrll light teems extraordinary— but all 
thofe great and (trange deviations from tiie ordinary path prefented 
by Nature, have their lburce in neceffity; and it is not till long 
after the neceffity has been iirft lamented, and afterwards obviated, 
that experience comes into aid, and demonllrates, that, from her, 
fecurity and utility have often arilen. Thus it is with Venice, 
who, fortified by her local (ituation (the effort of neceffity), fits 
lccure, and bids defiance to the world. 

The place where Venice now Hands, is fuppofed to have been 
formerly a marfhy ground, on which the Adriatic Sea had gradu- 
ally encroached, leaving the more elevated parts of it above 

T 2 water. 



( 148 ) 


water, and thereby forming a vail number of little illands, hence 
called Lagunes : on thoie the filhermen of the neighbouring 
fhores built their huts; and when Italy was invaded by the Goths 
under Alaric, and aiterwards by that barbarous race, the Huns, 
under Attila, both of whom ipread ruin and dcfolation wherever 
they came, vail numbers of people from the circumjacent lhores 
of the Adriatic, particularly from Padua and Aquileia, fled hither, 
and brought along with them immenfe wealth. Here they laid 
the firll foundations on leventy-two diftindt little illands, and cer- 
tainly with huts, of a city which afterwards flood almofl foremoll 
in the naval and commercial world: as tliofe illands were built 
upon, and became over-peopled, they gradually pufhed forward 
their piles, and built upon the m ^a in, till the whole became one 
vail city, extending to of thofe illands beyond the 

original feventy-two. 

As it was indebted, in a great meafure, for its rife and im- 
portance to the commerce of the Eaft, which then was carried on 
by way of the Red Sea and Alexandria, when the paflage by the 
Cape of Good Hope was difeovered, that trade declined, and Venice 
declined gradually along with it. 

It is amazing, what an extent of territory and accumulation of 
power the Venetians once poffelled. Befides their prefent pos- 
feliions, which comprehend the territories of Padua and Verona# 
the Vinccntine, the BrcicianS, the Bergamafes, the Cremafco, the 
Polefin of Rovigo, Marca Trevigiana, the Patria del Friuli, and 
Iflria, they had under their dominion the illands of Rhodes, 
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Scio, Samos, Mytilene, Andros, Candia, the Morea, and the cities 
of Gallipoli and ThefTalonica : befides which, they, in conjunction 
with France, took Conllantinople, and remained for feme time 
mailers of that part of the Empire ; and difputed the dominion of 
Sclavonia, Croatia, Morlachia and Dalmatia, with the Kings of 
Hungary, and contended with the Genoele for the empire of the 
fea : but of a great part of thefe, and their other conquclls, they 
have lince been llripped, almoft entirely, by the Turks. 

As to the government of Venice, I lhall not enter into any 
particulars of its liiftory — It is called a Republic, and was once a 
Democracy. The name remains, while that which gave it is 
gone. It .is, certainly, now a downright Arillocracy — the pri- 
vilege of fitting in the great Council being confined to the Nobi- 
lity; and the Doge, under the name of Head, being no more than 
a gaudy Have, loaded with fetters: yet, fuch is the idle fondnels 
of Man for fuperficial pomp, that this office is fought after with 
avidity; for though his power be fmall, his Hate is very lplendid. 
Hence it is laid, that the Doge of Venice is a king in his robes, 
a fenator in council, a priloner in the city, and a private man out 
of it; and what is more extraordinary, is, that though he may be 
depofed, he cannot refign — nor even decline the office, if he be 
once cliofcn, without expofing himfell to banilhment, and his 
clledls to confifcation. 

The ellabliihed religion of this State is the Roman Catholic; 
but the Venetians are not bigots, and rejeft the fupremacy of the 
Pope, J c ws , Armenians, Greeks, and Proteflants, arc allowed the 
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exercife of their religion there; and, provided they do not inter- 
meddle with Hate affairs, of which they are extremely jealous, 
even their Prieffs, Monks and Nuns, may take almoft any liberties 

they pleafe a privilege that you may be affured is not negledted 

by any of them. 

As few places have excited greater admiration and attention 
than Venice, fo none have been more copioully deferibed by tra- 
vellers, every one of whom may, when he returns to his native 
country, give a very accurate account of the public buildings, 
curiofities, paintings, &c. by only tranilating the book given to 
him by his Valet de Place, or Cicerone, on his arrival there— -It 
is certain, Venice abounds with all thole, particularly paintings ; 
but I had not the time minutely to inveftigate ; nor Ihculd I have 
the inclination, if I did, to deferibe fuch things: they are open to 
you in many well written volumes, which I recommend to your 
perufaL Such things, however, as ftrike me for their novelty, 
or difference from thofe in other places, I will, as well as I can 
recoiled: them, give you an idea of. 

To their local fituation they owe their fecurity— feparated 
from terra Jirma by a body of water of five miles in breadth, too 
deep to be forded, ancl too (hallow for veffels of force to pafs ; and 
on the other fides, by fcattered (hallows, the channels between 
which are marked out by (lakes, which, on the appearance of an 
enemy, they can take away; they bid defiance to hoftile army or 
navy, and have not been reduced to the neceffity of erefting walls 
or fortifications for their defence. 
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The firft peculiarity that ftrikes me, as arifmg immediately from 
their living, I may fay, in the fea, is the total exclufion of all fort 
of carriages ; for thofe ftreets that are on firm ground are extremely 
narrow and crooked; and on moft of the canals, fo far from having 
a quay on either fide to walk on, the water comes up to the doors 
of the houfes ; fo that walking is but little known, for they get into 
a boat off their threfliold, and their firft ftep out of it again is, ten 
to one, on the threfhold of another. This circumftance, though in 
fome rel'pedts it has its ufes, is, in others, extremely difagrecable, 
as well as injurious; for, though thofe who have occafion to labour 
have a fufliciency of exercife, thofe whofe condition exempts them 
from labour, and who, therefore, in all other countries, retort to 
artificial labour (exercife) for the promotion of health, are here en- 
tirely cut off from all fuch means of it as we pradife, having nei- 
ther hunting, ihooting, riding, bowling, &c. &c. nor can they have 
them, unlefs they go to the Continent for them. The chief amufe- 
ments of the Venetians are referved for the Carnival time, which 
commence about a week after Chriftmas, and which, therefore, I 
could not fee ; but, from the concurrent teftimony of all travellers 
and the People themfelves, as well as from the evidence of my own 
obfervation on the manners of the People, I am well warranted in 
faying, are feftivals of debauchery, riot and licentioufnefs. This is 
a fubjed on which I am, nevcrthelefs, difpofed to believe, that 
more has been laid than truth will bear out— yet, a bare ftatement 
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of the truth would, I fear, bear hard enough upon the moral cha- 
racter, or at lead the piety, ol the Venetians. 

That mafuueradcs are the very word fchools of vice, the private 
anecdotes of the beau morule even in England might fudice to de- 
mondrate — That courtezans are found lod to all fenfe of modedy 
and common decency, the dreets of London afford nightly proofs 
— Therefore, that mafquerading (which is the chief amufement 
of the Venetians) diould cloak many crimes, and that their courte- 
zans fliould be thamelefs and their women lewd, is no fuch wonder, 
feeing, as we do, thofc things in this Northern clime ; but we 
may, without any illibcrality, fuppofe, that, from phydcal caufes 
of the mod obvious kind, they are carried to a greater extent there 
than here : though one of the moll enlightened and amiable of all 
travellers fays it would be hard to be proved, yet, with deference 
to him, I think it may be rationally fuppofed. 

There is an aCtive principle in the mind of Man which will not 
differ it to red ; it mud have fome materials to work upon. Men, 
enlightened by fcience, have within thcmfelves a fund, and can 
never want food for contemplation ; but the many, in thofc hours 
when a fufpenfion of labour or wordly bulinefs. drives them 
to expedients for the employment of their time, are but too prone 
to leave the mind to the guidance of the fcnfes, and to cogitate on 
vice till they wifli to praftife it. Hence that homely but true fay- 
ing, “ Idlenefs is the root of all evil.” In England we have a 
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variety of expedients which the Venetians want, whofe minds being 
befides naturally more vivid, are more prompt to give a loofe to 
the warm illulions of fenfual fancy. Thus prepared, they meet 
the Carnival, when every thing confpires to give circulation to 
indulgence ; and when thofe operations of the mind which with Us 
have fo many channels to difeharge themfelves, with them, like 
a vail ftream fuddenly confined to one narrow channel, burft forth 
with an irrefiltible torrent, and carry away before them every bond 
that religion or morality has laid down as reftraints on the exube- 
rance of human paflion. The cuftoms and habits of the place and 
time contribute to it; for, while the feverc rellridlions of the fe- 
male lex for the reft of the year lliarpen both inclination and in- 
vention on the one hand — on the other, the unbounded licenfe, 
the univerfal change of habits, cuftoms and laws— the total ful- 
penfion of all diftindtion, care, or bulinefs which take place at 
that time, aided by perpetual mafquerade— and thofe moll conve- 
nient of all receptacles, the gondolas, with thofe moft expert and 
forward of all pandars, the gondoliers— afford ample fcope to their 
willies, and form altogether a mals of circumftanccs in favour of 
vicious indulgence, not to be found in any other part of Chrillen- 
<Jom j to refill which, they mull be more virtuous than any other 
people — a point never yet laid to their charge by the beft-natured 
and moft extenuating of all thofe who have written upon that 
fubjedl. 
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L E T TER XXV. 


Profligate though the People of London are, I 
will not allow that it is fo vicious a city as Venice. That there 
arc in it, ami indeed in all capitals, individuals who have reached 
the high eft aclinic of jfliamclefs debauchery and depravity, it would 
be foolifli to deny : but that concubinage is pradtifed in the fame 
open way, fo generally, or fo fyftematically as at Venice, no one 
will venture to aflert. I trull: the day of depravity and indelicacy 
is far removed from us, that will exhibit a Britifli mother arranging 
a plan of accommodation for her fon, and bargaining fora young 

virgin to commit to his embraces — as they do in Venice not as 

wife, but as concubine. On that one cuftom of the Venetian 
ladies I reft my pofition and have no hefitation to avow, that all 
the private concubinage of London amounts not to fuch a flagrant 
confummation of moral turpitude and ftiamelefs indelicacy as that 
practice to which I allude. 

The Venetian men are well-featured and well-fliaped— the 
women, well-fliaped, beautiful, and, it is faid, witty : but I had 
that within which robbed every object of its charms j and I might 
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fay with Hamlet, that “ Man delighted not me, nor Woman 
cither.”— In fhort, not all the beauties and novelty of the place, 
not all the pleafures that ftare the traveller in the face, and folicit 
his enjoyment, not all the exquifite looks of the ladies, could roufc 
my mind from its melancholy, or fix my attention— I grew weary 
of Venice before I had been many hours in it, and determined to 
gralp at the very firfl opportunity that offered for my departure. 

I had arranged, in my own mind, a plan to proceed to Lata- 
chea, a conliderable fea-port town in Syria, and thence to Aleppo, 
whence, as it was a great Eaftern mart, I entertained hopes that I 
fhould find a fpcedy, or at leaf! a certain conveyance, by a caravan, 
aerofs the delerts, to Bafforah, and little doubted but that I Ihould find 
a veil'd at feme of the Venetian ports, either bound, or belonging 
to a fea-port of fuch commericai confequence, upon which I could 
procure a paffage— But in this I was dilappointed ; for, on the fulled 
inquiry that I could make, I found that there was only one fhip 
ready to fail, and no probability of any other for a conliderable time 
after — I did every thing I could to avail myfelf of this conveyance, 
but was dilappointed, owing to a young lady being paffengcr, who 
was daughter to the owner of the vefiel— -and the old gentleman 
^ did not approve of an Englilli Officer being of the party with his 
daughter. I ufed every argument without fuceefs, urging the 
Relidcnt, Mr. Strange, who had behaved very politely to me 
during my Ihort rcfidence at Venice, to intereft himlelf about it: 

I likcwife entreated Mrs. Strange, an affable, pleafunt woman, 
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to exert her endeavours, and made her laugh, by propofing to her 
to give me a certificate of my behaviour, and to pledge herfelf to 
the old gentleman that the happinefs or honour of his family 
would not be difturbed by me during the paflage. 

Hearing, however, that a (hip lay at Triefte, which was to 
fail thence for Alexandria in Egypt, I determined to embrace that 
opportunity, and, inftead of my former intended route, go to Grand 
Cairo, thence to Suee, and fo down the Red Sea, by way of Mecca, 
to Moca, and thence to Aden, where company’s velfels, or India 
country traders arc always to be found going to one or other of the 
Britifii l'cttlemcnts. 

I accordingly let out for Triefte, with all the impatience of a 
languine mind, anxious to change place, eager to pu(h forward, and 
full of the new route I had laid down — the charms of which, par- 
ticularly of feeing Grand Cairo, the Land ef Egypt, and the Pyramids, 
were painted by my imagination in all the glowing exaggerated 
colours of romance. The Captain of the vellel was then at Venice, 
and I accompanied him to Triefte, which is about fixty miles from 
Venice. 

Soon after our arrival at Triefte, I had the mortification to find, 
that the veflel was by no means likely to keep pace with the ardour, 
of my mind, and that, owing to fome unforefeen event, her de- 
parture was to be delayed •, fo, after a few of thole eftufions which 
may be fuppol'ed on fuch an occafion to efcape a man of no very 
cool temper hanging on the tenterhooks of expectation, I found 

it 
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it neceffary to fit down, and patiently wait the revolution of time 
and event, which nothing could either impede or accelerate. 

It has often been remarked, and is held as a point of faith by 
Predcftinarians, that fome men are doomed by fate to dilappoint- 
ment — and that, when they are fo, no wifdom can obviate, no 
vigilance provide againfi, nor no refolution refill, her decrees; but, 
that, in fipite of all the efforts of reafon and induftry, a feries of 
finifter events fhall purfue them through life, and meet them at 
every turn they attempt to take. Such has been my lot for the 
greatefl part of my life— -but I have neither faith enough in Pre- 
deliination, nor felf-lovc enough, fo far to blind me to my own 
faults, as- to fuppofe that lady Fate had any thing at all to do 
with it. No, no; it was often owing to a temper, warm, impatient 
and uncontrolled, which, in alrnolt all cafes of momentary embar- 
raffment, chafed reafon from her office, ufurped her place, and 
decided as chance directed. Let every man examine the grounds 
of all his ferious difappointments in life with candour, and he will 
find phyllcal caufes to which to affign them, without reforting to 
Supernatural. For my part, when I hear a man lay that he has 
been all his life purfued by ill-fortune, I diredtly conclude, that 
either he has been a blunderer, or thofe he dealt with, brutes. In 
the ordinary operation of earthly contingencies, mifchances will 
happen ; but an uniform life of milchance can only arife from mif- 
management, or a very extraordinary chain of human injuftice— 
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Tlicfc reflexions arofe from the following incident : 

I had procured a fervant to attend me on my journey, who, 
from mv lliort oblervatiou of him, promiled to contribute very 
confidcrahly to my comfort, my convenience, and, indeed, to my 
fecurity as he was apparently honed, finccre, adlive and clever 
in his duty, and mailer of feveral languages, and particularly of the 
lingua Franca , a mixture of languages, peculiarly ufeful in tra- 
velling through the Eaft. Finding that I was likely to be delayed at 
Triefte, and conceiving that in this interim letters from England, 
for which I molt ardently longed, might have arrived at Venice for 
me, I imprudently and impetuoufly fent him to Venice, for the 
purpofe of taking them up, and carrying them to me. But guefs 
what muft have been my feelings when I found, almoft immedi- 
ately after his departure, that the velfel was preparing to fail, and 
that I muft either lole my paflage or my fervant : anxious though 
T was to get forward, and grievous though my former delay had 
been to me, I helitatcd which to do ; but prudence, for once, pre- 
vailed over inclination ; and I determined, at all events, to depart, 
under all the embarraflment attending the want of a fervant and 
linguift, and all the poignant feelingvS of having been acccffary to 
the dilappointment, and perhaps the injury of a poor fellow, 
whom I really conceived to be a perfon of merit. In our paflage 
to Alexandria, we touched at Zante, an ifland on the coaft of 
Greece, belonging to Venice : it was anciently called Zacynthus— 
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is about fifty miles in circumference, and contains fifty thoufand 
inhabitants. Never before had I tafted any thing equal to the de- 
licious flavour of the fruits of this ifland — the grapes exquilite, 
and the melons and peaches of prodigious bignefs and unequalled 
flavour. The ifland is abundantly fruitful in wine, currants, oil, 
figs and corn, but is very fubjcct to earthquakes. Near the lea- 
port which we entered is as great a curiofity in Nature as is any 
where, I believe, to be found. Two fpring wells of clear frdh 
water throw up large pieces of real pitch, in finch quantities, that, 
it is laid, the people collect, one year with another, one hundred 
barrels of it, which they ufe in paying their (hipping and boats. 

In the firft ftages of melancholy, confolation is rejected by the 
mind as premature. The heart, intent, as it were, upon flipping 
full of woe, difclaims all advances of comfort, and feeds on grief 
alone. Hence the truly fkilful in the human heart confider pre- 
mature coiUolation as an aggravation of woe, and comfort only with 
condolence, well knowing that the tide of grief mull take its 
courfc, and that, until it be firft full, no hopes can be had of its 
retiring. The full force of this I began now to feel. The dil- 
quietude of domeftic embarraflment — the bitternefs of feparation 
from all I loved— the folitary fadnefs of my lituation, wandering 
through unknown countries— -myfelf unknown and unfriended- 
aggravated at length by the lofs of my fervant, who was a fort of 
prop to my fpirits — and my being caft into a (hip among a people 
whofe language I little underftood, without any foul or one circuni- 
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Ranee to mitigate my forrow, or confole me under it ; all thefe, I 
lay, had wound up my feelings to the higheft pitch of fortune — 
More miferable I could not be when the Illand of Zante received 
me, and, for the firft time for a fad feries of days, raifed me with 
the tranfporting found of an Engl till voice. 

I have promifed, my Frederick, to give you a candid rela- 
tion, in hopes that you will improve by it: but if I thought, 
that, on the contrary, any thing I faid fhould tend to raife in your 
mind a fentiment injurious to your principles, or reflective on 
your father’s condudt, but to be an example and admonitory 
guide to your own, I fhould condemn my candour and curfe the 
hour that I wrote — but, I trull to your good fenfe and difpoli- 
tion, with my care to direft them ; and (hall, but not without hefi- 
tation, proceed. But, as I have already fpun out this Letter to fuch 
an extent, I will defer my further relation to another. 


LETTER XXVI. 


At the time I fet out upon my journey over land to 
India, I was (though married, and the father of children) very 
young, naturally of a fanguine conllitution : my attachment to 
the fair fex was no ways diminilhed by a military education; and 
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a warmth of temper, ail ardent fcnfibility of mind, and a frank 
unfufpicious difpofition, left me but too often to regret the fa- 
cility with which I yielded to the charms of women. But the re- 
gret for each error was willfully fmothered in vain determinations 
of amendment— and the promifed amendment again broken in 
upon by fome new error. Thus it was, till riper years and cir- 
cumftanccs of weight ilrengthened my rcafon, and gave it in 
{ome greater degree that dominion it lhould have over my 
adtions. 

Circumftanced as I have in my laft Letter deferibed myfelf to 
be, and conftituted by nature and education as l have mention- 
ed above, I landed in the charming ifland of Zante, where 
Nature herfelf feerns to have confpircd againft chaftity — mak- 
ing the very air breathe nothing but tranfporfc and delight. 
There I met a young lady, a native of England— extremely 
pretty, highly accomplifhcd, and captivating in the extreme: 
flic had been at Venice for her education — was a complete 
miftrefs of mulic, and exprclfed an intention of following tt 
profeffionally on her arrival in England, whither Ihe was going 
paflengor in a vefiel bound there from Zantc. To have accident- 
ally met with a native of England, even of my own fex, in fuch 
a diflant corner of the world, under fuch circumftanccs as mine, 
juft efcaped from the horrid life I had for fome time led, muft have 
filled me with joy: allowance, therefore, may be made for my 
feelings on meeting this young lady, and for my thinking of 
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fomc expedient to prevent our reparation. She laboured, perhaps, 
under die preffure of feelings as difagre cable as my own, and ex- 
prelTed her JatisfaCfcion at meeting with a countryman fo very un- 
expectedly. Referve was foon thrown off on both fides: wc 
entered into a converfation interefling and confidential, which in- 
crcaled my anxiety to keep her with me, and in order to perfuade 
her to accompany me, I pointed out in the ftrongeft colours pof- 
lible, the great advantages llie might derive from her accomplilh- 
ments in India, where her mufical talents alone, exclufive of her 
various captivating qualities, would be an inxehaullible mine of 
wealth. In fhort, I lb very eagerly enforced my propofal to accom- 
pany me, and time was fo very (hort, that fhe confented, and in two 
hours wc had arranged every thing for our departure together— 
and here with lliame and lorrow I confefs (nor lha’l ever ceafe to 
re^et it), that this ecclaireciflement communicated the firft ray of 
fubftantial pleafure to my heart that it felt lince I left London. 

Thus far, our project failed before the wind : wayward ima- 
gination had decked it out in the molt alluring drapery that fancy 
could fabricate, and prevented us from feeing the impracticability of 
it, as it flood in the nakednefs of truth ; and when it came to be 
carried into execution, a thoufand difficulties occurred, that the 
wildnefs of palfion, and the warmth of our feelings, had before 
concealed from our view. In the firft place, it was neceffary for 
her to obtain the confent of a lady to whofe care and protection 
Ihe was committed: in the next place, accommodations were to be 
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procured for her in the fame fhip with me — a circumftance of 
moft arduous difficulty; befidcs which, a variety of other impedi- 
ments— -infuperable indeed— concurred to fruftrate our views, and 
put an end to our project. If my plealure at meeting her was 
great, my anguiffi at parting with her was inexpreffible. I had 
once more to face the world alone; and, on the fecond day of my 
fojouffii.’ig at Zante, embarked W'ith a heavy heart, and fet fail for 
Alexandria. The lalt difappointments we undergo, leem ahyays 
the heavieft; and this at Zante I thought at that time to be the 
greatcll of my life. But — oh! Ihort-fighted Man ! bubble of every 
delulive lliadow ! I never refleded, as I have fince done, what feri- 
ous mil'chiefs, what endlefs milery, what lofs of time, means and 
reputation, I may by that providential diiappointment have 
efcapcd— for thefe arc the almoft never-failing confequcnces of 
fuch affairs. It too often happens, that the iyren who deludes a 
man into her fnarcs, is the very perfon who inti ids the deadly 
wound into his heart. Avoid, my dear Frederick! avoid all 
inch, as you would avoid plague, peftilencc, or ruin — fled your 
heart by timely reflection againft their advances. In all your 
tranfactions with women, like a good General in warfare, fecure for 
your heart a retreat; for it will be too late to find that they are 
unworthy when your heart is enfnared — and when you find them 
Worthy of your affection, it will he time enough to give a looic to 
the leniibility of your heart. A virtuous woman is beyond all 
calculation to be valued, when file is found; but, alas! in finding 
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her, you may pafs through lo many fires ordeal, and run fiich 
danger, that it is a! moil a doubt, whether a wile man (if he can 
fetter his pallions) had not better difpenle with the blefling, than 
run the hazard of icardiing for it. 

On my arrival at Alexandria, I found, to my frclh mortifica- 
tion, that the plague was raging all over Egypt — and as, if this was 
not of itfelf fui'licient to block up my inteiidech,i;oute, an j.gr/£r,tiuri 
of the Arabs who, ^r^dable bodies infefted all the roads; put 
a period to all my hopes of feeing Grand Cairo, and viewing 
the curiofities of that Country, which all who, like us, have the 
Bible put early into their hands, are taught to venerate as loon as 
they arc taught to read. Here I thought to have viewed the 
pyramids* whole antiquity, origin, or intended ufe, have baffled 
the learned and ingenious inquiries of lb many ages— -of behold- 
ing mount Sinai, the Hone of Moles, the track of the Ilraehtes, 
all of which arc laid to be clearly pointed out, and Geography 
by that means brought into the fupport of Sacred Hiltory. Thcle, 
and many things, I did wilh to lee — they are worth it : but 
I have had fince realon to believe, that my ill luck was not fo 
«reat as I then thought it; for the fearch is dangerous, and made 
prodigioufly expenfive by the exactions of the Mahomedan Magi- 
ftrates. It is as well, therefore, to travel over this Country in 
books, which afford us good information, and more of it, at an 
caiier rate than you could purchafe it in the Country. 
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Alexandria was built by Alexander the Great, foon after the 
overthrow of Tyre, about 333 years before Christ, and is fituatcd 
on the Mediterranean, twelve miles Well of that mouth of the Nile, 
anciently called Canopicum. Avery extraordinary circum Hancc 
is related, as a proof of the fuddenncfsofALEXANDER’s refolution to 
build it: After he had directed the number of public flrudtures, 
and fixed the nlaceSAvhere they were to Hand, there were no in- 
dr u men ts at hand proper for marking out the walls, accordin^to. 
the cudom of thole times: upon this, a workman advifed the 
King to collect what meal was among the foldicrs, and lift it in 
lines upon the ground, in order to mark out the circuit of the 
walls: the advice was followed, and the King's foothfayer in- 
terpreted it to be a prefage of the future profperity and abundance 
of the city. This prophecy was certainly afterwards verified; for 
it foon became the cSporium of Commerce, of Arts and of 
Sciences. 

By the defeription of Strabo and other Ancients, it appears 
that this city was built upon a plan well worthy the va/t mind of 
its founder; and The fragments of its ornaments afterwards com- 
^pofed a part of the granded embelliflimcnts of Rome and Conftan- 
tinople. In the Mufeum of the Royal Palace, which occupied a 
fourth part of the city, the body of Alexander was depofited in a 
golden codin — but the detelhble Seleucus Cibyofactes vio- 
lated the monument, took away the golden coflin, and fubftituted 
a glafs one in its place. 
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This city, like mod others of antiquity, has been the l’cene of 
terrible maflacres. About two hundred years after its foundation, 
it was totally depopulated by Ptolemy Physcon — the very 
few who efcaped (laughter, (lying into other Countries. Defirous, 
however, not to reign over empty houfes, he feduccd inhabitants 
from the neighbouring Countries ; and again, for fome flight offence, 
determined on a general maflacrc of the younpemcru an(J^c 0r j_ 
ingly, when they were oneitur^ eniblcd in ° the Gymnafium, or 

place of public cxereife, he ordered it to be fet on fire, fo that ad 
perifhed, either in the flames, or by the (words of his mercenaries, 
whom he had placed at all the avenues. Afterwards, in the year 
of Christ 2 15, the Emperor Car acalla, having been lampooned 
by fome of the inhabitants, ordered a general maflacre by his numer- 
ous troops, who were difpcrlcd over the city. The inhuman ordeis 
being given, all were murdered, without difiin&ion of age or fex ; to 
that, in one night’s time, the whole city floated in blood, and every 
houfe was filled with carcafes: the monfter him (elf, retiring to 
the Temple of Serapis, was all the time imploring the protection 
of the Deity — a proof that practical devotion ami the mod at- 
trocious inhumanity may meet in the fame bol'om. As if this had 
not been diffident vengeance, he dripped the city of all its ancient 
privileges— ordered all ftrangers who lived there to depart— and, 
that the few who remained might not have the latisfadion of 
feeing one another, ho cut oft all communication of one drect with 

another, by walls built for the purpofe, and guarded with troops. 

Not- 
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Notwithftanding thefc maflacres, Alexandria again recovered 
its former fplendour— and was again lacked by Amro it, the in- • 
ffimous- Saracen— and all the intrepid youth of the; city perilhef 
|Vith arms in their hands. The magnificence of the citv may be 
Teftimated from the account written by Amrou to the Caliph: “ I 
‘jave taken,” faid he, “ the City of the Well ; it is ol an immenfe 
w\Hentj 1 cannot deferibe to you how many wonders it contains: 
mere are 4000 palaces, 4000 baths,” &c. &c- 
I The great advantages of the Eail India trade, which was tlfen 
carrieil on by the Red Sea, preferved Alexandria through feveral 
utioas ; but having fallen under the dominion of the Turks, 
die pall age round the Cape of Good Hope being difeovered, 
tal blow was given to its commerce, and it has lince fallen to 
;ay. It is, however, even now, worth the attention of the claflical 
..aveiler. Entering the harbour, we palled by ti e Ifland of Pharos,- 
where Ptoi, f m y built the enormous Tower which was once the 
wonticr of die wortd ; and, when riding within the port, ncdiing 
could be more gratifying than to fee from thence that mixf ^vf of 
ancient and modern monuments that prefented themfelvcs to the 


view, on which ever iide the eye could be turned. 

Of myriads of antiquities which this place affords for the 
infpefti n of the curious, I lliall mention only two— -One, the' 
Column of Pomi’ey, on viewing of which, the remembrance of 
that great and good nun’s moll unmerited and cruel fate extracted 
a figh from the bottom of my heart : this pillar engages the at- 
tention 
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tcniion ofal! travellers ; it is compofcd of red granite ; the capta, 
g Corinthian, v/ith palm leaves, and not indented ; the fhalt am 
; v. upl) ci member of tire bai'e are of one piece, ninety fc£ lorm 
and nine in diameter ; tiie bale, a iquarc ot fifteen feet on each iide 
the whole column is one hundred and fourteen feet high, perfectly 
well pclilhcd, and only a little Ihivered on the Saltern lide. No- 
thin- can equal the majcfiy of this monument : fccn.from a di-~ 
tance, it overtops the town, and lerves as a iignal for veflels , 
approaching it nearer, it produces an aftoniihmcnt mixed with awe : 
one would never' be tired of admiring the beauty of the capita) 


length of the lhaft, nor the extraordinary iimplicity of the ,pe- 
deflal. Some years ago, a party of Englilh fearnen contrived; by 


flying a kite, to draw a line over the pillar, and by that means made 
;i kind of a lhroud, by which they got up, and on the very top of 
of it drank a bowl of punch, to the utter allonifhment of a mul- 
titude who came to ice them ; they broke olF one of the volutes 
of the column, but amply compcnfatcd for this*milchicf by a dit- 
coven they made, as, without their evidence, the world would 
not have known, at this hour, that there was originally a ih.it ue on 
this column, one fool and ancle of which, of enormous iize, arc 
ffill remaining. — The other is the Obelilk of Cleopatra, of im ? 
menfe Iize, and of one Angle piece of granite marble. 'Here 1 
obierved, too, a thick wall, v/ith towers mouldering under extreme 
agej. which contained, in its lace, fragments of architecture of 
the molt exquifite workmanihip, fuch as broken columns, friezes, 

etc. 
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»; thofe were the antique ruins of feme fallen pieces of anti- 
ity, af the time that this antique wall was built : what, then, 
ill be the length of time fince they had firft undergone the hands 
the workman? Thefe circumftances tend to demonftrate, that, 
f back beyond the reach of our calculation, the Arts flourilhed : 
*pd when one thinks of the miraculous mates of work done i„ 
; former ages the magnitude of the pieces of which thofe works 
were compofed, fuch as whole columns' and obelilks of a fingle 
block of marble— the CololTus of Rhodes, made of brafs, one foot 
of which was placed on one fide of the harbour, and another on 
the other fide, fo that flnps pated between its legs — we cannot 
help yielding up the palm to the Ancients for Hupendous magnifi- 
cence, however we may furpafs them for the ufcful, the elegant 
and the good. 

At Alexandria I remained about twelve days, till, wearied of 
the confined Rate I lived in on account of the plague, I refolvcd to 
devife fome means, if poflible, to get away, and at length hired a 
boat to carry me to the ifland of Cyprus, from whence I con- 
cluded, that I fhould find no fort of difficulty in procuring a con- 
veyance to Latichea, and fo proceed by my firft intended route. I 
accordingly arrived at Cyprus in perfect fafety, where, to my great 
lorrow and aftonifhment, I found that an epidemical fever, equal 
m its effefts to a plague, prevailed : however, there was no alter- 
native } I mull run the rifque, and I difmited the boat that carried 
me from Alexandria. 


Y 
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Although the etymologies of the names of places are of very 
little importance, and moil frequently uncertain, I think it probable 
that the Learned are right, who aflert the name of this is derived 
from Kwfoj (Cyprus) or Cyprcl's — with which Hi rubs the ifland 
abounds. ,It had, in ancient times, a number of other names — 
one of which was Paphia, whence Venus, who was worihipped in 
it, was tailed the Paphian Goddcfs. It lies thirly miles Weil of 
Syria, whither I was bound, ftretching from the South-weft to the 
North-eaft, one hundred and fifty miles in length, and leventy in 
breadth in the wideft part of it. 

This ifland holds a very high rank in claflic lore — It gave 
birth to fome great Philofophers and coniidcrable Poets — The 
ApoftleBARNABAS was a native of it, and, aflifted by St. Pa ul, firil 
introduced Chriftianity among them. Famagufta, a town on the 
Eaftern part of the ifland, oppoiite to the (bore of Syria, is the 
ancient Salainis, built by Teucer the ion of Tel amon, and bro- 
ther of Ajax. 

Symiflo, on the South-caft, the beft port in Cyprus, is the 
A;::athv.s mentioned by Virgil in his fEneid, and by Ovid in 
his Metamorphofes. And Baito, on the Wcftern coaft, is the 
II«K (Paphos) of antiquity, famous for the Temple of Venus. 

As the branches of an Empire moil remote from the great feat 
of Government are always more dcipotically governed than thofe 
nearer the fourcc of redrefs, Cyprus has been continually ruled 
with a rod of iron fince it came into the hands of the Turks. While 

it 



( 171 ) 


it was under the dominion of Chridians, it was well-peopled, having 
no lefs than eight hundred or a thoufand villages in it, belides ie- 
vexal handfome cities ; but the Turks have fpread ruin and deiblation 
over the country, and it is now fo thinly inhabited that more than 
half the lands lie uncultivated. 

The air of this iiland is now for the mod: part unwholefome, 
owing to the damps arifing from the many fens and marfhcs with 
which the country abounds— while, there being but few fprings 
or rivers in the ifland, the want of a plentiful fall of rain, at proper 
periods, didredes the inhabitants very much in another way; and 
by means of the uncultivated date of the country, they are greatly 
infcded >vith poifonous reptiles of various kinds. 

The mod remarkable mountain in Cyprus is called Olympus — 
a name common to fevcral other mountains in Greece, particu- 
larly to that in Theflaly, fo famous in the poetry of the Ancients. 
That in Cyprus is about fifty miles in circumference: great part 
of it is covered with woods; and at the foot of it are fine vineyards, 
which produce admirable wine, not only in a fulficicncy for their 
own conl'umption, but l'ome alfo for exportation — And although the 
greater part of the ifland lies uncultivated, as I have before obfervcd, 
it produces a fuflicient quantity of corn, unlefs in icafons when 
their harved fails, in which cafe the people are eafily fupplicd from 
the continent. They have, befidcs, cattle enough for their own’ 
confumption — Many parts of the country abound with wild-fowl, 
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and fcveral forts of game, and they have plenty of Mi upon the fca 
coafls. 

The trade of Cyprus is not inconfiderahle, and carried on c hieSy 
by Jews and Armenians: the commodities in which they deal are 
wine, oil, cotton, wool, fait, filk, and turpentine — befides, it pro- 
duces feveral forts of earth, fit for the ufe of painters, particularly 
red, black and yellow. 

Its mod wonderful production, however, is the famous flone 
Acr&foj (Albeltos) inextinguifhable, or (Amiantos) im- 

pollutus, fo called from its extraordinary property of refilling 
fire. It is related that the Ancients made out of this Hone a kind 
of thread that would remain unconfumed in the moll intenfe fire. 
It is even faid, that fome experiments have been made in modern 
days, which have fufficiently proved that the thing is not a fiClion. 
In fuch extraordinary quellions as this, though I do not pofitively 
contradiCl, I always fufpend my belief, till fomething ltronger 
than mere alfertion is offered to convince me. 

There is one dreadful mifchief to which this illand isfubjed — 
In the hot feafon, locults come from the Continent, in fwarms fo 
vail and fo thick as to darken the Iky like clouds. Thole would 
certainly devour all the fruits of the earth, if they were not driven 
to fea by a North wind that ufually blows at the time of their 
coming. When that wind happens to fail, which fortunately is 
feldom, the confequence is a total demolition of the fruits of the 
Country. 


The 
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The whole ifland, as well as particular towns, was entirely 
confecrated to the Goddefs Venus, who thence was called Venus 
Cypkia, or Dea Cypria, and is reprefcnted by the Poets as 
fairin g a peculiar pleafure in vifiting it — and this unquestionably 
arofe from the loofe habits and lafcivious temperament of the 
women there, who certainly are, at this time, not remarkable for 
chaftity. 

I muft confefs, however, that I felt great pleafure in entering 
Cyprus — it was, as I have already ftated, clafiic ground, and dedi- 
cated to the Queen of Love. But a traveller who vifits it with 
hopes of amufement, will be much difappointcd; for in no one par- 
ticular did it feem to me to refemble that Cyprus famed in the 
Heathen Story and Mythology. Of the Cyprian Queen s favours 
the ladies feemed to boaft no one mark, lave the moft naufeous, 

St 

difgufting lewdnefs — and the natural fertility of the foil is half 
loft beneath the oppreffive yoke of the fervants of the Turkifh 
Government. Thus, in the extraordinary revolutions that human 
affairs arc inceffantly undergoing, that ifland which for its fuperior 
beauties was fuppofed to be the rcfidence of Love, which gave 
birth to the Philofophers Zeno, Appollonius and Xenophon, 
is now a miferable, half-cultivated fpot, peopled with a mixture of 
wretched Turks, Jews, Greeks and Chriilians — groaning under 
the tyrrany of a barbarous deipotic abufe of delegated power— ~ 
infefted with locufts which devour the fruits of the earth — and 

difgraced 
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di /graced by a race of ignominious womens who efleem it to b 
an adtof religion to proftitute themfelves to all ftrangers. 

Our Richard the Firft made a conqued of this Hland on hi, 
way to the Holy Land, and conferred the Royalty of it on Gin 
Lusignan, King of Jcrufalcm. The Venetians poflelled them- 
felves of it in the year 1480 — but, in the lixteenth century, the 
Turks dilpofleifed them, and have ever iince kept it under tlie 
yoke — I Ihould have remarked that their wine is excellent. 

Continuing my route, I hired another boat, after only forty- 
eight hours i lay at Cyprus, and proceeded for Latichea, which, as 
] have fomewherc before mentioned, is a coni iderable lea-port 
town of Syria, built on a promontory of land, which, running into 
the fea, occalions its being continually refrdhed with breezes. For- 
tune, who had hitherto been not very liberal in her difpenfations, 
now favoured me; for, j uli as I arrived at Latichea, acaiavan was 
preparing. The Conful of the Turkiih Company at Cyprus re- 
ceived me with great politenefs and hofpitality-— gave me a Letter 
to the Refident at Latichea ; and by his in fir nation and alii llancc, 
after a very fliort flay, I fet out on my way to Aleppo with the 
caravan. 

As I fliall hereafter have occalion more particularly to deferibe 
the nature of thole caravans, I ihall, for the prefent, tell you, that 
this was compofed of no other beads of burden than mules and 
alfes, of which there were not lefs than three or four hundred in 
number. 


Mounted 
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Mounted on a mule, I travelled along, well pleafed with the 
fertile appearance of the country, and delighted with the ferenity 
of the air-— We were, as well as I can now recoiled, near ten days 
on the roadj during which time we travelled only in the morning 
early, and in the heat of the day repofed under the (hade of trees. 

I wa? informed, that if, inflead of going to Latichea, I had 
gone to Scanderoon (otherwife Alexandretta), I fhould, in the 
road from thence to Aleppo, have travelled through a Country, in 
which the mod Angular and extravagant culloms prevail that ex ill 
in any Country emerged from barbarifm — Several of thofe I heard; 
but one in particular was, that the men proflituted their wives and 
daughters .to all comers— and that this originated from a principle 
of religion, though there was every reafon to believe, that, like 
many of their religious inllitutionr, it was at lail made fub tervient 
to the gratification of avarice. 

On try way to Allcppo, I was met by a Mr , an Englifh 

Gentleman, who had heard of my coming, and who, in the mod 
kind and hofpitable manner, infilled upon my living at his houle 
in (lead of the Britilh Conlul’s, where l Ikould otherwife have relidcd 
during my flay there; and his manner of aiking me was lb en- 
gaging, interefling and imprelTive, that I found it impoHible to refufo 
hi in. 

As the great public caravan had departed from Aleppo before 
my arrival, and the cxpence of forming a private one on my ac- 
count was too great, as I was travelling on my own account, and 

had 
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had no difpatches to authorife or enforce my departure, or bear 
me out in the expence j I was contained to remain at Aleppo 
till fome eligible mode of travelling occurred, or another public 
caravan was formed — This delay gave me an opportunity of feeing 
and informing myfelf of the city and fur rounding country j the re- 
fult of which, I ihall, inas fhorta manner as poffible, relate to you 
in a future Letter. It alfo gave occafion to one of thofe unhappy 
incidents which I have fo often had occafion to lament, not from 
any confcioufnefs of dired criminality, but for the fcope it gave to 
mifreprefentation, and the injury which that mifreprefentation did 
me in the opinion of fome of my friends. 


END OF PART I. 
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JOURNEY TO INDIA, &c. 


LETTER XXVII. 


My dear Frederick, 

So long as the route of my journey lay through Eu- 
ropean regions, little prefented itfelf refpedting human nature of 
fuch very great novelty as to excite admiration or awaken curiofity. 
In all the various Nations through which we have pafled, a certain 
parity of fentiment, arifing from the one great fuhftratum, Chrif- 
tianity, gave the fame general colouring to all the fcencs, how- 
ever they might differ from each other in their various fhadings. 
Whatever diffimilitude the influence of accident, climate, or local 
circumftancc, may, in the revolutions of ages, have introduced into 
their manners, cuftoms, municipal laws, and exterior forms of 
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worfliip — the great Code of Religion and Moral Sentiment re- 
mains nearly the fame with all : and right and wrong, good and 
evil, being defined by the fame principles of reafon, and afeertained 
by the fame boundaries, bring the rule of condud of each to fo 
clofe an approximation with that of the others, that, when com- 
pared with thofe w f e are now to attend to, they may really be con- 
fidcred as one and the fame people* 

In the Empire now before us, were we to leave our judgment 
to the guidance of general opinion of Chriflian Nations, we fliould 
have, on the contrary, to contemplate Man under a variety of forms 
and modifications, fo entirely different from thofe to which habit has 
familiarifed our minds, as at firfl: to imprefs us with the idea of a 
total difruption from our nature, and induce us, as it has already 
the generality of our people, to divorce them from a participation 
of all thofe fympathetic feelings which ferve to inforce the difeharge 
of mutual good offices among men. Deducing all their principles, 
not only of moral condud, but municipal government, from a 
religion radically different from, and eifentially adverfe to, ours ; 
deluded by that fyflem into a variety of opinions which liberality itfelf 
muft think abfurd ; unaided by that enlightened philofophy which 
learning, and learned men, ading under the influence of compara- 
tive Freedom, and affifted by the art of Printing, have diffufed 
through the mafs of Europeans ; and living under a climate the 
moft unfavourable to intelledual or bodily exertion, they exhibit 
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a fpcdacle which the philofophic and liberal mind mud view 
with difapprobation, regret and pity — the illiberal fierce Chriftian 
with unqualified dcteftation and difguft: while, on their part, bi- 
goted to their own principles and opinions, they look on us with 
abhorrence, and indulge as confcientious a contempt of, and antipathy 
to Chriftians, which I apprehend no lapfe of time, without a great 
change of circumftance, will be able to eradicate. Should Maho- 
medanifm and Chriftianity ever happen to merge in Deifm (but 
not otherwife), the inhabitants of Syria and Europe will agree to 
confider each other even as fellow-creatures. In Spain and Portu- 
gal, Jew, Turk, and indeed Protcftant, are without diftindion call* 
ed hogs. In Turkey, Jews and Chriftians are indifcriminatcly 
called dpgs ; each thinking the other completely excluded from 
the pale of humanity, and well worthy the dagger of any true 
believer who would have the piety to apply it. 

You will allow, my dear Frederick, that it muft have been 
rather an important contemplation to your Father, to have perhaps 
two thoufand miles to travel through the immenfe and almoft track- 
ids wilds of a country inhabited by fuch people, without the con- 
folation of any others to accompany him in his journey ; for, unlels 
a public difpatch was to overtake me, there was little probability of 
my having a Tingle European partner of my fatigue and perils. 

However, as the period was not yet arrived at which I was to 
go forward, or even determine my mode of travelling, I endeavoured 

to 
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to foothe my mind as much as I could into content, and to take 
advantage of my (lay at Aleppo, to acquire all the knowledge pof- 
fiblc of the place, that is to lay, of that city in particular, and of 
the Turkifh government and manners in general. 

A diftant view of Aleppo fills the mind with expectations of 
great fplendour and magnificence. The mofques, the towers, the 
large ranges of houfes with flat roofs, riling above each other, ac- 
cording to the (loping hills on which they (land, the whole varie- 
gated with beautiful rows of trees, form altogether a feene magnifi- 
cent, gay, and delightful : but, on entering the town, all thofe ex- 
pected beauties vanifli, and leave nothing in the flrcets to meet the 
eye, but a difmal fucceflion of high (tone walls, gloomy as the re- 
cedes of a convent or date prifon, and unenlivened by windows, 
embellifhcd, as with us, by the human face divine. The ftreets 
themfelves, not wider than fome of the meaneft alleys in London, 
overcaft by the height of the prifon-houfes on either fide, arc ren- 
dered dill more formidably gloomy by the folitude and filence that 
pervade them ; while here and there a lattice towards the top, barely 
vifiblc, ftrikes the foul with the gloomy idea of thraldom, coercion 
and imprifonment. 

This deteftable mode of building, which owes its origin to 
jealoufy, and the fcandalous redraints every man is empowered by 
the laws and religion of the place to impofe upon the women 
configned either by fide or birth to his tyranny, extends not to the 
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infide of the houfes, many of which are magnificent and handfomc, 
and all admirably fuited to the exigencies of the climate, and the 
domeftic cuftoms and manner of living of the inhabitants. 

The city is adorned, it is true, here and there, with mofques 
and appendant towers, called Minarets, from which cryers call 
the Faithful to prayers ; and in fome of the ftreets there are arches 
built at certain diftances from each other, fo as to carry the eye di- 
redly through them, and form a vifta of confiderablc grandeur : but 
all thefe are far from fufficient to counterbalance the general afped 
of gloominefs and folitude which reigns over the whole, and ren- 
ders it fo peculiarly difgufting, particularly at firft fight, to an Eng- 
lilhman who has enjoyed the gaiety and contemplated the freedom 
of a city in Great Britain. 

The mofques (Mahomedan temples) are extremely numerous 
in this city ; indeed almoft as much fo as churches and convents 
in the popifh countries of Chriftendom. There is nothing in their 
external appearance to attrad the notice of the traveller, or indulge 
the eye of the archited ; they arc almoft all of one form — an oblong 
quadrangle : and as to the infide, I never had an opportunity of 
feeing one ; none but Muffiilmen being permitted to enter them, at 
leaft at Aleppo. 

The next buildings of a public kind to the mofques that deferve 
to be particularly mentioned, are the caravanferas — buildings which, 
whether we confider the fpirit of beneficence and charity that firft 
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fuggefted them, their national importance, or their extenfive utility, 
may rank, though not in fplendour of appearance, at leaft in true 
value, with any to be found in the world. 

Caravan/eras were originally intended for, and are now pretty 
generally applied to, the accommodation of Grangers and travellers, 
though, like every other good inftitution, fometimes perverted to the 
purpofes of private emolument or public job : they are built at 
proper diftances through the roads of the Turki/h dominions, and 
afford the indigent or weary traveller an afylum from the incle- 
mency of the weather ; are in general very large, and built of the 
moll folid and durable materials ; have commonly one (lory above 
the ground floor, the lower of which is arched, and ferves for ware- 
houfes to flow goods, for lodgings and for ftablcs, while the upper 
is ufed merely for lodgings j befides which, they are always accom- 
modated with a fountain, and have cooks Ihops and other convcni- 
encics to fupply the wants of the lodgers. In Aleppo the Caravan- 
feras are almoft exclufively occupied by merchants, to whom they 
are, like other houfes, rented. 

The fuburbs of Aleppo, and the furrounding country, arc very 
handfome, plealimt, and, to a perfon coming out of the gloomy 
city, in fome refpedts interdling. Some toffed about into hill apd 
valley lie under the hands of the hulbandman ; others are covered 
with handfome villas ; and others again laid out in gardens, whither 
the people of Aleppo occafionally refort for amufement. 
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The roofs of all the houfes are flat, and formed of a compofi- 
tion which refills the weather effectually. On thofe moll of the 
people deep in the very hot weather : they are feparated from each 
other by walls ; but the Franks, who live contiguous to one another, 
and who, from their difagreeable circumftances with regard to the 
Turks, are under the neceffity of keeping up a friendly and harmo- 
nious intercourfe together, have doors of communication, which 
are attended with thefe fortunate and pleafing advantages, that 
they can make a large circuit without defeending into the ftreets, 
and can vifit each other during the plague, without running the rilk 
of catching the infe&ion by going among the natives below. 

There is a caftlc in the city which I had nearly forgotten to 
mention— The natives conceive it to be a place of great ftrength. It 
could not, however, withftand the Ihock of a few pieces of ord- 
nance for a day. It is e (teemed a favour to be permitted to fee it ; 
and there is nothing to recompenfe one for the trouble of obtaining 
permiffion, unlefs it be the profpeCt of the furrounding country, 
which from the battlements is extenfive and beautiful. 

Near this caftle Hands the Seraglio, a large old building, where 
the Balhaw of Aleppo refides : the whole of it feemed to me to be 
kept in very bad repair, confidering the importance of the place. It 
is furrounded by a ftrong wall of great height: bolides which, its 
contiguity to the caftle is very convenient ; as, in cafe of popular 
tumults, or inteftine commotions, the Balhaw finds an afylum in the 
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latter, which commands and overawes the city, and is never with- 
out a numerous garrifon under the command of an Aga. 

Such is the fummary account I have been able to colledt of 
Aleppo, the capital of Syria ; which, mean though it is when com- 
pared with the capitals of European countries, is certainly the third 
city for Iplendour, magnificence, and importance, in the vaft ex- 
tent of the Ottoman Empire — Conftantinople and Grand Cairo only 
excelling it in thofe points, and no other bearing any fort of com- 
petition with it. 


LETTER XXVIII. 


However faction may agitate, or abufe irritate the 
minds of men againft the executive branch of their Government, 
the People of every Nation under Heaven are difpofed to think their 
own Conftitutional Syftem the belt ; and the artful intertexture of 
religion with Governments confirms them in that opinion, and 
often configns the underftanding to unalterable error and illiberal 
prejudice. It would be wonderful, then, if the Turkifli Conltitu- 
tion, founded on the Koran, was not looked upon with abhorrence 
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by the bulk of the Chriftian world ; and more wonderful (1111, if 
the outrageous zealots of the Chriftian Church, who for fo many 
centuries engrofled all the learning of Europe to thcmfelvcs, ihould 
not have handed down with exaggerated mifreprefentatiou every 
circumftancc belonging to the great enemies of their faith. But 
that, at this day of intellectual illumination, Mankind (hould be en- 
veloped in fuch error and darknefs, with regard to the government 
of fo large a portion of the globe as T urkey, is extraordinary ; and 
only to be accounted for by a reference, in the firll place, to thofe 
religious prejudices which we fuck in from our nurl'e, and which 
habit, inceflant document, and every part of our education, tend to 
confirm in our minds j and in the next, to that indifpofition the 
human mind feels to part with its old prejudices, and the general 
indolence and incapacity of men to acquire knowledge by the ardu- 
ous and fatiguing paths of ftudy. 

The Turkilh Government is grofsly mifreprefented. Were our 
opinions to be direded by the general belief of Europeans, we 
(hould l'uppofc that the life and property of every being in that 
vaft Empire were irremediably at the mercy of the Grand Seignior 
— and that, without laws to protect, or any intermediate power 
whatever to (hield them, they were entirely fubjcCt to the capricious 
will of an inexorable tyrant, who, (Emulated by cruelty, (harpened 
by avarice, and unreftrained by any law human or divine, did 
every thing to opprefs his fubjcCls, and carry deftruCtion among 
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Mankind. I firmly believe, that, from the combination of ideas arifi. 
ing from thofe prejudices, there are few Chriftians who think or 
hear of the Grand Turk, that do not, by an involuntary ad of the 
mind, inftantly think of blood and murder, firangling with bow- 
firings, and fiicing off heads with cimeter3. 

As there is no part of your education more near my heart than 
die eradicating illiberal prejudices from your mind, and fortifying 
you againft their affaults ; I find it impoflxble to refrain from giv- 
ing you my opinion of the Turkifh Government, which I have been 
at fome pains to colled, as well from oral information as from the 
beft authors ; and which, though very far from what a generous 
and univerfally philanthropic difpofition would wilh them to have, 
is very different from that which is generally attributed to them, 
and unqueftionably far more limited in its powers than the Govern- 
ments of feveral Chriftian countries I could mention. 

The Coriftitution of that country is laid down exprefsly in the 
Koran. The Emperor of Turkey (commonly called the Grand 
Seignior) is a defendant of Mahomet, who pretended he had the 
Koran from Heaven : and he is as much bound by the infiitutes 
of that book as any fubjed in his realm— is liable to depofition as 
they to punifhment for breach of them, and indeed has been mqre 
than once depofed, and the next in fucceflion raifed to the Throne. 
Thus far, it is obvious, his power is limited and under controul. But 
that is, not all — It is equally certain that the Turkifh Government is 

partly 
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partly Republican j for, though the People at large have no (hare in 
the legiflation, and are excluded by the Koran from it (which 
Koran has eftablilhed and precifely afcertained their rights, privi- 
leges, and perfonal fecurity), yet there is an intermediate power 
which, when roufed to exertion, is ftronger than the Emperor’s, 
and Hands as a bulwark between the extremes of Defpotifm and 
them. This body is the Ulama, eompofed of all the members 
of the Church and the Law, fuperior to any Nobility, jealous of 
their rights and privileges, and partly taken from the People, not by 
election, but by profeffion and talents. — In this body are comprifcd 
the Moulahs, the hereditary and perpetual guardians of the reli- 
gion and laws of the Empire : they derive their authority as much 
as the Emperor from the Koran, and, when neceflary, aft with all 
the firmnefs refulting from a convidion of that authority ; which 
they often demonftrate by oppofing his meafures, not only with 
impunity, but fuccefs. Their perfons are facred ; and; they can, by 
means of the unbounded refped in which they are held, roufe the 
People to arms, and proceed to depofe. But, what is much more, the 
Emperor cannot be depofed without their concurrence. 

If, by this provifion of the Conftitution, the power of the Mo- 
narch is limited, and the perfonal fecurity of the fubjed afcertained, 
on the one hand ; the energy of the Empire in its external opera- 
tions is, on the other, very frequently and fatally palfied by it. 
Declarations of war have been procraflinated, till an injurious and 
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irrecoverable aid of hofflity has been fuftalned ; and peace often 
protraiflcd, when peace would have been advantageous. The Ulama 
being a numerous body, it has been found always difficult, often 
impoffible, to unite fo many different opinions; and nothing being to 
be done without their concurrence, the executive power finds it 
often impoffible to take a decifive ficp in a crifis of advantageous 
opportunity. But as this code of laws and government is received 
as a divine revelation, binding both Prince and People, and fuppofed 
to be fealed in Heaven, the breach of it would be lufficient to con- 
fign even the Monarch to depofition and death. 

As to the military force, which in the hands of all Defpots 
has been made the inftrument of the People’s flavery, that of the 
Turk could avail him nothing ; and, whenever it does interfere, 
ads only to his overthrow. The very reverence they have for his 
perfon arifing from obedience to their religion, they are, a fortiori , 
governed by it, not him. He holds no communication with them ; 
and the (landing force of the Janiffaries is, compared with the mats 
of the People, only a handful. Some wild accounts, indeed, have 
dated it at 300,000 ; but the bed informed fix it below 60,000, of 
which a great part confills of falfc mu Hers and abufes - great multi- 
tudes being enrolled to obtain certain privileges annexed to the office 
of Janiffary. The fa£t is, that the chief force of the Empire is a 
militia compofcd of the People ; who, with refpedt to obedience 
and fubordination, are fo loofe that they leave their duty whenever 

they 
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they pleafe, without receiving any punifhment. How far the People 
of Turkey are protedted from the encroachments of power, will 
appear fjrom the recital of a fact related by one of the belt and moft 
liberal of our Hiftorians on that fuhject, and which is of too great 
notoriety to be doubted. 

In the year 1755, the Porte, as it is called, or Palace of the 
Grand Vizir at Conftantinople, was burnt down : in laying the 
plan for rebuilding it on the former fite, the leading conlideration 
was, how to contrive matters fo as to render it fecure from accidents 
of a like nature in future ; and it was determined that the only cer- 
tain means to do fo was, to leave a fpace of clear ground all round 
it, for which purpofe the contiguous houfes ihould be purchafed 
from the proprietors, and demolifhed. All the owners of the houfes 
agreed to the fale, except one old woman, who pertinacioufly refufed : 
jhe faid flie was born, and had lived all her life, in that fpot, and 
would not quit it for any one. Now, in England, for the conve- 
nience of a private canal, the Parliament would force her to fell. 
But what did they fay in Turkey ? When all the people cried out, 
“ Why does not the Sultan ufe his authority, and take the houl'e, 
« and pay her the value ?” No ! anlwered the Magiftratcs and the 
UJama, it is impoflible ! it cannot be done ! it is her property. 
While the power of the Monarch is thus limited, and the rights of 
the People thus afeertained by the Koran, and in things manifeft 
and open to view rigidly adhered to, juftice between man and man 
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is rarely adminidered ; for, though the laws themfelves are good, the 
corrupt adminiftration of them difarms their effeft, and didorts them 
from their purpofe. The venality of the Judges is beyond con«- 
ception flagitious and barefaced ; and their connivances at falfe wit- 
nefles fo fcandaloufly habitual, that teftimony is become an article 
of commerce, and can be procured with a facility and at a price 
that at once (lamps an opprobrium on the country, and furniihes 
matter of wonder to the confiderate mind, how, if Judges are flagi- 
tious and (hamelefs enough to be guilty of it, the People can bear 
fuch a pernicious fydem fo long. Hence flow all the cenlures on 
the laws and government of that country— hence mod of the 
impediments under which its commerce and agriculture languilh ; 
while the attual written laws of the realm are, if duly admini- 
llered, fufficiently adequate to the fecurity of property, the regula- 
tion of commerce, the repreffion of vice, and the punifhment and 
prevention of crimes. 

In endeavouring to guard your mind againft an illiberal, vulgar 
prejudice, I have dated to you what the Turkilh Conflitution is, 
and what the Laws ; but you mud not carry what I have faid to an 
overdrained or forced interpretation. I would not have you infer 
that the People are well governed ; I only fay, that their Con dilu- 
tion contains within it the means of better government than is fup- 
pofed. I would not have you infer that property is always fecure ; 
I barely fay there are laws written to fecure it This too I wifli to 
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imprefe on you, that the common people are more free, and that 
property and life are better fecured, in Turkey, than in fome Eu- 
ropean countries. I will mention Spain for one. Like the country 
we are now contemplating, fear keeps them, as difunited individuals, 
under paflive obedience in ordinary cafes ; but, unlike the Spaniards, 
when notorioufly aggrieved— when their property or religious code 
is forcibly violated — when the Prince would riot in blood, and 
perfift in an unfuccefsful war — the Turks appeal to the Law ; they 
find a Chief ; the foldiery join their ftandard, and depofe or deftroy 
him, not on the furious pretext of popular hatred, but upon the le- 
gitimate ground of the Koran, as an infidel, and a violator of the 
* 

laws of God and Mahomet — They always, however, place his re- 
gular fucceffor on the Throne. Yet, notwithftanding the general 
venality which pollutes the fountains of Juftice, and notwithftand- 
ing the great abufe of power to which I have alluded, their in- 
ternal policy is, in many rcfpeds, excellent, and may be compared 
with advantage to that of any Nation in Europe. Highway-robbery, 
houfe-breaking, or pilfering, are little known an4 rarely pradifed 
among them ; and at all times the roads are as fecure as the houfes. 
Ample prov.ifions too are made againft thofe petty fccrct frauds, 
which many who carry a fair face in England, and would bring an 
action of damages againft one that fhould call them rogues, pradife 
every day. Bakers are the moft frequent victims of juftice, and 
are not infrequently I'ccn hanging at their own doors. They are 
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mul&cd and baftinadoed for the firft and fecond offence, and on 
the third, a ftaple is driven up in their door-cafe, and they arc hanged 
from it. Notwirhftanding which, men are conftanfly found hardy 
enough to purfue the fame courfe of practice ; and this is the more 
extraordinary, as the police is fo ftrhfdy attended to, that the Bafliaw 
or Vizir himfclf goes about in difguife, in o v der to difeover frauds 
and detedt the connivances of the inferior officers of juftice. But 
what will our great Ladies, who confume their nights, deftroy their 
conftitution, and fquander their hufbands’ property in gambling; 
who afterwards, to repair their fluttered finances, have recourfe to 
the infamous expedient of keeping gaming-houfes, and endeavour 
to recover by degrading means what they have loft by folly, to the 
dilgrace of themfclves and family, and the flume of their fex and 
rank -What will they fay when I tell them, that gaming is held 
among the Turks to be as infamous as theft, and a game ft cr looked 
upon with more deteftation than a highway robber ? The Turkifli 
Ambaflador and his train will, on their return to their country, 
have to tell a curious talc of this much-famed ifland, in that and 
other refpedts. 
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LETTER XXIX. 


Prejudice, that canker of the human heart, has in- 
jured mankind by impeding perfonal intercourfe, and thereby clog- 
ging the channel of intelle&ual improvement : it forbids that inter- 
change of fentiment — that reciprocal communication of opinion — 
that generous circulation of intellectual wealth, which, while it en- 
riches another, advances itfelf — it diffevers the bond of focial union, 
and makes Man fit down the gloomy, lelfifh poffeffor of his own 
miferable mite, with too much hatred to give, and too much pride 
to receive, thofc benefits, which Providence, by leaving our nature 
fo unaccommodated, has pointed out as neceflary to pals between 
man and man : under its influence we fpurn from us the good, if 
we diflike the hand that offers it, and will rather plunge into the 
mire than be guided by the light of any one whole opinion is at 
variance with our own. 

Thus it is between the Turks and us — the little of their affairs 
which the prejudices of the Mahometans have allowed thcmfelves to 
communicate* or fullered others to glean among them, has been iu 
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geneeral fo mifufed, diftorted, and mifreprefented by the prejudices of 
the Ph riffians, that it is not going beyond the truth to fay, there exift 
not a people in the civilized world whofe real hiftory and genuine 
ftate are fo little known as thofe of the Turks : and the worft of it is, 
that not one mifreprefentation, not one fingle miftake has fallen on the 
generous, charitable fide ; but all, all without exception tend to re- 
prefent the Turk in the moft degraded and deteftable point of view. 
As the purity of the Chriftian does not allow him to be guilty of a 
wilful, uncharitable mifreprefentation, we Ihould attribute it to un- 
avoidable error, were it not that, till fome late authors whofe libe- 
rality does them honour, they all walked in the very fame track, 
and could hardly have been fo uniformly erroneous from defign. 
We mull therefore attribute it to religious zeal and miftaken piety ; 
in which, in this inftance alone, they feem to be reputable competi- 
tors with the Turks. The morofenefs, the animofity, and the fu- 
percilious felf-pofleffion of the bigot, each holds in common with 
the other. 

One ftriking feature in the Conllitution of Turkey is, that 
neither blood nor fplendid birth are of themfelves fufficient to re- 
commend a man to great offices. Merit and abilities alone are the 
pinions which can lift ambition to its height. The cottager may *be 
exalted to the higheft office in the Empire j. at leaft there is no abfo- 
lute impediment in his way ; and I believe it has often happened. 
Compare this with France under its late Monarchy, where no merit 
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eould raife a man from the Canaille : this, I fay, is one of the crit(S 
rions of a free ConftitQtlon, and Turkey is fo far democratic. 

The very firft principle ingrafted in the minds of the Mahomedan' 
children, is a high contempt of all religions but their own ; and from, 
the minute babes are capable of diftinguifhing, they are taught to 
call Chriftians by the name of Ghiaour, or Infidel: this grows up 
in their* manhood fo ftrong in them, that they will follow a Chrif- 
tian through the ftreets, and even juftle againft him with contempt, 
crying, Ghiaour! Ghiaour! or Infidel ! Infidel I — IVIen of dignity 
and rank, indeed, will treat. Chriftians with courtefy ; but as foon as 
they are gone out of hearing, will call them Dog ! This is mon- 
ftrous ! But let us recoiled how a Turk would be treated in Spain 
or Portugal, and we (hall fee that inhuman bigotry may be found in 
a greater degree among Chriftians than even Mahomedans. In Spain 
or Portugal they would treat them thus the common people would 
call them Hogs ; they would juftle them alfo in contempt ; and what 
is more, they would ftab them (it has often happened) por amor dc 
Dios ; and as to the people of rank, they would very conlcientioufly 
confign them to the Inquifition, where the pious Fathers of the 
Church would very pioufly confign them to the flames, and coolly 
goto the Altar, and pray to God to damn them hereafter to all 
eternity. So far the balance, I think, is in favour of the Turks. 
Need I go farther ? — I will.— 

The. Mahomedans are divided into two Seds, as the Chriftians • 
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are into many. Thofe are the Sedt of Ali, and the Sedt of Omar. 
Now, I have never heard among them of one Sedt burning the 
other deliberately: but the Roman Catholics, even now, burn Pro- 
te ft ants by juridical fentence— burn their fellow Chriftians to death 
for differing from them in a mere fpeculative point of dodtrine. 
Which then are the better men ? I am fure it is unneceffary to fay : 
though bad are the beft. 

The Turks are allowed, by thofe who know them beft, to have 
fome excellent qualities ; and I think, that in the prodigality of our 
cenfurej which, though little acquainted with them, we are forward 
to bellow, it would be but fair to give them credit for many of 
thofe good qualities, which even among ourfelves it requires the 
grcatefl intimacy and the warmed mutual confidence and efteem to 
difclofe or dilcover in each other. That they have many vices is 
certain. What people are they that have not ? Gaming they deteft ; 
wine they ule not, or at leaft ufe only a little, and that by Health ; 
and as to the plurality of women, it can in them be fcarcely deemed 
a vice, fince their religion allows it. One vice, and one only, of a 
dark dye is laid to their charge ; and that has been trumpeted forth 
with the grievous and horrid addition, that though contradi&oty to 
nature, it was allowed by their religion. This I have reafon «fo 
believe is one of the many fabrications and artifices of Chriftian 
zealots, to render Mahomedanifm more odious : for I have been in- 
formed from the moll competent and refpe&able authority, and am 
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therefore perfuaded, that the detefluble criine to which I allude, is 
forbidden both by the Koran and their Municipal Laws; that it is 
openly condemned by all, as with us ; and that, though candour 
muft allow there are many who pradife it (by the bye there are 
too many in England 4 who are fuppofcd to do the fame), there are 
none hardy or lhamelefs . enough not to endeavour to conceal it; 
and, in fhort, that it is apparently as much reprobated there as any 
where ; which, at all events, refeues the Laws and Religion of the 
Country from that ftigma. 

Perhaps there is no part of the world where the flame of pa* 
rental affedion burns with more ardent and unextinguifliable 
ftrength, or is more faithfully returned by reciprocal tendernefs and 
filial obedience, than Turkey. Educated in the mod unaffeded 
deference and pious fubmiffion to their parents’ will ; trained both 
by precept and example to the greateft veneration for the aged, 
and lcparated almoft from their infancy from the women, they ac- 
quire a modefty to their fuperiors, and a bafhfulncfs and refpedful 
deportment to the weaker fex, which never ccafe to influence them 
through life. A Turk meeting a woman in the ftreet, turns his- 
head from her, as if looking at her were criminal ; and' there is no- 
thing they deteft fo much, or will more feduloufly Hum, than an . 
impudent, audacious woman. To get the better of a Turk there- 
fore, there is nothing further neceflary, than to let flip a Virago at 
him, and he inftantly retreats. 
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Since the arrival of the Turkilh Ambaflador in London, I have 
had frequent occalion to obferve, that the people of his train have 
been already, by the good example of our Britifh Belles and Beaux, 
pretty much eafed of their national modefty, and can look at the 
women with as broad and intrepid a ftare, as the greateft puppy in 
the Metropolis. 

Their habitual tendernefs and deference for the fair fex, while 
it fpeaks much for their manly gallantry, muft be allowed by can- 
dour to be carried to an excefs extravagant and irrational. It is the 
greateft difgrace to the character of a Turk to lift his hand to a wo- 
man : this is, doubtlefs, right, with fome limitations ; but they 
carry it fo far as to allow no provocation, be it what it may, fuf- 
ficient to juftify ufing force or ftrokes to a woman ; the utmoft 
they can do is, to fcold and walk off. The confeqilencc of this is, 
that the women often run into the moil violent cxcefles. There 
have been inftances where they have been guilty of the moft furious 
outrages ; where they have violated the laws in a colle&ed body, 
and broke open public ftores of corn laid up by the Government : 
the Magiftrates attended, the JanifTaries were called, and came run- 
ning to quell the riot — but, behold they were women who committed 
it : they knew no way of refifting them, unlefs by force ; and force 
they could not ufe : fo the ladies were permitted quietly to do their 
work in defiance of Magiftrates, Law, Right, and Reafon. 

Among the variety of errors and moral abfurdities falfely 
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afcribed to the Mahomedan Religion, the cxclufion of Women from 
Paradife holds a very confpicuous place, as a charge equally fall'e 
and abfurd ; on the contrary, the Women have their falls, their ablu- 
tions, and the other religious rites deemed by Mahomedans neccf- 
fary to falvation. Notwithftanding, it has been the practice of tra- 
vellers to have recourfe to invention, where the cuitoms of the 
country precluded pofitive information ; and to give their accounts 
rather from the fuggeftions of their own prejudiced imaginations, 
than from any fair inferences or conciufions drawn from the fadts 
that came under their obfervation. 


LETTER XXX. 


The fubjedt I touched upon in my laft three letters, and 
on which this, and probably fome fucceeding ones, will turn, is at- 
tended with circumftances of great delicacy, and may poffibly bear 
theafpcdl of at leaft a dubious import, as touching the great point 
of Religion. I will therefore, before I proceed further, explain 
to you (left it Ihould require explanation) the whole fcope of my 
meaning. , 
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My objedt throughout the whole of what I have faid relpe£Hng 
the Turk*, is to war with prejudice, not to draw companions to 
ihew that where the Mahomedans are vicious or enflaved, it is not 
the fault of their Religion or their Laws : — to convince you, the 
Turks are not the only people in the worlcf, who, under all the ex- 
ternal forms of fandlity and religion, are capable of the mod dc- 
teftable crimes, and foinetimes utterly bereft of all prctenfions to 
charity — and that, while they have been held up as a perpetual 
fubjedt of reproach and acctifation, they were committing only juft 
the fame crimes that confcience might have retorted on their ac- 
cufers. If allowance can be at all made for hiftorical mifreprefenta- 
tion, we may perhaps be difpofed to confider that of the ignorant 
Catholic Miflionaries of the early ages, as entitled to fome excufe, 
or at lealt mitigation. The intemperate zeal of thofe times forbade 
the full exercife of the rational faculties ; but in this age of illumi- 
nation and liberality, he that falfifies from polemical malice fhould 
meet little quarter and lefs belief. And it muft be grievous to all 
men of virtue and religion to refledt, that churchmen, difciples of 
the Chriftian Church, which fhould be the fountain of purity and 
truth, have been foremoft in the lift of falfifiers. 

The difficulty of obtaining information of any kind in Turkey, 
is very great ; of their Religion chiefly they are extremely tena- 
cious ; and as to their Women, it is allowed by the beft-informed 
men, who have lived there for many years, in departments of life 
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that gave them the heft means of obtaining information Europeans 
can have, that, at beft, but a very imperfed knowledge can be had 
of them. Yet travellers who probably never migrated farther than 
<c from the green bed to the brown,” have given us diftufe accounts 
of their religion ; and adventurers who never were beyond the purlieus 
of Drury, have fcaled Seraglio walls, and carried off the favourites 
of Sultans. 

The truth is, my dear Frederick, the Turks, like all other 
people, have their (hare of vices, but are by no means countenanced 
in them by their Religion ; and from what I have been able to coi- 
led, as well from my own inquiries and obfervations, as from read- 
ing the beft Historians, I am perfuaded that they have not, in the 
whole fcQpe of Mahomedanifm, one dodrine fo fubverfive of vir- 
tue, or fo encouraging to the indulgence of vice, as many that are 
to be found in that curious code, Popery. 

The malice of our intemperate zealots againft Mahomedanifm 
has been of courfe extended to its founder with more than common 
exaggeration and additions. They have reprefented Mahomet to be 
a man of mean origin, polTeffing a mind unenlightened by Science 
or Literature, and an underftanding and faculties naturally grofs. 
All thofe fuggeftions are undoubtedly falfe ; — he fprung from the 
•moft noble of all the Arabian Tribes — the Coraifhites: at his time, 
poverty, fo far from being a reproach among them, was a mark of 
eveiy thing that was great and dignified, if fupported with magna- 
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nimity and fortitude ; and the two fir ft Caliphs lived as poor as 
Mahomet himfelf, although they had immenfe revenues, command- 
ed vaft armies, and were lords of great provinces. As to his un- 
derftanding I can only fay, that perhaps he was the very laft man 
in the world whofe intelledual powers Ihould be called in queftion. 
His genius was unbounded, his fpirit enterprifing, his powers of 
addrefs were unequalled, he was allowed to be the greateft orator of 
his time ; and yet, with all thefe qualifications, his underftanding 
was flighted. It is a logical truth, that when people prove too 
much, they prove nothing at all : our Chriftian zealots, in this in- 
llancc, have overlliot the mark, and thereby rendered all their other 
information at leaft doubtful. Perhaps the confummation of all 
policy was Mahomet’s pretending to be an idiot, in order to make 
his great and wondciful effufions appear to be the immediate infpi- 
ration of Heaven — He called himfelf the Idiot Prophet *. 

The whole of Mahomcdanifm may be reduced limply to this 
one article of Faith — “ There is but one God, and Mahomet is his 
“ Prophet but upon this they have fuperinduced, from time to 
time, fuch a variety of abfurdities as would require volumes to de- 
feribe : however, in ft riel candour let us refled, and afk our own 
hearts the queftion, whether fprinkling with holy water, or worlhip- 
ing a bit of white wafer as God, can be exceeded, or are lefs ablurd' 
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than the periodical ablutions of the Turks, or their going on a pil- 
grimage to Mecca? 

With regard to the Women, I have faid before that the belt in- 
formation we can obtain is very imperfect ; all I have been able to 
colled, you fiiall have. They are formed in a ftyle of the moll ex- 
quifite fymmetry, particularly about the chert and bofom ; they have 
delicate Ikins, regular features, black hair and eyes, and are, above 
all other beings, cleanly and neat in their perfons, bathing twice a 
day regularly, befides on other occafions, and not fuffering even the 
fmalleft hair to remain upon their bodies. They are kept in the 
moft rigorous confinement, and only perfons of ill fame paint. Wo- 
men of charader are there chaftc— nor is their chaftity to be at- 
tributed to reftraint merely, for, from their infancy they are trained 
to diferetion and felf-lubjedion, and the modefty natural to the fex 
is cherilhed from its firft dawnings. When they grow up, they 
arc not, like our women here, fubjeded to the contagion of infamous 
gallantry ; neither are the men trained to, nor do they pride them- 
felves, like fome among us, on the arts of fedudion. In fad, that 
pradice makes no part of the accomplilhinents of their fine gentle- 
men ; nay, it is held by them to be infamous. There are no Inch 
charaders to be found in Turkey as your box-lobby loungers— none 
of your upftart cubs like thofe who daudle the beft part of the day 
through Pall-Mall, St. James’s-ftreet, and Bond-ftreet ; who, with- 
out birth, wealth, education, or parts, fancy themfclvcs fine fellows, 
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and powder their nofes in Ladies’ head-dreflea, whilpering them in 
order to get the reputation of gallantry ; who ftrut like Bantam 
cocks, and aflurne a fierce air to conceal their confcious want of (pi. 
rit ; and drefled in a fuit of regimentals, bought by Papa, at Mama’s 
requeft, to exhibit fweet Mailer Jacky to advantage in the Park — 
though never to be foiled with gunpowder, or perforated with a ball 
in the nafty field of battle ! ! ! — My dear Frederick, I have often 
told you that you (hall make choice of your own profeffion. If you 
(hould choofe any of the learned profeflions, you may fail in it 
without dilhonour ; for many of the ablelt men have failed before : 
but, mark me ! avoid the military as you would ruin, unlefs you 
have the requifites ; let not the glitter of a fcarlet coat, or the empty 
name of a foldier, tempt you to be like one of thole miferable ani- 
mals I have deferibed. There may be characters more wicked — I 
know none fo utterly contemptible. 

All extremes are bad ; but the exceedings of virtue, even where 
they run into error, are (till preferable to vice. However ludicrous 
it may appear, we cannot abfolutely defpife or condemn the prudery 
of the Turkilh women, though it runs into fuch extravagance, that, 
when feeding their poultry, they keep carefully veiled if there hap- 
pens to be a cock among them, fo faftidioufly averfe are they to the 
odious male creature feeing their pretty faces. 

When the circumftances under which the Turkilh women (land 
are confidered, it mull appear amazing, that chaftity, from prin- 
ciple, 
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clple, is univerfal among them, as it is confefled to be : the nature 
of man urges him to defire, with greateft ardour, that which is moft 
forbidden j and women who are much confined, may well be fup- 
pofed to have their paflions inflamed by the exaggerated workings 
of the imagination. Infidelity, however, to the marriage-bed, is 
much lefs frequent among the men there, than among the women 
here ; and the tide of falhion, which in this country gives fuch a 
rapid and irrefiftible circulation to vice and adultery, runs there in 
an oppofite dire&ion ; and contrary to our cuftoms, no man is fo' 
unfalhionable in Turkey as he that has interrupted the domeftie 
peace of a family by fedu&ion. 

Among the many virtues which may with ftridt juftice be 
afcribed- to the Turks, hofpitality holds a confpicuous place. It is 
not confined to common civility, it extends to perfonal prote&ion. 
Many deem it abfolutely their duty to rifk their lives in defence of 
their guefts ; nor will any motive, however cogent, be allowed to 
juftify the violation of it. Nay, to fuch a fyftem is it carried up, 
that an engagement with a ftranger is accepted as an cxcufe for not 
obeying the fummons of a great man, when no other apology, not 
even that of indifpoiition, would be admitted. 

' While the Turks abhor and defpife all other religions but their 
own, their Government is by no means intolerant in fpiritual con- 
cerns. The cxercife of all religions is free, and at Conftantinoplc 
(we are told) Monks drefs in their habits, and are allowed at funeral 
8 proceflions 
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proccffions to elevate the Crofs, which is more than the Engfifh 
tyranny allowed the Roman Catholics of Ireland to do, till very 
lately : a Turk, however, convided of apoftacy, could not by any 
means efcapc death. Meantime it muft be obferved, that if they 
keep up a decent femblance of the forms of their religion, no in- 
trufive inquiry is made into their real faith : and though it is one 
of the injundions of Mahomet to endeavour to convert Unbelievers, 
and they fometimes in obedience to that command folicit the con- 
verfion of Chriftians and others ; they never fail to conlider any 
renegado, or perfon who becomes a convert, with contempt, if not 
diilike. 

I will conclude this letter with an extrad from that moft valu- 
able and accurate work, RuffeEs Hiftory of Aleppo, which will 
give you a better, becaufe a true, notion of Turkiflh morals, than 
you are likely to receive from general opinion. “ Upon the whole,” 
lays he, “ whether it be aferibed to the influence of their political 
“ Conftitution, or to the abfencc of various temptations, which in 
“ Europe often lead to the violation of better laws ; there arc per- 
if haps few great cities where many of the private and domeftic vir- 
“ tues are in general more prevalent than at Aleppo.” 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXI. 


The ufc of periodical ftated times of devotion is uni- 
verfally admitted, and the neccffity of adopting them makes a part 
of the Chriftian Code. The Mahoinedan Religion, however, ex- 
ceeds it far in the rigid attention to, and frequency of, devotion. 
There are no lefs than five ftated times of prayer in every twenty- 
four hours, fixed as indilpenfable, at none of which a true Believer 
fails ; and the fervency of their praying exceeds even the frequency. 
I have heard it aflerted, that if the houfc was to take fire while 
they arc at their devotion, they would not break off; and fo 
rigidly intent do they conceive it their duty to be during the time 
of prayer, that if in the midft of it they were interrupted by a fit 
of fneezing or coughing, they confider all already done as gone for 
nothing, and always begin them again.— And to tell a truth of them, 
if the Chriftians curie them, they arc pretty even with them in 
return, never failing to pray for dileord, enmity, and diflenfion 
among their enemies, as well as health and profperity to them- 
felvcs ; and to the efficacy of thofe prayers they fondly attribute all 
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the wars and diffenfions which inceffantly harafs Chriftcndom. A 
bell tolls as a public notice of prayer ; and when a true Mahomedan 
hears it, let him be where he will, whether at home or abrpad, in the 
highway or in the market, be the place dirty or clean, wet or dry, he 
immediately falls down and worlhips. 

As lubfidiary to prayer they have their ablutions, in which they 
are full as fcrupuloufly punftual as in their prayers. One is prepara- 
tory to prayer, another after cohabitation with women, a third before 
eating, and another again incidental. Thofe they never ncgleft to 
perform, unlefs fome infupcrablc obftacle lies in the way. Charity, 
that mod glorious doftrine of any Religion, is enjoined by the Koran 
under the moll heavy denunciation of heavenly vengeance, in cafe of 
neglcft ; and by it they are charged to regard no bounds in liberality 
to the poor. Many Mulfulmen in their zeal to difeharge this duty 
have given a fourth, many a third, and fome one half of their property. 
Nay, the inflances arc ‘not infrequent of men giving away their all, 
and living afterwards themfelves upon alms. To do drift judice it 
mud be laid, that poverty is no where fo rcfpeftfully attended to, ho- 
noured, or reverenced, as among the Mahomcdans; who have a faying 
among them, “ that the fear of want is a mark of the judgment of 
“ God.” 

Abdinence is confidercd as a virtue among them, and very driftly 
enjoined as a religious duty. The great Fad appointed by the Koran 
continues for the month of Ramedan, during which time they neither 
7 eat, 
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cat, drink, nor converfe with their wives, from fun-rife till the liars 
appear, or the lamps are hung out at the Mofques. Any man who 
breaks it is punifhed with death ; but the worft of it is, that they will 
not allow even travellers, the fick or the wounded, to plead a right to 
exemption : fome of the Turks, however, and all the Chriftians, have 
hit upon expedients to pafs the month without much mortification ; 
that is, fleeping in bed all day, and fitting up and caroufing all night, 
to evade the rellraint. 

The laft and greateft ordinance of their religion is the pilgrimage 
to Mecca, which when once accomplifhed is fuppofed to be a dired 
paflport to Heaven ; and there are few of them who do not at one 
time or other of their lives take that painful and hazardous journey. 
As this is a very interefting journey, however, to travel in the clofet, 
as it includes the defeription of a. caravan, and ferves to fhewto what 
extremities enthufiafm can influence men, I will give you a defeription 
of it as handed to me by a very accurate and ingenious perfon, on 
whofe prccife veracity I can rely ; lirft making fome remarks upon 
the preceding part of this letter. 

You will obferve from what. I have already faid, that, excepting 
the mere points of religious faith, the moral ordinances of Malio- 
medanifm comprehend moll of thofc parts of the Chriflian religion, 
on the practice of which the reputation of piety is founded ; and that 
for ilrid obedience to thofe ordinances the Mahomcdans are more re- 
markable than we are. Adultery is not frequent among them ; wine 
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is feldom or never ufed ; theft is little known ; fo is murder. Then 
in the practical parts of devotion, there are in the firft place prayers ; 
fecondly, abftinence or falling; thirdly, charity. Thofe are all Chriftian 
dodrines, more zealoully obferved by them than by us. Their ab- 
lutions are at leaft no injury to the caufe of morality or piety ; but 
rather, being done as a religious exercife, ferve to keep up the ferics 
of intercourfe which Humid fubfift between the Creature and his Cre- 
ator : bcfidcs, I cannot help thinking with our inimitable poet Thorn- 
ton, that 


from the body’s purify, the miutl 

Receives a fecret fympatLctic aid. Seasons — Summer. 

And as to the pilgrimage to Mecca, however irrational it may appear 
to us, it is at leaft recommended by finccrity and zeal, and is doubtlefs 
in the eye of an all-feeing Providence meritorious. He, we are to 
fuppofc, will judge not by the value of the ad but the purity of the 
motive ; and will accept it as the offering of a frail, blind mortal, 
bending in obedience to that which he conceives to be the will of 
Heaven. Befidcs, for the life of me I cannot fee why a pilgrimage 
to Mecca is at all more culpable than a pilgrimage to Jerufalem ; not 
to mention the thoufand other holy places to which well-meaning 
Chriftians go, for their foul’s fake, at imminent hazard of their lives, 
and certain mortification and hardfhip to their bodies. 

Banifh then, my Frederick ! banilhfrom your heart all illiberal 

and 
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and uncharitable prejudices, if any have yet found their way to it. 
Kevcre and elmg to your Religion as the heft and in oft conducive to 
eternal and temporal happinefs ; and the more good becaui'e it enjoins 
us to be charitable even to the Jews as well as to the Gentiles : but 
never think that you advance the caufe of that Religion, or do fervicc 
to your Gou, by waging war againft your fellow-creatures for opi- 
nions they can no more help entertaining than you can help having 
yours,. or by denouncing againft them that eternal fentence which 
veils with the Almighty alone to judge of or to pronounce. 

To a benevolent mind the animofities of mankind prefent a moil 
afiiiifting picture ; and the frivolous pretexts upon which thole ani- 
mofitics arc grounded render it only the more horiihle. One would 
think that the fubftantial traffic of life, and the druggie of mankind 
for the fuperliuities of it, of themfelves afforded ample materials for 
feuftle, without reforting to the ftiadows of fpcculation for contention. 
Yet experience has fliewn us that opinion is a much more copious 
lource of animolity and warfare ; and that for one man who has been 
curled, murdered, or deftroyed by his fellow-creatures in a contcil 
for property, there are a thoufand who have fallen fucrifices to the 
vengeance of hoftile opinion : * 

'lV.pacriG ocvQoc-yjnis ou ret iri-tywaTa, x rx tw zjpxyy.xrxv Joyy,&TX. 

Were it poffible that I could obtain from the bounty of Heaven a 
grant of the lirft with of niv heart, that with lliould be to fee all 

mankind 
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mankind in harmony and mutual good will, ranging without dif- 
timStion under the one great name of Man and Brother. As thofe 
who foment the difunion between them are the moPt pernicious 
monitors of fociety, fo he who endeavours to bring them one ftep 
nearer to a general accommodation of fentiinent, who drives to incul- 
cate the principles of mutual toleration, and encourage the growth of 
reciprocal affedion between men as fellow beings, may be juftly ranked 
among the belt friends of mankind, and the moft faithful fervants of 
Him who gave being to all. 

Among the grofs mifreprefentations of which I complain, and 
which for the fake of mankind I lament, is that general falfehood, the 
infidelity of the Turkifh women. The refpe&able author whom I 
have before taken the freedom of quoting, 1 mean Dr. Ruffe!, de- 
clares that in twenty years rcfidencc at Aleppo, he did not remember 
a public inftancc of adultery ; and that in the private walks of fcandal 
thofe he heard of were among the lowed clafs, and did not in number 
exceed a dozen. “ Inrefpcd to the Franks (continues lie) the under- 
“ taking is attended not only with fucli rifk to tlic individual, but 
u may in its coidequcnecs fo Jcrioufly involve the whole hath meat, 
“ that it is cither never attempted, or is concealed with a fecrecy un- 
“ cxampled in other matters. I have rcafon to believe tha; !'. t ‘ropewm 
u travellers have fometimes had a Greek courtcfui impoiul on them 
“ for a Sultana ; and after liaving been heartily frightened, liave been 
“ induced to pay fmartly, in order to preferve a feerct which tlic day 
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iC after was known to half the liflerhood in town.” He remarks, 
however, that at Conftantinople the flare of gallantry is different. 

On the fubjedof theTurkilh inoral charader,! have endeavoured 
to be as concife as juftice would allow me to be ; and yet I find that I 
have gone to lome length. I cannot however difmifs it without giv- 
ing you a trait to which the mod obllinate polemical prejudice, and 
the moll inveterate hatred, muff in fpitc of them pay the tribute of 
applaufe. Their t« catment to their Haves is beyond $11 example among 
u;s humane, tender, and generous, and fuch as may well bring a bluili 
in the faces of Chriilian dealers in human fleih. When young Haves, 
male nr female, are bought by a Turk, they feem to be introduced into 
the family rather in the condition of an adopted child ; they receive 
the fame education, perform nearly the fame offices, and are bound 
to no greater marks of refped than their mailer’s own children— and 
in fad feel none of the galling circumflances of a Hate of fervility ; 
the very worft treatment they ever receive is to be put on a footing 
with the menial domellics, or ordered to the lame duty as a valet or 
a page. It often happens, on the other hand, that they arc married 
into the family, and very frequently are promoted to high offices in 
the State. If they adopt the Religion of their mailers, it is always 
fpontancoufly ; and even to flavcs taken in war, no compullion is 
ufed to make them change their l'aith. 

The following is the belt defeription I am able to give you of an 
Eaftcrn Caravan, It exactly coincides with my own obfervations, and 

with 
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with the various accounts I have had from others. I owe it, as weU 
as the account of the proceedings of the pilgrims at Mecca, to the kind 
offices of a friend, who took the pains to procure them for me. 


DESCRIPTION or a CARAVAN. 


Inclofcd in the preceding Letter . 


A CARAVAN, which is fo often mentioned in the hiftory and 
defeription of the Halt, and in all the tales and ftories of thole coun- 
tries, is an aflemblagc of travellers, partly pilgrims, partly merchants, 
who colled together in order to confolidate a fufficicnt force to pra- 
ted them, in travelling through the hideous wilds and burning deferts 
over which they are conftrained to pafs for commercial and clher pur- 
pofes; thofe wilds being infefted with Arabs, who make a profdlion 
of pillage, and rob in moil formidable bodies, fome ahr.o'il as large as 

finall armies. As the colledion of fuch a number requires time, and 

<* 

the embodying of them is a ferious concern, it is concerted with great 
t are and preparation, and is never attempted without the penniffion of 
iJie Prince in whofe dominions it is to be formed, and cf tiic'fc alio 

through. 
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through whole dominions it is to pafs, exprefted in writing. The 
exaft number of men and carriages, mules, horfes, and other hearts of 
burthen, are fpecified in thelicenfe ; and the merchants to whom the 
caravan belongs, regulate and direct every thing appertaining to its 
government and police during the journey, and appoint the various 
officers ncceflary for conducing it. 

Each caravan has four principal officers : the firft, the Caravanba- 
chi,orhead of the caravan; the fccond, the Captain of the march; the 
third, the Captain of the flop or reft ; and the fourth, the Captain of 
the diftribution. The firft has the uncontroulablc authority and com- 
mand over all the others, and gives them his orders: the fccond is ab- 
folute during the march ; but his authority immediately ceales on the 
flopping or encamping of the caravan, when the third airtimes his ft*, arc 
of the authority, and exerts it during the time of its remaining at reft : 
and the fourth orders the difpofition of every part of the caravan, in 
cafe of an attack or battle. This laft officer has alfo during the march 
the infpedion and diredionof the diftribution of provilions, which is 
conduded under his management by feveral inferior officers, who are 
obliged to give fecurity to the maftcr of the caravan ; each of them 
having the care of a certain number of men, elephants, dromedaries, 
camels, &c. &c. which they undertake to condud and furnilh with 
provifions at their own rifquc, according to an agreement ftipulatcd 
between them. 

A fifth officer of the caravan is the pay-m after or treafurer, who 

F has 



( M ) 


has under him a great many clerks and interpreters, appointed to keep 
accurate journals of all the material incidents that occur upon the 
journey. And it is by thefe journals, figned by the fuperior officers, 
that the owners of the caravan judge whether they have been well or 
ill ferved or conducted. 

Another kind of officers are the Mathematicians, without whom 
no caravan will prefume to fet out. There arc commonly three of 
them attached to a caravan of large fize ; and they perform the offices 
both of quarter-mafters and aides-de-camp Reading the troops when the 
caravan is attacked, and affigning the quarters where the caravan is 
appointed to encamp. 

There are no lei's than five diftinft forts of caravans : firft, the 
heavy caravans, which are compofed of elephants, dromedaries, ca- 
mels, and horfes ; fecondly, the light caravans, which have but few 
elephants ; thirdly, the common caravans, where there are none of 
thofe animals ; fourthly, the horfe caravans, where there are neither 
dromedaries nor camels; and laftly, fea caravans, confifting of vcflels; 
from whence you will obferve that the word caravan is not confined 
to the land, hut extends to the water alfo. 

The proportion obferved in the heavy caravan is as follows : 
When there are five hundred elephants, they add a thoufand drome- 
daries and two thoufand horfes at the leaft and then the efcort is 
compofed of four thoufand men on horfeback. Two men are required 
for leading one elephant, five for three dromedaries, and feven for 
S eleven. 
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eleven camels. This multitude of fervants, together with the officers 
and paffengers, whofe number is uncertain, ferve to fupport the efcort 
in cafe of a fight, and render the caravan more formidable and fecure. 
The paffengers are not abfolutely obliged to fight; but according to the 
laws and ufages of the caravans, if they refufe to do fo, they are not 
entitled to any provifions whatever from the caravan, even though 
they ffiould agree to pay an extravagant price for them. 

Every elephant is mounted by what they call a Nick ; that is to 
fay, a young lad of nine or ten years old, brought up to the bufinefs, 
who drives the elephant, and pricks it with a pointed iron to animate 
it in the fight : the fame lad alfo loads the fire-arms of the two foldiers 
who mount the elephant with him. 

The day of the caravan fetting out being once fixed, is never 
altered or poftponed ; fo that no difappointment can poffibly enfue to 
any one. 

One would fuppofc that fo enormous apd powerful a body, fo well 
armed, might be certain of moving forward without fear of being 
robbed ; but as molt of the Arabian Princes have no other means to 
fubliH but by their robberies, they keep fpies in all parts, who give 
them notice when the caravans fet out, which they way-lay ; and 
fometimes attack with fuperior force, overpower them, plunder them 
of all their treafure, and make flaves of the whole convoy — foreigners 
excepted, to whom they generally Ihew more mercy. If they are 
repulfcd, they generally come to foinc agreement ; the conditions of 

F l which 



( JJ ) 


which art pretty well ohierved, efpecially ii tne aftailants aie native 
Arabians. The carrying on of robberies with fuch armies may ap- 
pear aftonilhing ; but when the temptation is confidered, and when 
it is known that one caravan only is ibinctimcs enough to enrich 

thofe Princes, much of our furprile vanilhes. 

They are obliged to ufc great precautions to prevent the caravan 
from introducing that dreadful diftemper, the plague, into the places 
through which they pals, or from being thcmfelves infected with it. 
When therefore they arrive near a town, the inhabitants ol the town 
and the people of the caravan hold a folemn confluence concern- 
ing the ftate of their health, and very fmccrely communicate to each 
other ’the ftate of the cafe, candidly informing each other whether 
there be danger on cither fide.— When there is reafon to fufpccT: any 
contagious diftemper, they amicably agree that no communication 
whatever fliall take place between them 5 and if the cai avail Hands 
in need of provifions, they are conveyed to thcip. with the utmoft 
caution over the walls of the town. 

The fatigues, hard (hips, and hazards, attending thofe caravans, 
are fo great, that they certainly would never be undertaken, if the 
amazing profits did not in fome meafure counterbalance them. The 
merchant who travels in them muft be content with fuch provifions 
• as he can get, muft part with all his delicacies, and give up all hope 
of eafe ; he muft fubmit to the frightful confufion of languages and 
nations j the fatigues of long marches over lands, and under a cli- 
mate 
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mate alinoft fufficiently hot to reduce him to a cinder : lie muft 
fubinit cheerfully to exorbitant duties fiaudulcntly levied, and auda- 
cious robberies and fubtlc tricks pradifed by the herd of vagabonds 
who follow the caravans — for preventing which, the merchants have 
a variety of well contrived locks, that can only be opened by thole 
who know the knack of them. 

But in fome tracks of caravans there are dangers, and horrible 
ones, again (l which no human forefight or power can provide, and 
beneath which whole caravans fink, and are never after heard of. 

The Egyptian caravans are particularly fubjed to hazards in the 
horrid tracks they arc ncceflarily obliged to take through fandy dc- 
lerts, where, for boundlefs extents, nature has denied one Angle 
circumftance of favour; where a blade of grafs never grew, nor a 
drop of water ever ran ; where the fcorching fire of the fun has 
banifiied the kindly influence of the other elements ; where, for 
icvcral days journey, no objed meets the eye to guide the parched 
traveller in his way ; and where the cafual track of 011c caravan is 
doled l^Phe moving lands, before another can come to take ad- 
vantage of it In thofe vaft plains of burning lands, if the guide 
fhould happen to lofe his way, the provifion of water, fo ncceffary 
to«carry them to the place where they are to find more, mull infal- 
libly fail them : in fucli a cafe the mules and horfes die with fatigue 
and thirll ; and even the camels, notwithftanding their extraordinary 
power to fubfift without water, foon perilh in the fame manner, to- 
gether 
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gcther with the people of the caravan, wandering in thofe frightful 
dei'erts. 

But more dreadful ftill, and Hill more inevitable, is the danger 
when a fouth wind happens to rife in thole fandy deferts. The 
leaft mifchief it occafions is, to dry up the leathern bags which con- 
tain the provifion of water for the journey. This wind, to which 
the Arabs give the epithet of poifoned, often ftifles in a moment 
thofe who have the misfortune to meet it ; to prevent which, they 
are obliged to throw themfelves immediately on the ground, putting 
their faces clofe to the burning fands which furround them on all 
fides, and covering their mouths with fome linen cloth, left by 
breathing they fliould fwallow inflantaneous death, which this wind 
carries with it wherever it extends. — Befides which, whole caravans 
are often buried under moving hills of burning fand, raifed by the 
agitation of the winds. 

All thofe horrors and dangers are fo exquifitely deferibed by our 
charming bard Thomson, that I cannot refrain from tranimbing the 
palfage, as bringing them more immediately home to the unq|rftanding 
and the heart, than volumes of common defeription could do. 

— - ■ - Breathed hot 
From all the boundlcfs furnace of the fky, 

And the wide glittering wafle of burning fand,, 

A fufFocating wind the pilgrim fmites 
With inftant death. Patient of third and toil, 

Son of the Defert ! even the camel feels, 
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Shot through his withered heart, the fiery blaft. 

Or from the black-red ether burfting broad 
Sallies the fudden whirlwind. Straight the fands, 

Commov’d around, in gathering eddies play ; 

Nearer and nearer Rill they darkening come j 
Till, with the general all-involving ftorm 
Swept up, the whole continuous wilds arife ; 

And by their noon-day fount deje&ed thrown. 

Or funk at night in fad difaftrous fleep 
Beneath defeending hills, the caravan 
Is buried deep. In Cairo’s crowded flreets 
Th’ impatient Merchant wondering waits in vain. 

And Mecca faddens at the long delay.— 

Yet, notwithftanding all thofe horrible circumftanccs of terror and 
danger — trade, and the defire of gain, on the one hand, induce mul- 
titudes of people to run the hazard : 

Impiger extremos currit Mercator ad Indos, 

Per mare pauperiem fugiens, per faxa, per ignes. 

Horace. 

And on the other hand, enthufiafrn and religious zeal fend thoufands 
to tempt their fate, and take a pnffage to Heaven through thofe 
horrid regions. Thus we fee in what various ways dclufion operates. 
— The Merchant might find a livelihood, and the Bigot his way to 
divine favour, juft as well by flaying within the confines of their 
own native home. 


ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT OF THE CEREMONIES OBSERVED BY PILGRIMS 
ON THEIR ARRIVAL AT MECCA. 

The caravans are generally fo ordered as to anive at Mecca 
about forty days after the Fall of Ramcdan, and immediately pre- 
vious to the Corban, or Great Sacrifice. Five or fix days before that 
Fcftival, the three great caravans, viz. that from Europe, that from 
Afia Minor, and that from Arabia, unite ; and all, confifting of 
about two hundred thoufand men, and three hundred thoufand 
beafts of burthen, encamp at fome miles from Mecca. The pil- 
grims form themfelves into fmall detachments, and enter the town 
to arrange the ceremonies preparatory to the Great Sacrifice. They 
are led through a ftrcct of continual afeent, till they arrive at a gate 
on an eminence, called the Gate of Health. From thence they fee 
the great Mofque which inclofes the Houfe of Abraham. They fa- 
lute it with the moft profound refpedl and devotion, repeating twice, 
“ Salam Alek Irufoul Allah !” that is to fay, “ Peace be with the 
“ Ambaflador of God !” Thence, at fome diftance, they mount 
five Heps to a large platform faced with ftone, where they offer up 
their prayers; they then defeend on the other fide of it, and advance 
towards two arches, of the fame kind of dimenfions, but at fome 
diftance from each other,, through which they pafs with great filcnce 
and devotion. This ceremony muft be performed feven times. 

From 
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From hence proceeding to the great Mofquc which inclofes the 
Houfe of Abraham, they enter the Mofque, and walk feven times 
round the little building contained within it, faying, “ This is the 
“ Houfe of God, and of his fervant Abraham.” Then killing 
with great veneration a black ftone, faid to have defeended white 
from Heaven, they go to the famous Well called Zun Zun, which 
the Angel (hewed to Hagar when (he was diftrefled in the defert, 
and could find no water for her fon llhmael, and which the Arabs call 
Zem Zem. Into this Well they plunge with all their clothes, re- 
peating “ Toba Alla, Toba Alla !” that is to fay, “ Forgivenefs, God ! 
Forgivenefs, God !” They then drink a draught of that foetid, turbid 
water, and depart. 

The' duty of bathing and drinking they are obliged to pafs 
through once ; but thofe who would gain Paradife before the others, 
mull repeat it once a day during the (lay of the Caravan at Mecca. 

At fifteen miles from the town of Mecca there is a hill called 
* Ghiabal Arafata,” or “ the Mount of Forgivenefs.” It is about 
two miles in circumference — a moft delicious fpot. On it Adam 
and Eve met, after the Lord had, for their tranfgreflions, feparated 
them forty years. Here they cohabited and lived in excefs ot hap- 
pinefs, having built a houfe on it, called “ Beith Adam, that is to 
fay, “ the Houfe of Adam.” On the eve of the day of Sacrifice, 
the three caravans, ranged in a triangular form, furround this 
mountain - during the whole night the people rejoice, clamour and 
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riot — firing off cannon, mufkets, piftols, and fire-works, with an 
inceffant found of drums and trumpets. As foon as day, breaks, a 
profound filence fucceeds' — tliey flay their fheep and offer up their 
facrilice on the mountain with every demon lira t ion of the moft pro- 
found devotion. 

On a fudden a Scheik (or Head of a Temple), a kind of Prelate, 
rallies from amidft them, mounted on a camel — he afeends live 
fieps, rendered practicable for the purpofe, and in a lludied fennon 
preaches thus to the people : 

“ Return praife and thanks for the infinite and immenfe benefits 
44 granted by God to Mahomedans, through the mediation of his 
44 moft beloved friend and prophet, Mahomet : for that he has dc- 
44 llvered them from the flavery and bondage of fin and idolatry, in 
44 which they were plunged ; has given them the Houfe of Abra- 
44 ham, from whence they can be heard, and their petitions granted ; 

“ alfo the Mountain of forgivenefs, by which they can implore Him, 

44 and obtain a pardon and remiffion cf all their fins. 

44 For that the blefled, pious, and merciful God, giver of all 
44 good gifts, commanded his fecretary, Abraham, to build himlelf 
44 a houfe at Mecca, whence his defeendants might pray to the AN 
44 mighty, and their delires be fulfilled. 

44 On this command all the mountains in the world ran, as it 
44 were, each ambitious to aflift the Secretary of the Lord, and to 
44 furnilh a ftone towards cre&ing the holy houfe ; all, except this 
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“ poor little Mountain, which, through mere indigence, couh. not 
contribute a ftonc. It continued therefore thirty years grievoufly 
“ afflided : at; length the Eternal God obferved its anguiih, and, 
“ moved with pity at its long l'uffering, broke forth, faying, I can 
“ forbear no longer, my child ! your bitter lamentations have reached 
“ my ears ; and I now declare, that all thofe who go to viiit the 
“ houfe of my friend Abraham fhall not be abfolvcd of their fins, 
“ if they do not firft reverence you, and celebrate on you the holy 
“ Sacrifice, which I have enjoined my people through the mouth 
“ of my prophet Mahomet ! Love God ! Pray ! Give Alms !” 

After this fermon the people falute the Mountain, and depart. 


LETTER XXXII. 


In my laft letters I endeavoured to give you an ac- 
count of the Turk i ih Government, Laws, and Conllitution in ge- 
neral, fo far as I was able to colled information on the fubjed. 1 
will now proceed to a defeription of thofe particular parts of that 
vaft Empire through which I had occafion to travel. 

During my (lay at Aleppo, I experienced much politcncls and 
G 2 hofpitality 
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hofpitality from the European gentry refident there, and particnlariy 

from Mr. — * , at whofe houfe I entirely refided ; and as the 

Franks live on a very good footing with each other, the time paffed 
fo agreeably, that were it not for M that within,” I fliould have been 
happy enough — Wc rode out occafionally, fometimes hunting, fome- 
limes merely for the ride fake. Sometimes with an intelligent na- 
tive whom I got to walk with me, or with fomc of the Franks, I 
walked about the town, in order to amufe away the time and fee 
what was going forward, notwithfianding the cry of “ Frangi Cucu !”' 
or “ Cuckold Frank !” which frequently followed us for the length of 
a ftreet. Sometimes we went of evenings to fomc of the outlets, where 
preparation was made for our reception by fervants, previoufly dif- 
patched for the purpofe, and there regaled with coffee, wine, fruits, &c. 

The firft day we went on a party of the laft mentioned kind, 
Mrs. did us the honour to accompany us : the place ap- 

pointed was in a range of beautiful rural gardens that lie along the 
fide of a river ; where the well cultivated earth teeming with a vaft 
abundance of the bed efculent plants, flowers, flowering flirubs and 
fruit-trees, afforded a mod delicious regale to the- fenfes ; and the 
plane, the willow, the afh, the pomegranate, and a variety of other, 
trees, cluttered together in almoft impervious thickets, yielded, a 
delightful fhady retreat from the piercing rays of the Sun. It was 
on this occafion that I got the firft fpecimen of Turkilh illiberality, 
which, as I was entirely unprepared for it, confounded me, and nearly 
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deprived me of temper and of prudence. As we walked along, I 

obferved feveral Turks addreffing themfelves to Mrs. — and 

me, who walked arm in, arm, and fpcaking with a loudnefs of voice, 
contortion of countenance, and violence of gefticulation, attended 
with a clapping of hands, which, though I did not underftand 
their language, I could plainly perceive carried the appearance of 

menace or infult. I was at a Iofs what to think of it : Mrs. 

blulhed, and feemed much hurt : Mr. ■ and the other gen- 

tlemen were filent,. and betrayed not the leaft mark of emotion or 
refentment. At length, when we got from them, I alkcd what it 

meant ? and was told, that it was all aimed at Mrs. , or at 

leaft occafioned by her : that, bigoted to the cuftoms of their own 
country,' and utterly ignorant of. thofe of any other, they were af- 
fected with great indignation at her drefs, occaiional derangement 
of her veil, and, above all, at the fhamelefs and unpardonably 
wicked circumftance of a woman walking fo openly and familiarly 
in the company of men. Talking of this affair, afterwards with Mr. 

— , the lady’s hulband, he allured me, that there was not an. 

opprobrious and infamous epithet which the vulgar ingenuity of the 
brighteft quean in Billingfgate could think of, that they had not 
huddled upon us. I was beyond meafure aftonilhed at the cool- 
nefs with which he bore it, and faid, that if I had underftood what 
they had faid, I Ihould moft certainly have been unable, to reftrain . 
myfclf, and would have kuocked one of them down as an example 
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to the reft. Had you done fo, returned he, you would certainly 
have repented it : for, if you eicaped being ftoned, or put to death 
upon the fpot, the legal punifhment for an infidel ftriking a true 
believer, you could not efcape ; and probably we, and all the Franks 
in the city, would fuffer for it : it would at all events caufe a dread- 
ful convulfion in the place, and you would yourfelf fall a facriliec 
to it. 

Not long fince I was converting on this fubjeft with a gentle- 
man of my acquaintance, and mentioned it with fome afperity, as 
arifing from a fpirit of bigotry peculiar to Mahomedans. — “ My 
a good Sir,” faid he, “ let me undeceive you ! the very fame would 
<( be done in moft parts of Spain. I was one day,” continued he, 
“ walking in a town in Spain, in company with the wife of a gen- 
“ tleman who refided there, who were both well known, and bore 
“ the moft unexceptionable character. Seeing me however walking 
“ with her, the populace, as we patted, held up two fingers figniii- 
“ cantly, and cried to her, What a cuckold is your hufband ! and 
“concluded with ‘ Todas las Inglcfas fon putas,’ or, ‘All Englifh 

“ women are s.* He added, “ that he was even in Cadiz, where 

“ commercial intercourfe renders them rather more liberal than in 
‘‘ other parts of that country, frequently accofted by little children 
“ themfelves, with 4 Crees in Dios Do you believe in God ? and 
“ fometimes forming a crofs with the thumb of the right hand and 
“ the forefinger, c Crees en efte? Crees en efte ? No ! No! Ah Ju- 

“ dio ! 
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“ dio I Moro ! Barbaro ! Bruto ! Proteftante ! Puerco ! Voia al los 
“ Infernos ! In Englifh — Do you believe in this? Do you be- 
“ lieve in this ? No ! No ! Ah Jew ! Moor ! Barbarian! Proteftant ! 

“ Hog ! Go to Hell ! !” 

So much for human beneficence and charity, under the foftering 
aufpices of religion ! 

The houfe of Mr. , where I was fo hofpitably lodged, 

was a magnificent edifice, built in all the fullnefs of Ealtcrn gran- 
deur and luxury, and furnifhed with all the fplendour and ftate of 
Turkey, united with the tafte and opulence of Great Britain. It was 
indeed a houfe in which voluptuoulnefs itlelt might fit down with 
fatisfadion— The moll unaffeded hofpitality and generous benevo- 
lence invited and fpread the board, and politenefs and affability pre- 
fided over all. Never fhall I forget it — never fliall I think of it 
without gratitude and ellecm. 

A gentleman of the opulence and confeqnencc of Mr. > 

with a houfe filch as I have dcfci ibed, and a difpofition to focial en- 
joyment, was not, you will conclude, without a refort of company 
and fiiends ; in truth, he had friends even among the better fort of 
Turks. Parties of pleafure had no intermiflion while 1 was there ; 

and as the ladies of Europe or of European extradion in that coun- 

« 

try are highly accomplifhed, fpeak many languages, aic indefatiga- 
ble in their efforts to pleafe, and receive flrangcrs from Europe with 
a joy and fatisfadion not to be deferibed, Aleppo would have been 
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to me an Elyfiuro, if the pleafures of the place did not from the 
beginning fuffer diminution from my own painful fenfations, which 
were aggravated at laft by an incident that arofe from my inter- 
courfe there— of which more hereafter. 

While I remained at Aleppo, I walked, as I before told you, 
frequently about the ftreets 5 and I think I never was witnefs to fo 
many broils in all my life put together, as I was in my wanderings 
there — Not a time I went out that I did not obferve one, two, three, 
and fometimes half a dozen or more. They have nothing terrible 
in them however, and, were it not extremely difgufting to fee men 
fcold, would be very entertaining ; for I will venture to fay that 
a ftreet battle ** a la Turque” is one of the moft ludicrous exhi- 
bitions in the world. The parties approach to each other, and re- 
treat mutually, as the adion of the one gives hopes to the other of 
victory, lifting their hands, and flouriftiing them in the air, as if 
ready to ftrike every moment, grinning and gn a firing their teeth, 
while their beard and whifkers befprent with the fpume of their 
mouths, and wagging with the quick motion of their lips and 
ghaftly contortions of their jaws, prefent the moft ridiculous fpec- 
tacle imaginable. They reminded me at the time of a verfe in an 
old Englifh Ballad : — 

Tis merry in the hall, 

When beards wag all. 

Nothing, in fad, can exceed the extravagance of their gefture : 

the 
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the vehement loudnefs of their voice, or the whimfical diftortions 
of their countenances, in which are difplayed fometimes the quickeft 
viciffitudes of fear and fury, and fometimes the moft laughable 
combination of both. All this time, however, not a fingle blow is 
a&ually ftruck ; but they compenfate for the want of bodily prowefs 
by the exercife of the tongue, denouncing vengeance againft each 
other, threatening inftant demolition, lavishing every bitter reproach, 
every filthy epithet, and every horrible imprecation that they can 
think of, and both boafting occafionally of their patience and forbear- 
ance, which fortunately enabled them to refrain from annihilating 
their adverfary* At laft the fray gradually decays : exhaufted with 
fatigue, and half choaked with dull and vociferation, they retreat 
gradually. backwards to their own doors; where fumming up all their 
malignity into a moft horrid execration, they part for the time, and 
retire to vaunt in empty threat, and growl away their rage, in the 
recefles of their Haram. 

Yet thofe people are found terrible in battle by the Chriftian troops 
that have from time to time been oppofed to them : here, if proof 
be wanting of the effe&s of Religion on the human mind, is an in- 
controvertible one of its powerful operations. Under the influence 
of their faith, which tells them that they go to Paradifc inftantly if 
killed in battle with Infidels, they perform prodigies of valour light- 
ing againft Chriftians; while, forbidden by that faith to imbrue their 
hands in the blood of a true believer, their paflions have been gradu- 
al ally 
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ally brought under the dominion of their religion,' till that which at 
fir ft was faith at lalt becomes habit, and the appropriate energy and 
courage of the man has funk into the degrading and cmafculant 
efforts of the woman. 

The practice of lighting, or perfonal conflicts between individuals 
of the fame fociety, feems to have been condemned by the univerlul 
confent of all religions. The Gentoos, as well as all the other feds 
of the various parts of the Eaft through which I have travelled, give 
vent to their paffion in nearly the fame manner as the Turks. The 
Chriftians too are moll ltridly forbidden to ftrike one another by the 
great Author of their faith : but it is their good fortune, that they 
not only have the belt religion in the world for their guidance, but 
that they arc the only people in the world who claim exemption 
from the penalties of that religion, and think themfelves wronged 
and their perfonal rights infringed, if they are refufed the privilege 
of breaking through its rules whenever tliofe rules are at variance 
with their convenience. 

Be it your care, my dear , child ! to fortify your mind with the 
fpirit of true religion and found morality, and let your pradice in 
life be ever guided by their precepts. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


T. HE avidity witli which human creatures fearch for fome- 
thing to recreate the mind and keep it in exercife, is of itfelf a con- 
vincing proof of the natural adivity of our intellectual faculties, and 
fhews that, like the different parts of the body, they were given by 
Providence to be called into effort and improved by pradice* As 
they who by the favours of opulence arc exempted from the neceflity 
of adual* bodily labour, arc obliged to have recourfe to artificial 
labour called exercife ; fo they who have the misfortune to be pre- 
cluded from the employment of the mind by bufmefs, are obliged to 
feck mental exercife in a variety of expedients, fome of which are 
criminal, fome foolifh, and fome good for nothing or indifferent. 
Cards, dice, and games of chance are (according to the extent to 
which they are carried) of the two former— tale and novel-reading 
of the two latter. Thofe however ierve to occupy the vacant hours 
of .all the idle and unemployed. And when letters deny their 
friendly aid, we find among ourfelves the deficiency fupplied from 
the lefs ample refourccs of the memory ; and ftory-telling, love talcs, 
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fairy talcs, and goblin and ghoft adventures, are recited round the 
villager’s fire or the kitchen hearth in as great numbers, with as much 
ingenuity, and to as great effcCt, as they are to be found written in 
the innumerable volumes on the flielves of our circulating libraries. 

In Turkey, where the art of printing has not yet been known, 
where the circulation of literary productions is chained down within 
the narrow compafs of manufeript, and where therefore the efforts of 
genius are repreffed by difeouragement, the bufinefs of ftory-tclling 
makes in itfelf a profeflion, which, as it is acquired by ftudy and pro- 
fecuted with art, is followed with confiderable profit. 

One day a friend (a French gentleman) who efcorted me through 
the town, called to draw me out with him for a walk ; he faid he 
wifhed to fhew me fome of the caravanferas, obferving that he thought 
I fhould be entertained with a view of them. I agreed to go ; and he 
brought me to two, which, after he had (hewn to me and explained 
their principle, police, and etiquette, I could not help admiring and 
approving. To both thefe were attached eating-houfes and coffee- 
houfes, and every appendage that could render them convenient and 
comfortable. As we were about leaving the laft, I obferved my 
friend flop and liften attentively. “ Come hither,” faid he, after a 
minute’s paufe — “ come into this coffee-houfe, here is fomething 
going forward that may amufe you.” 

We accordingly entered the coffee-houfe, where we faw a num- 
ber of people, fomc feated in the Turkilh fafhion, fome on low 
i ftools, 
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ftools, and fome (landing ; and in the middle a man walking to and 
fro, fpeaking in an audible voice, fometimes flowly, fometimes 
with rapidity, varying his tones occafionally with all the inflexions 
of a corrcfponding fenfe. I could not underhand him, but he feemed 
to me to fpeak with “ good emphalis and good difcretion his a&ion 
was eafy to him, though expreftivc and emphatical ; and his coun- 
tenance exhibited ftrong marks of eloquent expreflion. I could not 
help daring with aftonifhment at a feene fo new to me, and felt 
great approbation of the tones and manner of this extraordinary 
orator, though I could not underhand a fingle word he laid. He 
was lidened to by all with great attention, and the Turks (albeit not 
ufed to the laughing mood) frequently betrayed drong fymptoms 
of rifibility : but in the height and torrent of his fpeech he broke 
fuddenly oft', fcampered out of the door and difappeared. I fet it 
down that he was a maniac or lunatic of an ingenious kind, and was 
for going away. a Stay,” fays my friend, “ reft where you arc for a 
few minutes, let us hear further.” 

The orator had fcarcely been gone three minutes when the room 
was filled with the buzz of convention, a word of which I could 
not underhand, but which my guide liftened to very attentively. 
At length the buzz began to grow loud, and foon increafcd into 
clamour ; when a fcenc enfued of 10 very ludicrous a kind as 
forced me to cram my handkerchief into my mouth to lupprefs a 
laugh, or at lead fo to ftifle it as to avoid obfervation. In drort, 
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they were difputing violently, and the beards were, as I once before 
mentioned to you, all wagging. I became more convulfed with 
mirth ; and my friend feeing that I was likely to give offence, took 
me under the arm and hurried me out of the coffee-houie: we 
retired into a porch in the caravanfcra, where 1 gave vent to my fup- 
preifed laughter till my Tides were fore and my eyes ran tears. 

“ In the name of God, my friend !” faid I, <c tell me what is the 
meaning of all that extravagant feene to which we have juft now 
been witnefs : who is that madman that fpokc fo much ? and why 
did they all quarrel after he went away ?” 

“ Come, come,” faid he, “ let us retire to my houfe, and I will 
there explain the whole of it to you, from beginning to ending.” 

I accordingly accompanied him home, where we found a very 
gay circle aflembled, to whom he deferibed my aftonifliment ; re- 
counting my immoderate laughter, till they all laughed very nearly 
as immoderately as myfelf. “ You mult know,” laid he, addrefling 
himfelf to me, “ that he whom you took to be a madman, is one of 
the moft celebrated compofers and tellers of itories in Afia, and only 
wants the aid of printing, to be perhaps as eminent in reputation 
for making Contes, as Marmontel or Madame D’Anois. As we 
paffed along I heard his voice, and, knowing it, refolved to let you 
fee him, and brought you in for the purpofe. He was entertaining 
the company with a very curious, interefting, and comical ftory; 
the fubjeft of which was avarice j the herp a mifer of the name 

of 
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of Caflcm. His milery and avarice are reprefented in it as bringing 
him into a variety of ferapes, which wafte his wealth ; and his cha- 
racter is drawn with fuch ftrength of colouring, and marked with 
fuch grotefejue lines of humour — he related it moreover with fo much 
wit, in fuch admirable language, and cmbellilhed and enforced it 
with fuch appropriate adtion, utterance and emphafis — that it riveted, 
as you faw, the attention of all his auditors, and extorted laughter 
even from Turkiih gravity.” 

“ But how came he to break off fo fuddenly ?” laid I. 

“ That,” returned my friend, Ct is a part of the art of his profeflion, 
without which he could not live : juft as he gets to a moll interefting 
part of the ftory, when he has wound the imagination of his audi- 
tors up to the higheft climax of expettation, he purpofely breaks off 
to make them eager for the reft. He is fure to have them all next 
day, with additional numbers who come on their report, and he 
makes his terms to finifh the ftory.” 

“ Why then,” interrupted I, 66 why did they who remained 
behind fall difputing ?” 

“ That I will explain to you,” faid he. “ Juft as he broke off, 
Caflcm the mifer (who, as far as I heard, feems as well drawn as Mo- 
licrc’s Avare) having already fuffered a thoufand whimfical mif- 
fortunes and dilapidations of fortune, is brought before the Cadi for 
digging in his garden, on the prefumption that he was digging for 
treafure. As foon as the hiftorian was gone, they firft applauded 

him,, 



( 64 ) 


him, and then began to difeufs his flory — which they one and 
all agreed in praifing highly : and when they came to talk of the 
probable ilTue of the fequel of it, there were almoft as many opinions 
as there were men in company j each maintained his own, and they 
went to loggerheads as you faw about it — when the chance is a 
thoufand to one, that not one of them was near the mark. One in 
particular furmifed that Gaflera would be married to the Cadi’s 
daughter ; which gave great offence to fomc, and roufed another of 
the company to declare, that he was well affured in his confcicncc 
that CafTetn would be brought to the baftinado or the flake, or 
cll’c hanged, in the fequel.” 

“ And is it poffible,” faid I, “ that a group of twenty or thirty 
rational beings can be fo far bereft of all common fenfe, as to difpute 
upon the refult of a contingency, which abfolutely depends on the 
arbitrary fancy of an acknowledged fabricator of falfehoods ?” 

“ C'ejl vrai , Monfieur ! and thereby they demonftrate the power of 
the poet (for poet we may well call him) ; and entre nous, I doubt 
whether it is not more rational, as well as more fair, to difpute what the 
denouement ought to be before than after the inventor of the piece has 
difpofed of it, as is the practice with us. When he has once finifhed 
his fable, you will find them all content, and the voice of criticiiin 
filent. Now in France or England, our critics lie perdue , in order 
to attack the poet, let him finifh his performance how he may. But 
you will recoiled, Monfieur, that in Turkey criticifm is the honeft 
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fpontaneous iffue of the heart, and with iu is a trade, where fomc- 
times lucre, fometimes vanity, but oftencr than both, envy and malice 
dire 61 the decifion, and difpofe to cavil and cenfure. 

But we will go again to-morrow, continued he, probably he will be 
there to conclude or proceed further with his ftory j I agreed to this 
and we parted. 

On the next day we went, and not feeing the orator in his place, 
lounged about the caravanfera, and going to another coffee-houfc 
found him declaiming with all his might. My friend told me that 
the ftory he was now on was quite different from the former : how- 
ever we watched his motions fo effectually that we got the conelu- 
fion of the ftory of Caffem, which completely difappointed the pro- 
gnofticsof the two conflicting Turkifh critics ; for Caffem was neither 
baftinadoed, ftaked, or hanged, nor married to the Cadi’s daughter, 
but lived to fee that extreme avarice was folly ; and to be fenfible 
that to make the proper ufe of the goods of this life is to enjoy 
them. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


My laft letter has {hewn you, that the conceptions of genius, 
though they may want the aid of the Prcfs to bring them in full 
and perfed difclofure to the world, will yet burft through their 
bounds, and find fome means of communication with mankind ; for 
though the art of Printing be unknown in Turkey, the emanations 
of fuperior intelled and fancy find their way to the general ear 
through the medium of public declamation in coffee-houfcs. This 
letter will ferve to (hew you that malverfation in office, public delin- 
quency, and all thofe crimes of the great, which with us are cogniz- 
able by no tribunal but that of the public prefs, are not altogether 
fo exempt from the lafh and expofure of the fatirift in Turkey, as 
the want of that great palladium of Freedom would difpofe us to be- 
lieve ; and that, incredible as it may appear, the magiftrates are held 
up to ridicule in public exhibition, fatirifed with all the extravagant 
vulgarity of coarfe humour and tinpolilhed wit, and expofed with 
all the bitter exaggerations or envenomed genius. 

The French gentleman whom I mentioned to you in my lad, 
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as having procured me that pleafant repaft at the coffee-houfe, called 
on me a morning or two after that, and reminded me how highly [ 
focmed to be entertained ; faid, there were often to be ieen, by- 
walking about and going into public places, a variety of things, 
which, however worthlefs and unentertaining in themfelvcs, might, 
from the novelty of their appearance, and their unlike linel’s to any 
thing feen in Europe, ferve cither to divert by their oddity, or pro- 
mote the conception of new ideas in the mind : he therefore recoin- - 
mended it to me, with all the zeal of a perfon who took an interell 
in my happinefs, to keep on my legs and in the Erects while I re- 
mained at Aleppo. 

You will conclude that I readily complied, and we tallied out 
directly -in queft of adventure. We proceeded, therefore, to one 
of the beforementioned coffee -lioufes, where, as my friend obferved 
to me, though there were no people of great rank, there was gene- 
rally fomething to afford contemplation or amufement ; and where, 
if nothing clfc occurred, the motley appearance of the company 
was lufficient to excite a variety of whimfical emotions, and fug- 
geft numberlefs ludicrous images to the imagination of an Englith 
or French man. As there was no orator at work declaiming, 

I Jiad time to indulge myfelf with a more accurate view than I 
had before taken of the group that furrounded us : and i'urcly 
never was ponderous gravity more ludicroully, or in more various 
forms depi&ed by any caricaturiil in the world.— Here it was to 
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be fcen, in all its fhadings, from the felf-important nod of ferious 
cogitation, down to the foporific afpctt of ftolid ftupidity. Not a 
mufcle was moved in way of mirth, not a face difgraced with a finile, 
and I could not help thinking all the time, that if every nation of 
the earth was to take fome animal for its infignia, as the Britilh af- 
fume the lion, and the Pruflian the eagle, the Turks might be divided 
in their choice between the appropriate claims of the owl and the 

afs. 

Soon after we entered, a band of what they called mufic, ftruck 
up a concert. And here again the notion of the owl and the afs 
ftruck me with increafed force, as peculiarly prcliding over their 
mulic : for no other combination of founds that I know on cartn, 
but the fcreeching of the one, and the braying of the other, could 
form any thing to referable this concert, with which the auditory 
feemed vaftly pleafed, though I was obliged to betake myfelf to flight, 
in order to get relief from the torture it gave me. The Turks, how- 
ever, as I retreated, honoured me with a few remarks, which as I 
did not underftand, I could not prccifely feel ; my friend however 
told me, they were to the effe<ft that we were Frangi Dumus 
(Frank Hog), and had no more car than that filthy animal for mufic. 

Come, faid my friend, don’t be difeouraged ! —But the muficy- 
the mufic ! interrupted I. — Well then, find lie, the mufic, or lather the 
founds were execrable to be fure ; they have at leaft ferved to efta- 

blilh this certainty, that there is nothing,, however difeordant or 
f. deteftable, 
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deteftable, which habit will not reconcile us to. Doubt not, faid 
he, • that the bell piece of Handel or Correlli, performed by tl e bell 
band in Rome, would appear as ridiculous to them, as their concert 
did to us. 

We vifited many coffee-houfes in the courfe of that day, in every 
one of which we found fomething to divert or difguft us ; at length, 
as we entered one, my friendly guide turning to me with fatisfadion 
in his countenance, faid “ Here is fomething about to go forward 
that will pleafe you better than the concert of mufic.” What is it, 
faid I ? A drama,* returned he ; a drama, to you moll certainly of a 
new and extraordinary kind ; and I do allure you that fo zealous am 
I to procure you .entertainment, I would rather than a couple of 
loui’s you could underhand what is going forward : your hearty 
mirth and laughter, added he, are fufficient to put one in fpirits. He 
then direded my attention to a fellow who was bufily employed in 
eroding a llage, which he accomplifhed in a time incredibly lhort. 
The light of the fun was completely excluded, and a puppet lhevv 
commenced, which gave great delight to all the audience, and, igno- 
rant as I was of the language, pleafed me very much. 

I was aftonilhed when informed that one man only fpokc for all 
thp perfonages of the drama, for fo artfully did he change his tom 
of voice, that 1 could have fworn there had been as many people to 
fpeak, as there were charaders in the piece. The images were not 
adually puppets, commonly fo called, but lhadows done in the manner 
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of Aftley’s Ombres Chhmifcs. They were, however, far inferior 
to his in execution and management, though the dialogue and inci- 
dent evidently appeared, even to me, to be executed witn a degree 
of the vis comica far fuperior to any I ever faw in a thing of the 
kind in Europe j indeed lb peried was the whole, that though I 
knew not a word of the language, I comprehended clearly the plan 
of the piece, and many of the llrokes of humour contained in the 
dialogues.— The plan was obvioully taken from a ttory which I have 
read in i'ome of the Eaftern tales, I believe the Arabian Nights En- 
tertainments, and it is founded on the law of the country, that a man 
may repudiate his wife twice, and take her back agam j but in the 
event of a third divorce, cannot retake her to his marriage-bed, un- 
lefs fhe be previoufly married and divorced by another man. To 
obviate which, hufbands who repent having divorced their wives a 
third time, employ a man to marry them, and reftore her back again ; 
and he who does this office is called a Mullah . — In the piece before 
us, however, the Lady and the Hullah like each other fo well, that they 
agree not to feparate j the hufband brings them both befoic the 
Cadi to enforce a leparation ; and the feene before the Cadi was as 
ludicrous, and as keen a Tatire upon thofc magillrates as can well be 
conceived, though of the low kind. 

The piece was introduced with a grand nuptial proceffion, in 
which the mailer difplayed the powers of his voice by uttering a 
variety of the mod oppofitc tones in the whole gamut of the 
, > human 
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human voice ; fometimes fpeaking, fometimes fqueaking like a hurt 
child, fometimes huzzaing as a man, a woman, or a child ; fome- 
times neighing like a horfe, and fometimes interfperfing it with other 
fuch founds as commonly occur in crowds, in fuch a manner as 
aftonifhed me : while the concomitant action of the images, grotefque 
beyond meafurc, kept up the laugh ; horfes kicking and throwing 
their riders, afles biting tliofe near them, and kicking thofe behind 
them, who retire limping in the moll ridiculous manner ; while their 
great (landing charade r in all pieces, Kara-giiuse (the fame as 
our Punch J, railed a general roar of obftreperous mirth even from 
the Turks, with his whimfical adion, of which I muft fay that, 
though nonfenfical, though indecent, and fometimes even difguhing, 
it was on the whole the molt finilhed compofition of low ribaldry 
and fun that I ever beheld. 

When they come before the Cadi, he is feated in his divan of 
juflicc; but as foon as the complaint is opened and anfwcrcd, he riles 
and comes forward between the contending parties : here he turns to 
one and demands in a terrific tone what he has to fay, while the 
other puts culli in his hand behind, and in proportion as the calli is 
counted in, incrcafes the terror of his voice ; he then pockets the 
money, and again turns to the other, and demands what he has to 
offer, while in like manner he receives the bribes from his advcrlary 
and puts it in an oppofite pocket : this alternate application iafts ’till the 
purfes of both are exhaufted, when, giving a great groan, he retires on 
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®ne fide to reckon the money of each from a pocket he has on either 
fide, one called plaintiff, and the other defendant ; when balancing 
them, he finds plaintiff better by one afper (or three-halfpence) than 
defendant, and pronounces his judgment accordingly. The defendant 
appeals to the Bafliaw ; they go before him : Kara-ghuse (Punch) 
however, takes the defendant afidc, and in a dialogue, which my 
friend affined me was pointed, witty, and bitterly fatirical, developes 
to him the whole fyftem of magiftratical injuftice, advifes him to 
bribe the Bafhaw, and, declaring his zeal for all young people fond 
of amorous enjoyment (which he is at iorac pains to enlarge upon 
to the excefs of indelicacy), offers him the aid of his purfe. The 
advice is followed ; the bribe is accepted ; the Cadi’s decree is rc- 
verfed, and himfelf difgraced, and the mob at once hulllc him and 
bear the Hullah home to his bride with clamours of joy. Here again 
the mailer fhewed his extraordinary powers, giving not only, as before, 
dillind and oppofite tones of voice, but huddling a number of differ- 
ent founds with fuch fkill and rapidity together, that it was fcarcely 
poffible to refill the perfuafion that they were the iffue of a large and 
tumultuous crowd of men and animals. With this extravagant me- 
lange the curtain dropped, and the performance ended. 

Returning home we converfed together on the fubjed of the 
piece, which I confefs I could not get out of my head for fome time. 
My friend explained to me, as well as he could recoiled, a great part 
of the dialogue, and alfured me, that the freedom of fpecch of Mori- 
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fieur Kara-OIIUSE had from time to time created a great deal of un* 
eafineis, not only to private offending individuals, but to the magi-* 
ftracy itfelf — that no offender, however intrenched behind power, 
or enflirincd in rank, could efcape him— that Bafhaws, Cadi’s, 
nay the Janiffaries thcmfelvcs, were often made the fport oi his fury ; 
that he was not more reftrained in the effufions of obfeenity which 
lie uttered, than in his latire; that he was always well received and ap- 
plauded, even venerated (as we venerate the liberty of the prefs) as a 
bold teller of truth, who with little mifehief does a great deal of good, 
and often routes the lethargic public mind to a fenfe of public dangers 
and injuries. He added, that in fome cafes the Magiftrate had been 
obliged to interfere ; and the Batliaw himfelf was ferioufly called 
upon at times to flop the licentious tongue of this champion of Free- 
dom, Kara-ghuse. 

“ Well then,” faid I, “ it appears upon the whole that Monfieur 
Kara-ghuse is a very great blackguard, but a very witty, and a 
very honeft one.” 

“ You have juft hit it,” faid he ; and if Matter Kara-ghufe was 
to take Inch liberties in France, Spain, Portugal, or Germany, all 
his wit and honefty would not lave him from punifhinent. In 
Kngland you do not want him ; every man there is a Kara-gijus e, 
and every newipaper a puppet-fhew. 

“ And yet,” returned I, “ we complain fadly of want of liberty ! 

“ That is natural,” returned my fagacious Frenchman, “ perfectly 

natural. 
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natural. Liberty is like money ; the more we have of it, the more 
covetous \vc grow. 5 ’ 

u Very tiue, Zvlonheur,” laid I, plealed with his compliment tu 
our happy Confutation, and to clinch his obfervaiion, gave a Latin 
quotation, which when a child I got out of Lilly’s Grammar, 
“ Crefcit amor nummi, quantum ipfa pecunia crefcit and then 
changing nummus for Jibcrtas, “ Crefcit amor libertatis, quantum 
ipfli libertas crefcit.” 

“ ’Tis very well, Monfieur,” Laid he ; “ 4nd to carry on your 
allufion, may we not fay, that they who do not know when they 
have enough, are as dangcroufly wrong in the one cafe, as thole who 
fay wc have too much, are in the other ? The Englifli complaining of 
the want of liberty, reminds me of the coffec-houfe orator’s (lory of 
Caflem, who, wallowing in wealth, loll it all in the wild purfuit of 
more. — I hope however that they never will, like him, lole then: 
flock in vain endeavours to incrcafe it.” 


LETTER XXXV. 


While I was, in the manner I have already men- 
tioned, endeavouring to pals away the time as cheerfully as poffiblc, 
till a caravan was formed, or Company’s difpatchcs were coming 
over Lad, of which I might avail mvi'clf; I found my lituation in the 
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[ionic of Mr. growing extremely critical. That gentleman, 

of whofe good fenfc, and truly excellent difpolilion, I lud too mani- 
fold proofs to call them in queflion, had, though fallen into the vale 
of years, married his Lady at a very tender age. »Shc was then young, 
beautiful, full of fenfihility, and gifted with Inch natural endowments 
[,0th of mind and perfon, accompanied witli all thole acconiplifhments 
wliicli helped to drefs them to advantage, that ilie might well he ac- 
quitlcd of vanity, even though fancy fuggeiled toiler (he was fit to grace 
and confer happinefs on a younger bed; while rdledlion on t!ie obvious 
di I parity of the match (which the cool temper of iaticty polliily 
fugge (led to him) might perhaps have alarmed his mind to ciremn- 
flanccsof probable danger, that, before wedlock, were all hid behind 
the deceptive veil of pallion. Whether thole were the private fenti- 
ments that inlluenced both or either of them, l cannot preiuinc to 
determine, though I think it probable: for l was not long in the 
1 10 ufe till 1 plainly perceived they were on a very had footing with each 
other, and in ilioit that difagreement was become habitual to them. 
At firft, that is to lay, for a few days after my becoming an inmate 
of their houfe, decency enforced concealment, and the ebullitions 
of peeviflmcfs were Hilled by the didates of prudence : but the 
aiumofities of the connubial Hate are thole which of all others are 
the mod impatient under controul ; and as time, by producing !a- 
miliarity, relaxed rellraint, the pent-up paiTions began to f :rce their 
way, and open bikering took place in my piciencc. 
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It is but barely doing juftice to myfelf to fay, that I felt the moft 
poignant concern at feeing a couple, each fo perfedly amiable in all 
other refpedls, If fng the hours that fhould be given to harmony 
and love, in jarrii reproach, and recrimination ; and I would have 
given all I was worth that I had never had occafion to efteem them 
fo much, or that 1 could give them that peace which feemed to 
have flown them for ever. Fain would I caft a veil over the whole 
tranfadlion ; fain would I bury it, even from myfelf, in oblivion: 
but it has been made by my enemies the fubjeft of triumphant flander ; 
and to do juftice to myfelf, and difelaim the extent of gu : lt which they 
w r ould impute to me, I am rcludantly obliged to avow the fharc I 
had, and declare how the matter really flood. I mud fpeak the 
truth, and hope you will not conceive that I defignedly lean too 
heavily upon any one, to cafe myfelf of my fhare of the load. 

Whatever domeftic uneafinefs may fubfift between a married pair, 
the man, if prudent, will endeavour to conceal it 3 and the woman, 
if truly virtuous, will take care to do fo : fhould great difparity of 
age (as in the prefent inftancc) be the cafe, the Lady is more parti- 
cularly bound to conceal any uneafinefs, left; it fhould be attributed 
to that caufe which people arc in fuch cafes too prone to fufped, 
diflike to her hufband 3 and befoie young men, above all, fhe fhould 
-be mod exemplary, as fhe muft well know that their natural vanity, 
combined with the leading idea of her averfion and infidelity to her 
hufband, fuggeft ideas to them from whence their warm imaginations 
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draw inferences of a nature too pleafing to be parted with, and too 
probable not to be put in pradice, or at lead attempted. Here then 
a woman at once lays herfclf fairly open to the affaults of illicit 
love. I think it will not be denied, that the woman who promulgates 
the dilagreements between her and her hufband, particularly if flie 
fuffers a young man to be privy to it, is either extremely ignorant, 
or intentionally vicious, or both. 

That the Lady I allude to may in fome refped be acquitted of 
tliis imputation, I mult tell you, that fhe was only eighteen years 
of age ; her tender, inexperienced mind had not yet arrived to that 
maturity which gives found judgment ; and though of good natural 
talents, highly cultivated (for fhe fpoke fluently Englifh, French, 
Italian, Arabic, Perfian, and the Greek and Turkifh languages), fhe 
yet was Ample, innocent, uninformed in the ways of the world, 
and incapable of reafoning from caufes up to confcqucnces. But 
unfortunately that (implicity is attended with as much mifehief, 
though not guilt, as the wilful mifeondud of the more experienced ; 
it has the fame baleful effeds with the hearers, infpires the fame 
confidence, emboldens with the fame hopes, and leads to the fame 
pernicious pradices. 

I have already mentioned, and will now remind you, that I was 
then young. Perhaps it was owing to a congeniality pointed out by 
our age, perhaps to a compaflionate politeneis amounting to tender- 
nefs, which I always dilclofed on thole unhappy occafions, joined 
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perhaps to the ardent look of youth kindled by the imaginations to 
which this imprudent conduit infenfibly gave birth, that the Lady 
thought proper to take the very hazardous ftep of making a confi- 
dant of a young man and a foldier — and revealing to me the whole 
tale of her grievances, with a pathetic eloquence, that would have 
made an impreflion upon a much lefs fufceptible heart than mine. 
I declare it molt folemnly, that though this extraordinary mark of 
confidence and efleem communicated to my heart ftrong fcnlatious 
of unjuftifiable pleafure ; I fo far got the better of myfelf at firft, as 
to receive the whole with the lame appearance of tranquillity, as if 
I had been only a confidential female friend. I pitied, it is true ; — I 
exprefled my pity; — I advifed, not trcaclicroufly but faithfully; — I laid 
fuch things as occurred to me to be molt likely to alTiiage and extin- 
guish the flame of difeord, and lead to an amicable adjuflmcnt ; and I 
parted for that time with her to go to a fclf-approving pillow, where, 
while my fancy was inflamed and tickled by the flattering mark of 
regard lhewn me by fo all-accomplifhed a perlbn, I had the Toothing 
delightful confcioufnefs of having, as fir as I was able, done my duty, 
and efcaped the corroding reflection of having violated the rights of 
hofpitality. 

Not an opportunity however afterwards offered, that the fame 
unhappy point was not the fubjoft of difeuflion, and unfortunately 
thofe opportunities but too frequently occurred ; till at length we 
began to feel that they were the fweeteft minutes of our lives, and 
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were fought for with induftrious avidity by both of us. No human 
refolution was fufiicient to withdand fuch an unlucky concuiTencc 
of circumflanccs : from lamenting the grievances, wc willicd to re- 
move them, from wifliing we proceeded to confidcr the incans, and 
when we had got that length, the flight was not far to the extreme end 
• — the execution of it. My paffions hurried me before them, my ex- 
prefiions grew gradually more and more unguarded, our converfatiou 
became more interefting and w r arm ; and though I felt and ft niggled 
to be guided by the drift principles of honour, and formed a thou- 
fand refolutions not to tranfgrefs the laws of hofpitality, by injuring 
the man who had treated me with fuch kindnefs, the llrugglc became 
too fevere for me— the defirc of pleafing a lovely woman, who had’ 
repofed fuch unbounded confidence in me, and who feemed to cx- 
peft and require of inc to alleviate her mifery, at length bore down 
all the oppofitions fuggeded by rcafon and principle, and I agreed to 
become the inftrument of her removal from this unhappy fiiuation. 
Vv'e fell —but not intirely. There is one length to which no earthly 
confideration — no allurement however dazzling could tempt me— it is 
now the moft cordial confolation to my mind ; I never differed 
my ft If to think of trcfpaffing on the decorum of his houfe, nor did 
we in any Angle inftance carry our intcrcourfe to a direct violation of 
•his bed. Though the tranfports of youthful pafiion hurried us into 
converlations and reflcftious on the fubjeft of her determination to 
be leparated from her hufband, yet that pafiion was of too delicate 
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a kind to fink into the brutal fordid indulgence of difhonourablc 
ftolen embraces. She wiflied for that reparation, rather as a fubter- 
iuge from inceflant diurnal mifery, than as a prelude to any vicious 
or illicit enjoyment ; and vve looked with pleafure to the event, but 
we looked no further. 

It is thus that, in the down-hill path of vice, we are hurried on 
ftep by ftep, fondly imagining that each fucceffive object, which 
bounds our fight, will flop our headlong career ; while alas ! every 
ftep wc advance gives additional rapidity to our defeent : like the 
centripetal force of a projeCtile, our pace increafcs with uniformly 
accelerated motion-— till difdaining all controul, and breaking down 
every impediment that rcafon, morality, or honour throw in the way 
to refeue us or retard our ruin, we precipitate unexpectedly into the 
laft gulph of vice and infamy. 

Fortunately, however, an accident intervened in the prefent cafe, 
which arrefted our progrefs down this hideous defeent, and referved 
us both I hope to conviction of our folly, and repentance of our 
error. And I have the confolation to refleCt, that out of fuch a lioft 
of dangers and temptations as I was befet with, I have efcaped 
without the aCtual perpetration of a deed, which would, had it hap- 
pened, in all probability have embittered my life. 

While we hugged ourfelves in the fecurity and fecrccy of cx- 
prefling our genuine fentiments, her hufband difeovered our wiflies, 
and all at once took the neceflary meafures for preventing them. So 
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that, overwhelmed with grief and ihame, 1 diredly formed the 
refolution to leave Aleppo, and proceed in the bell manner I could 
on my deftination. 

Thus you fee, my dca r Frederick, was your father, by failing to 
refill the lirft imprcliions of an unlawful and diflionourable paflion, 
infenfibly led to the very brink of a precipice, the bare remembrance 
rtf which now makes him fliudder with horror. The ftory, by means 
unnccelfary for me to mention, took wind. The folly of fome, the 
malice of others, and the unaccountable propenfity to falfehood of 
.more, trumpeted it about with many exaggerations to my injury, and 
I was held up as the deliberate l'educer of innocence : but the whole 
tranfadion is exadiy as I have Hated it ; and the difagreements pre- 
vious to my arrival at Aleppo, which, in telling the llory, they pur- 
pofely left out, were of fuch public notoriety, that every European, 
even the Conful himfelf, was fully acquainted with them. This is 
the confequence of a deviation from the llrid rule of right. Treafurc 
it up in your mind, my child, never to be forgotten ; and let it 
operate as a caution to you, how you entangle yourlelf in the inares 
of women : recoiled that my efcape was lingularly fortunate, and 
the mere effed of accident ; and flatter not yourfelf, that becaufe acci- 
dent ferved in one calc, it will in another. I ro\ idcncc has, foi the 
wifell of purpofes, implanted in our nature a londnefs for the fair 
fex; and fo long as it is ufed prudently and virtuoufly, it conllitutes 
the firfl happinefs of life ; but if on the contrary, it Himulates us to 
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excels, impels to injure our fellow-creature, or break in upon the re- 
pole of a family ; it is our reproach, our fhame, our curfe, and very 
frequently our utter and irremediable ruin ; add to this, that there i« 
in the general charader of women, a capricioufnels, a levity, and a 
vanity, under the influence of which they fport with men, only todif- 
play their power, and evince the force of their charms, which makes 
the cultivation of their good graces in any way hazardous. To adopt 
(he idea of an old epigram — “ There is no living with them, nor 
without them.” 

As your happinefs, my dear boy, is the firft objcdT of my life, 
my efforts fhall be turned to the guiding of your greener years from 
any premature impreflions ; and when reafon and matured age fit you 
for the cultivation and enjoyment of female fociety, be it mine to dired 
your fteps away from that clafs, who think rank a fufficicnt fandion 
for vice, who flare in all the bronze of ariftocratic aifurance, under a 
load of obloquy, beneath which the pooreft peafant’s wife would fink; 
who think that wealth and rank confer a right to commit excefles 
that would degrade the meaneft of the canaille ; and felicitate them- 
felves with the refledion, that, under the protedion of family or an 
infamous hufband, they may indulge in enormities, for which the 
loweft of their fex are beating hemp in Bridewell. 
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1 he difeovery to which I alluded In my laft letter, fur- 
prifed and grieved me very much ; and indeed it aftoniihed me the* 
more, from the manner in which it was communicated. 

One day I received a polite meflage from the Britifli Conful, 
faying, he wiflied to fpcak to me as foon as poflible, upon a bufinefs 
of great confequence. I thought at firft, that it might be fome plan 
for my proceeding on my journey— perhaps Company’s difpatchci 
that had arrived to go over land ; and at intervals, fomething like 
apprehenfions of the true motive of his fending for me flew acrofs my 
mind. I however went to him, when, after fome little introductory 

converfation, he told me, that my hofl: Mr. had been with 

him that morning, laying before him a complaint of a mod extraor- 
dinary and ferious nature, of which, as it immediately concerned me, 
he thought himfelf bound to inform me, in order that I might either 
contradict fo grefs a calumny if it were untrue, or find means to 
avoid the obvioufly neccflary refult if founded in fa£t. 

He then proceeded to relate to me, that Mr. — had informed 

him of a confpiracy having been meditated againft his peace and 
honour, between his wife and the Fngliih gentleman whom he had 
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entertained in his houfe ; that their plan wa3 nothing lefs than an 
elopement, and that he did not know how foon it might be carried 
into execution, if not timely prevented ; and finally, that he had 
demanded the affidance of the Conful and his intereft with the 
Turkifli magi Urate to prevent it, by granting him an armed force for 
the protection of his houfe. 

I was much furprifed to find that converfations fo very guarded as 
ours were difeovered, and more fo that the aggrieved perfon did not 
think proper to fpeak to myfclf, and charge me in perfon with the 
offence ; never reflecting the while, that all my ideas were military, 
and his merely commercial : I was alfo much at a lofs to conjeCturc 
how he came to make the difeovery— but this I found afterwards he 
owed to a female fervant, who had been improvidently intruded by 
her miftrefs with the fecret. 

Finding, however, that by whatever means he became acquainted 
with the affair, it was a certain faCt that he was apprifed of it, I 
direClly acknowledged the whole truth with the utmoft candour to 
the Conful ; told him the affair ftep by ftep as it arofe, alluring him 
(which 1 really thought to be the cafe) that pity for the Lady’s deplo- 
rable fituation made me liften to fuch a meafure ; and that unlawful 
paflion had fo little to do with ir, that in all our private conferences 
we had never tranfgrefled the limits of purity ; and that her perfon 
was, at lead refpeCting me, and I firmly believed all mankind, fpot- 
tefs and inviolate. I added, that great allowances were to be made for 
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x young creature barely eighteen years of age, configned by the 
vrickednefs of avaricious parents to the embraces of a man of iixty- 
five ; who, amiable and worthy though he was, in l'ocial intercourfc 
with the world (which 1 knew him to be), was yet in the molt indif- 
penfable point of connubial felicity fo utterly defective, as neceffarily 
to create difguft and abhorrence in a youthful mind. I remarked to 
him, that, in the forming of laws, it as plainly appeared on their face, 
who made them amongll the Englilh, as it docs on the face of the Gcn- 
too laws, that they were made by the Bramins: for, as by the latter the 
penalty of a few puns* of couries (not value a drilling is annexed to 
the perpetration of a crime, for which thofe of another dafs lofe their 
lives ; fo, among us, it appears that our laws are made by the aged,, 
the decrepid, the fenfual, and the rich. Elfe it coaid never happen 
that there were in the fame code, laws to punifh marriage between 
the young and vigorous, and enable the brutality of a parent to take 
its full fcopc, and confign, as in the prefent indancc, youth, beauty, 
health, and every perfonal attraction, to the arms of age, infirmity, and 
impotence. And I concluded by faying, that all parties aiding in ftrch 
an unnatural confederacy diould be punilhed. 

The Conl'ul fairly acknowledged there was too much truth in 
what I had laid ; but remarked withal, that it was rather a hazardous 

* Count's, a kind of fmall fhclls ufed in India, as a circulating medium in place 
of coin, in value much below the fmalleft copper coin— a Pun- is a certain number 
of them. 
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experiment, and he was furc it would be an endlefs one, to correft 
all the abufes to which the fallibility of man, and his incompetency 
to form any thing peifeft, neceflarily left l'ociety and their laws liable 

t j ia t lavv was written, and it was the duty of evciy individual to 

obey it and that in cafes of adultery, the offence could be jullilied 
on no folid grounds whatever, for, independent of the feelings of the 
hufband, which perhaps were more poignant in old age than youth, 
the injury to his family was not to be got over, in probably giving to 
him an heir no way a-kin to him. “ It would be right I think,” 
laid lie, “ to flop fucli di (proportionate matches ; yet, once made, they 
fhould be as religioufly obferved inviolate as thofe of love, among 
which we almoft as frequently, as in thofe of compuliion, fee inflances 
of infidelity. If you doubt this,” faid he, “ read the records of 
Doctors’ Commons.”- 

I agreed to the juftice of what he faid, at the fame time affured 
him, that my intentions went no farther than wilhing the Lady to 
| )e refeued from her thraldom, which I told him was dreadful. — 
“ I am fure,” faid the Conful, “ that Mr. Campbell thinks fo, becaufe 
I am convinced he would not otherwife lay fo. But may not,” faid 
he, finding, “ may not Mr. C. have deceived himfclf ? thefc arc 
things in which the paffions are flrangely apt to hoodwink tjie 
underftanding. However,” continued he, breaking off pleafantly, 
“ I muft give you all the comfort that truth will allow me to do : I 
am furc that the poor Lady is condemned to great wretchednefs ; 
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partly from my own obfervation, partly from public report, and 
partly from her own mouth : for you muft know {he has feveral 
times complained to me of her hufband’s peevifhnefs and tyranny ; 
and even befought me to ufc my influence and authority to relieve 

her from her mifery. Mr. continued he, u is a man 

whom on all other accounts I efteem, and value highly. In this 
inftance he has erred, and I cannot pity him, even though he fuffers 
all the torments of jealoufy : and as there are laws for punifliing 
with death premature intercourfe with the fex, I cannot fee, any more 
than you, why the facrificing youth to extreme old age fhould not 
be equally punched, for I am fure it is equally unnatural, and {till 
more injurious to a State. Thefe are my fentiments,” continued 
he; <c but let not this declaration induce you to think that I the lefs 
difapprove of your intermeddling. You have allowed me the 
privilege of a friend, and I will not fuffer it to be made an empty 
one. You were more culpable than many young men would be ; 
firft, becaufe you are married, and fhould, upon the common prin- 
ciple of doing as you would be done by, have refrained ; and next, 
becaufe you were enjoying the fweets of hofpitality in his houfe, and 
Ihould have dafhed from his lips, rather than held to them, the deepeft 
cup*of bitternefs.” 

“ But, my dear fir,” faid I, “ I do not attempt to juftify — I only 
endeavour to mitigate the matter, and you will recoiled that the very 
circumftancc which in one point of view aggravates, in another 
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alleviates the fault: the living in his houfe afforded thofc intci views, 
and expofed me to thofe temptations under which I was near finking 
—I fhould never liave fought them: but he mufl be more or left than 
man, that could have refilled them ; and though I have a high fcnl'c 
of Mr. Conful’s flrid honour and virtue, as well as prudence, he 
mull excufe me, though I doubt whether he could himfelt have 
refilled fo long and fo cffedually as I did. I am lure there are many 
who will ccnfure, that could not. ’ 

The Conful fmiled, and, turning the difeourfe from its direct line, 
obferved, that it was abfolutely necclTary I fliould defilt, elfe he would 
be obliged to ufe his influence and power to protett Mr. . 

In anfwer to this, I gave him my honour in the firft place, that I 
would proceed no farther in the bufineft ; and that, on the contrary, I 
was. determined to fet out upon my journey to India direflly, if 
means could be contrived for my conveyance ; adding, that I lliould 
confider it as a great favour, in addition to thofe I had already 
received at his hands, if he would contrive fome means to fet me 
forward in my route. 

To this he anfwcred, that as the making up of a caravan would 
be extravagantly expenfive, he knew no means that were not attended 
with certain hardlhip and eventual danger ; but finding me deter- 
mined at almoft any danger or hazard to fet off, he propofed to fend 
for a man who knew every refource in that way, and when he came 
would talk farther on the bufinefs ; and in the mean time, recom- 
mended 
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mended great circumfpe&ion to me while I continued at Mr. 
— ’s houfe, to which I very folemnly pledged my word. 

Being now conftrained by every confideration, as well of prudence 
and decency as of inclination, to leave Aleppo immediately : I deter- 
mined that no common impediments fhould flop ine, and waited 
with impatience the arrival of the perfon on whom the Conlul reded 
his hopes of difpatching me. 

He came in the evening, and after a conference with the Gonful, 
he introduced him to me, and acquainted me that lie was a 1 artar, 
and one of the vaft number of that dcfgription who are employed 
by the Turkilh State in carrying difpatches from Court to the various 
Viceroys and Bafliaws, and interchan gably between them again; 
that they were men on whofe fidelity the utmoft reliance could be 
had ; and that this man, who had an excellent character, had 
agreed to take me to Bagdad, provided I would iubmit to the dil- 
guife of a Tartar. 

The agreement between us I entirely lubmittcd to the diicretion 
of the Gonful, who had the goodnefs to lettle it thus : - i lie 1 artar 
was to deliver me fafe at Bagdad ; to iupply me and my lervant, wno 
afted as interpreter, with an ample luJficiency of provifions and horles 
on- the road ; to exchange my horfe for me as often as I pleafed, 
and to go at luch rate, whether fafter or llower, as I thought proper i 
for this he was to receive one hundred pounds ; and I lurthcr pro- 
mifed, as an encouragement to him, that if he a£tcd to my fatisfac- 
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txon, I would, 'on our arrival at Bagdad, add a douceur of twenty 
pounds. 

The next day he came, and I had a diftindt view of this my new 
fellow traveller and iuppofed matter, for in feveral places I was to 
pafs for his Have. He was one of thofe ftriking character figures 
that a painter would like to take a lketch of —and methought Tartar 
was written legibly in every lineament of his countenance and 
perlon. — He was tall, mufcular and bony — his figure befpoke great 
hardihood, ftrength and adivity — nor could the trowfers which he 
wore conceal the Herculean texture of his limbs — his Ihoulders were 
expanded to an enormous breadth— he was unincumbered with 
flelh, or indeed rather extremely lean — his forehead, though partly 
concealed beneath his turban, was very high — his nofc large, hooked, 
lharp, and prominent— a pair of frnall, fierce, black, penetrating eyes, 
barely feparated by the nofe, and a formidable pair of muftachios, 
which he carefully flecked with pomatum into a point refembling an 
awl-bladc, and which moved like the whilkers of a purring cat, with 
every word he fpoke, gave a whimlical ferocity to the countenance, 
beyond the reach of defeription, and rendered him altogether as dif- 
couraging a confidential friend, as ever a Chriftian trufted his life to 
lincc Mahomet firft let up the trade of a prophet. He furveyed me 
with great attention — opened his mouth two or three times like a 
gafping pike, as if to fpcak— ftroaked his whilkers as often — and at 
laft pronounced that he would undertake to conduit me j adding, in 
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allufion to my black hair and dark complexion, that I looked more 
like a native, than any Frank he had ever feen. He ordered me to 
cut my hair quite fliort, to provide myfclf with a Tartar drefs and 
cap, in the fafhion of his own; and laying he would call on me in 
proper time, departed. 

Thus equipped, we fet out, not without great pain and regret 
on my part ; pain at leaving a moll beautiful young woman, whom 
I pitied andefteemed, lubjed to the refentment of a hufliand, at once 
jealous from nature, peevilh from habit, and enraged from her open 
and unequivocal demonftrations of hatred ; and regret at having been 
betrayed by fituation into fuch a very lerious dilemma. 

After my departure from Aleppo, this affair was reprefented in a 
variety of unfavourable lights to the different new comers from Eng- 
land ; and as a ftory is that commodity which of all others honefl 
people do not love to fteal any thing from, in its paffage through 
their hands, it found its way in various forms (none of them how- 
ever tending to foften it) to many of my friends and connections, 
thole from whom of all others I wifhed to conceal it. Labouring under 
fuch calumnies, it cannot be confdered as a violation of decorum, 
or unneceffary infraction upon delicacy, if I date the truth, in order, 
though I cannot acquit myfclf of cenlurable conduit, at lead not 
filently to fubmit to unlimited calumny, and charges of crimes which 
I hope I have too much honour and integrity to commit. 

1 muft add, that previous to my departure the Conful did every 
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thing that it was poffible for him to do, conducive to my fafety and 
accommodation on the road, which as wc were obliged to go to the 
city of Diarbckcr, a great length out of our way, he obferved would 
be long, dreary, fatiguing, and hazardous ; he procured me from 
others, and gave me himfelf, a number of letters, and at parting dc- 
fired me to comfort myfclf with the refledion, that when 1 arrived 
at my journey’s end, I ihould have* to boaft, that I went to India by 
a route never travelled by any European before. 


LETTER XXXVII. 


As I became familiariled to my Tartar guide, I found 
his charader difclofc much better traits than his firft appearance be- 
fpoke, and I began infenlibly to think him a very entertaining fellow : 
perceiving that I was very low fpirited and thoughtful, he exhibited 
manifeft marks of companion ; and taking it into his head that I was 
adually removed for ever from my friends and my family, he fpoke in 
a ftyle of regret and feeling, that did great honour to his heart : and to 
fay the truth, he did every thing in his power to alleviate my feelings, 
converllng with me, cither by means of the interpreter, or in broken 
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lingua franca ; fupplying all my wants cheerfully and abundantly • 
changing holies with me as ‘often as I plcafed, and going flow or gal- 
loping forward juft as belt fuited my inclination or humour. 

The firil.objcd lie feemed to have in view on our journey, was 
to imprels me with a notion of his conicquence and authority, as a 
meflenger belonging to the Sultan. As all thofe men are employed 
by the firfl magiftrates in the country, and arc, as it were, the links 
of communication between them, they think themfelves of great 
importance in the State ; while the great men whole buiinefs they 
are employed in, make them fee! the weight of authority, and treat 
them with the greateft contempt : lienee they become habitually fer- 
vilc to their fuperiors, and by natural conicquence infolent and over- 
bearing to their inferiors, or thofe who being in their power they 
conceive to be fo. As carriers of difpatches, their power and au- 
thority wherever they go is in fome points- undifputed ; and they 
can compel a fupply of provifions, horfes, and 1 attendants, where- 
ever it fuits their, occafions ; nor dare any man refill their light to 
take the horfe from under him to proceed on the Emperor’s bufmefs, 
be the owner’s occafion cycr fo preffing. 

My feelings, which I can tell you were altogether of the moll 
unpleafant kind, ferved as a ftimulus to my mind, and increafed my 
anxiety to get forward ; I therefore pulhed on as fall as the horfes, 
which were in general excellent, could carry me : and as we halted 
at a number of ftages to get frelh horfes and provifio»«, my Tartar 
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guide had frequent opportunities of indulging his felf-importance, and 
di (playing his great authority and power. As foon as he flopped at a 
caravanfera, he immediately called luftily about him in the. name of 
the Sultan, demanding with an imperious and menacing tone of voice, 
frefli horfcs, viduals, &c, on the inftant. The terror of this great 
man operated like magic ; nothing could exceed the activity of the 
men; the brifkuefs of the women, and the terror of the children ; 
for the caravanferas are continually attended by numbers of the very 
lovveft claffes of the people; but no quickncfs of preparation, no 
effort or induftry could fatisfy my gentleman ; he would lhew me his 
power in a ftill more ftriking point of view, and fall belabouring 
them with his whip, and kicking them with all his might. I muft 
confefs I was much hurt at this extravagant abufc of upflart power, 
and was two or three times on the point of interfering ; but fortu- 
nately, recolleded that it would neither be in character, nor have any 
good efted, and that if I prefumed to ipeak, my guide would be 
obliged in my defence to give me a flogging in order to prevent 
fulpicion. 

This inconliderate tyranny and cruelty, I had afterwards reafon to 
believe, was by no means a part of his natural difpofition ; but 
vanity, to which fo many among us in Europe fall vidims, urged 
him to cxcefles, which I dare fay his heart privately condemned. 

It Was on the fifth or fixth day (I cannot precifely fay which) 
after our leaving Aleppo, that we got to the city of Diarbeker, the 
capital of the province of that name, having paffed over an extent of 
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country of between three and four hundred miles, moft of it blefled 
with the greateft fertility, producing, in the few cultivated parts, 
grain, fruits of various kinds, and filk in great variety and abun- 
dance, and abounding with as rich paftures as I ever beheld, covered 
with numerous herds and flocks. The air was charmingly temperate 
in the day-time, but, to my feeling, extremely cold at night. 

* 

Yet notwithftanding the extreme fertility of this country, the 
bad adminiftration of government, confpiring with the indolence 
of the inhabitants, leaves it unpopulous and uncultivated. Diarbeker, 
proper, called alfo Mefopotamia, from its lying between the two 
famous rivers Tigris and Euphrates, and by Mofes called Pad an 
Aram, that is to fay— “ The fruitful Syria abounds with corn, 
wine, oil, fruits, and all the neceflarics of life. It is fuppofed to be 
the feat of the Earthly Paradife, and all Geographers agree that it 
was there the defeendants of Noah firfl fettled after the flood. 

Infignificant as thofe circumftances may appear to mere calculators 
of profit and lols, it cannot be denied that they have a powerful and 
pleafing effed on the refined imagination. To be treading that 
ground where Abraham trod \ where Nalior the father of Rebecca 
lived; and where Laban, to whom Jacob fled to avoid his brother 
Eftiu’s refentment, and whom he ferved fourteen years for the love 
he bore to Rachel, was to me a circumflance productive of delight- 
ful fenfations. How finely has that Giant of the Pen, Johnfon, jufli- 
fied thofe fenfations in his Tour to the Highlands of Scotland and 

Weftei n 



( 96 ) 


Weltcrn Mauds j — defctibing his emotions on vifiting the famous 
Iiland of Iona, or Colombkill, he fays — “ We were now treading 
“ that illuftrious Iiland which was once the luminary of the Caledp- 
“ nian regions, whence favage clans and roving barbarians derived 
“ the benefits of knowledge, and bleflings of religion. To abftrad. 
“ the mind from all local emotion, would be impoffiblc if it were 
“ endeavoured, and would be fooliih if it were poilible. Whatever 
“ withdraws us from the power of our fenfes — whatever makes the 
“ part, the diftant, or the future, predominate over the prefent, ad- 
“ vances us in the dignity of thinking beings. Far from me, and 
“ from my friends, lie fuch frigid philofophy, as may conduit us in- 
“ different and unmoved over any ground which has been dignified 
“ by wildom, bravery, or virtue!— that man is little to be envied 
“ whofe patriotilin would not gain force upon the Plain of Marathon, 
“ or whofe piety would not grow warmer among the ruins of 
“ Iona.” /* - 

The city of Diarbeker itfelf is fituated in a delightful plain on 
the banks of the river Tigris, and nearly at its head ; it is one of 
the richeft, mod trading, llrong, and 1 , populous cities in Afiatic 
Turkey; and. is adorned with many ..piazzas and market places in 
the Turkitli ftyle, rand a large magnificent Mofijue, formerly -a 
Chriftian church ; for Chriftianity flourifiied over this cquntry fo 
late as the lixtli century. There is even now a fed:, whofe Patriarch 
dill reftdes here : and they fiiew on the road near the town, a chapel 
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where the holy man Job is faid to be buried. This city is fupplied 
amply with water by a canal cut from the Tigris, and has many 
caravanferas on both lides of the river. 

Few countries in the world exceed that about this city for natural 
richnefs and beauty : — the bread and wine are excellent — the fruit 
beyond conception delicious -and my friend the Tartar took care, 
under pretence of fupercilious hauteur , to tear in pieces a couple of 
fowls, and hand to me now a leg, now a wing, till I made the moft 
delicious repaft I ever remember to have eat in rny life. 

It is computed that there arc refident in this city no Ids than 
twenty thoufand Chriltian inhabitants, fome of whom are of the 
Church of Rome;— and perhaps it is owing to that mixture, that the 
fair fex have more freedom, and the men more politenefs and affa- 
bility, than tliofe of any other city in the empire the chief bufi- 
nefs there, is making that fine leather commonly called Turkey 
leather. 

Figure to yourfelf, my dear Frederick, my Tartar guide, who 
was an admirable adtor, fitting at a caravanfera in flate at his dinner, 
devouring excellent fowls, choice pillaws, and delicious fruit, in 
as great pomp as a Balhaw ; and in order to keep up the femblancc 
of* authority over me, to favour my difguife, handing to me, who 
fat at humble diftance, a part of his provifions. — You may form to 
yourfelf an idea of the feene ; but all the efforts of imagination muft 
fall ihort of the manner, the figure, the words, the looks, and the 
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actions of the Tartar } fometimes affecting contemptuous pity, fome- 
times fupercilious arrogance ; fometimes brutal ftepnnefs, and fome- 
times the gentle blandifhments of confcious fuperiority ; and all. in 
fuch a mafterly ftyle of performance, that I doubt whether Garrick 
himfelf, with all his powers of countenance, could outdo him. 
Critical though my fituation was, and much as I was haraffed with 
the corrofions of mental pain, the extravagant a&ion and ludicrous 
pompofity of this man frequently overbore my prudence, and com- 
pelled me to laugh incontinently and loudly ; — on all fuch occafions 
he would put his hands a-kimbo, draw up his eye-brows to his tur- 

\ ban, ferew down the corners of his mouth in the moft rueful 

I 1 

■manner, and give a loud whew ! with his eyes fixed in a flare at me, 
till entirely overcome with laughter, and ready to fink under it, I 
clapped my face between my hands, and, as well as I could, bowed 
in token of forrow and fubmiffion ; when threatening me vehemently, 
and at the fame time uttering a lamentable expreffion of doubt that 
he was afraid he had had an idiot impofed on him, he would buflle 
about, direct the horfes to be got ready, and order me to get on 
horfeback, with many denunciations of fevere treatment, and a thou- 
fand flourifhes of his whip over my head. 

As I have rode along mufing upon the contemptible flratagems 
to which I was reduced, in order to get through this country, for 
no other reafon but becaufe I was a Chriftian, I could not help re- 
flefting with forrow on the melancholy effects of fuperftition, and 
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regretting that that place, which in the times of primitive fimplicity 
was called the Terreftrial Paradife ; that place where God firft 
planted Man after the Flood ; where the god-like Abraham and 
the holy Job breathed the pure air of piety and fimplicity ; that 
place which from all thofe circumflances ought to be confidered above 
all others as the univerfal inheritance of mankind, fhould now be 
cut off from all but a horde of fenfelefs bigots, barbarous fanatics, 
and inflexible tyrants. And I could not help confidering with 
melancholy concern, the blindnefs and infatuation of men, who, 
lefs earned to accommodate themfelves than injure others, fhut 
out their fellow-creatures from that which they themfelves will 
not ufe, and, while they fuffer millions of the riched acres in the 
univerfe' to be untilled, and fpend their fwcetncfs in the defert air, 
with wicked jealoufy, and envy more than diabolical, begrudge to 
others the little fpot on which they fland, and ebafe them as they 
would a ravening tiger from their country. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 


As we advanced towards the fouthward and eaftward, in 
our way from Diarbekcr towards Bagdad, I found the air became fen- 
fibly warmer, and obferved that the difpofition of the people grew 
more and more brutal. My guide’s conduit (for he knew them 
well) became proportionately artful, and my manners were of courfe 
to grow fo much the humbler. I obferved, however, that his authority 
continued the fame, and that he feemed to exert it with greater rigour ; 
not in feverity or chaftifement, but in exading implicit obedience. 
Yet ftill he evidently aded with great caution and circumfpedion ; 
for, in fome diftrids, he either avoided the little villages by a circui- 
tous route, or dafhed through them at a very quick pace, while the 
gaping multitude confidered us as on a difpatch of haftc and import- 
ance— in others, he entered the towns without referve, and left it to 
chance to decide whether we fhould be difeovered or not. At fomc 
caravanferas he treated me with affeded negligence, at others he 
made me eat with him and drink wine, of which, in fome places, 
he himfelf drank copioufly, and at others as fcrupuloufly refrained 
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from. And fometimes we lay at night out in the open air, rather 
than enter a town ; on which occafions I found the weather as 
piercing cold as it was diftrefsfully hot in the day time. P ed, as 
the man was, a mixture of Have and tyrant, I can fuppofe fome parts 
of this conduct to arife from caprice ; but as he was naturally kind, 
as many of thole aberrations from the ufual mode of travelling were 
attended with hardlhip and inconvenience to himfelf, and as my 
frrvant and the other Tartar were clearly of opinion he was right, 
l am rather difpofed to believe that he, on the whole, afted from 
principles oybund fcnfe and policy. 

He frequently advifed me againft indulging in laughter ; laid it 
was unmanly, indecorous, inconfiftent with the gravity becoming a 
wife man, and withal dangerous. 

One evening we came to a caravanfera much fatigued, the day 
being extremely hot, and we having rode very hard -whether it was 
caprice or fatigue, or the fuggeftion of policy that moved him, I 
cannot fay, but he certainly was more difpofed to play the tyrant than I 
had ever before feen him. He flogged the men who took the liorfes, 
kicked every one he met, made the houfe ring with his enormous 
voice ; directed fupper to be got ready, ate growling, and finding 
fault with everything; and under pretence of difliking the ingre- 
dients of an excellent pillaw, handed it over to me, faying, Here, 
Jimmel (the name he called me), here, take this filth, and cram it 

down thy coarfe throat, it is only fit for a Frank— I took it with the 
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heft air of humility I could alfume ; and tearing the meat with my 
lingers, which I alfo ufed inftead of a fpoori to eat the rice, fwal- 
lowed it eagerly ; he watching me all the time attentively. When I 
had finilhed it, I gave him a hint in the Frank language, that I lhould 
like to walh it down with fome wine ; but he did not, or rather 
would not, underftand me. 

Slipper done, he ordered a fervant to attend him with fome 
water, and directed him to walh his feet ; while that operation was 
performing, he continued menacing every one about him. My 
fervant, who fat next me and behind him, interpreted^very thing 
he faid. “ Yes, ye Haves,” faid he, as he lolled back upon his 
cufliion, “ yes, I will make the beft of you wafii my feet; for who 
Hi all refufe to walh the feet of him, who reprefents the Sultan of 
the World, the Son of Mahomet, the Melfenger of the Lord?” The 
poor fellow proceeded in his humble office, and only interrupted 
him by faying, “ Blelfed be my Lord the Sultan, and glory be to the 
Lord our Cod, and Mahomet his Prophet.” — “ Yes, yes,” continued 
my Tartar, “ blefs God and the Prophet, and pray for his fervant 
our Sultan, and all who reprefent him like me, that Haves of your 
defeription arc permitted to live : nay, thou lhalt wafli this Frank’s 
feet:” then, turning to me with an air of magifterial tendernefs, 
“ Jimmel,” faid he, “ hold forth thy feet, and let them be waflied by 
this difciple of Ali — I fay, hold forth thy feet.” 

Scarcely able to refrain from laughter at this Bombardinian of 

the 



( 103 ) 

the Eaft, and his pompous manner of iffuing his orders, 1 drew up 
my trowfers and took off my boots— the man brought frelh water, and 
fell to rubbing my feet with great good will and humility ; yet evi- 
dently felt fo much hurt at the humiliation, that I was forry for it, 
and would rather have difpenfed with the walhing, though it was a 
luxury. 

In the midft of this operation, the Tartar, who was reclining on 
his cufliion, fmoking, rofe up, and ftalking two or three times acrofs 
the room, with the moft ludicrous air of felf-conceit and importance, 
took his tobacco pipe from his mouth, brandilhed it in oftentatious 
parade, and in the tone and manner rather of one that was raving 
than of a man in his l'ober fenfes, burlt out with an emphatical ex- 
preffiorf of fatisfadion, and faid, “ This it is to be proteded by a 
great man : Muffulmen falam to him and wafh his feet.” 

The extravagance of this fentiment, the abfurdity of its applica- 
tion, and the confequential folemnity of his adion and countenance 
while he fpoke, altogether rulhed upon me with fuch impetuous 
force, that I could not refill: it, and, in fpite of every effort to reltrain 
myl'elf, burfl: into an immoderate fit of laughter. 

Had I the pencil of Hogarth, the pen of Shakefpeare, or the 
powers of a Garrick, I might attempt to give fome idea of his coun- 
tenance, when, turning, he beheld me convulfed with laughter. I 
might attempt it, I fay, but I could not do it juftice. Such a combi- 
nation of ludicrous expreffion I never beheld ; it was indeed an 
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epitome of all the lower order of human pafTions. Fury predomi- 
nated, but it was rilihlc fury — it was fury that rather grinned than 
frowned ; though under if were to he feen fhamc and mortification, 
forrow and refentment, pride and degradation, filiy baflifulnefs and 
decayed importance. For fbme time he flood transfixed to the fpot, 
his eyes gliftening like thofe of a rat in a trap; his pointed whifkers 
moving with the contortions of his lips, and his mouth every now 
and then opening like the beak of a wounded hawk. To utter his 
fenfations he was unable ; and he continued in this flate, not only 
till my laughter was abated, but till I had time to refled: and be 
fcrioufly concerned. 

At length, without faying a fentence, he wheeled about, threw off 
his flippers, drew on his boots, vociferated till he brought all the 
people of the caravanfera about him, and ordered horfes to be ready 
inftantly. As orders from lucli a perfon were not likely to be dii- 
obeyed, the horfes were got ready. I law that I mull cither proceed, 
or come to an open rupture with him ; fo recollecting that I was 
myfelf in fault, that a difpute might be fatal, and that at all events 
it was only the humour of the moment, I drew on my boots too, 
and was ready to go, though I was much fitter for a twelve hours’ 
nap than for an hour’s travelling on horfeback. 

We mounted immediately, and it was my good fortune to have 
the belt horfe. He fet out upon the gallop, the moon Aiming as 
bright almoft as day ; I put forward my horfe, and kept rather before 
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him^which vexed him To, that he beat the poor animal he rode on 
moft unmercifully. At length, after about eight or ten miles riding, 
he called a halt — difmounted, and faid he would reft there all night. 
I faw it was all refentment : but knowing that it would be in vain to 
remondrate, I difmounted too ; and, judging that the bed way to 
mortify him in return, was to comply with afie&ed approbation, 
turned to my fervant and told him (knowing that it would go from 
him to the Tartar) that I was delighted with the beauty of the night ; 
remarking at the fame time, that lying in the fweet falubrious air 
was far preferable to being confined in the lultry filth of a cara- 
vanfera. 

As foon as this was communicated to the Tartar, he remarked, 
that the open air was the fitted place for the beads of the fored, and 
therefore fuitable to a Frank ; but for his part, he would much rather 
repofe on a culhion, which he Ihoukl have clone, had it not been for 
my accurfed rifiblc faculties. 

Here the conversion reded, and wc fell afleep. In a few hours 
lie awoke us, and we fet forward : after fome paufe, he began in the 
following manner, which was interpreted to me, as he fpokc, by my 
fervant : 

*“ Surely God made laughter for the derifion and lhamc of 
mankind, and gave it to the Franks and the monkies ; for the one 
ha, ha, ha’s, and the other he, he, he’s, and both are malicious, 

* 0 mifehievous, 



( 106 ) 

mifchicvous, and good for nothing but to fret and tantalize all that 
come acrofs them.” 

Here he pauled, as waiting for fomething to be faid : however, I 
remained iilvnt. At length, he continued: “ Not but that, with all their 
laughter, they have the wifdom to take fpecial care of themfelves ; 
for half a dozen monkies will he, he, he, and empty a whole orchard 
of its fruit in the reckoning of a hundred ; and a Frank will ha, 
ha, ha, and cat you up pillaws and poultry like a wolf, and drink 
up wine with the fame moderation that a camel drinks up water.” 

I thought I fhould have choked with fmothered laughter : I 
would not however interrupt him, and fo contrived to keep it to 
myfelf : he proceeded to apothegmatife : 

“ But with all their he, he, he’s, and ha, ha, ha’s, it fome- 
times turns out that they are caught : the monkey is feized in a trap, 
and caged or knocked in the head, and the Frank is put in jail, and 
baftinadoed or hanged ; and then the tune is changed, and it is 
Oh, ho, ho !” Here he began to mimic crying fo admirably, and at 
the fame time fo ridiculoufly, that I burft out laughing again. 

“ Obferve, Jimmel,” faid he haftily, “ obferve ! you can’t refrain ! 
But by our holy Prophet,” faid he ferioufly, “ it may end as I faid : 
fo look to yourfelf, and avoid laughter in caravanferas, or we part ; 
for there arc places, and that was one of them laft night, where fufpi- 
cion would ruin you. And if you loft your life, what lhould I fay 
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for myfeif on my return to Aleppo ? Eh, what Ihould 1 lay for myfelf? 
Ha, ha, ha ! would not do. No, no, they would not believe it, and 
I Qiould lofe my charader." 

“ Why, don’t you laugh yourfelf laid I. 

“ Very feldom, or rather never,’’ returned he ; “ at leaft I would 
not in time of danger. No, no, none but Chriftians and moukic# 
make a practice of laughing— Turks and Tartars are wifer.” I pro- 
mifed him, that I would in future take more care ; and, by way of 
appeafing him with a little flattery, faid, that be played his part fo 
admirably, it was impoflible to refill: the impulfe. But he anlwered, 
with a grave face, that his adion in that cafe Was of too ferious a 
nature to be made a fubjed of merriment and advifed me to 
believe it fo. 


LETTER XXXIX. 


THE folicitude of my guide for my lafety was the 
carnclluefs of a man of bufinefs zealous to difeharge with the 
utmoft punduality the duty he had undertaken ; and I inuft obferve 
to you, that the whole of his condud evinced a precifion and punc- 
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tuality of dealing rarely found in our intercourfe with mankind. Pre- 
vious to leaving Aleppo, he had undertaken to convey me fafe — he 
was, as you may already perceive, indefatigable and unremitting in 
his endeavours to do fo ; he had promifed to fupply me with food— fo 
he did, in the moft ample manner ; he promifed to go as I pleafed* 
faft or flow— fo he did ; he promifed to change horles with me, as 
often as I thought proper to defire— he did fo. But beyond this, he 
feemed to carry his care of me no farther than to any bale of goods 
lie might have in his charge. He was bound to deliver me fafe, in 
good order and condition, at Bagdad : lb much he was determined 
to do, and no more did he think of. I had got letters to the 
Balhaws of fome of fhe towns through which we were to pafs : but 
as the delivery of a letter is, according to the cuftom of that country, 
always accompanied with a prelent, 1 thought it better to decline 
delivering them, except when neceflity compelled:— though the flate 
of the country was fo unfettled, that we often had occafion for a 
guard. 

As foon as the remembrance of the laughing affair was a little 
decayed, the Tartar began to relax into good humour, and to talk 
with Ills ufual vehemence ; for he was always, according to the flow 
of his fpirits, either fullcnly filent or extravagantly loquacious. His 
tongue might be confidered as a thermometer, by which the warmth 
or coldnefs of his temper might be calculated, and the extremes of 
garrulity and taciturnity 'were the indices. His convention, how- 
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ever, was very circumfcribed, and confifted chiefly of ftories of him- 
felf and his horfe, the amazing journeys he made, and the feats of 
manhood he performed. One circumftancc I muft in juftice men- 
tion, as I think it marks ftrongly the habitual delicacy and modefly 
of this people. Although he frequently lamented my banilhment 
from my family, and although we were for eighteen days continually 
converfing on a variety of occafions that might lead to the fubjed, 
he never once talked of women ; never, in all his pity for my fitua- 
tion, glanced even remotely at the poffibility of my getting a l'ubfti- 
tute in that way ; never hinted that he thought of them himfelf. On 
feeing women coming to the wells, they reminded me of fome of 
the ftories in the Old Teftament. I mentioned it, but it went no 
farther; for whenever the fubjed was ftartcd, he threw cold water 
on it. 

That he conceived me to be in fome refpeds a parcel of property, 

I have good reafon to believe : for I obferved that at fome caravan- 
feras the people colleded round me, and regarded me with ftroug 
fymptoms of furprife and pity; fome viewed me with commilera- 
tion, fome with contempt ; but not one creature, however wretched 
or abjed, feemed to envy my fituation. 

. I was the more confirmed in this opinion by an incident that 
happened between Diarbeker and Moful. One morning I was unu- 
fually overcome with the fatigues of the preceding day : the Tartar 
called me, fummoned me to horfe; and finding that I gave no anfwer, 
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nor f he wed any token of awaking, he lifted me iri his arms bodily 
from my couch' (fuch was his ftrength that he did it without any 
difficulty), carried me out without the lead ceremony, and, before I 
was fo completely awake as to be fenfiblc of my fituation, had me 

fixed upon a horle ready to depart. - - / - 

A tranfaCtion fo very fingular, you may well conclude, furprifed 
n ,j. a f the time, and would not readily be forgotten : fuch a crowd 
of Orange, confufed, and incongruous thoughts and fenlations as 
occurred to me, I never before experienced : they were painful, they 
avere furprifing but I was in fuch a date that I could not afterwards 
analylc them. The chief reflexion that arofe from it was, that 
human fentiment mud be in a deplorable date of degradation indeed, 
when fuch a circumdance could occur from the notion that a man 
was as much an affict or piece of property, could be transferred by 
the fame means, and moved in the fame unfeeling manner, as any 
portion of inert matter that makes up a bale of merchandize. Of 
the truth of this pofition I had foon after a melancholy proof, in an 
incident which, though lamentable, was attended with fuch ludicrous 
circumdances, that even now I never think of it without fmiling— 
finding, as I did then, with a heart bleeding with pity. 

One morning I was awakened before day-break with a bildle in 
the caravanfera where we lodged. I conjectured that the Tartar was 
preparing to get forward, and rofe in order to lole no time. I was 
fo far right in my conjectures : the horfes were ready, and I came 
6 out 
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out to mount, and was very much furprifed to perceive feveral horfes 
before me loaded with fomething which flood ered from their 
backs, and which I had barely light to difcern were not men. I 
concluded that they were bales of merchandize packed in a particu- 
lar form, and alked no queftions till full day-light difclofed to me 
that they were human creatures tied up in facks, and faftencd aflride 
on the horfes’ backs. There was a flrange union of horror and oddity 
in the conception, that ftruck me at once with a mixed emotion of 
indignation, pity, and mirth. — The former however got the better, 
and I alked my fervant with fome warmth what it meant. — He faid 
that the facks contained fome young women whom the Tartar had 
bought. — “ Good God !” faid I, “ is it poflible that he can have 
bought' wretched females to treat them with fo little tendernefs ?” 
“ He has bought them,” returned my fervant, “ in the way of traffic, 
not for pleaflire.” 

“ Suppofe he has,” faid I, “ fuppofe even they were men, not 
to mention young women, how can he imagine that they will fur- 
vive this ? Tied up and fweltered in a lack— fattened crofs-legs on a 
horfe, and driven at i'uch an amazing rate (for by this time we had 
let forward, and another Tartar was whipping the horfes up all the 
time, and driving them on)— how is it poflible they can furvive ? 
They muft be fmothered —they muft be fluttered to pieces — they mull 
be ftripped, excoriated, and tortured to death !” 

“ If I might prefume to advife,” faid he, “ I would fay that 

you 



( »»» ) 


you had better make no remarks upon it : it would only get them 
perhaps worfe treated, and raife his anger againft you.” 

To conclude, I took his advice, and kept iAy mind to myfelf. 
The Unfortunate women were in this manner carried fifty miles, at 
the end of which their tender-hearted purchafer difpofed of them in 
fome way of keeping till his return ; when I fuppofe they were to 
be carried back in facks aftride upon horfes, all the way to Aleppo, 
there to be fold to the higheft bidder. 

To us, my Frederick, who live in a country where an hour’s 
detention in a houfe againft our will is punifhed as unlawful im- 
prifonment, and who feel and value the rich treafure of liberty 
above all earthly bleffings, the bare idea of flavery appears horri- 
ble ; when the miferies of flavery arc fliarpened by cruelty, our 
indignation burns at the offence : but luch a complicated piece of 
enormity as that I have mentioned, almoft tranfeends belief, and 
indignation is loft in amazement. There are but few men, even in our 
bracing climate, whom fifty miles riding would not fhake to pieces, 
and torture almoft to death. No woman would think of it. But 
when to that is fuperadded, firft the compulfion — then the forry and 
at belt painful equipage of the horfes— the tender perfons, unaccuf- 
tomed to riding, of the women — the fmothering heat of the fack-*- 
and above all the horrid climate, burning with an almoft vertical 
heat (vertical at leaft compared with our oblique fun) — it will be 
allowed to be a wonder, almoft approaching to a miracle, that they 
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furvived one half of their journey. The wonder-working hand of 
Omnipotence alone could bring them through it ; and when I alked 
in the evening whether they were dying or dead, and was told that 
they were not only alive but in per feci health, I could not help re- 
peating that mod beautiful expreffion put into the mouth of Maria 
by the inimitable Sterne, “ God tempers the wind to the fide of the 
Ihorn lamb.” 

This affair tended to prejudice me flrongly ngainft my Tartar 
guide, and I was for feme time that I could not look upon him with- 
out horror : but at length my refentment abated ; and reafon, refum- 
ing her feat of cool deciiion, told me, that though it was a crime and a 
grievous one, he was not fo rcfponlible for it as thofe who, knowing 
better, authorifed it by their concurrence, gave it the function of law, 
'and made it familiarly praftifed ; he only did that which lie had been 
even from his mother’s bread inllruCtcd to do, and Ihouli! therefore 
not be judged by thofe rules which a Briton would lay down for the 
government of fuch cafes. 

A Briton ! — Hold ! Have I not now been uttering a mod fevere 
fatirc upon the Britifh Nation ? Yes ! imputing to men a virtue which 
they want, is the word kind of fatirc — I meant it not at the time, 
but will not retratt what I have written — Britons deferve the lafli of 
fiitire ! They deferve a worle lafh : for the traffic in human bodies 
dill dands a bloody brand of infamy on her great National Councils. 
Their brothers’ blood ! the blood of millions of murdered Africans, 
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like that of Abel, cries to Heaven againft them, and will pot, t 
fear, cry in vain. 

Great God! — What a horrible, thought ! — what an indelible 
ftigma ! tliAt a Legiflator (hall, in tire cold blood of commerce, make 
a calculation of the probable profit upon human lives — put commer- 
cial expediency in the balance againft murder — and make convenience 
the excufe for crime ! — Why, the robber may do fo 1— But lhall 
Britons, generous Britons, who boaftful claim precedence of the 
world in freedom, humanity, and juftice — lhall they look on and fee 
inferior nations fpuming from them with horror the debafing traffic ; 
and ftimulated by avarice, or milled by wicked policy, retain the blot 
that other States have wiped away, and live at once the curfe of one 
part, and the fcorn of the reft of mankind ?— Forbid it Mercy ! 
Forbid it Heaven ! — And oh ! may that virtuous man, who, difdain- 
ing the malignant taunts of the bafe and interefted, boldly fteps 
forth the advocate of man and of his country, and feffion after 
feffion fprings from the couch of repofe which opulence prefents 
him, to break the fetters and the fcourges which improbity and 
avarice have forged for our fellow creatures — may he fucceed and 
hear down all his oppofers ! and may the juftice of his country 
make his triumph and his glory as certain and complete here,* as 
the juftice of that Being, under whofe direction he ads, will doubt- 
lefs make them hereafter ! 
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LETTER XL. 


From the confulerations I have already pretty fully men- 
tioned, my mind was by no means at eafe. The inccflant travelling 
for fo many days, at the rate of feventy-five miles a day, to be con- 
tinued I knew not how long, increafcd my anxiety : and the apprc- 
henfions of accident, interruption, and above ali licknefs, intercepting 
me on my way, haunted my imagination with all its terrors. I was 
befides approaching fall to that region where the winds flrike all 
living things that draw them in inftantly dead : and conceiving that 
the more expeditious I was in getting over the journey, the greater 
chance I had of efcaping thofe mifchiefs ; I pullied heartily forward, 
and urged the Tartar till he at laft exprelfed his aftonilhment and 
approbation ; paid me the compliment to lay, that I was almoft equal 
to himfelf for enduring fatigue ; and concluded with a very fagacious 
farmife, that in all probability I had been myfelf a carrier of dis- 
patches among the Frank Governments. 

One day after we had rode about four miles from a caravanfcra, 
at which we had changed our cattle, 1 found that a moll execrably 
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bad horfe had fallen to my lot : he was ftiff, feeble, and foundered ; 
in confequence of which he Humbled very much, and I every 
minute expected that he would fall and roll over me. I therefore 
propofed to the guide to exchange with me ; a favour he had hitherto 
never refufed, and for which I was the more anxious, as the bead; 
he rode was of the very beft kind. To my utter aftonilhment he 
peremptorily refufed : and as this had been a day of unufual tacitur- 
nity on his part, I attributed his refufal to pecvilhncfs and ill temper, 
and was refolved no't to let the matter reft there. I therefore defired 
the interpreter to inform him, that as he had at Aleppo agreed to 
change horfes with me as often as I pleafed, I fhould coniider our 
agreement infringed upon if he did not comply, and would write to 
the Conful at Aleppo to that effedl. 

As foon as this was conveyed to him, he feemed ftrongly agitated 
by anger ; yet endeavoured to conceal his emotions under affedted 
contempt and derifion, which produced from him one of the moft 
lingular grins that ever yet marred the human phyfiognomy. At 
length he broke forth : 

“ You will write to Aleppo, will you? Foolilh Frank ! they will 
not believe you ! By Mahomet, it would be well done to hear the com- 
plaint of a wandering Frank againft Haffan Artaz — Haflan the faith- 
ful and the juft, who for ten years and more has been the meffenger 
of an Emperor, and the friend and confidant of Cadis, Balhaws, 
and Viceroys, and never yet was called fo much as liar ! Who, think 
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you, poor mifguided one ! who, think you, would believe that I 
broke my promife ?” 

“ Why do you not then,” Paid I, interrupting him, “ why do 
you not perform it by changing horfes, when you are convinced in 
your confcience (if you have any) that it was part of your agree- 
ment ?” — “ Once for all I tell you,” interrupted he, “ I will not give 
up this horfe. There is not,” laid he gafconadingly, “ there is not a 
Muflulman that ever wore a beard, not to talk of a wretched Frank, 
that fliould get this horfe from under me ; 1 would not yield him to the 
Commander of the Faithful this minute, were he in your place : I 
would not,- 1 tell you, Frank— and I have my own reafons for it.” 

“ I dare fay you have,” returned I ; “ love of your eafe, and 
fear of your bones.” 

At hearing this, he grew quite outrageous— called Mahomet 
and Alla to witnefs that he did not know what it was to fear any 
thing — declared that he was convinced fome infernal fpirit had that 
day got pofleflion of me — and indeed feemed well difpofed to go 
to logger-heads. At length obferving that I looked at him with 
fneering contemptuous defiance, he rode up along fide of me— I 
thought it was to ftrike, and prepared to defend myfelf. I was how- 
ever miftaken ; he fnatched the reins out of my hand, and caught 
hold of them collected clofe at the horfe’s jaw ; then fell flogging 
my horfe and fpurring his own, till he got them both into full fpeed; 
nor did he flop there, but continued to belabour mine with his whip, 
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and to fpur his own, driving headlong over every impediment that 
came in our way, till I really thought he had run mad, or defigned 
to kill me. Several times I was on the point of finking him with 
my whip, in order to knock him oil" his horfe — but as often pa- 
tience providentially came in to my afhftance, and whifpered to me 
to forbear and lee it out. Mean time I confulered myfelf as being in 
fome danger ; and yet fuch was the power he had over the cattle, 
that I found it impoffible to flop him : fo refigning the event to the 
dire&ion of Providence, I fuffered him without a further effort to 
proceed ; I calling him every opprobrious name I could think of in 
lingua Franca, and he grinning, and calling me Dumus, Jihalh, 
Burhl (i. e. hog, afs, mule), in rapid and impetuous vehemence of 
tone and utterance. 

He continued this for a length of I dare fay fome miles, over 
an uncultivated tra£l, here and there interfered with channels formed 
by rills of water in the periodical rains ; thickly fet with low furze, 
ferns, and other dwarf bufhes, and broken up and down into little 
hills. His horfe carried him clean over all : and though mine was 
every minute Humbling and nearly down, yet with a dexterity in- 
cxpreflible, and a vigour altogether amazing, he kept him up by 
the bridle, and 1 may fay carried him gallantly over every thing. 
I was aflonifhed very much at all this, and towards the end as much 
plealed as aflonifhed $ which he perceiving, cried out frequently 
and triumphantly, “ 0, la Frangi ! Heli ! Iicli ! Frangi !” and at 
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at laft drawing in the horfes, Hopping fliort, and looking me full 
in the face, exclaimed in lingua Franca, “ Que dice, Frangi — Que 
dice ?” 

* For fome time I was incapable of making him any anfwer, but 
continued furveying him from head to foot as the molt extraordinary 
favage I had ever beheld ; while he ftroked his whilkers with great 
'felf-complacency and compofure, and nodded his head every now 
and then, as much as to fay, Ay, ay, it is fo ! look at me ! am 
not I a very capital fellow ? — “ A capital fellow indeed you are,” 
faid I, “ but I wi£h I was well out of your confounded clutches.” 

We alighted on the brow of a fmall hill, whence was to be leen 
a full and uninterrupted profpedt of the country all round. The 
interpreter coming up, he called to him an&dcfired him to explain 
to me carefully the meaning of what he was about to fay ; which I 
will give you as nearly as I can in his own words, as they were 
tranllated by the Linguift: 

“ You fee thofc mountains yonder,” faid he, pointing to the 
Pah; “ thofe arc in the province of Kurdcjlan , inhabited by a vile race 
of robbers called Jefides, who pay homage to a God of their own 
called Jeiid (Jefus), and worlhip the Devil from fear. They live by 
plunder, and often delcend from thofe mountains, crofs the Tigris 
which runs between them and us, and plunder and ravage this country 
in bands of great number and formidable tlrength, carrying away 
into flavery all they can catch, and killing all who refift them. This 
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country therefore, for fomc diftance round us, is very dangerous to 
travellers, whofe only fafety lies in flight. Now it was our misfor- 
tune this morning to get a very bad horfe, for which, pleafc Alla 
(ftroking his whifkers), fome one fhall receive the baftinado. 
Should we meet with a band of thofe Curds, what could we do but 
fly ? And if you, Frangi, rode this horfe, and I that, we could never 
cfcape : for I doubt you could not keep him up from falling under 
me, as I did under you: I fhould therefore come down and be 
taken — you would lofe your guide, and mifs your way, and all of 
us be undone. Befides,” continued he, “ there are many villages here 
where people live, who, if they only fufpedted you were a Frank, 
would follow and facrifice you if they could to Mahomjet, and 
where of courfc you mull run for it.” 

As foon as the interpreter had explained this to me, “ Well,” 
continued the Tartar, “ what does he fay now to it?” Then turning 
to me, and tolling up his head — “ Quc dice, Frangi ?’’ 

“ Why, I fiiy,” returned 1, “ that you have fpoken good fenfe 
and found reafon ; and I am obliged to you.” 

This, when interpreted fully, operated mod pleafingly upon him ; 
his features relaxed into a broad look of fatisfa&ion, and he faid : — 
“ I will do every thing I can to make you eafy and contented : 
and when I am obfiinatc, don’t refill - for be allured I have reafon 
for it ; and above all things avoid laughing in my prefence. But 
we fhall reach Moful by and by, and probably then we may have no 
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more rides.” For I expected to get down the river Tigris from Moful 
to Bagdad, and had told him fo, and he encouraged me with the ex- 
pectation. 

That night we came to a caravanfera which lay at fomc diftance 
from a village. Here the Tartar, plcafed with himfelf for the conduct 
of the day, and pleai'cd with me for my approbation of it, ordered 
a mod admirable fupper ; and not only, as was very common with 
him, rejeded the belt dith in order to pretent it to me, but alfo fe- 
leCted for me the choicetl bits of thofe upon the tabic. He then 
ordered wine, obferving that the fatigue of a Government Metfenger 
demanded indulgence ; and ufing a falvo of my fuggeftion on a for- 
mer occafion, viz. that the Prophet would not be offended with 
travellers more than with the lick for taking it as it were medici- 
nally. 

We accordingly had wine, and admirable it was, though by no 
means equal to that we drank at the city of Diarbekcr. I took little 
however, and the Tartar was much furprifed at my abftemioufnefs ; 
remarking, that he never faw a Frank before that was not a down- 
right hog when he got the cup to his lips. My taking it in fraall 
portions, while he drank it as we do table beer, particularly atlonithed 
him. Before lie lay down on his couch, he gave orders for horfes, 
threatening the people with fevere caftigation if they gave bad ones ; 
holding up as an example the perfon that gave us the {tumbling 
horfe that day, who he declared thould be baftinadoed as foon as he 
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returned, if there was a Cadi within ten leagues of him ; and I dare 
to fay that he kept his word moft religioufly. 

The next morning we had excellent cattle ; fear produced wonders 
among them, and we fet forward juft as the fun rofe. As we en- 
tered the firft village, I was fomewhat alarmed by perceiving my 
guide draw up his horfe— deliberate— mutter to himfelf— and feem 
rather uneafy while he viewed a crowd that was up the ftreet before 
us ; fome of whom I perceived to be agitated with fome extraordinary 
motions of the body, while one man flood in the middle, rolling 
his body into a variety of ftrange contortions. — The Tartar, for a 
minute or two, feemed to be debating within himfelf whether he 
ihould proceed or turn about : at length putting me on his left hand, 
lie fet forward at full fpeed, leaving the crowd on his right, who, 
feeing the rapidity of our pace, flew on one fide, and let us pafs. 
We foon however heard fhouting behind us, and could hear plainly 
the words “Ghiaour! Frangi Cucu !” and looking back, perceived 
fevcral ragged men like favages purfuing us, lifting ftones occafion- 
ally, and cafting them after us with all their might. The fpeed of 
our horfes at laft got us out of both fight and hearing ; and I plainly 
perceived, and was for the firft time convinced, that my guide’s con- 
duct was directed by found fenfe, fpirit, good faith, and integrity* 
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LETTER XLI. 


THE extraordinary occurrence which I mentioned in my 
laft letter required explanation, and my Tartar friend was not back- 
ward in giving it ; for he loved exceedingly to hear himfelf talk, and, 
on any fubjeft within the compafs of his knowledge, was fhrcwd, 
perfpicuous, and even naturally eloquent : he had moreover on that 
occafion a&ed the part of a fkilful general ; and as I applauded his 
prudence and addrefs, he was extremely kind and communicative, 
and gave me a full account of that affair, his motives, his deliberations, 
and the urgency of the cafe; and, in fliort, every thing that could 
elucidate the circumftance, or aggrandize his own importance. It 
would be a pity to take it out of his own words : I (ball therefore 
relate them to you, as I had them through the medium of our Lin- 
guift, for they made an impreffion on my memory not eafily to be 
erafed. 

“ You mull know,” laid he, “ thar there are fpread over the 
face of this great and glorious empire a number of dervifes of dif- 
ferent kinds — men, who renounce the enjoyments and pleafurcs 
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of the world, to convcrfe with Mahomet and worlhip Alla. Some 
of thofe are very good men, indeed faints, and never do any thing 
bad j preaching and praying, without hurting any thing, even a rat 
or a fnake ; nay, they would not hurt a Chriftian. There arc others 
again, of whom I have heard our Balhaws and Effendis, and even 
the Maazeen, declare that they are forbid by the Koran ; and yet the 
common people (the lower fort you know have no fenl'e) reverence 
and worfliip them — they are called Santo?2s ; live by thcml'elves, 
fometimes under ground like rabbits, and fometimes in the thickets 
and woods. They go where they pleafe, take the bell feat in any 
man’s houfe, cram themfelves with meat and drink, and yet none 
refift them; for fome will not, and others dare not/ Nay, they 
often pollute women in the open ftreets— and they never let their 
eyes on a Chriftian or a Frank, that they will not kill, if polfiblc. 
For my part, I think that they ought to be hanged, every one of 
them that had a head to be hanged by— or rather flaked— for no 
puniftnnent is too great for them ; but I dare not fay fo in that 
town — if I did, I Ihould be ftoned to death by the rabble. 

“ As foon as I perceived the crowd, and the rafeals dancing, I 
knew that they were fantons, and was fure that they would flop us 
in order to extraft money from us ; in which cafe they would moft 
probably have difeovered you — for they have the eyes of the devil. 
Nothing then could fave your life ; the crowd would join them, and 
your brains would have been beat out with ftones- I had a mind 
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to turn back and go round the town, but that might have caufed fuf- 
picion, and got us perhaps intercepted ; To I determined to pulh by 
them boldly, which I did, you can teftify, like a brave man. You faw 
enough yourfelf, to convince you of the danger you have efcaped, 
and of my wifdom and valour ; let me therefore entreat you to be 
entirely guided by me, and above all things avoid that accurfed pro- 
penfity to laughter.” 

Since I firft formed the refolution of writing this account of my 
journey, I have been at fome pains to dip into the beft hiftories of 
that country, and I find that in every inftance my Tartar guide’s infor- 
mation was corred. Thofe fantons, as well as other dalles of dervifes 
and fheihs, travel about the country and levy contributions on the 
inhabitants : fome are really what they pretend to be, and are as 
pure and as pious as the monks of the primitive Ghriftian church ; 
but the fantons are monitors, who exift only by the barbarous cre- 
dulity and more than lavage ignorance of the lower order of the 
people— though reprobated, and indeed execrated, by the better fort 
of Turks. They affed to be dementated (which with the Maho- 
medans is the greateft mark of fandity), and under cover of that 
madnefs commit every excels and enormity, not merely with impu- 
nity, but with applaufe. Such is the melancholy ftate of degradation, 
to which the weight of fuperftition’s chains bends the mind of man ! 
It is not long fince I had a very plealing difeuffion of this extraor- 
dinary fubjed, with a gentleman of my acquaintance, for whofe 
\ 
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veracity I have great refpedt. Superftition and credulity very natu- 
rally led to a confideration of the Turkifh religion, and I expreffed 
my fatisfadion, that the worft excrefcences of the Chriftian fchifms 
could not be compared with the Turkifh faith in their dervifes. He 
laid, that he agreed it did not go quite the length of the fantons ; but 
he related to me a converfation between him and a Roman catholic, 
not more than twenty-four miles from the enlightened city of 
Dublin, which furprifed me much. 

“ I was,” faid he, “ when a youth, very free in cenfuring all 
religions, and chiefly Popery ; for, being bred among Roman catho- 
lics, I had the greater opportunity of feeing their abfurditics, which 
I treafured up as fo much gain, without ever taking into account 
their many virtues, of which they have their fhare. One day I was 

on a party of pleafurc, at a place called , and in prefence 

of a poor country fellow ridiculed the priefthood, attributing to them 
many vices, and particularly fornication and adultery. The man 
refilled me, and declared it was impoflible. Then I fuppofe, 
faid I, if a prieft and a woman w r erc locked up in a room together 
for a year, and the woman in a week after coming forth was brought 
to bed of a child, you would not believe it to be the prieft’s. Nc, 
faid he, I would not. Then how came the child ? I don’t know, 
replied he — any way but by him. In fhort, he would believe it . 
felf-imprcgnation, or preternatural vifitation, rather than allow a 
prieft to be capable of fornication.” 
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“ But,” faid I, “ you fuppofed a cafe— if the fellow was fhrewd 
enough to fay, no fuch cafe could at all happen, he would have put 
you down ; that was what he meant, though he knew not how to 
go about expreffing it.” 

The difficulties and hazards of the journey, which feemcd to 
thicken upon us as we advanced, made me pant for a fpeedy conclu- 
fion to it ; and the adventure of the laft day opened more clearly to 
my view the dangers we had to encounter, which were flill likely to 
increafe as we got to the eaftward and fouthward, where the fury of 
bigotry raged without remorfe ; where the greater diftance from the 
feat of government made the populace more lawlefs, and the magi- 
flrate more corrupt and tyrannical ; where the total feclufion from 
all well ordered fociety rendered the manners barbarous ; where 
ftrangers were feldom feen, and when feen fleeced and perfe- 
cted ; and where particularly, I had reafon to believe, fcarcely any 
Englifhman had ever fet his foot ; and above all, where the very 
winds that blew were charged with deftrudion, and ' carried inftant 
death upon their wings. I therefore earneftly longed to reach 
Moful, where the probability was, I fhould get at leaft the mose 
comfortable and commodious conveyance of water carriage, and 
where I might refrefh myfelf completely, after the fatigues of fo 
many days journey ; and, if there was occafion, claim a guard and 
protection, having along with me a letter to the Bafhaw, which I 
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might withhold or deliver, juft as beft fuited my inclination or con- 
venience. 

I could not help viewing with a fad and melancholy eye my 
prefent ftate; wandering, I may fay alone, unaccommodated and 
wretched, through an inhofpitable region, and more inhofpitnble 
people ; where danger befet me in a thoul'and forms, and every ftep 
I took, I took in hazard of my life ; and comparing it with thofc 
Icencs of opulence and comfort which I had once experienced, 
where every lawful wi(h met with its accom pliffiment ; where every 
neceflity was fupplied, and every difficulty obviated ; where tender 
love and attachment anticipated every defire, and foothed every care ; 
where the mutual endearments and reciprocal accommodations of 
tender relatives, wife, children, faithful friends, and kindly intimates 
gave a zeft to life, made me feel that my exiftence was of intereft to 
others as well as to myfelf, and communicated a confcious importance 
which the ifolated, folitary, felfifh man can never feel : I could not 
help looking back with grief and mortification, to think that I once 
poflefled thofe bleffings, and ffiould perhaps pofiefs them no more ; 
but, on the contrary, might periffi unknown, unheeded, and unla- 
mented, in an unknown corner of the wilds of an unknown hoftile 
country, without one friend to folace or to cheer me, or tell to thofe 
who loved or took lhare in my concerns, the place where I lay, or 
the particulars of my fate. 
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Nor in this difmal train of reflexions was Aleppo forgotten. 
It made the great connecting link between my former happinefs and 
prefent mifery ; it was, as it were, the door through which I palled 
when I took my lad farewell of comfort : when it clofed and Ihut 
me out, the profpeX was indeed gloomy ; nor did I after feel one 
happy fenfation, unlefs the convullive tranfports of a laugh, and the 
boifterous fleeting mirth arifing from the Angularities of my guide, 
which, as the furge raifed by the temped above its proper height 
lifts up the fluttered bark only to cad it on the beach and leave it 
fhipwrecked, elevated my fpirits for the moment beyond their proper 
pitch, to retire quickly, and leave them in the horrors of ten times 
deeper melancholy. 

Perceiving how much cad down I was, my friendly Tartar began 
to rally me : “ Jimmel,” faid he, “ the Santons have frightened 
you: — but don’t be afraid — ^Iassan Artaz is no boy: he can 
bring you through greater difficulties than thofe, fhould they befall 
us." 

“ But how comes it,” faid I, “ Haflan, that you, who have fo 
much power at the caraVanferas, have not power to refid thofe 
rafcally Santons, or the mobs of a village ?” 

. “ Why, as to the mob,” faid he, “ if I was by myfelf, or had 
only a true Believer with me, I would make them fly before me like 
the dud before the wind. As to the Santons, no one can refid them : 
the Great, who hate them, are obliged to fhew them refpcX : and the 
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Bafliaw of Aleppo, nay the Commander of the Faithful himfelf, could 
not fave you, if one of them called on the mob to Hone you, or 
tear you to pieces. However, be of good cheer ; for, pleafe Alla, I 
will deliver you fafe and found to the Coja at Bagdad : befides, we 
lhall very foon be at Moful, from whence we will go down by water, 
which will be very pleafant : and the chief danger then will be iu 
fair fighting, which is better than being cut off by Santons. — Should 
there be oceafion,” faid he, looking moll ferocioufly and brandilhing 
his whip — •“ fliould we be attacked by Curds or Robbers, you (hall 
fee — you lhall fee, Jiminel — Oh ! holy Prophet, haw I’ll fight 1” 


LETTER XLII. 


It was early in the evening when the pointed turrets 
of the city of Moful opened on our view, and communicated no 
very unpleafant fenfations to my heart. 1 found myfelf on ferip- 
ture ground ; and could not help feeling fome portion of the pride 
of the traveller, when I reflected that I was now within fight of 
Nineveh, renowned in holy writ. — The city is feated in a very 
barren fandy plain, on the banks of the river Tigris, embellifhed 
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with the united gifts of Pomona, Ceres, and Flora. The external 
view of the town is much in its favour, being encompafled with 
ftately walls of folid ftone, over which the fteeples or minarets of other 
lofty buildings are feen with increafed effect. Here I firft faw a 
large caravan encamped, halting on its inarch from the Gulph of 
Perfia to Armenia ; and it certainly made a molt noble appearance, 
filling the eye with a multitude of grand objefts, all uniting to form 
one magnificent whole. 

But though the outfide be fo beautiful, the infide is moil deteftable : 
the heat is fo intenfe,that in the middle of the day there is no ftir- 
ring out ; and even at night the walls of the houfes are fo heated by 
the day’s fun, as to produce a difagreeable heat to the body at a foot 
or even a yard diftance from them. H owever, I entered it with fpirits, 
becaufe I confidered it as the laft ftage of the word part of my pil- 
grimage. But, alas ! I was difappointed in my expe&ation ; for the 
Tigris was dried up by the intenfity of the heat, and an unufualiy 
long drought ; and I was obliged to take the matter with a patient 
flirug, and accommodate my mind to a journey onhorfeback, which, 
though not fo long as that I had already made, was likely to be 
equally dangerous, and which therefore demanded a full exertion 
of fortitude and refolution.— There are a thoufand latent energies ia 
every man; which only want the powerful voice of neceffity to call 
them out : and now drawn to the top of my bent, I prepared my 
mind to fet out in the morning, with as much cheerfulnefs as if the 
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hopes of wafer carriage to Bagdad had never once occurred to ray 
mind. 

It was ftill the hot feafon of the year, and we were to travel 
through that country, over which the horrid wind I have before 
mentioned fvveeps its confuming blafts : it is called by the Turks 
Samiel, is mentioned by holy Job Under the name of the Eaft Wind, 
and extends its ravages all the way from the extreme end of the 
Gulph of Cambaya up to Moful ; it carries along with it fleaks of 
fire, like threads of filk ; inftantly ftrikes dead thofc that breathe 
it, and confumes them inwardly to allies; the flelh foon becoming 
black as a coal, and dropping off from the bones. Philofophcrs con- 
sider it as a kind of eledtric fire, proceeding from the Sulphureous 
or nitrous exhalations which are kindled by the agitation of the 
winds. The only polfible means of efcape from its fatal effedts, is 
to fall flat on the ground, and thereby prevent the drawing it in : 
to do this, however, it is neceflary firlt to fee it, which is not always 
practicable. 

But befides this, the ordinary heat of the climate is extremely 
dangerous to the blood and lungs, and even to the Ikin, which it 
blitters and peels away from the flelh, affeCting the eyes lb much, 
that travellers are obliged to wear a tranfparent covering over them 
to keep the heat off. 

That night, Haffan faid, that as we muft proceed to Bagdad 
on horfeback, he would flay the next at Moful to refrelh us ; which 
3 I objected 
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I objc&ed to : he then {poke of the fucceeding part of the journey 
as a thing of nothing : we had already come near nine hundred 
miles, and had not above five to go : befides, as the weather was 
warmer, we would travel more in the night, and lie-by in the day- 
time, in places with which he was well acquainted. 

In fhort, the poor fellow feemed to take an intereft in my fafety, 
and to wilh to alleviate the pains of my mind ; and he always con- 
cluded with a rcmonftrance againft laughing, which from frequently 
hearing I now underftood even in his own language. — “ Don’t 
laugh, Jimmel, don’t laugh,” he would fay with great folemnity.— 
By the bye, I obferved, that when he was well difpofed to me, he 
always'called me Jimmel (a name which I prefume he conftrudted, 
with my fervant’s affiftancc, from the refemblance of found between 
Campbel and Camel, Jimmel being the Turkilh for that animal); 
and when angry, he called me Frangi, with all its gradations of 
Turkilh abufe, Dumus, Cucu, &c. 

That evening, as we fat in the caravanfera, a man entered and 
fpoke to Kalian, who feemed to pay great attention to what he was 
faying. He was a well made man — below the middle fize— and had 
that kind of countenance which befpeaks Ihrewdnefs, ingenuity, 
and mirth. At length he retired ; and foon after Haflan bid us rife 
and follow him : he went into a fort of public room, where a num- 
ber of people were collected, fitting as is the cuftom in coffee-houfes 
on low ftools. Haflan pointed to me to fit down, which I did : 
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then placing the Interpreter near us, he fat himfelf : and ftraight T 
perceived the little man, who had juft been fpcaking to him, ftep 
forth from the crowd and begin to pronounce a fort of prologue, 
which I neither underftood nor wilhed to underftand : it appeared 
from his cadences to be metrical, and feemed, by the little im- 
preflion it made on his auditors, to have nothing particular to 
recommend it. At length, however, he paul'ed, and, hemming 
feveral times to clear his pipes, began again to hold forth. “ He 
is going to tell a ftory,” faid the Interpreter. The attention of all 
was fixed upon him, and lie proceeded with a modulation of tones, 
a variety of aftion, and an energy of cxprellion, that I think I have 
never heard or feen excelled : his action indeed was fingularly 
admirable; and I could perceive that he was occafionally fpeaking 
in the tones of a man and a woman ; in which latter character he 
gave a picture of whining ludicrous diftrefs, that moved the rifiblc 
mufcles of all the company. I looked at Hafl'an, and he was grin- 
ning as merrily as could any monkey or Frank in Afia. The Lan- 
guid occafionally interpreted what the ftory-tcller was faying ; and 
I loon began to fufpedt that it was a ftory 1 had more than once read 
in the Arabian Nights, though altered, and in fome meafure drama- 
tized by the fpeakcr. 1 looked fcvcral times archly at Hafl'an, and 
he returned my glance, as much as to fay, You fee I don’t laugh at 
all this. At length, however, the orator came to a part where he 
was to mimic a poor little hunch-back (for I now difeovered it to 
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be the flory of little Hunchback) choking with a bone : he threw 
up his back ; fqueezed, till all the blood in his body feemed colletted 
in his face, his eyes rolled in their fockets, his knees knocked, he 
twilled and folded his body, putting his fore-lingcr and thumb into 
Ins throat, and pulling with all his might, as it to puli lonietliing out i 
at length he grew weaker, firetched his arms down, and his lingers 
back, like thofe of a perfon ftrangling— kicked, fell, quivered, and 
died. It is impoffible for any defeription to do juftice to the perfec- 
tion of his acting ; and what rendered it the more extraordinary was, 
that though it was a feene of death, and well ailed death, he conti- 
nued to render it fo ludicrous in circumftances, as to fufpend the 
audience between a laugh and cry. They did not remain long fo ; 
for he fuddenly bouneed up, and began the moll doleful lamentation 
of a woman, and exhibited fuch a feene of burlefquc dillrcfs as I 
never witnelfed. All burft out in torrents of laughter, Ilalfan as 
well as the reft — I alone remained purpofely ferious ; and the orator, 
according to cuftom, broke off in the middle of an interefting 
feene. 

When we returned to the caravanfcra, I rallied the Tartar on the 
fcore of his laughter : he growled, and laid, “ Who could avoid it ? 
Wiry did not you laugh as you were wont ?” — “ Bccaufe,” faid I, “ he 
did not ail as comically as you.” — “ No,” returned lie, “ but becaufc 
Franks and monkies only laugh for mifehief, and where they ought 
not. No, Jimmel, you will never fee me laugh at mifehief.” — “ What,” 
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laid I, “ not at a poor man’s being choked to death !” — “ Nay,” 
faid he, “ I feldom laugh, yet I could not avoid it then.” That 
very hour, however, a puppet-fhow was exhibited in the fame room, 
and my grave guide laughed till the tears ran down his cheeks, and 
his voice funk into a whining treble. Karnghnfc was certainly 
extravagantly comical, though filthy ; and frightened a Cadi with 
a whole troop of Jan diaries, by letting fly at them a fhot or two — 
a parte pojl 

The next day we fet out well mounted, and puflied on with 
renovated fpirits towards Bagdad. Haffan could no more have the 
alfurance to cenfure laughing ; and, as I was little diTpofed to do it 
in time of danger, we were likely to agree well In fhort, we began 
to like one another’s company ; and if I brought him to be a greater 
laugher than he ufed to be, he gave himfelf the credit of having 
made me much more ferious than I had been before — I profited by 
his inftru&ions. 

It would be an effort as idle and fruitlefs on my part, as unentcr- 
laining and uninterefting on yours, to attempt to give you a regular 
detail of our progrefs from Moful to Bagdad; the fame general 
cautions were obferved, with the fame occafional relaxations. Haf- 
fan fiill continued to treat me with a repetition of himfelf and his 
horfe, his own feats and his horfe’s feats ; to be filent when ill- 
tempered, and loquacious when gay ; to flog the attendants at the 
caravanferas ; order the bell horfes, and eat the beft victuals, and to 


give 



( '37 ) 


give me the belt of both ; and finally, we had our fallings out and 
fallings in again : but I had not the mortification of feeing any more 
women tied in facks on horfes’ backs* and excoriated with a ride of 
fifty miles a day. 

As we rode along we overtook feveral times ftraggling callendcrs, 
a kind of Mahomedan monks, who profefs poverty and great func- 
tity; they were drefled all in rags, covered with filth, carried a 
gourd, by way of bottle, for water — I prefume fometimes for wine 
too — and bore in their hands a long pole decorated with rags, and 
pieces of cloth of various colours. They are luppofed by the vulgar 
to have fupernatural powers : but Hafian, who feemed to have caught 
all his ideas from his betters, exprefled no fort of opinion of them ; 
he falamd to them, and gave them money, however. It was extra- 
ordinary enough, that they were all in one fiory — all were going on 
a pilgrimage to Mecca— or, as they call it, Hadje. 

As loon as ever we got out of their fight and hearing, I laflan fhook 
his head, and repeated <c Hadje, Hadje!” feveral times doubtingly, 
and grinned, as he was accuftomed to do when he was difpleafed, with- 
out being able to manifeft anger. “ Hadje !” lie would cry, u I Iadjc, 
Hadje!” I afked him what he meant; and he laid, that thefe fellows 
were no more going to Mecca than I was. “ I have a thoufand and a 
thoufand times,” faid he, a met Callenders on the road, and always 
found them facing towards Mecca. If I am going fouthward, J always 
overtake them ; if northward, I meet them; and all the time they are 
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going wherever their bufmefs carries them. I overtook,” continued 
he, “ one of them one day, and I gave him alms and pafl'cd him by ; 
he was coming, he faid, after me, towards Mecca : but I halted on 
purpofe for a day, and he never pafl'cd ; and a merchant arriving at 
the fame caravanfera informed me, he had met the very fame fellow 
four leagues farther northward ; who had anfwcred him with the 
fame dory, and dill had his face turned towards the fouth.” 

I’ifty years ago, no man in Turkey would have dared to hold this 
language ; but every day’s experience evinces that the light of realon 
fpreads its rays faft through the world — even through Turkey ; and 
furnifhes a wejl founded hope, that in another half century every 
monkilh impoftor (I mean real impollors), whether they be Maho- 
medan monks, or Chriftian monks, will be chafed from focietv, and 
forced to apply to honeft means for fubfiftence. 


K K D OF PART It. 



A 

JOURNEY TO INDIA, &c. 


PART III. 



A 


JOURNEY TO INDIA, &c. 


LETTER XLIII. 


After palling through an imtnenlc tratl of country, 
diftinguilhed by nothing that could fierve even as a circumftance 
to mark, and remember our daily journeys, but which I obferved 
to grow\^aifeftly worfe, both in foil and climate, as we proceeded 
Southward, we came in fight of the famous city of Bagdad, on 
the feventh day from that on which we left Moful, and on the 
eighteenth from that of my departure from Aleppo; in which 
eighteen days wc had rode fourteen hundred miles, partly through 

a route which no European, I have reafon to believe, ever took 

• 

before. 

On entering the city, I defired my guide to conduft me to the 
houfe of a Merchant, to whom I had got letters of credit and intro- 
du&ion. He took me accordingly through the windings of feveral 
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ftrects, and at laft flopped at the door of an Armenian Merchant, or 
Coja, where he made me alight, and cotne in. I was received with 
great politenefs ; and, on producing my letter* found that he was 
not the perfon to whom it was dire&ed : I accordingly made a 
fuitablc apology, and was for retiring to find the houfe of the 
proper perfon, for which purpofe the Armenian offered me a 
fervant, when, to my great aftonifhment, my Tartar interfered ; 
laid that it was to this Merchant he brought all his goods, and 
that I muft remain where I was ; at the fame time ordering the 
Armenian, in a peremptory tone, to take charge of me, and ule 
me well. It was in vain that the Armenian endeavoured to ex- 
plain to him the nature of the bulinefs, and that I infirted I muft 
go to the other Merchant — II ass an was peremptory, and de- 
clared that I fhould not. It was fo extremely outre and ridicu- 
lous, that I could not be angry ; and the good Armenian uniting 
his voice with that of the Tartar, and entreating me to favour 
him with my company, I acquiefced, and indeed remained in his 
houfe all the tiine.I was at Bagdad. This was proof politive, if 
any other than I already had was wanting, that he confidered me 
merely as a piece of merchandile, which he was bound (according 
to the language of Merchants) to deliver in good order and con- 
dition. 

I had undertaken, before leaving Aleppo, to give the guide, if 
he atted conformably to my willies, and behaved well, twenty 
pounds over and above the hundred provided by the agreement : I 
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therefore fent for him, to fettle finally, and part.' He hitd heard 
that 1 was a perfon different from what he had fuppofed me to be * 
but it did not alter his conduct, as might be expe&ed, or make 
him ftoop to cringing ; he ftill fpoke with the fame honeft, bold 
familiarity ; and when I gave him the promifed twenty pounds, 
he never hinted, cringed for, or even looked as if he expc&ed 
more : but when we came to part, the feelings he difclofed, and 
thofe I myfelf felt,, convinced me, that Man is not naturally that 
brute which prejudice has made him ; and, when left to its own 
operations, the human heart would be uniformly kindly, affedffion- 
ate, and fympathetic : the poor, rough, unpolilhed Turk, betrayed 
the ftrongeft marks of fallibility, and I mylblf once more felt the 
uneafinefs of parting. 

I think this is the proper place to give you my opinion of the 
Turks, while the recollection of honeft Hassan is frelh in my 
mind ; and I cannot do it better than by quoting the words of an 
excellent French Writer — 

“ The Turks (fays M. du Loir) are naturally a good people, 
“ which is not to be aferibed to the climate ; for the Greeks born 
“ in the fame climate have very different difpofitions, and retain 
“ .only the bad qualities of their anceftors, viz. roguery, treachery, 
“ and vanity. The Turks, on the contrary, priding themfclves 
“ on their integrity and modefty, are diftinguilhed in general by 
an open, ingenuous fimplicity of manners; courtiers only ex> 
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* cepted, who, in Turkey, as every where elfe, are the flaves of 
ambition and avarice.” 

The name of Bagdad has been fo renowned in Eaftern ftory, 
and is the fcene of fo many of thofe bewitching tales which we 
find tranflated, or pretended to be tranflated, from the Arabic and 
Perfian, that I felt great pleafure in feeing it, and conceived my- 
folf to be at the very fountain-head of marvellous adventure and 
romance. Fraught with this idea, I was impatient to go forth 
into the town ; and notwithfi anding the weather was beyond con- 
ception hot, I paraded a number of ftreets : but never did I, in 
the courfe of my life, fee a place fo calculated to bely the opinion 
one would form of it from the Eaftern tales. It appeared to me 
to be among the rnoft difagreeable cities of the world, and has no 
one circumftance that I could difeover to recommend it : the heat 
is fo great, that in the Summer-time the inhabitants are forced to 
keep their markets in the night, and to lie all night in the open 
air on the terraces of their houfes. 

The Armenian with whom I refided, did every thing in his 
power to render the place agreeable to me ; and I Ihall always re- 
tain a lively fenfe of his goodnefs and hofpitality : he was not only 
generous and polite, but weft informed, and pleafing in converfa- 
tion. I took occafion to exprefs to him the difappointment I felt 
at finding Bagdad fo very different from what I expedted ; and 
told him that I had, when a youth, learned to think highly of it. 
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or rather romantically, from reading Eaftern tales. This led to a- 
converfation on the Arabian Nights Entertainments, a copy of 
which he had in the Arabic, and produced it : he then Ihewed 
me, with great triumph, a French tranflation of them, printed at 
Paris, which he had read, and declared that the tranflation was 
nothing at all in comparifon with the original. I believe he was 
well qualified to judge, for he was a perfect matter of the French 
language. 

We talked of the Eaftern tale of the Glafs Man, who, in a re- 
verie, increafes his ftock till he gets fo rich as, in imagination, to 
marry the Cadi’s daughter, &c. &c. and in kicking his wife, kicks 
all his glafles about, and deftroys the whole of his vifionary for- 
tune. I'praifed the humour of it much — “ Sir,” laid he, “ there is 
nothing in it that may not be experienced frequently in aftual life : 
thofe waking dreams are the ufual concomitants of opium : a man 
who has accuftomed himfelf to the pernicious pratlice of eating 
opium, is conftantly fubject to them. I have, in the courfe of my 
time, found a thoufand of thofe dreamers holding forth in the ple- 
nitude of imaginary power. I have feen a common porter become 
Cadi, and order the baftinado. I have feen a wretched tailor raifed 
by* the effefls of opium to the office of Agaof the Janifiaries, de- 
pofing the Sultan, and ordering the bow-ftring to all about him. 
I have feen fome indulging in the blandifhments of love with Prirt- 
ceffes, and others wallowing in the wealth of Golconda. But the 
moft extraordinary vifionary of this kind I ever met wuth, was one 
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Who imagined himfelf traiiflated to Paradife, co-eqtnd to Mahomet, 
and fitting by the fide of that prophet, arguing with him in de- 
fence of the nfe of wine and opium: he argued moft ingenioufly, 
Jiftened in filence to the fuppofed arguments of his adverfary, an- 
swered them, replied, rejoined, and Hill argued on — till, growing 
tit laft artgry, he fvvore that he was as a good a prophet as him, did 
not care a fig for him, and called him fool and falfe prophet. A 
Turk who was prefent, in the fulnefs of his zeal, laid a Hick very 
heavily acrofs his Ihoulders, and put an end to the vifion : and ne- 
ver did I fee a wretch fo abjedt, fo forlorn, orfo miferably defpond- 
ing; he put his forehead to the grniind, which he wet with his 
tears, crying, Mercy, Mahomet! mercy, holy Prophet 1 , mercy, 
Alla !— nor could he find relief (fuch is the ruin of opium) till he got 
a frelh lupply of it in his mouth, which foon gave him a temporary 
tefpite from the horrors of his fituation.” 

Unqueftionably, Bagdad was once a great city, of flourilhing 
commerce ; but the Sultan Amurath the Fourth, when he made 
himfelf m after of it, put the richeft Merchants fettled there to 
death ; and it has ever fince gradually declined. About two days 
journey, from it, lie the ruins of the once famous city of Babylon. 
I was much difpofed to go to fee it, and thence drop down the 
.Euphrates to Baffora : but my Armenian hoft told me there was 
nothing in it to rccompenfe a perfon for half the trouble ; for, of 
that magnificent city, which was fixty miles in circumference, 
which wfts encompaifed with walls eighty-feven feet in thicknels,. 
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and three hundred and fifty in heigty, nothing was to be fcen but 
the bare foundations of fome great edifices. The Tower of Belus, 
and the Palace of Nebuchadnezzar, lie with the reft in undiftin- 
guifhed ruin. The greateft curiofities, then, were, in the firft 
place, the ruins of a building faid to be the famed Tower of Babel, 
which appeared to have been half a league in compafs; and the re- 
mains of a vaft bridge over the Euphrates, where it is half a league 
broad. 

I was not more anxious to arrive at the city of Bagdad than T 
was to leave it ; and having written letters, and put them in a way 
of being forwarded to Europe, I took leave of my friendly hofpi- 
table Armenian, and, with a thoufand acknowledgments for his 
kindnefs, fet out on horfcback to a place on the Tigris, where I 
embarked in a boat, in order to proceed to BafTora. This river, 
known fince the firft records of human exiftence by Geographers, 
is remarkable for its rapidity, whence, Puny fays, it has the 
name of Tigris, (in the Median language, a dart) ; and for its 
extraordinary courfe, which is in many places under ground, rifes 
in Armenia, finks into the earth near mount Taurus, and runs 
under a mountain — then riling at the other fide, follows its courfe 
through the lake Thefpites — again finks frequently under ground, 
and continues hid at one time for a fpace of twenty-five miles ; 
where, once more emerging* it glides along with a very rapid 
ftream, meets the Euphrates at a place called Korna, paffes through: 
BafTora, and falls into the Pcrfian Gulph. 
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’ As die boat in which I toqjc my paflage had no Convenience for 
excluding the. violence of the fun, except an awnhl^, I fuffered 
extremely fi-om the heat; The river itfelf was grand; but the 
batiks, and contiguous country, contained nothing to attraft no- 
tice — no objed to diversify the dreary, defcrted afped of the fcene 
— nothing to afford room for refledion, or give birth to a new 
idea. I do not remember to have ever paffed through fuch a vaft 
extent of country, fo uniformly dull and uninterefting. The only 
thing that ferved to keep the mind alive, was the apprehenfion of 
robbers, who, in great numbers, hover over this river, and plun- 
der paflengers. We had taken care, on leaving Bagdad, to be 
well provided with fire-arms ; and they did us yeomenV fervice— - 
fpr we were frequently attacked by robbers with a* view to plun- 
der, but. found that a fhot or two difperfed and fent: them off in 
confirmation i One night, however, in paffing a creek, we per- 
ceived feveral boats iffuing from it, in great order, and in a man- 
ner that evinced method and premeditation : we filently prepared 
for their reception, and were completely ready to meet them 
warmly, while they thought us quite unprepared, and uncon- 
feious of their approach : they firft endeavoured to board us by 
furprife : wifhing rather to frighten than to kill them, we began 
by firing over their heads ; on which they fet up. the moft horrible 
fhouts, and rufbed on with a tumultuous rapidity, making the 
moft terrible noife, in order to intimidate us : they were by this 
time quite near us ; we therefore took aim at them-, and let fly, 
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and immediately perceived them in great confufion, fome of the 
boats lofing their helm, and falling with the ftream on the others: 
at laft we law them fheer off, and they gave us no ferther trouble. 


LETTER XL1V. 


After eight or ten as difagreeable daysas I remember 
to have fpent in my life, weakened with inceflant watching, 
harafled with bodily fatigue, and melted with the exceffive heat 
of the fun, I arrived at the city of Baffora, where I was received 
with the utmoft hofpitality by Mr. Latouche, the Company^ 
Refident from Bombay, who did every thing poflible for my 
accommodation, and procured me every inftru&ion refpefling my 
further progrefs. 

This city, as well as Bagdad, is famous in marvellous flory.' 
The country about it is confidered by the natives as the beft fpot 
in Afia, though the burning winds annoy and frequently deftroy. 
travellers,, overwhelming them with mountains of hot fand, 
driven, like waves of the lea, t bcfore the tempeft out of the- 
neighbouring deferts. It carries on a great trade, and is inhabited 
by vaft numbers of Chriftians and Jews. The Englilh and- 
Dutch have factories here, as well for the purpole of commerce,, 
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as the tranfit of difpatches, by way of Damafcus and Aleppo, 
to Europe. The richeft merchandife of India and Europe are 
brought here in caravans ; and its opulence is gi'eatly increafed 
by the caravans of Pilgrims, who pafs through it on their way to 
Mecca, and pay great duties, bartering for many rich commodities. 
The horfes of this place are celebrated for their foperior excel- 
lence : it is laid that they will run thirty hours without meat or 
drink ; I doubt the fad, and Ihould be forry to fee lb inhuman an 
experiment tried. 

One comfortable circumftance attending Balfera is, that at 
night the llreets may be walked with perfed fafety at all hours. 
It is fubjed to an Arab Prince, who is tributary to the Turk, 
and whole revenue is very great, as well from the above-men- 
tioned caules, as becaule he gives full liberty to all Nations to 
come and trade to. his capital. 

Front BalTora I took my palfage in a date-boat going to 
Mulkat, expeding to get from thence a fpeedy palfage to Bombay;- 
but the boat fprung a leak at fea, and we were obliged to run into. 
Bulheer, where I was very hofpitably received and entertained by 
.Mr. Galley, the Company’s Relidenl. 

There really feemed to be an unufual fatality attending me 
throughout the whole of my journey. You will recoiled, in the 
firft inftance, I was prevented, by the war with France, from going 
by the dired route which I Ihould otherwife have taken, and 
obliged to pals through the Low Countries and Germany— -In the 
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next place, at Venice t'was difappointed in obtaining a paflage to 
Latachaea; and* immediately on the heels of that, loft my fervant 
at Triefte, by fending him for letters to Venice— Afterwards, • 
when I . had gone to Alexandria with expectation of travelling* 
through Egypt, and viewing that Interefting part of the world, I 
found myfelf prevented by the unhappy circumftances of the 
country — the plague raging in Alexandria, and all the roads 
being blocked up by an incurfion of the Arabs. Thus mortified 
and difappointed, I turned about, in order to make my way in 
another direction ; and arriving at Cyprus, found, to my infinite 
furprife -and regret, that an epidemic difeafe, little ftiort of the 
plague, prevailed there, and fwept off the inhabitants in great 
numbers : when, after fin-mounting all thoi'e obftacles, I arrived at 
Aleppo, the firft information I got was, that the caravan was 
gone, and that it would be a long time before another Would be 
ready ; and my departure from Aleppo was attended with circum- 
ftances no left inaufpicious than my entrance— -At Mofi.il I expe- 
rienced another difappointment, by the river’s being dried up, 
and rendered impracticable by boats— My paflage from Baffora to 
Mulkat was impeded by the veflel fpringing a leak— And now, 
when at laft I hoped to get from Buflieer to Bombay, I was 
flopped by the intelligence that the Gulph was blocked up by 
French privateers, inlomuch as iio veflel could hope to efcapc. I 
was therefore obliged to remain at Bulheer, till a Company’s 
frigate, commanded by Captain Hardy, and foon expeCled,- 
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Should afford meai} opportunity of proceeding to Bombay. Time, 
however, brought that period about ; and I took my paflage, and 
arrived fafe, at Bombay, where l foon after embarked on board a 
Portyiguefe veffel, being the only conveyance that offered for me 
to proceed to Madras : {he was firft bound to Goa, and we ar- 
rived fafely at that ifland, where I was received with great politer 
nefs, and treated with the moft friendly attention, by Mr. 
Hensiiaw, the Englifh Refident. 

Goa belongs to the Portuguefe : the Viceroy of that Nation lives 
there in great pomp. It was once the fcene of the moft abominable 
cruelties, exercifed by that flagitious people on the natives,, under 
pretended zeal for Chriftianity — I had read the Abbe Raynal’s 
glowing defcription of it ; and as I trod the ground, my frame 
trembled at the thoughts of the maflacres perpetrated there. 

I was impatient to get from Goa, and yet I looked forward to my 
departure withafecret uncafinefs, for which I was entirely unable 
to account — I, wdhed to proceed, and yet fome fecret foreboding 
whifpered to my heart that I was on the verge of calamity : lo 
powerful was it, and {b obftinate, that I could neither reafon away 
its admonitions, nor refift its impreffions ; and fomething inceflantly 
told me, in as plain language as if % human being {poke, that I 
lhould fuffer a dreadful misfortune. As I had all my life been an 
enemy to fuperftition, I felt my fpirit infulted, and my underftand- 
ing degraded, by the involuntary vi&ory which I allowed to this 
impreffion— I combated it with reafon, with ridicule, with felf- 
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contempt — all inv$in: in fpite of me, I became the very Have of 
gloomy 'prefentiment; and in order to get the fuccedaneous aid of 
a friend’s rcalon, as well as to be prepared, I communicated the 
ftate of my feelings to Mr. HensBaw. In vain he endeavoured 
to cheer me : all he could do was to give me his counfel ; in confe- 
quence of which I actually fettled all my affairs up to that day, 
made my will, left it with Mr. Hensha w, and, full of dreadful 
forebodings of fhipwreck, went on board a Portuguele fiiow bound 
to Madras. 

It was now the eighteenth day of May when we failed from 
Goa. The hemifjphere had been for fomc days overcaft with clouds: 
fome light Ihowers of rain had fallen ; and you may conclude that 
it did not tend to raife my fpirits, or free me from my ominous ap- 
prehenfions, to hear that thofe circumflances indicated an approach- 
ing gale of wind. I obferved, moreover, that the veffel was much 
too deep in the water, being greatly overloaded — that fhe was in 
manj' refpe&s defective, and, as the feamen lay, ill-found, and in 
fhort very unfit to encounter a gale of win^W 1 any violence. I 
fcorned, however, to yield to thofe united lmpreffions, and deter- 
mined to proceed. 

. On the nineteenth, the fky was obfeured by immenfc fleeces of. 
clouds 1 , fureharged with inflammable matter ; and in the evening, the 
rain fell in torrents, the firmament darkened apace, fudden night 
came on, and the horrors of extreme darkrtefs were rendered ftill 
more horrible by the peals of thunder which rent the air, and the 
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frequent flalhes of lightning, which ferved only to Ihew us the hor- 
ror of our fituation, and leave us in increafed darknels : mean-time 
the wind became more violent, blowing on the Ihore ; and a heavv 
fca, railed by its force, united with it to make our ftate more for- 
midable. 

By day-light on the morning of the twentieth, the gale had in- 
crcaled to a furious tempeft ; and the fea, keeping pace with it, 
ran mountain-high ; and as it kept invariably to the fame point, the 
Captain and Officers became ferioufly alarmed, and almoft per- 
fuaded that the South-weft Monfoon had fet in, which, if it were 
fo, would render it abfolutely impoffible for us to weather the coall. 
All that day, however, we kept as clofe as the violence of the 
weather would allow us to the wind ; but the lea canted her head 
fo to leeward, that Ihe made more lee than head-way ; and the 
rigging was fo ftrained with the work, that we had little hope of 
keeping off the Ihore, unlefs the wind changed, of which there was 
not now the fmalleft probability. During the night there was no 
iutermiffion of th e-mmm: many of the tails flew into ribbons ; tome 
of the rigging was carried away ; and fuch exertions were made, 
that, before morning, every ftick that could poffibly be ftruck was 
down upon the deck. 

About feven o’clock on the morning of the twenty-firft, I was 
alarmed by an unufual noile upon tire deck, and, running up, per- 
ceived that every remaining fail in the veffel, the fore-lail alone ex- 
cepted, was totally carried away. The fight was horrible ; and 
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the whole veflel prcfented a lpe&aclc as dreadful to the feelings as 
mortifying to human pride. Fear had produced, not only all the 
lielplefihels of defpondencv, but all the milchievous freaks of inla- 
nity. In one place ftood the Captain, raving, {lamping, and tear - 
ing his hair in handfuls from his head — here, fome of the crew 
were cafl upon their knees, clapping their hands, and praying, 
with all the extravagance of horror painted In their faces — there, 
others were flogging their images with all their might, calling upon 
them to allay the ftorm. One of our palfengers, who was Purler 
of an Englilh East-Indiaman, had got hold of a cafe-bottle of rum, 
and, with an air of diftra&ion and deep delpair imprinted in his 
face, was ftalking about in his fhirt. I perceived him to be on 
the point of ferving it about, in large tumblers, to the few undis- 
mayed people ; and well convinced, that, lo far from alleviating 
it would Iharpen the horrors of their mind, I went forward, and 
with much difficulty prevented him. 

Having accomplilhed this point, I applied mvfelf to the Cap- 
tain, and endeavoured to bring him back (if poliible) to his reCol- 
le&ion, and to a fenfe of what he owed to his duty as a com*- 
mander, and to his dignity as a man : I exhorted him to encou- 
rage the tailors by his example ; and ftrove to raile his Ijpirits, by 
laying that the ftorm did not appear to me by any means lb terrible 
as lbme I had before experienced. 

While I was thus employed, we Ihipped a lea on the ftarboard 
fide, which I really thought would have lent us down. The vef- 
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fcl feeraed to fink beneath its weight, lhivered, and remained 
motionlel's— it was a moment of critical fiilpenie : fancy made 
me think I felt her gradually defeending — I gave myielf up as 
gone, aiid fummoned all my fortitude to bear approaching death 
with becoming manhood. 

Juft at this crifis, the water, which rufhed with incredible 
force through all p#ts of the veffel, brought out floating, and 
nearly fuffocated, another Englifh paffenger, who was endea- 
vouring to take a little repofe in a fmall cabin boarded off from the 
deck : he was a very ftout young man, and full of true fpirit. 
Finding that the veffel was not, as I had thought, going imme- 
diately down, he joined me in exhorting the Captain to his duty: 
we perfuaded him to throw the guns overboard, as well as a 
number of trunks and packages with which the veffel was much 
encumbered ; and, with lome little exertion, we got the pumps 
let agoing. 

Here I will ftop, knowing the warm fenfibility of my Frede- 
rick’s mind ; and, .convinced that his lympathetic heart will go 
hand-in-hand with his Father’s fufferings, I will not overcharge 
it with grief by an immediate continuation of the bulinels, but 
defer it to another Letter. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLV. 


The name of the Englilh paffengef, whom I mentioned 
to you in my laft Letter as affifting me in getting the Captain and 
Mariners to do their duty, was Hall. He was a young man of 
a moil amiable difpofition, and with it poffeffed all that manly 
fpirit that gives prefence of mind in exigences of danger. He and 
I having, with great difficulty, got i'ome hands to flick to the 
pumps, flood at the wheel, at once to affift the men, and prevent 
them from quitting it ; and, although hopelefs, determined that 
no effort practicable on our parts Ihould be wanting to the preferva- 
tion of the veflel.' The water, however, gained upon the pumps,, 
notwithftanding every effort ; and it evidently appeared that we 
could not keep her long above water. 

At ten o’clock the wind feemed to increafe, and amounted to 
a downright hurricane : the Iky was fo entirely obfcurcd with 
black clouds, and the rain fell fo thick, that objeCls were not dif-. 
cernible from the wheel to the ffiip’s head. Soon the pumps were 
choaked, and could no longer be worked : then difmay leized on 
all-— nothing but unutterable deipair, filent anguilh, and horror, 
wrought up to frenzy, was to be feen ; not a linglc foul was ca- 
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pable of an effort to be ufeful— all fecmed more defirous to extin- 
guifh their calamities by embracing death, than willing, by a 
painful exertion, to avoid it. 

At about eleven o’clock we could plainly di^inguifh a dread- 
ful roaring’ noife, refembling that of waves rolling againft rocks; 
but the darknefs of the day, and the accompanying rains, pre- 
vented us from feeing any diftance ; and if they were rocks, wc 
might be actually dafhed to pieces on them before we could per- 
ceive them. At twelve o’clock, however, the weather cleared 
up a little, and both the wind and the lea feemed to have abated : 
the very expanfion of the profpedt round the fhip was exhilerating; 
and as the weather grew better, and the fea lefs furious, the fenfes 
of the people returned, and the general ftupefa&ion began to de- 
creafe. 

The weather continuing to clear up, we in fome time difeovered 
breakers and large rocks without fide of us ; fo that it appeared 
we. muft have paffed quite clofe to them, and were now fairly 
hemmed in between them and the land. 

In this very critical juncture, the Captain, entirely contrary to my 
opinion, adopted the dangerous refblution of letting go ah anchor, 
to bring her up with her head to the fea : Bnt, though no Tea- 
man, my common fenfe told me that fhe could never ride it out, 
but rauft diredtly go down. The event nearly justified my judg- 
ment ; for fhe had fcarcely been at anchor before an enormous fea 
rolling over her, overwhelmed and filled her with water, ahd 
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every one on board concluded that the was certainty linking— On 
the inftant, a Lafcar, with a prefence of mind worthy an old 
Englilh mariner, took an axe, ran forward, and cut the cable. 

On finding herfelf free, the vefiel again floated, and made an 
effort to right herfelf ; but fhe was almoft completely • water- 
logged, and heeled to larboard f o much that the gunnel lay under 
water. ,We then endeavoured to fleer as fall as we could for the 
land, which we knew could not be at any great diflance, though 
we were unable to difcovcr it through the liazy weather : the fore- 
fail was loofened; by, great efforts in jplli il y, fhe righted a lktle, 
her gunnel was got above water, and we feudded as well as wo 
could before the wind, which Hill blew hard on fhore ; and at 
about two o’clock the land appeared at a fmall diflance a head. 

The love of life countervails all other confiderations in the 
mind of Mam. The uncertainty we were underwith regard fo the 
lhore before us, which we liad reafbn to believe was part of 
Hydeb Alli’s dominions, where we fhould meet with the moft 
rigorous treatment, if not ultimate death, was forgotten in- the 
joyful hope of laving life ; and we feudded towards the fhore in 
all the exulting tranfports of people juft fnatched from the jaws of 
deaths 

This gleam, of happinefs continued not long: & tremendous 
fea rolling after us, broke over our ftern, tore every thing befortf 
it, Hove in the flee rage, carried away the ruddier, ftivered the 
wheel to pieces, and tore up the very ring-bolts of the deck-— eOfr* 
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veyed themenwhoftood at the wheel forward, and fwept them 
overboard. I was {landing, at the time, near the wheel,* and for- 
tunately had hold of the taffarel, which enabled toe to refill in part 
the weight of the wave. I was, however, fwept off' my feet, and 
dalhed againft the main-maft. The jerk from the taffarel, which 
I held very tenacioufly, feemed as if it would have diflocated my 
arms : however,, it broke the impetus of my motion, and in all 
probability faved me from being dallied to pieces againft the 
mail. 

I floundered abou&ffetlSr water at the foot of the maft, till at 
length I got on my feet, and feized a rope, which I held in a ftatc 
of great embarraffinent, dubious what I fhould do to extricate my- 
felf. At this inftant I perceived that Mr. Hall had got upon the 
capftern, and was waving his hand to me to follow his example : 
this I wilhed to do, though it was an enterpril’e of Ibme rifk and 
difficulty ; for, if I loft the hold I had, a fmgle motion of the vef- 
fel, or a full wave, w6uld certainly carry me overboard. I made 
a bold pufti, however, and fortunately accompliffied it. Having 
attained this ftation, I could the better iurvey the wreck, and faw 
that the water was nearly breaft-high on the quarter-deck, (for the 
veffel was deep-waifted) ; and I perceived the unfortunate Englifli 
Puifcr {landing where the Water was moft {hallow, as if watching 
with patient expectation its rjling, and awaiting death : I called to. 
him to come to us, but he {hook his head in defpair, and laid, in a 
lamentable tone, “ It is all over with us 1 God have mercy upon 
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us then feated himfelf with feeming compofure on a chair which 
happened to be rolling about in the wreck of the deck, and in a few, 
minutes afterwards was w allied into the fea along with it, where 
he was fpcedily releafed from a ftate ten thoulAd times worfe than 
death. 

During this univerfal wreck of things, the horror 1 was in could 
not prevent me from obierving a very curious circumftance, which 
at any other time would have excited laughter, though now it pro- 
duced no other emotion than furprife — We happened to be in 
part laden with mangoes, of which the ifland of Goa is known to 
produce the fineft in the world ; fome of them lay in balkets on 
the poop : a little black boy, in the moment of greateft danger, had 
got feated by them, devouring them voracioufly, and crying all the 
time moft bitterly at the honors of his fituation ! 

The veffel now got completely water-logged; and Mr, 
Hall and I were employed in forming conjectural calculations 
how many minutes the could keep above water, and conloling one 
another on the unfortunate circumftances under which we met— 
lamenting that fate had thus brought us acquainted only to make 
us witneffes of each other’s milery, and then to fee one another no 
tqore. 

As the larboard fide of the veffel was gradually going down, 
the deck, and of courfe the capftern, became too nearly perpendicu- 
lar for us to continue on it : we therefore forefaw the neceffity of 
quitting it, and got upon the ftarboard fide, holding faff by the gun- 
nel. 
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nel, and allowing our bodies and legs to yield to the Tea as it broke 
over us. Thus we continued for fome time : at length the leverity 
of the labour fo entirely exhaufted our ftrength and fpirits, that our 
beft hope fecmed tc$i fpeedy conclufion to our painful death ; and 
we began to have ferious intentions of letting go our hold, and yield- 
ing ourfelves up at once to the fury of the waves. 

The veflel, which all tins time drifted with the fea and wind, 
gradually approximated the fhore, and at length ftruck the ground, 
which for an inftaut revived our almoft departed hopes ; but we 
fbon found that it did not in the ftnalleft degree better our fitua- 
, tjpii — Again I began to yield to utter defpair— -again I thought of 
letting go my hold, and finking at once : It is impoffible* thought I, 
ever to efcape— why, then, prolong, for a few minutes, a painful 
exigence that muft at laft be given up ? Yet, yet, the all-fubduing 
love of life fuggefted, that many things apparently impoflible had 
come to pafs ; and I laid to myfelf, If life is to be loft, why not 
lofe it in a glorious ftruggle ? Should I furvive it by accident, life 
wiU be rendered doubly fweet to me, and I ftill more worthy of 
it by perfevering fortitude. 

While I was employed in this train of reflexion, I perceived 
fome of the people colle&ing together, talking, and holding a 
fonfultation — It immediately occurred to me, that they were de- 
viling fome plan for efcaping from the wreck, and getting on 
fhore: and, fo natural i6 it for Man to cling to his fellow-creature 
for fupport in difficult or dangerous exigences, I propofed to 
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Mr. Hall to join them, and take a (hare in the execution of 
the plan — obferving to him at the fame time, that 1 was deter- 
mined at all events to quit the veflel, and truft to the protc&ion 
and guidance of a lupcrintending Providence for the reft. 


L E T T E R XL VI. 


As prodigality of life is, in fomc cafes, the excels of 
virtue and courage — fo there are others in which it is vice, mean- 
nets and cowardice. True courage is, according to the circum- 
ftances under which it is to operate, as rigidly tenacious and vigi- 
lant of life in one cafe, as it is indifferent and rcgardlefs in ano- 
ther; and I think it is a very ftrange contradiction in the human 
heart (although it often happens), that a man who has the molt 
unbounded courage, in feeking death even in the" cannon’s mouth, 
thall yet want the necetfary refolution to make exertions to fave his 
life in cafes of ordinary danger. The unfortunate Englith Purfer 
could not colleCt courage lufficient to make an effort to lave him- 
lelf ; and yet I think it probable that he would have faced a bat- 
tery of artillery, or expofed himtelf to a piftol-lhot, if occation 
required, as toon as any other man. Thus it appears at firft view : 
hut may not this feeming incongruity be explained by laying, that 
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perfonal courage and fortitude are different qualities of the- mind and 
body, and depend upon the exercife of entirely different functions? 

Be that as it may, I argued with myfelf, in the height of my 
calamitous fituation, upon the fubjeCt of fortitude and dejeCtion, 
courage and cowardice ; and, notwithftanding the ferious af'peCt of 
affairs, found myfelf liftening to the fuggeftions of pride : What a 
paltry thing to yield, while ftrength is left to ftruggle ! Vanity her- 
felf had her hint, and whifpered, “ Should I efcape by an effort of my 
own, what a glorious theme of exultation !” There were, I confefs, 
tranfftory images in my mind, which, co-operating with the natural 
attachment to felf-prefervation, made me perfevere, and refolvc to 
do fo, while one veftige of hope was left for the mind to dwell on, 

Obferving, as I told you before, the people confulting toge- 
ther, and rcfolving to join them, 1 made an effort to get to the 
lee fhrouds, where they were Handing, or rather clinging ; but 
before I could accomplilh it, I loff my hold, fell down the hatch- 
way (the gratings having been carried away with the long-boat), 
and was for fome minutes entangled there amongft a heap of 
packages, which the violent fluctuations of the water had collected 
on the lee fide. As the veflel moved with the fea, and the water 
flowed in, the packages and I were rolled together— fometimes 
©tie, lbmetimes another, uppermoft j fo that I began to be appre- 
henfive I fhould not be able to extricate myfelf : by the mereff 
accident, however, I grafped fomething that lay in my way, 
made a vigorous fpring, and gained the 'lee fhrouds. Mr. Hall, 
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who followed me, in feizing the Ihrouds, came thump againft me 
with fuch violence that I could fcarcely retain my hold of the 
rigging. Compelled by the perilous fituation in which I flood, I 
called out to him for God’s fake to keep off, for that I was ren- 
dered quite breathlefs and worn out : he generoufly endeavoured 
to make way for me, and, in doing fa, unfortunately loft his 
hold, and went down .under the (hip’s lide. Never, never fball 
I forget my fenfations at this melancholy incident— I would have 
given millions of worlds that I could have recalled the words which 
made him move ; my mind was wound up to the laft pitch of an- 
guifh : I may tnily fay, that this was the moft bitter of all the 
bitter moments* of my life, compared with which the other cir- 
cumftances of thefhipwreckfeemed leflened — foi 1 had infallibly 
acquired an unufual efteem and warm attachment for him, and 
was doubtful whether, after being even the innocent occalion of his 
falling,' I ought to take further pains to preferve my own life. All 
thofe fenfations were palling with the rapidity of lightning through 
my thoughts, when, as much to my aftonilhment as to my joy, I 
faw him borne by a returning wave, and thrown among the very 
packages from which I had but juft before, with fuch labour and 
difficulty, extricated rayfelf— '-In the end he proved equally fortu- 
nate, but after a much longer and harder ftruggle, and after ful- 
taining much more injury. 

I once more changed my ftation, and made my way to the 
poop, where I found myfelf rather .more lheltered— I earneftly 
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wilhcd Mr. Halt, to be with me, whatever might be my ultimate 
fate— and beckoned to him to come to me ; but lie only anfwercd 
by fhaking his head, in a feeble, defponding manner — flaring at the 
fame time wildly about him : even his fpirit was fubdued ; and 
delpair, I perceived, had begun to take pofleflion of his mind. 

Being a little more at cafe in my new ftation than I had been 
before, I had more time to deliberate, and more power to judge. 
I recollcdlcd, that, according to the courfe of time, the day was- 
tar gone, and the night quickly approaching : I reflected, that for 
any enterprize whatfoever, day was much preferable to night ; 
and above all I conlidered, that the veflcl could not hold long to- 
gether— l therefore thought, that the befl mode* I could' adopt 
would be, to take to the water with the fir ft boyant thing I could' 
fee ; and, as the wind and water both teemed to run to the fhore,. 
to take my chance in that way of reaching it. In purfuance of this 
i-cfolution, I tore off my ftiirt, having before that thrown off' the 
other parts of my drefs — I looked at mydleeve buttons, in which* 
was let the hair of my departed children — and, by an involuntary ail' 
of the imagination, aiked myfelf the queftion, “ Shall I be happy 
enough to. meet them where I am now about to go ? — Ihall thofe* 
dear laft remains, too, become a prey to the devouring deep . 
In that inftant, reafon, fufpended by the horrors of the f'cene,. 
gave way to inftinct ; and I rolled my fhirt up, and very carefully 
thruft it into a hole between decks, with the wild hopes that the 
fleeve buttons might yet efcape untouched.. Watching my oppor- 
tunity*. 



( 20 ) 


tunity, I faw a log of wood floating near the veffel, and, waving 
my hand %o Mr. Hall as a laft adieu, jumped after it. Here, 
again, I was doomed to aggravated hardlhips — I had lcarcely 
touched the log when a great fea {hatched it from my hold : ftill 
as it came near me, I grafped at it ineffectually, till at laft it was 
completely carried away, but not before it had cut and battered 
and bruited me in feveral places, and in a manner that at any 
other time I fhould have thought- dreadful. 

Death teemed inevitable ; and all that occurred to me now to 
do, was to accelerate it, and get out of its pangs as fpeedil) as 
poflible ; for, though I knew how to fwim, the. tremendous turf 
rendered fwimming ufclels, and all hope from it would have been 
ridiculous. I therefore began to fwallow as much water as poffi- 
ble ; vet, ftill riling by the boyant principle of the waves to the 
iiirface, my former thoughts began to recur ; and whether it was 
that, or natural inftinft, which fun ived the temporary impreffions 
of defpair, I know not — but I endeavoured to fwim, which 1 had 
not done long, when I again dilcovercd the log of wood I had loft: 
floating near me, and with fomc difficulty caught it : hardly had 
it been an inftant in my hands, when, by the fame unlucky 
means, I loft it again. I had often heard it laid in . Scotland,, 
that if a man will throw himfelf flat on. his back in the. water, 
lie quite ft might and ft iff, and fuller himfelf to link till the 
water gets into his ears, he will continue to float lo for ever : this 
occurred to me now, and I determined to try the experiment ; 
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lb I threw myfelf on my back in the manner I have deferibed, and 
left myfelf to the difpofal of Providence ; nor was If long till I 
found the truth of the laying — for I floated with hardly an effort, 
and began for the firft time to conceive fomething like hopes of 
prefervation. 

After lying in this manner, committed to the diferetion of the 
tides, I foon faw the veflel— -law that it was at a coniiderable dis- 
tance behind me. Livelieft hope began to play about my heart, 
and joy fluttered with a thoufand gay fancies in my mind : I be- 
gan to form the favourable conclufion, that the tide was carrying 
me rapidly to land from the veffel, and that I fhould foon once 
more touch terra firma. 

This expedition was a cordial that revived my exhaufted fpi- 
rits : I took courage, and left myfelf ftill to the fame all-diredling 
Power that ,had hitherto preferved me, fcarcely doubting that I 
fhould foon reach the land. Nor was I miftaken ; for, in a fhort time 
more, without effort or exertion, and without once turning from 
off my back, I found myfelf ftrike againft the fandy beach. Over- 
joyed, as you may well foppofe, to the higheft pitch of tranfport at 
my providential deliverance, I made a convulfive fpring, and ran 
up a little diftance on the fhore; but was fo weak and wdrn 
down by fatigue, and fo unable to clear my ftomach of the fait 
water with which it was loaded, that I fuddenly grew deadly lick, 
and apprehended that I had only exchanged one death for another ; 
and in a minute or two fainted away. 
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LETTER XLV1I. 


That admirable man, and fagacious penetrating phifo-. 
lopher, Dr. Franklin, has left us, among innumerable inftruc- 
tions for the condutt of human life, and for remedying many of 
the grievances of it, dire£Hons for going a voyage at fca, and has 
particularly enforced the folly of quitting Ihips haftily, and yield- 
ing one’s lelf up to defpair. I am convinced, that niue tenths of 
the people who perilh by fhipvvreck, perilh from the want of 
prefence of mind, and fufficient fortitude to bear them out. The 
unhappy Purler, who fat deliberately in a chair, and fullered 
himfelf, without a ftruggle, to be carried overboard, is an in- 
rtance in point. The feeble conduct of the Captain and Crew is 
another. Had he, inftead of tearing his hair, raving, and afting 
the part of a bedlamite, encouraged his men, and taken vigorous 
meafures in time ; and had they, inftead of whimpering prayers 
oy their knees, and whipping their images, made all clear, and 
prepared for the worft ; in fliort, had they, according to the mo- 
ral of the old fable, put their fhoulder to the wheel, inftead of 
calling on Hercules, it is not impoffible but the veffel might have 
been laved. 
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As for my part, the joy of efcaping immediate death made 
me blind to the other mil'erics of my fituation. Naked, moncvl-.-'s 
and fricndlefs, upon an unknown, and probably inhofpitable coaft, 
what reafonable caufe had 1%) rejoice ? Perhaps the reverfe. But 
that remains to be fee u. 

How long 1 continued in the ftvoon into which I had fallen, 
it is impoiiible for me to tell ; but, > when 1 recovered, l found my- 
fclf turrounded by a guard of armed foldiers, lepoys, and pi'.j- 
men. I knew them immediately to be the troops of Hyder A lli, 
and almoft wilhed myfelf back into the waves again. Looking 
round, ^iaw that the people and effects that had been faved from 
the wreck were colledted all together along with me. 

In this ftate we remained till it was dark. A Lafcar * belomnna: 
to the veffel, perceiving that my nakednefs gave me great concern, 
tore into two a piece of cloth which he had tied round his waift, 
and gave me one part of it, which afforded a fhort apron. This 
fimple aft of a poor, uninformed black man, whom Chriftian cha- 
rity would call an idolator, methought had more of the true and 
effential fpirit of charity in it, than half the oftentatious, parading 
newipaper public charities of London— the flough of purfe-proud 
vanity, and unwieldy bloated wealth. Of all the afts of benefi- 
cence that I ever met with, it ftruck me the moft forcibly : it had 
kindnefs, difintereftedncls and delicacy for its bafis ; and I have 

never 

* Natives of India, employed fometimes as failors, fometimes for inferior 
offices in the army, fuch as pitching tents, drawing guns, &c. 
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never fince thought of it without \y idling that I could meet the 
man, to reward him for his beneficence with a fubfidence for life. 
The lower order of people of a certain Country, I know, would 
think a man in fuch circumftances a* I was then in, a fitter ob- 
je<d of pleafantry than pity. 

The vaft quantity of fait water I had fwallowed, dill made 
me deadly fick in the ftomach : however, after fome time, I 
threw it up, and got great relief. I had hardly felt the comfort- 
able effe&s of this, before 1 was ordered to march : nine of us, all 
Lafcars except mylelf, were conveyed to a village at a few miles 
didance on the fea-fide, where we were for tho night put into a 
fquare place, walled round, open to the inclemency of the weather 
above and below, and filled with large logs of wood ; it blew mod 
violently, and the rain fell in torrents— while not one fmooth 
plank could be found on which to dretch our fatigued and waded 
bodies. Thus, naked, fick, exhauded with fatigue and fading, 
drenched with wet, and unable to lie down, our mifery might be 
uppofed to be incapable of increafe. But, alas! where are the 
bounds which we can let to human woe ?— Third, .that mod 
dreadful of pains, occafioncd by the drenching with fait water, 
fefccd us : we begged, we entreated, we clamoured for water ; 
blit the inhuman wretches, deaf to the groans and fcreeches of • 
their fellow-creatures, (for lome grew delirious with the agony of, 
third), refuied them even the cheap and miferable indulgence Of 
a drop of water ! 


E 


The 



( S* ) 


The influence of the mindt upon the body has been much infix- 
ed on by philolophers and physicians, and I believe will be admit- 
ted by all wile men. I was myfelf, in this inftance, a ftriking 
proof of it ; for, though I had fwalltiwed and thrown up fo much 
lalt water, and though my thirte had exceeded any thing I had 
ever before felt— yet, finding that water was not to be had or ex- 
pected, I competed my mind to do without it, diverted my thoughts- 
from -it by the contemplation of the many other evils which betet 
the, and palled the night without that horrible agony experienced 
hy the others. 

Indeed, a night of more exquifite horror cannot be imagined. 
The thoughts of being a priloner. to Hyder Alli, was, of ittelf, 
fufficient to render me completely unhappy : but my utter want of 
clothes almoft put me befide myfelf; and lying expofed to the 
open air, where I was glad to fit clofe to the Lalcars to < receive a 
little heat from their bodies, and to hold open my mouth in order 
to catch .a drop of the defcending rain,, was a ftate that might be 
confidered as the higheft- refinement uponmifery. 

About four o’clock in the morning, ,a little cold rice was 
brought us to eat, and water was dug out of a hole near the fpot* 
for U6; but as all things in this life are good . or bad merely rela- 
»*wly, this wretched fare was fome refrefhment to us. I was 
then removed to the ruins of a toddy-hut,* fcparated frpm the 

reftj 

• A fmall temporary hut, where toddy (a liquor extra fled from, the cocoa-nut 
tree) is fold. 
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reft, and a guard fet over me. Here I had full room for reflec- 
tion, and could meditate e’en to madneft.” The whole of my' 
fituation appeared before me with all its aggravating circumftances 
of horror ; and to any one who confiders it, I believe it will ap- 
pear that it was hardly poffible to fill the bitter cup of calamity 
fuller. Oh! what were my thoughts! My family bereft of him 
on whofe efforts they were in a great meafure to depend for fup- 
port and protection — you, then a little innocent cherub, appeared 
to my diftraCted imagination twining round your mother’s neck, 
and, in infant clamour, calling your father — while he, in a dread- 
ful captivity, compared with which even a cruel death were 
mercy, lay wafting, naked and forlorn, perifhing with the in- 
clemency of the weather, wanting even food fit for his fupport, 
and expofed to the fcourge of every petty tyrant that barbarous 
power might employ to guard him ! — Such were my reflections 
they were in reafon well founded ; for there was no probability of 
my being ever releafed, as my captivity was unlikely to be known 
to my Country, or by my friends. 

In this ftate I was, when, to my utter aftonilhment, and to 
my no left joy, the amiable companion of my fh ip wreck, Mr., 
Hall, appeared before me. I fearceiy knew how to think his ap- 
pearance reality, as I underftood that the Lafcars then along with 
me were all that were faved from the wreck ; and he was, at the 
time I parted from him, fo exhaufted both in body and mind, that 
l thought he would be the La ft who could efcape. He, however, 
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ftiook me by- the handy and - , fitting down, told me that he had 
given me up for loft, and remained with the'^eflel until the tide, 
having ebbed, left her almoft dry— that, immediately on getting 
alhore/ amt being taken prifoner, he made inquiries^about me, 
and heard that I had been laved — that, finding- this, his joy was 
toch as to make him almoft. forget his own misfortunes — and, 
exerting all his entreaties not to be feparated from me, they had 
been fo far indulgent to him, and had brought him to me, that 
we might-be companions in bondage. He added, that out of ele- 
ven Europeans and' fifty-fix Lafcars who were on board, only he 
and I of the former, and fourteen of the latter* were favecf from 
the wreck, the reft having been drowned in the attempt, except- 
ing lome who, overcome with terror, anguifli and anxiety, and 
ixhaufted with fatigue, had bid a formal adieu to their compa- 
nions, let go their hold, and calmly and voluntarily given them- 
felves up to the deep. 

I here took occafion to remark to him, what I have already 
laid to you, that thoufands lofe their lives for want of perfever* 
ance, fortitude, and courage, to prcferve them— Had the Englilh 
Purfer collected courage enough to hold faft till the' tide dbbed, he 
might have been fafe on Ihore as we were, as he was fuperiofto 
either of us in bodily ftrength. 

“ Ah ! nly friend !” laid he, lhaking his head defpondingly — 
“ is he worfe where he is ? I doubt whether death is not far pre- 
ferable to our prefent profpe£ls. ,v 
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w Come, come,” laid I, perceiving he was melancholy,, 
though I myfelf laboured under all the horrors he exprefled— 

« come, let us not think all will yet be well : I forelee it will ; 
and you muft know I have fomething of the prophet in my nature 
—perhaps the fecond fight.” I then told him my prefentimenta 
on leaving Goa, which much aftonilhed him — ftill more when 1 
acquainted him with the formal ads I had' done in confequence 
thereof, by Mr. Henshaw’s advice, and with his privity. 

‘ In fad, our joy at meeting was reciprocally great, and in fome 
refped cheered us for the time under all our miieries in hand, and 
the dreary profpedof thofe yet to come. 

Perceiving that he Hood as much in need of relief as I did 
when the Lalcar relieved me by. dividing his cloth, I took mine 
off, - tore it in two, and gave him half of it : you may well con- 
ceive our milery from this, if other circumftances were wanting, 
that fuch a thing as a rag of linen, not worth fix pence, was a. 
very material accommodation to us both.. 
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LETTER XLVIIL 


Yo v r Letter, occafioned by the account of my (hip- 
wreck and fubfequent difafter, gave me, my amiable boy ! as 
great pleafure as thofe difafters gave me pain. Your account, 
too, of John’s burfting into tears on the reading of it to him, had 
almoft a fimilar effeft upon myfelf : and I truft in the Almighty 
Difpofer of Events, that that excellent turn of mind will be fo 
fafhioned by the education I give you, as to make it the fource of 
boundlefs gratification and true greatnefs (by which I mean good- 
nefs) here, and of never-fading felicity hereafter. You fay you 
cannot account for it, but you found more happinefs at my efcape, 
than mifery at my misfortunes. I hail that circumftance as the 
ftrongeft mark of perfect excellence of diipofition. A great Moral 
Philofopher has laid it down as a maxim, that it is the furer mark 
of a good heart to fympathife with joy than with forrow ; and 
this inftance only comes in aid of that opinion of you which my 
fond hopes have always nourished. 

At the fame time I mufit declare to you, that my pleafure at 
efcaping fhipwreck was by no means as great as the agony my 
mind underwent at the profpeiSt now before me was poignant. I 

have 
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have already faid, and indeed with truth, that I ffiould have with 
much greater pleafure embraced death : I; who had been already fome 
years in India, and had opportunities of hearing, as well from my Fa- 
ther as from other Officers in the Service, whatrthe dilpofition of the 
Tyrant in whofe power I had now fallen was, knew too well the 
horrors of my Situation to feel any thing like hope. The unmer- 
ciful difpofition of Hyder, and all thofe in authority under him,, 
and the cruel policy of the Eaftern Chiefs, making the life of any 
one, particularly a Britiffi priloner, at the beft a precarious tenure,, 
I did not know the moment when death might be inflifted upon 
me with perhaps a thoufand aggravating circumftances: and at all: 
events, the affairs which demanded my prefence in India fe very 
importunately as- to urge me to all the fatigues and hardihips of a 
paffage over land; were, of themfelves, fufficient to make my 
mind uneafy ; but the abjedt ftate of want and nakednefs in which, 
it feemed I was likely to remain, ftruck a deep and damp horror 
to my heart, and almoft unman’d me.. 

Mr. Hall and I; however, endeavoured with all our might' 
to ftem the headldng torrent of our fate — Melancholy preyed 
deeply and iopenly upon him, while I concealed mine, and endea- 
voured to cheer the finking fpirits of that noble youth,- who, I. 
perceived, was -the prey rather of extreme fenfibility than feeble- 
nefsof mind.. All the horrors of fhiveririg nakednefs, though, to 
a mind delicate like his, and a perfon reared in the lap of luxury, 
Sufficiently goading, appeared as nothing when compared with one 
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lofs he had luflaincd in the depredations with which fiiipwrcck is 
conftantly followed up. In the cruel fufpenfe between life and 
death, which I have already deferibed, previous to my getting on 
ill ore, this amiable young man had fecured and treafured next his 
heart, as the infeparable companion of his fate, a miniature portrait 
of a young Lady : it hung round his neck, and was, by the unfeel- 
ing villains who feized him on his landing, taken away. This 
cruel deprivation was an inccflant corrofive to bis mind— the co- 
pious fource of anguiih to his heart — the hourly theme of the moft 
pathetic, afflicting exclamations. “ Had I,” he would cry, 
“ oh ! had I had but the good fortune to have gone to the bottom 
while yet it hung about my neck, I fhould have been happy : but 
now, feparated from the heavenly original, and bereft of the pre- 
cious image, what is life ? what would be life were I yet lure of 
it? What pleafure, what common content, has the world left for 
me? None — oh! none, none! Never lhall this heart again know 
comfort !” 

I did every thing I could to confole him, and, as far as I could, 
prevent him from dwelling on thofe gloomy fubjeCts. Our con- 
verfations were interefting and pathetic ; but, alas ! the picture, 
at every paufe, chafed away the flight impreffioris of the preced- 
ing converfe: no fufferings of the. body could countervail that 
lofs— no conlolation mitigate it ; and amidft the horrid reflections 
which unparalleled calamity impofed upon his mind, the lofs of that 
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one dear relic role paramount to all— and as every thought began, 
fo it ended, with the pi&urc. 

For lome days we lay in this place, cxpoled to the weather, 
without even the Header comfort of a little ftraw to cover the 
ground beneath us— our food, boiled rice,, lerved very lparingly 
twice a-day by an old woman, who juft threw a handful or more 
of it to each upon a very dirty board, which we devoured with 
thole Ipoons Nature gave us. 

At the end of that time, we, and, along with us, the 1 „af- 
cars, were ordered to proceed into the country, arid drove on foot 
to a confiderable diftance, in order to render up an account of our* 
felves to perfons belonging to Government, authorifed to take it. 
It was advanced in the morning when we moved, without receiv- 
ing any fort of l'uftcnance ; and were marched in that wafting cli- 
mate eight hours, without breaking our faft ; during which time 
we were cxpoled alternately to the (torching heat of the fun and 
heavy torrents of rain, which raifed painful blifters on our (kin : 
we had often to Hand cxpoled to the weather, or to lie down, 
under the preflure of fatigue and weaknefs, on the bare ground ; 
then wait an hour, or more, at the door of fome inlolent, unfeel- 
ing monfter, until he finilhed his dinner, or took his afternoon’s 
nap ; and when this was over, drove forward with wanton barba- 
rity by the people who attended us. 

You, my Frederick! who only know the mild and merci- 
ful difpofition of the People of Great Britain, where govern- 
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ment, religion, and long habit, have reduced charity and benevo- 
lence f b completely to a fyfletn that they feem to be innate prin- 
ciples of the mind, can have no conception of a People who will 
npt only look upon the worft human afflictions with indifference, 
but take a favage delight in the miferies of their fellow-creatures, 
even where no poffible advantage can be reaped from their inhuma- 
nity, and where the only reward they can propofe to themfelves 
for their cruelty is the pleafure of contemplating human fuffer- 
ings. 

Such, lorry am I to fay it, is the difpofition of fome parts of 
the Eaft Indies that I have been in : and although thole parts un- 
der the dominion of Great Britain owe their emancipation from 
the moll galling yokes to the Englifh— and though, under their 
aulpices, they live in a ftate of greater happinefs than ever they 
did, and greater freedom even than Britons themfelves — yet fuch 
is the wicked ingratitude of many of them, fuch the inflexible 
animofity arifing from a contradictory religion, that the death or 
fuffering of an Englifhman, or any misfortune that may befal him, 
often ferves only as matter of fport or amufement to them. It 
would be well if it refled there— but unfortunately they are worfe 
again ; for in general they have the like coldnefs and indifference, 
or indeed, to fpeak more properly, the like averfion, to each 
other’s good; and the fame diabolical principles of felfifhnefs and 
treachery pervade the greater number in thofevaft regions, almofl 
boundlefs in extent, and almofi matchlefs in fertility. 
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Two days after this, we were moved again, and marched up 
the country by a long and circuitous route, in which we underwent 
every hardship that cruelty could inflidl, or human fortitude en- 
dure — now bliftered with the heat, now drenched with the rain, 
and now chilled with the night damps— deftitute of any place but 
the bare earth to reft or lay our heads on, with only a fcanty pit- 
tance of boiled rice for our fupport — often without water to quench 
our thirft, and conftantly goaded by the guards, who pricked us 
with their bayonets every now and then, at once to evince their 
power, entertain the fpedlators, and mortify us. We arrived at 
Hydernagur, the metropolis of the province of Biddanore— a fort 
of confiderable ftrength, mounting upwards of feventy guns, con- 
taining a large garrifbn of men, and poflefied of immenfe wealth. 

It was about two o’clock in the morning when we arrived at 
Biddanore : the day was extremely hot, and we were kept out 
under the full heat of that broiling fun till fix o’clock in the even- 
ing, before we were admitted to an audience of the Jemadar, or 
Governor of the place, without having a mouthful of victuals of- 
fered to us after the fatiguing march of the morning. 

While we flood in this forlorn ftate, a vaft concourfe of people 
collected about, and viewed us with curiofity. Looking round 
through thofe who flood neareft, I obferved fome men gazing at 
me with ftrong marks of emotion, and a mixture of wonder and 
concern pourtrayed in their countenances. Surprifed to fee fuch 
fymptoms of humanity in a Myforian Indian, I looked at them 
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with more fcrutinizing attention, and thought that their faces 
were familiar to me. Catching my eye, they looked at me fig- 
nificantly, as though they would exprefs their regard and refped 
for me, if they dared ; and I then began to recoiled that they 
were formerly privates in my regiment of cavalry, and were then 
prifoners at large with Hydf.b. 

I was not lefs furprifed that thofe poor fellows fliould recog- 
nife me in my prefent miferable fallen ftate, than affeded at the 
lympathctic feeling they difclofed. I returned their look with a 
private nod of recognition ; but, feeing that they were afraid to 
lpcak to me, and fearing I might injure them by difcloling our 
acquaintance, I forbore any thing more. The guilty fouls of def- 
potic Governments are perpetually alive to fufpicion : every look 
alarms them ; and alarm or fufpicion never fails to be followed up 
with profcription or death. 

Men, when in the fullnels of power and pride of office, very 
feldom give themfdves time to refled upon the inftability of hu- 
man greatneis, and the uncertainty of earthly contingencies. 
When, inverted with all the trappings of authority, I commanded 
the regiment to which thofe poor fellows belonged, I would have 
thought that he fpoke wildly indeed who would have alledged 
that it was poflible I could ever become an objed of their pity— 
that I fliould rtand naked and degraded before them, and thev 
be afraid to acknowledge me : but, though I fliould have thought 
fo then, it was yet fome comfort to me, when that unfortunate 
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event did come to pafs, to reflect, that, when in power, I made 
fuch uie of it as to excite emotions in their bofoms of affection and 
refpect. Did the tyrant and overbearing infolent Chiefs con- 
fider this, and govern thcml'elves by its inftruCtions, they would go 
into the field with the conlbling reflection, that no gun would be 
levelled at their head except that of the common enemy — a thing 
that does not always happen. 


LETTER XLIX. 


Had we been made prifoners of war in battle againft an 
enemy, there is no law of Nature or Nations, no rule of reafon 
or principle of equity, that could palliate luch treatment as that 
which we now received: but, caft by misfortune and Ihipwreck 
on their there, we were entitled to folace and protection. The 
worft wretches who hangout fali'e beacons on the Wcftern Coafts 
• of England, to allure Ihips to their deftruftion, would not be cruel 
without temptation; and, if they did not exped to gain lime 
profit by it, would rather decline knocking their fellow -creatures 
in the head : hut thole barbarians, without any profit but what a 
malignant heart derives from the naileries of others, or any plealure 
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but what proceeds from their pain, exercifed upon us the moft 
\vanton cruelty. Compared with fuch treatment, inftant death 
Would have been an aft of mercy to us ; and we Ihould have had 
reafon to blefs the hand that infli&ed it. 

Mortifications of one fort or other — the mediant torturing of 
the mind on the rack of fufpenfe— the injuries to the animal fyftem, 
occafioned by conftant expofure to the weather, and the want of 
food— all conlpired to reduce me to the dimenfions and feeblenels 
of a Ikeleton. I had grown daily weaker and weaker, and was 
now nearly exhaufted, and quite faint ; while, on the other hand, my 
amiable companion in affli&ion was reduced by a dyfentery, which 
attacked him foon after our fhipwreck, and which the torments of 
his mind, the want of medicine and comfortable food, and, above 
all, the alternate violent changes from profufe perfpiration in 
walking to chilling cold at night, had increafed to fuch an alarming 
degree, that he was obliged to be carried the two laft days journey : 
—In this ftate, we appeared to each other as two fpedtres hanging 
over the brink of the grave : and in truth, perceiving the rapid 
progrefs he was making to his diflolution, I was affe&ed to a de- 
gree, that, while it really exafperated my own worn-down ftate, 
deprived me of all attention to the rapid decline I was falling into, 
and almoft- entirely engrafted my care. In my progrefs through 
life, I have had occafion to try feveral men, and have found 
among them many who were every thing that a good heart could 
wilh to find : but this young Gentleman had at once fo much fuavity 
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and Spirit — fuch. gentlenefs and fortitude— his fufferings (thole of 
his mind, as well as thofe of his body) were fo exquifite, and he 
bore them with fuch meeknels, tempered by fuch uninterrupted * 
good humour, and concealed and managed with fo much delicacy,, 
that I do not tranfgrefs the bounds of truth when I fay I never met 
one who fo entirely intcrefted my feelings, and attached my friend- 
fliip fo unalterably, upon principles of inftin&ive impulfe, as well 
as reafon.. Impelled' by the irrefiftibfe claims he had upon my 
approbation and efteem, I entered with all the warmth of a bro- 
ther into his fofferings, and can aflert with truth that they confti- 
tuted the fevered trials I underwent during my whole imprifon- 


ment. 

While we flood in the court, waiting to be brought before the 
Jemadar,, we prefented a fpedtacle that would have wrung pity, 
one would think, from the heart of a tiger, if a tiger was endued 
with reflexion. At length we were fummoned to appear before 
him, and' brought into his prefence. I had made up my mind for 
die occafion — -determined to deport myfelf in a manly, candid 
manner— and to letnoconfideration whatfoever lead me to any thing 
dilgraceful to my real charafter, ©r unworthy my fituation in life , 
and, finally, had prepared myfelf to meet, without flirinking, 
whatever misfortunes might yet be in ftore for me, or whatever 
cruelties the barbarous difpofttion or wicked policy of the Tyrant 
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On entering, we found the Jemadar in full Durbar.* He was 
then occupied with the reading of difpatches, and in tranliufting 
'other public buiinels. We were placed diredly oppolite to him, 
where wc flood for near an hour, during which time he never caft 
his eyes towards us : but when at laft he had concluded the buiinels 
in which he was engaged, and deigned to look at us, we were ordered 
to proftratc ourlelves before him : the Lai cans immediately obeyed 
the order, and threw themfclves on the ground ; but I contented 
myfelf with making a lalam, in which poor Mr. Hall, who knew 
not the Kaftern manner as I did, followed my example. 

As loon as this ceremony was over, the Jemadar (who was no 
other man than the famous Hyat Sahib that has made forne 
noile in the hiftory of that war) began to queftion me. He defired 
to know, who I was ? — what my profelfion was?— what was the 
caule and manner of my approaching the country of Hyder 
Alli? — To all thofe queftions 1 gave anfwers that ieemed to la- 
tisfy him. He then alked me, what news I had brought with me 
from Europe ? — inquired into the ftate of the army, and number of 
recruits dilpatched in the Ihips of that feafon — was minute and 
circumftantial in his queftions refpefting the nature and fuccefs of 
the war in Europe — and examined me clofely, touching the rer 
fources of the Eaft India Company. I law his drift, and was 
cautious and circumfped in my anfwers, and at the lame time 
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contrived to (peak with an air of candour that in feme fort fatis- 
fied him. 

Having exhaufted his whole firing of queftions, he turned the 
difeourfe to another fubjeCt — no lefs than his great and puiflant 
Ixjrd and Mafter, Hyder, of whom he had endeavoured to im- 
prefs me with a great, if not terrible idea— amplifying his power, 
his wealth, and the extent and opulence of his dominions— and 
deferibing to me, in the moft exaggerated terms, the number of 
his troops— his military talents — his vaft, and, according to hh 
account, unrivalled genius— his amazing abilities in conquering 
and governing Nations— and, above all, his many amiable quali- 
ties, and lplendid endowments of heart, no left, than underftand* 
ing. 

Having thus, with equal zeal and fidelity, endeavoured to im- 
prefs me with veneration for his Lord and Mafier, and for that pur- 
pofe attributed to him every perfection that may be fuppofed to be 
divided among all the Kings and Generals that have lived fince the 
birth of Christ, and given each their due, he turned to the Englifh 
Government, and endeavoured to demonftratc to me the folly and 
inutility of our attempting to refift his progrefs, which he con- 
pdred to that of the lea, to a tempefi, to a torrent, to a lion’s pace 
and fury — to every thing that anEafiern imagination could fuggefi 
as a figure proper to exempj^y grandeur and irrefiftible power. 
He then vaunted of his Sovereign’s fucceflcs over the Englilh, fome 
of which I had not heard of before, and did not believe; and con- 
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eluded by alluring me, that it was Hyder’s determination to drive 
all Europeans from Indoftan, which he averred he could not 
fail to do, conlidering the weaknels of the one, and boundlels 
power of the other. This part of Hyat Sahib’s difeourfe is 
well worth your remembering, as it will ferve to make a very di- 
verting contrail with his l'ubfcquent conduct. 

After having expended near half an hour in this manner, he 
called upon me to come over near him, and caufed me to feat my- 
felf upon a mat with a pillow to lean upon — encouraged me, by 
every means he could, by the mod gentle accents, and the mod 
foothing, mollifying language, to fpeak to him without the leall 
relerve — exhorted me to tell him the truth in every thing we 
fpoke of— and hinted to me, that my falling into his hands might 
turn out the mod fortunate event of my life. 

I was at a lols to what motive to attribute all thole lingular 
marks of indulgence •> but found that he had learned whofe Ion I 
was, and knew my father by reputation from the priloners, our 
Sepoys, who were now prifoners at large here : and as rank and 
office are the chief recommendation in the Eaft, as well as elle- 
where, or rather much more than any where elle, the lagacious 
Hyat Sahib found many claims to efteem and humanity in nle 
as the fon of a Colonel Campbell, which he never would have 
found in me had I been the fon of a^Jain humble farmer or trades- 
man in England. 
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After a full hour s audience, in winch Hy at Sahib treated 
me with diftinguilhed marks of his favour, conlidering my' fitua- 
tion, he difmiffed me with the ceremony of beetle-nut * rofe-wa- 
ter, and other compliments, which are iti that country held as the 
ftrongeft marks of politcnels, rel’peX, and good-will. 

Leaving the Durbar, I was led to the inner fort or citadel : and 
the officious zeal of thole about me, unwilling to let me remain 
ignorant of that which they conceived to be a molt fortunate turn 
in my affairs, gave the coup de grace to my mileries as 1 wear 
along, by congratulating me on the favourable opinion which tlu> 
Jemadar'had formed of me, and intimating at the lame time that 
I would toon be honoured with a relpeXablc command in Hydbh’s 
fervice. 

If I was miferable before, this intimation entirely deftroyed 
the laft remnant of peace or hope. I was determined to die a 
thoufand deaths looner than lerve any State hoftile to Great 
Britain— but ftill more a Tyrant, whole country, nature arid pi in- 
ciples I detefted, and could never think of without the greateft 
horror; and I judged, that if fuch an offer Ihould be made, and I 
refufed it, my life would fall a facrifice to their rage and dilap* 
peintment, or at leaft I Ihould live a life of imprifonraent, and 
never more behold country, family, friends, connexions, or any 
thing that I valued in life. 

*G 2 That 

* All aromatic nut which the Eaft Indians chew ; it is warm and afhingtnt, 
«ihd conlidered bj them a great reftorative. 



( 52 ) 


That night the Jemadar Tent me an excellent fupper, of not 
lefs than fix difhes, from his own table ; and although I had been 
fb long famifhing with the want of wholefome food, the idea of 
being enlifted in the fervice of Hyder ftruck me with fuch hor- 
ror, that I loft all appetite, and was fcarcely able to eat a mouth- 
ful. Mr. Hall and I, however, were feparated from the Lafcars, 
who were releafed, and forced to work. 

Notwithftanding the favourable intentions manifefted towards 
me by the Jemadar, as I have already mentioned, no mark of it 
whatloever appeared in our lodging. This confifted of a ftnall 
place, exa&ly the fize of our length and breadth, in the zig-zag 
of one of the gates of the citadel : it was open in front, but co- 
vered with a kind of a fhed on the top ; and a number of other 
prifbners were about us : each of us was allowed a mat and pil- 
low, and this formed the whole of our local accommodations. 
Upon my remarking it, we were told, that in conformity to the 
cuftom of the Circar,* we muft be treated lb for lome time, but 
that our accommodations would afterwards be extended, and made 
more agreeable to our willies : even, this was better than our fitu- 
ation fince we landed. 

In addition to this luxury, we were allowed to the value bf 
four pence halfpenny a day for our maintenance ; and a guard of 
Sepoys was put over us and a few more prilbners, one of whom 
was dire&ed to go and purchafe our viQuals, and do fuch like 
offices for us. 

Thii 
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This guard was changed every week— a ftrong mark 6f the 
fufpicious and wary, tempers of thofe people, Who could fear in- 
trigues and cabals between wretched prifoners like us and their fol- 
diers. 

In two or three days after this, Hyat Sahib fent for me, 
treated me with great kindnefs, gave me fome tea, and furnilhed 
me with two or three Ihirts, an old coat, and two pairs of breeches, 
which were ftripped from the dead bodies that were thrown afliore 
from the wreck— every thing that was faved from it being fent to 
Bidanore. At this interview he treated me with great reipedt — 
gave me, befides the articles already mentioned, thirty rupees— 
and, upon my going away, told me that in a few days a very flat- 
tering propofal would be made to me,, and that my Situation would 
be rendered not only comfortable, but enviable. 

It is impoflible forme to exprefs to you, my dear Frederick ! 
the horror I felt at the idea of this intended propofal — fori knew but 
too well what it meant. It was the fource of bitter mifery to my 
mind : neverthclefs, I determined to refill: every effort that Should 
be made, whether blandifhment, intreaty, or menace — to lay 
down my life itfelf, though in obfcurity, with honour— and to 
carry along with me, go where I would, the coulciouliiels of hav- 
ing done my duty. 

I have in the courfe of my life met with many people, who,, 
under the plaufible pretext of liberality and greatnels of mind, 
have called themfelves Citizens of the World, and declared that 
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the Country where they lived, be that what Country it might, was 

t 

thcir’s, and demanded their allegiance and protection : but I have 
always Ihrewdly fufpedled, that fuch men aCl from a confcioufnefs 
of being outcalls of their own Country — and, fcorned and re- 
jected by their fellow-citizens, would retaliate by affeCting to deny 
their natural attachment. There are men who neither love fa- 
ther, mother, filler, brother, or connection : luch, however, 
are, thank God! very thinly fown in this world; but, except it 
be a few fuch unilateral people, I am convinced that there is no 
one whofe heart does not confefs the patriotic paffion, and hum 
with a flame, more or lels ardent, of love for his Country. My 
predilections that way are naturally ftrong, and I am now happy 
to reflect that I evinced them by the moll unequivocal proofs : had 
I not, I were indeed, in my own opinion, fit for any punilhment, 
however ignominious ; and to all fuch as lift their arms againll 
their Country, as to Parricides, I will lay, in the words of the 
Poet, 

“ Nc ver pray more— abandon all remorfc : 
u On horror’s head, horrors accumulate ; 

“ Do deeds to make Heaven weep— all earth amaz’d ; 

“ For nothing can’ft thou to damnation add, 

“ Greater than that.” 


LETTER 
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LETTER' L. 


On the evening of that day on which the Jemadar 
Hyat Sahib had honoured me with an audience, given me clothes 
and • money, and informed me that a propofal, which he called 
flattering, would be made to me, I was fent for to attend, not at 
the Durbar, but at the houfe of a man high in office. As I ex- 
pected to meet Hyat Sahib himfelf, and trembled at the thoughts 
of his expeCted proportion, I was furprifed, and indeed pleafed, to 
find that it was with one of his people only I was to have a con- 
ference. This man, whole nam<*I now forget, received me with 
great kindnels, encouraged me, made me fit down with him, and 
began to fpeak of Hyat Sahib, whom he extolled to the Ikies, 
as a perfon endowed with every great and amiable quality ; in- 
forming me at the fame time, that he was poiTeflfed of the friend- 
ihip and confidence of his Mafter, Hyder Alli, in a greater de- 
gree than any other perfon — Tippoo Sahib, his own fon, not 
excepted : he then gave me the private hiftory of Hyat — laying, 
that he was born a Gentoo Prince, of one of the provinces of- 
the Malabar coaft, which had fallen beneath the irrefiftiblc arms of 
Hyder, and had been by him annexed to the vaft Mvforean Em* 
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pirc. Hyat, he laid, was then only a boy of eleven or twelve 
years of age, of a moft promifing genius, and a quicknefsof mind 
unufually met with in one of thole tender years. Hyder, who 
was in all relpe&s a man of unrivalled penetration, thought he 
faw in the boy that which, if properly cultivated, would turn out 
of vaft ufe to a State ; and as, in all Mahomedan Governments, 
unconnected, ilblated boys, oft-times Haves, are bred up in the 
Seraglio tofucceed to the great offices of the State, Hyder adopted 
the boy, had him made a Mahomedan, and, in fad, treated him 
as if he had been the iffiie of his own loins, and brought him up 
with all the affe&ion and tendernefs of a fond parent. I am the 
more particular in Hating this part of Hyat’s hiftory to you, as 
fome refpeftable Hiftoriaits, deceived by erroneous report, have 
faid that he was the illegitimate offspring of Hyder. The Sul- 
tan, however, was not difappogited in the expectations he had 
formed ; for Hyat Sahib had, in zeal, fidelity and attachment, 
as well as in intellectual faculties and talents for governing, even 
furpaffed the warmeft hopes of his Matter. 

Having given me this concife account of the Jemadar, he pro- 
ceeded to inform me, that the Arcot Sepoys, whom I have before 
mentioned to you, had difeovered to Hyat Sahib who I was, 
given him a full account of my family, and informed him that I 
had commanded a regiment of cavalry in the fervice of the Nabob 
of Arcot, together with a corps of infantry and artillery attached 
to it. In confequence of this report, Hyat Sahib, he laid, had 
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mtercftcd himfelf very warmly in my favour, and expreffed an 
anxious defire to render me a fervice. 

Thus far the difeourfe pleated me. Nothing was faid in it to 
give me alarm ; on the contrary, I indulged a hope, that, know- 
ing my rank, and the rank of my father, he would no longer en- 
tertain a hope of my entering into the fcrvice of Hyder, and, 
for the time I was to be imprifoned, treat me with luitable in- 
dulgence. But I flattered myielf too foon ; or,, as the old faying 
is, “ reckoned without my hoft.” 

When he had finithed his hiflory of Hyat Saiiib, which he 
overcharged with fulfomc panegyric, he told me, with a face full 
of that triumphant importance which one who thinks he is con- 
ferring a great favour generally aflumes, that it was the intention 
of Hyat Sahib, for and on behalf of his mailer the Sultan, to 
give me the command of five thouiand men — an offer which he 
tuppofed I could not think of declining, and therefore expected no 
other anfwer but a profufion of thanks, and llrong manifeilations 
of joy on my part. 

It is not pofliblc for me to deicribe to yon my diimay at this 
formal propofal, or pourtray to you the various emotions that took 
poifefiion of my brcail. Relentment had its ihare— the pride of 
the Soldier, not unaccompanied with the pride of Family and Rank, 
while it urged me to fpurn from me luch a bate accommodation, 
made me confider the otfer as a great infult. I therefore paufed a 
little, to fupprefs my feelings ; and then told him my firm retblu- 
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tion, never to accept of fuch a propofal ; and upon his exp rc fling 
great ailonilhment at my declining a ftation fo fraught with ad- 
vantage, I laid down, in the. bell manner I could, my realons ; 
jyul 1 mull lay, that he lillened to all the objections 1 llartcd with 
-great patience ; but, in the conclulion, laid he had little doubt ol 
finding means to overcome mv reluctance. 

He difmiffed me for the prclent, and I returned to my prilon, 
where I related to my companion, Mr. Hall, every thing that 
palled between us : we canvafled the matter fully, and he agreed 
with me, that it was likely to turn out a moll dreadful and cruel 
perfccution. It was on this occafion that I firfl felt the truth of 
the principle, that pcrlecution never fails to be liibverfive of its own 
end, and to promote that which it is intended to deftroy. There 
is, in the human mind, an innate abhorrence of compulfton ; and 
pcrlecution always gives new llrcngth and elafticity to the foul ; 
and at lafl, when llrained to its utmoll extent, makes Man fur- 
mount difficulties which at firfl i'eem to be beyond the reach of 
humanity. 

Piqued by the idea of perfccution, I began to feel a degree of 
enthufiafm which I was before a ftranger to : I looked forward, 
•with a kind of gloomy pleafure, to the miferies that brutal tyranny 
might inflidl upon me, even to death itfelf ; and already began to 
indulge the exultation of martyrdom. “ No,” laid I, “ my dear 
Hai.l ! never will I tarnilh the character of a Britifh Soldier— 
never will I difgrace my blood or my profeffion — never lhall an 
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aft of mine fully the pure fame of my revered Father — never (hall 
any fufferings of mine, however poignant, or worldly advantage, 
however feduftive, tempt me to do that which his noble l’pirit 
would regard with horror or contempt. I may, and I forclec I mull 
be milerable; but I never will be bale or degenerate !” Indeed, I 
had wrought myfelf up to inch a pitch of firmnels, that 1 am per- 
fuaded the mod exquilitc and refined cruelties which the ingenuity 
of an Iroquois Indian could have inflifted on my body, would have 
been utterly incapable of bending the ftubborn temper of my 
mind. 

The place in which we were lodged was lituated in a way not 
verv favourable to our feelings. Juft within light of it, the Com- 
mandant of the citadel held a Court— by him yclep’d a Court of 
Jufticc — where the moll (hocking, barbarous cruelties were hourly 
excrciled— moft of them for the purpofe of extorting money, and 
compelling the dil'covery of hidden, or liippolitious hidden trea- 
fures. Indeed, five fixths of thole who fullered were of this dc- 
(cription ; and the procels purlucd was as artful as baibarous ■ they 
firft begairwith carefTcs, then proceeded to examination and crols- 
examination, thence to threats, thence to punilhment, and, 
finally, to the moft cruel tortures. 

Direftlv oppofite to us, was imprifoned an unfortunate per- 
fon, who had for vears been a clofe captive, and the l'port and 
liibjcft of thole enormities. l ie was a man once of the higheft 
rank in the Country where now he was a prifoncr : for a ieries of 
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years he had been Governor and foie Manager of the whole pro- 
vince of Bidanore. This was during the reign of the laft Rana, or 
Queen, whofe family had been Sovereigns of the Country for time 
immemorial, till Hydkr made a conqueft of, and annexed it to 
his other ufurpations. Unfortunately for him, he was fuppofed 
to have amafied and fecreted enormous treafures, in confcquence 
of which he had already undergone the fiery ordeal of torture l'cvc- 
ral times. He was fuppofed to have produced, from firft to laft, 
about fifteen lacks of pagodas ; and then, in the courfe of eighteen 
months, was degraded gradually, from the high refpeift in which 
he was at firft held, down to a moft abjedt ftate — threatened, 
flogged, punifhed in a variety of ways, and, finally, put to the 
moft cruel tortures. I myfelf faw him treated with the higheft 
degree of refpeft, and afterwards brought to the loweft ftage of 
mifery and humiliation. One thing, however, I rauft not forget, 
is the fortitude with which he and all of them bore their punifh- 
ment : it was truly heroic — indeed, beyond all belief. Nothing 
could furpafs it, except the Ikill and inventive ingenuity which the 
barbarians exhibited in ftriking out new modes of torture. My 
foul fickened with horror at the fight : the amiable Hall could 
worfe fupport it than his own miferies, and loft all that fortitude, 
in his feeling for others’ misfortunes, which he difplayed in fo 
unbounded a (hare in his own : and often, very often, we found 
the rigour and feverity of our own fituation utterly forgotten in 
our .»;i ; ;uiiii and fympathy for the fufferings of others. Never fhall 
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1 forget it : uever (hall 1 think without horror of the uCcurfed policy 
and wicked tyranny of the Eaftern Governments, where every 
fenic of humanity is extinguished, and Man, more mercilcfs than 
the tiger, riots in the blood of his fellow-creatures without caufc. 

Mr. Hall, notwithstanding the various fufterings both of mind 
and body which lie had undergone, began to recruit, and get a 
little better ; and this circuit) fiance, of itfelf, diffufed a flow of* 
Spirits over me that contributed to my Support. We confoled each 
other by every means we could devife— Sometimes indulging in all 
the luxury of woe — Sometimes rallying each other, and, with ill- 
diffembled fprightlinefs, calling on the Goddefs Euphrosyne to 
come with her “ quirps and cranks , and wreathed j miles but, 
alas! the mountain nymph, fweet Liuerty, was far away, and 
the Goddefs Shunned our abode. We however began to conceive 
that we might form a Syltem for our relief, and, by a methodical 
arrangement, entrench ourfelves from the affaults of grief : to this 
end, we formed Several resolutions, and entered into certain en- 
gagements — fuch as, never to repine at our fate, if we could— to 
draw confolation from the more dreadful lot of others, ij we could ; 

and to encourage hope— hope that comes to all ; and, on the 

whole, to confine our converfation as much as poSliblc to Subjects 
of an agreeable nature : but thefe, like many other rules which 
we lay down for the conduit ot life, were often broken by nccci- 
fity, and left us to regret the fallibility of all human precautionary 
Syftems. 
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The youth and (Length of Mr. Hall was to the full as ade- 
quate as mine to the fupport of any perfonal hardfhip : his intel- 
lectual powers were excellent, his temper incomparable, and his 
fortitude unparalleled ; yet could I fee, that fomething more than 
appeared upon the furface wrought within him, and gnawed his 
heart with hidden pain. United as we were by fentiment, as 
well as by parity of fuffering, I felt for him too deeply, not to 
have an intcrefting curiofity to know what it was that preyed upon 
his mind : we had now been, months together, fellow-luffercrs ; 
and I thought myfelf not without fome claim to his confidence — 
I told him fo, and deli red him to impart to me his (lory ; which 
he, with his accuftomed luavity and condefcenfion, agreed to— 
a (Turing me that it was not fuch a (lory as could requite the trouble 
of hearing it, or intcreft any one but himfelf, or lomc very warm 
friend indeed : fuch, however, he added, he took me to be ; and, 
as fuch, would tell it to me. I think it, however, worth relating, 
and will give it to you in his own words'; and, though it be very 
(hort, mud defer the relation to another Letter* 
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LETTER LI. 


Mr . Hall having, as I told you in ray laft, obligingly- 
agreed to favour me with a relation of his ftory, I now give it to 
you as nearly in his own words as I can remember them. He pro- 
ceeded thus : 

“ Although you are now, my dear friend ! a witnefs to my 
being the moft perfectly wretched of all created beings, yet the 
time is- not long paft when fortune fmiled upon and gave me pro- 
mile of as much happinefs as Man in this wretched vale of tears is 
allowed by his circumfcribed nature to hope for. I have fecn the 
time, when each revolving fun rofe to u flier me to a day of joy, 
and fet to confign me to a night of undifturbed repole — when the 
bounties of Nature, and the produ&ions of Art, were poured with 
the profufion of fond paternal affeftion into my lap — when troops 
<jf friends hailed my rifing profpetfs — when health and peace made 
this perfon their uninterrupted abode — and when the moft benig- 
nant love that ever Hefted a mortal filled up the meafurc of my 
blifs. Yes, Campbell ! it was once my happinefs, though now, 
alas ! the fource of poignant milery, to be blefled with the belt 
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parents that ever watched over the welfare of a child — with 
friends, too, who loved me, and whom mv heart cherished — and 
— O God ! do I think of her, and yet retain my lenfes — with 
the affections of a young lady, than whom Providence, in the 
fullnel's of its power and bounty to Mankind, never formed one 
more lovely, one more angelic in perlbn, more heavenly in dilpo- 
fition, more rich in intellectual endowments. Alas ! my friend, 
will you, can you pardon thole warm ebullitions of a fond palfion ? 
will you for a moment enter into my feelings, and make allow- 
ance for thofe tranlports ? Put how can you ? Your friendlhip and 
pity may indeed induce you to excufe this interruption ; but, to 
iympathife truly, and feel as 1 feel, you mull have known the 
charming girl herfelf. 

“ My father, though he did not move in the v ery firfb walk of 
life, held the rank of a Gentleman by birth and education, and was 
refpeflable, not only as a man of conliderable property, but as a 
perfon who knew how to turn the gifts of fortune to their bell 
account: he was generous without prodigality, and charitable 
without oftentation : he was allowed by all who knew him to be the 
moll tender of hulbands — the moll: zealous and' fincere of friends; 
and I can bear witnefs to his being the bell of parents. As long as 
I- can remember to have been able to make a remark, the tender- 
nels of both my father and mother knew no bounds : I feemed to 
occupy all their thoughts, all their attention ; and in a few years, 
as I thank God I never made an unfuitable return, for their affec>- 
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tion, it increafcd to fuch a degree, that their cxiftenec Teemed to 
hang upon mine. 

“ To make as much of a child To beloved as his natural talents 
would allow, no expence was fpared in my education: from 
childhood, every inflruction that money could purchafe, and every 
allurement to learn that fondnefs could fuggeft, were bellowed 
upon me ; while my beloved father, tracing the advances I made 
with the magnifying eve of affebtion, would hang over me in 
rapture, and enjov bv anticipation the fame and honours that, 
overweening fondnefs fuggelled to him, mull one day furround 
me. Thgfe prejudices, my dear friend ! arifing from the excefsof 
natural aftebtion, are cxcul'cabte, if not amiable, and deferve a better 
fate than dilappointment. Alas! mv honoured father, you little 
knew— -and, oh ! may you never know, what lort of fame, what 
lort of honours, await your child ! May the anguifh he endures, 
and his mod calamitous fate, never reach your ears ! — for, too 
well I know, ’twould give a deadly wrench to your heart, and 
precipitate you untimely to your grave. 

“ Thus years rolled on ; during which, time feemed to have 
added new wings to his flight, fo quickly did they pafs. Un- 
marked by any of thofe finifter events that parcel out the time in 
weary ftages to the unfortunate, it flid on unperceived ; and an 
enlargement in my fl.ze, and an increafe of knowledge, were all 
I had to inform me that eighteen years had parted away. 
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•* It w'as at this time that i firft found the fmooth current of my 
tranquillity interrupted, and the tide of my feelings fwelled and 
agitated, by the acccffion of new dreams of lenfation— In fhort, 
I became a tlave to tlvc delicious pains of Love ; and, after having 
borne them in concealment for a long time, at length collected 
courage to declare it. Frankncfs and candour were among the 
virtues of my beloved : die liftened to proteftations of affeftion. 
and, rifing above the little arts of her lex, avowed a reciprocal 
attachment. The raeafure of my blifs feemed now to be full s 
the purity of my paffion was fuch, that the thoughts of the groflfer 
animal defires never once occurred ; and happy in loving, and in 
being beloved, we pafied our time in all the innocent blandifliments 
which truly virtuous Love infpires, without our imaginatioa 
teaming ev$n for an inftant into the wilds of fenfualitv. 

“ As I was to inherit a genteel, independent fortune, my father 
propofed to breed me up to a learned profefiion — the I .aw ; rather 
to invigorate and exercifc my intellects, and as a ftep to rank in the 
State, than for mere lucrative purpoles. I was put to one of the 
Univcrfities, with an allowance tinted to his intentions towards 
me ; and was immediately to have been feut to travel for my 
further improvement, when an unforefeen accident happened, 
which completely cruthed all my father’s views, dalhcd the cup 
of happinefs from my lips, and brought me ultimately to that 
deplorable ftatc in which you have now the misfortune to be joined 
along with me. 
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“ It was but a few months antecedent to my embarking for 
the Eaftern World, that my father, whom I had for fornc time 
with forrow obferved thoughtful, ftudious and melancholy, took 
me into his ftudy, and, ieizing my hand, and looking earneftly into 
my face, while his countenance betrayed the violent agitation of 
his mind, alked me emphatically, if 1 thought 1 had fortitude to bear 
the greateft poftiblc calamity r I was liorror-ftruck at his emotion, 
accompanied by fuch a queftion— but replied, I hoped 1 had. lie 
then aiked me, if 1 had affe&ion enough for him to forgive him if 
he was the caufe of it ? I anfwered, that the idea connected with 
the word forgivenefs, was that which 1 could never be brought by 
any earthly circumftance to apply to my lather ; but begged him at 
once to dilclolc the worft to me — as, be it what it might, my 
milery could not iurpal's what 1 then felt from thcmyfterious man- 
ner in which he then (poke. 

“ He then told me that he was an undone man — that he had, 
with the very belt intentions, and with the view of aggrandizing 
me, engaged in great and important ipcculations, which, had 
they tucceeded, would have given us a princely iortune— - but, 
having turned out, unfortunately, the reverfc, -had left him little 
above" beggary. He added, that he had not the refolution to com- 
municate his Ioffes to me, until neceflity compelled him to tell me 
all the truth. 

“ Although this was a levcrc Ihock to me, 1 endeavoured to 
conceal my feelings from my father, on whole account, more than 
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on my own, I was aflc&cd, and pretended to make as light of it 
as to very important a misfortune would jultifv; and I had the hap- 
pinels to perceive that the worthy man took fome comfort from my 
l'uppofed indifference. 1 conjured him not to let fo very trivial a 
thing as the lofs of property, which could be repaired, break in 
on his peace of mind or health, which could not ; and obfervcd 
to him, that we had all of us ftill enough— -for that my private 
property (which 1 pofiefled independent of him, and which a re- 
lation left me) would amply fupply ail our neceffities. 

* “ Having thus endeavoured to accommodate my unhappy fa- 

ther’s feelings to his Ioffes, I had yet to accommodate my own ; and 
began to revolve in my mind what was likely to enfue from, and 
what ftep was moft proper to be taken in, this dreadful change of 
circumftances. That which lay neareff to my heart firll occurred ; 
—you will readily guels that I mean my Love : to involve her I 
loved more, far more, than my life, in the misfortunes of my fa- 
mily, was too horrible a confideratioti to be outweighed even by 
the dread of loling her. I knew not what to do, and 1 thought upon 
it till I became almoft enfrenzied — In this ftate 1 went to her, and 
unfolded the whole ftate of our concerns, together with my relolu- 
tion not to involve her in our ruin ; — when — can you believe it ?--•- 
the lovely girl infilled on making my fate indiflolubly her’s — not, as 
file laid, that Ihe had the fmalleft apprehenfion lapl'e of time or change 
of circumllance could make an alteration in our affe&ion, but that 
flic wilhed to give my mind that repole which) might derive from’ 
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fecurity. This I would by no means accede to ; and, for the pre- 
lent, we contented ourfelves with mutual vows of eternal fidelity. 

“ As loon as I thought my father’s mind fit for l'uch a converf- 
ation, I opened to him a plan I had formed of coming to India, 
to advance my fortune. His underftanding approved of it, but 
his heart dilTcnted ; and he find, that to part with me would give the 
finilhing ftroke to his misfortunes : but, as my intereft Was toler- 
ably good, 1 reprefented to him the great likelihood I had of iuc- 
cefs‘; and at laft, with fomc difficulty, he confcnted. 

“ My next fiep was to acquaint Mils with mv relolu- 

tion. I purpofely pals over a meeting which no power of language 
can deferihe ! — then how can I ? — Oh ! Campbell, the remem- 
brance of it gnaws me like a vulture here,” (and he put his hand 
upon his heart, while the tears rolled down his cheeks), “ and 
W'ill loon, loon bring me to mv end. 

“ Not to detain you with vain efforts to deferibe all our feel- 
ings, I will confine myfelf to telling you, that after having made 
every neceffary preparation, and divided with my much honoured 
parents the little property I polfeffed, I let fail for India, in a Hate 
of mind compared with which the horrors of annihilation would 
Have been enviable : the chaos in my thoughts made me infallible 
to every object but one ; and I brooded with a fort of flupid, 

gloomy indulgence, over the portrait of Mifs , which hung 

round my neck, and was my inleparable companion, till the people 
who foiled me as I came alhore plundered me of it, and thereby 

deprived 
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deprived me of the lull refuge for comfort I had left. Oh ! mon- 
itors ! barbarians ! had you glutted your favage fury by diffevering 
my limbs, one after another, from my body, it would have bear 
merev, compared with depriving me of that little image of her I 
love ! But it is all over, and I fhall loon link into the grave, and 
never more be bleficd with the view of thole heavenly features, till 
we meet in that region where all tears are wiped away, and where, 
I trull, we lhall be joined together for endlels ages, in eternal, 
never-fading bills !” 


LETTER LI/. 


On the day fuccecding that on which the agent of Hyat 
Sahib had held the dilcourfe with me, mentioned in my laft Let- 
ter but one, I was again lent for, and brought to the fame perlon, 
who alkcd me, whether I had duly coniidered of the important 
offer made me by Hyat Sahib, and of the confcquenccs likely to 
refult from a refufal ? and he apprifed me at the lame time, that 
the command of five thoufand men was an honour which the firfl 
Rajahs in the Myforean dominions would grafp at with tranfport. 
I told him I was well convinced of the honour fuch a command 
would confer on any man but an Englifhmkn, whole Country 

being 
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being the object of Hyder’s inceflant hoftility, would make the 
acceptance of it infamy — that although I knew there were but too 
many Engliflnncn apoftates to their Country, 1 hoped there were 
but few to be found in India willing to accept of any emoluments, 
however great, or any temptations, however Ipecious, to fly from 
the ftandard of their Country, and njllv round that of its bittcreft 
enemy— that, for my own part, being of a name ever foremoft 
in the ranks of loyalty and patriotifm, and of a family that had 
hitherto detracted nothing from the honours of that name, fuch 
an aCt of apoftacy would be peculiarly infamous in me, and I 
could view it in no bettw light than traitorous and parricidal— 
that, independent of all thole claims, which were ol thcmlclves 
Jiifficient to deter, me, I felt within mylelf a principle, perhaps 
innate, perhaps inlpired by military habit, that forbade my acced- 
ing— and, finally, appealed to the good leni'e of Hyat Sahib, 
whether a man who in Inch cireumflances had betrayed his Conn- 
(rv, and facriiieed her intcrefts to his ow n was iuch a 
perlon as confidence could properly be put in. 

Notwithstanding thefe, and a thoufand other remonflranccs, 
which I cannot immediately recollect, but which the hazaids of 
iirv iituation fuggefted, he ftill continued to prels me, and ufed 
cverv argument, every periuafion, that ingenuity could diilatc, 
or hints of punifhment enforce, to fiiake my purpofe-- but in 
vain : attachment to Country and family role paramount to all 
other coniidcrations ; and I gave a peremptory, decilive 1 cfufiih 

Circum- 
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Circumflanccd as l was, it was impoflible for me to keep an 
accurate journal of the various incidents that pafled, or viciflitudes 
of thought that occurred, during the period of my imprifonment. 
indeed, I was lcarcely confcious of the length of my captivity, and 
could not, till I was releal'ed, determine exadtly how long it had 
continued. You mud therefore content yourfelf to be told in ge- 
neral terms, that I was repeatedly urged on the fubjedt by fair 
perfuafives : they then had rccourfe to menace ; then they with- 
held the daily pittance allowed for my fupport ; and at length 
proceeded to coercion, tying a ■ rope round my neck, and hoifting 
me up to a tree. All this, however, I bore firmly : if it had any 
effedt, it was to confirm me in my refolution, and call in policy 
to the aid of honour’s dictates. Every man of feeling or reafon 
muft allow, that it was better to die, than live a life of fubjcdlion 
to tyranny fo truly diabolical. 

Mr. Hall and I, thus drove to the brink of extindlion, yet 
conlbled ourlelves with the reflection, that thofe whom mod we 
loved were not (haring our unhappy fate, and were fortunately 
ignorant of our fufferings ; and as I enjoyed perfedt good health, 
hope yet lived within me. 

There is a fpring, an elafficity, in every man’s mind, of which 
the owner is rarely, very rarely confcious, becaufe fortunately 
the occafions feldom occur in which it can be brought fb the proof ; 
for, as laffitude is the neceffary forerunner of refrefhment, lb is 
extreme dejedtion to the moll vigorous exercile of our fortitude. 

So 
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So I found it : as the horrors of my fituation thickened round me, 

1 felt my Spirits incrcafe ; my refolution became more firm, my 
hopes more latiguinc — I even began to look forward, and form 
projects for the future : whole hours amufement, every day and 
every night, arofe from the contemplation of my beloved boy ; 1 
in imagination traced his growth, directed his riling lentiments, 
formed plans for his future luccefs and profperity, and indulged by 
anticipation in all the enjoyment which 1 now truft I lhall vet 
have- in his ripened manhood. 

Thus we continued for many months, during which no altera- 
tion whatfoever took place in our treatment or lituation. Wc heard 
a thoufanfl contradictory reports of victories gained over the Englifih, 
and again of fome fuccefles on their part: they, however, defifted to 
prefs me into their fervice. The only relief from our fufterings lay 
in the r do u ices of our own minds, and in our mutual endeavours 
to pleafe and confolc one another : the circumfhmces of aggrava- 
tion were the needfity of daily bearing witnefs to the moft barba- 
rous puuifhments inflicted upon wretched individuals under the 
femblance of jufticc, and the octaiional deprivation of our food, 
either by the fraud of the Sepoys who attended us, or the caprice or 
cruelty of their luperiors. It is but juflicc, however, to fay, that 
they were not all : fome overflowed with mercy, charity , 
and tile milk of human kindnefs; while others, again, were almoft 
as bad men as the Sovereigns they lerved. We were not allowed 
the ufe of pen, ink, or paper ; and very feldom could afford our- 
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(elves the luxury of (having, or clean linen : nor were we at all 
(heltered from the inclemency of the weather, till at length a lit- 
tle room was built for us of mud, which being Small and damp, 
rendered our fituation worle than it was before. 

The prifoner whom I have already mentioned, as having, in 
the time of the former Sovereign, held the firft office in Bidanore, 
dill continued oppofite to me ; and he and I at length began to un- 
derftand each other, and found means, by looks, figns and ges- 
tures, to exchange thoughts, and hold an intercourle of Sentiments 
together. From the circumftance of his being a native, and bet- 
ter (killed in the language than me, he had much better intelligence 
than I could poffibly have, and he was always eager to convey to 
me any circumftance or news that he thought might be agreeable : 
lome meflages alio pafled between us, by means of the Sepoys 
who had alternately been«his guard and mine— for our guards 
were changed every week. 

Projects and hopes of a new kind now began to intrude them- 
felves on my thoughts ; and I conceived a defign, which I flattered 
myfelf was not entirely impracticable, to effeCt an efcape,. and 
even a revolt in the place. A variety of circumftances concurred . 
to perluade me, that the tyranny of Hyder, and his Servant 
Hyat Sahib, was abhorred, though none djred: to. give vent to 
their (entiments. I thought I could obferve, that the native pri- 
foner oppofite to me was privately beloved, and might, from the 
recollection of his former dignities, have confiderable influence in 

the 
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the place. Several Arcot Sepoys and their Officers (fome of them 
belonging to my own regiment) were alfo prifoners at large ; and 
withal I recolle&ed, that difficulties apparently more ftupend- 
ous had been overcome by Engliffimen— having often heard it af- 
ferted, that there was not a prilon in the known world out of 
which a Britifh 111 bj eel had not made his efcape. 

Fray gilt with thole conceptions, I attempted to found the Of- 
ficers of the Arcot Sepoys, whether it were not poffible for 
us to effeCi our efcape ? So ardent is the flame of Liberty in all 
men’s breafts, fo great is the deteflation of human nature to 
Slavery, that I perceived a manifefl: willingnefs in the people 
about us to join me in an attempt to procure our liberty, orbring 
about a revolt in the garrifon. My heart beat high with the hope ; 
and I began to flatter myfelf, that the day was not far removed 
when we fhould not only bid defiance to our tyrants, but even 
make them repent the day on which we were call affiore on their 
coaft. 

Having thus diftantly founded all who I thought were likely to 
concur, upon the practicability of the attempt, and found them, as 
I conceived, difpofed to take fhare in it, it yet remained to conlider 
of the quomodo — and, after having formed the general outlines of 
a plan, to lick it intojhape. The firfl: of thefe was a critical con- 
lideration : the fecond required addrefs and management, and 
was likely to be impeded by the vigilance of the people about, 
who would not fail to remark, and take the alarm, from any un- 
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ufuat intercouffe or difeourfe between us ; and without a mutual 
communication of thoughts, and full deliberation by all parties 
concerned, as well as knowledge of the fort and its different gates, 
nothing could, with any profjpc& of lhccels, be determined — 
nothing, without the moft imminent hazard, be attempted. I 
therefore held various councils with my own mind, ami with 
Mr. Hall, on the fobjedt — moft of which were abortive, with- 
out at ail'difcou-raging us. 

At loft I began to think of founding the Bidanorc prifoner, 
ci-devant Governor of the place ; and determined, if poffible, 
to bripg him into our confoltations, as 1 had before hoped to make 
him a party in the execution of the projedt : but while I was 
fettling all this, much to my own fetisfadlipn, an event occurred 
which extinguifhed all my hopes in that way— of which you lhall 
have an account kx my next Letter.. 


LETTER 



( 77 ) 


LETTER LI1I. 


W hether tlie plan which I mentioned in my laft was 
difcovered or not, or from what other motive it arofe, I have not to 
this day been able to decide ; but fo it was, that while my fanguine 
mind was overflowing with the hopfc of carrying my projeft for 
an efcape into effeCt, Mr. Hall and I were one day unexpectedly 
loaded with irons, and faftened together, leg by leg, by one bolt. 
This, as nearly as I can compute, was four or five months before 
my releafe. Of all the circumftances of my life, it has made the 
ftrongeft imprefllon upon my mind : it unexpectedly and fuddenly 
broke down the molt pleafing fabric my imagination had ever 
built. The furprrfe occafioned by the appearance of tire irons, and 
the precautionary manner in which it was undertaken, was indeed 
great: ftill more was I furprifed to obferve, that the perfon 
who was employed to fee this put in execution, manifefted un- 
iifual emotions, feemed much affe&cd, and even flied tears as he 
looked on : and while the fuddennefs and cautionary mode of 


doing it convinced me that feme refinance on our part was appre- 
hended, the farrow which the Officer who luper intended it difclofed, 
portended in my mind a fatal, or at lcaft a very ferious iffue. 


Un- 



{ W ) 


Unfortunately, poor Mr. Hall had for fome time been 
affli&ed with a return of his dreadful diforder, the dyfentery ; 
and our being (hackled together increafed an unconquerable mortifi- 
cation of feelings which he had before undergone, from a delicacy of 
nature that would have done honour to the moft modeft virgin, be 
her fenfibility ever fo exquifite, or her delicacy ever fo extreme — 
And here, my dear Frederick! I cannot let flip this opportunity 
of remarking to you, that the man, as well as the woman, who 
would render himfelf truly amiable in the eyes of his fellow -crea- 
tures, fliould cultivate delicacy and modefly, as the mofl captivat- 
ing of all the moral'virtues : from them, heroilm derives additional 
luftre — wit, ten-fold force— religion and morality, the charms of 
perfuafion — and every perfonal aftion of the man, irrefiftible dig- 
nity and winning grace. From this unlucky event, I received a 
temporary depreflion ; and the rapidly increafing illnefs of poor 
Hall rendered my fituation more than ever calamitous; 
when, again, my fpirits, eagerly prone to grafp at every thing 
that gave a momentary hope of fupport, were a little recruited by 
confufed rumours of the Englilh army having made a” defcent on 
the Malabar coaft : and fo powerful is the influence of mind on 
the animal fyftem, that Mr. Hall enjoyed from the report a 
momentary alleviation of his malady ; but, having no medical 
afliftance, nor even fufficient foftenance to further the favourable 
operations of Nature, he relapfed again ; the difeafe fell upon him 
with redoubled fury : a very fcanty portion of boiled rice, with a 
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more fcanty morfel' of ftinking fait fifh or putrid flefh, was. a very 
inadequate fupport for me, who, though- emaciated, was in health 
—and very improper medicine for a pcrfon labouring under a ma- 
lady fuch as Mr. Hall’s, which required comfort, good medical 
Ml, and delicate nutritious food. The tea which Hyat Sahib 
had given me was expended ; and we were not allowed to be 
fhaved from the hour we were put in irons, atv indulgence of that 
kind being forbidden by the barbarous rules of the priiou: and, to 
refine upon our tortures, ileep, “ the balm of hurt minds,” was 
not allowed us uninterrupted ; for,, in conformity to another regu- 
lation, we were difturbed every half hour by a noile fomething, 
refombling a watchman’s rattle, and a fellow who, ftriking every 
part of our irons with a kind of hammer, and examining them, 
left they fhouldbe cut, broke in. upon tlrnt kind reftorative, and. 
awoke our fouls to frelh horrors. 

As it muftbe much more naturally matter of aftonifhment that 
any bodily ftrength could fupport itfelf under fuch complicated cala- 
mities, than-th^t infirmity fhould fink beneath them, you will be ra- 
ther grieved than furprifed to hear that poor Mr. Hall was now ap- 
proaching to his end with hourly accelerated fteps. Every application 
that I made in his favour was refufed, or rather treated with cruel 
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neglefil and contemptuous filence ; and I forefaw, with inexprefli- 
ble anguifh and indignation, that the barbarians would not abate 
him in his laft minutes one jot of mifory, and that my moft ami- 
ahle friend was fated to expire under every attendant horror that 
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mere i'ubluuary citicumftatvccs could create. But that pity which 
the mighty, the powerful and enlightened denied, natural bene- 
volence operating upon an uninformed mind-, and Icanty means, 
afforded us. Hyat Sahib, the powerful* tire wealthy, the Go- 
vernor of a. great and opulent province, refufed to an expiring fel- 
low-creature a little cheap relief— while a poor Sepoy taxed his 
little means to fupply it : one who guarded us, of his own accord, 
at hazard of imminent puniflunent, purchaled us a lamp and a 
little oil, which we burned for the laft few nights. 

Philolophers and Divines have declaimed upon the advantages 
of a well-fpent life, as felt in articulo mortis ; and their efforts 
have had, I hope, fome effect upon the lives of many. To wit- 
nets ojie example fuchas Mr. Hall held forth, would be worth 
volumes of precepts on this fubjedl. The unfeigned refignation 
with which he met his diflolution, and the majeftic fortitude with 
which he looked in the face the various circumftances of horror 
that {urrounded him, rendered him the moft dignified object I ever 
beheld or conceived, and the moft glorious inftance of conlcious 
virtue triumphing over the terrors of death, and the cunning bar- 
barity of Mankind. Were the progrefs of virtue attended with 
pain, and the pra&ice of vice with pleafure, the adoption of thp 
former would be amply repaid by its Toothings in the dreadful mo- 
ment, even if it were to accompany us no further. . About a 
quarter of an hour before he died, Mr. Hall broached a moft 
tender fubjeft of converfation, which he followed up with a feries 
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of obfervations, fo truly refined, lb exquifitclv turned, fo delicate 
and io pathetic, that it teemed almoft the language of inlpiration, 
as if, in proportion to the decay of the body, intellect increafed, 
and the dying man had become all mind. Such a convertation I 
never remembered to have heard, or heard of. Its efieCls upon 
me were wonderful ; for, though the combination of melancholy 
circumftances attending my now critical fituation had almoft railed 
my mind to frenzy, 'the lalutary influence of his words and exam- 
ple controuled the excefles of my fenfations ; and I met the afflict- 
ing moment of his departure with a degree of tranquillity, which, 
though not to be compared to his, has on reflection appeared to 
me aftonilhing. This converlation continued to the very inftant 
of his death ; during which time he held my hand clalped in his, 
frequently enforcing his kind expreffions to me with a fquecze— 
while my forrow, taking its molt ealy channel, bedewed my face 
with tears. As he proceeded, my voice was choaked with my feel- 
ings ; and I attempted once or twice in vain to Ipeak. His hand 
grew cold : he laid his lower limbs were all lifelels, and that he 
felt death coming over him with flow creeping fteps— He again 
moralized, thanking God with pathetic fervour for his great mercy 
in leaving him his intellects unclouded, and the organ of commu- 
nication (the tongue) unenfeebled, that, to the laft, he might 
folace his friend and fellow-i'ufferer— 1 “ Ah ! Campbell !” con- 
tinued he, “ to what a feries of miferies am I now leaving you ! 
Death in Inch circumftances is a bldling— I view mine as fuch; 
and Ihould think it more lo, if it contributed, by awakening thole 
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people to a fenfe of their cruelty, to foften their rigour to you : 
but cruelty like their’s is fyftematic, and ftoops not to the controul 
of the feelings. Could I hope that you would yet efcape from 
their dutches, and that you would once more prefs your family to 
your bofom, the thought would brighten ftill the moment of our 
l'eparation : and, oh ! my friend ! could I ftill further hope that yoa 
would one day fee my moft beloved and honoured' parents, and tell 
them of my death without wringing their hearts with- its horrid 
circumftances, offer them my laft duties, and tell how I revered 

them — 1£ too, you could fee my , and tell her how far, far 

more dear than !” Here he turned his eyes toward the lamp, 

then faintly en me — made a convulfive effort to fqueeze my hand 
— cried out, “Campbell! oh, Campbell! the lamp is going 
out !” and expired without a groan. 

The recital of this afflifting event has called up to my fancy £> 
lively a picture of the fcene as it paffed with aU its horrors— horropa 
which outftrip all efforts of defeription, and baffle all power of 
language— that my feelings are in part renewed, and I.find.myfelff 
incapable of proceeding further at prefent.. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LIV. 


For fomc time I was loft in grief for the death of Mr. 
Hall. Though I had long expedted it, and might confequently 
be fuppofed to have wafted great part of my forrow in anticipa- 
tion ; yet, having only confidered and felt the point before his 
death merely as it rcfpedted him and his misfortunes, a great por- 
tion of the calamity remained unconceivcd : and, now that he 
was dead, I began for the firft time to conlider and feel the lub- 
jedt as it concerned myfelf. Refledtion told me, that he was hap- 
pily relieved from woe, and in a ftate of blifs— - 

u After life’s fitful fever, he flecps well : 

“ - - — Nor fteel nor poifon, 

“ Malice domeftic, foreign levy — nothing 
“ Can touch him further !” 

But I ftill remained a prey to perhaps new barbarities, without 
hope of relief from the old. No partner to ftiare, no focial converfc 
to alleviate, no friend to confolc me under my afflidtions, I looked 
at the body of my friend with envy, and lamented that death had 
•lot "afforded me, too, a ihclter from the cruelties which fate 
feemed determined to heap upon me. 
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It is impollible for me to expreis to you the agonies of mind I 
underwent during the reft of the night. In the morning, a report 
was made to the Commandant, of .the death of Mr. Hall ; and 
in about an hour after, he palled me by, but kept his face purpofely 
turned away from me to the other tide. I patiently waited for the 
removal of the dead body till the evening, when I defired the Sepoys 
who guarded me to apply for its being removed. They returned, 
and told me that they could get no anfwcr refpefting it. Night 
came on, but there was no appearance of an intention to unfetter 
me from the corpfe. The Commandant was fitting in his Court, 
adminiltering, in the manner I have before detcribed, jujlicel 
I called out to him mylclf with all my might, but could get no an- 
fwer from him. Nothing could equal my rage and conlternation ; 
for, exclufive of the painful idea of being (hackled to the dead body 
of a friend I loved, another circumftance contributed to make it a 
ferious fubjeCt of horror. In thofe climates, the weather is fo in- 
tcnlely hot, that putrefaction almolt inltantly fucceeds death ; and 
meat that is killed in the morning, and kept in the (hade, will be 
unfit for drefling at night. In a fubjeCt, then, on which putrefaction 
liad made advances even before death, and which remained expofed 
to the open air, the procefs mult have been much more rapid. So 
far, however, from compaffionating my fituation,. or indulging me 
by a removal of the body, their barbarity luggefted to them to 
make it an inllrument of punifhment ; and they pertinacioufly ad- 
hered to the molt mortifying filenee and difregardof my complaints. 

For. 
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For feveral days and nights it remained attached to me by the irons. 
I grew almoft diftracled— wifhed for the means of putting an end 
to my mifcries by death, and could not move without witneffino- 
ibmc new ftage of putrcfcence it attained, or breathe without in- 
haling the putrid effluvia that arol'e from it — while myriads of 
flies and loathfbme infers refted on it, the former of which every 
now and then vilited me, crawling over my face and hands, and 
lighting in hundreds on my victuals. I never look back at this 
crifis without confufion, horror, and even aftonilhment ; and, 
were it not connected with a chain of events preceding and fubfe- 
quent to it, too well known by refpeftable people to be doubted, 
and too much interwoven with a part of the hiftory of the laft war 
in India ta admit of doubt, I fhould not only be afraid to tell, but 
ablolutely doubt myfelf whether the whole was not the illufion of 
a dream, rather than credit the poffibility of my enduring fuch 
unheard-of hardships without lofs of life or deprivation of fenfes. 

. At laft, when the body had reached that Ihocking loathfomc 
ftate of putrefe&ion which threatened that further delay would 
render removal abominable, if not impoffible, the monflers agreed 
to take it away from me— and I was fo far relieved : but the mor- 
tification and injury I underwent from it, joined to the agitation 
of the preceding week, made a vifible inroad on my health. I 
totally loft my Ipirits ; my appetite entirely forfook me : my long- 
nourifhed hopes fled ; and 1 looked forward to death as the only 

defirable 
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ddirable event that was within the verge of likelihood or polfi- 
bility. 

. One day, my oppolite friend (the native prilbner) gave me a 
look of the moli interefting and encouraging kind ; and I per- 
ceived a more than ufual buftle in the citadel, while the Sepoys 
informed me that they were ordered on immediate fcrvice, and 
that fome events of great importance had taken place. From this 
feeble gleam, my mind, naturally aftive, though depreflted by 
circumftances of unufual weight, again took fire, and hope bright- 
ened with a kind of gloomy light the prolpeft before me : I re- 
volved a thoufand things, and drew from them a thoufand lur- 
mifes ; but all as yet was only conje&ure with me. In a day or two, 
the buftle increafed to a high pitch, accompanied with marks of 
confternation : the whole of the troops in the citadel were ordered 
to march ; and the Commandant, and a man with a hammer and 
inftruments, came to take off my irons. 

While they were at work taking off my irons, I perceived 
that they were taking off thofe of the native prilbner oppolite to 
me alfo. He went away under a guard : we looked at each 
other complacently, nodded and fmiled, as who Ihould lay, “ we 
hope to fee one another in happier times not far diftant.” ButJ 
alas ! vain are human hopes, and Ihort and dark is the extent of our 
utmoft forefight ! This unhappy man, without committing any 
lort of offence to merit it, but in conformity to the damnable, 
barbarous policy of thofe Countries, was, by the Jemadar’s 
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orders, taken forth, and' his throat cut ! This the Jemadar him*- 
felf afterwards acknowledged to me— and, what was Hill more, 
abominable if poffible, undertook to juftify the proceeding upon 
the principles of reafon, found fenfe, and precedent of Afiatic 
policy. 

In order to elucidate the: whole of this bufi'nefs, it is neceflary 
for me to recur to events which happened antecedent to this time,, 
but of which, by reafon of my fituation, I was then entirely ig- 
norant ; and as they involve, not only the grounds of my fubfe- 
quent efcape and proceedings, but a confiderable portion of his- 
torical fa&,, and lbme of the material interefts of the Eaft India 
Company, I will be the more particularly careful in relating 
them, and defirc from you a proportionate fhare of attention — 
But their importance entitle them to a feparate Letter : therefore 
conclude with alluring you, &c. &c.. . 
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LETTER LV. 


Hyder Alli Khawn, late Nabob of Myforc, and 
father to the prefent Tippoo Sahib Sultain, was as extraor- 
dinary a man, and perhaps pofleffed as great natural talents, as any 
recorded in the page of Hiftory. Born and bred up in the loweft 
ranks of an unenlightened and ignorant People, and to the laft 
day of his life perfedlly illiterate, he not only emerged from his 
native obfcurity by the vigour of his mind and body, but became 
an objett of terror and admiration to furrounding Potentates. 
Early initiated in the habits and inured to the toils of a military 
life, he role, by the gradual fteps of promotion, to a rank which 
afforded an opportunity of difplaying his capacity and prowefs : 
he loon obtained the command of that army in which he had once 
fervcd as a common foldier, and immediately demonftrated that the 
fublimity of his mind was formed to keep pace with his extraor- 
dinary elevation. 

The Marhattas, the moll formidable people in Hither India, 
bordered on the Mylorean dominions, and kept their neigh- 
bours, by frequent hoftilities, in a continual Rate of awe — 
making incurfions on their territories, and taking pofleffion. by 

force 
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force of arms, of large portions of their Country : but no fooner 
had Hyder got the command of the armies of his Country, thaw 
he drove back the Marhattas frim the Myforean dominions, which 
he extended by confiderable acquifitions from the Marhatta fron- 
tiers ; and followed up his conquefts with fuch fucqefsful ardour, 
that he compelled that warlike Nation to refpedt his Countrymen 
as their equals, if not fuperiors, in military achievement. Thus, 
while he ingratiated himfelf with his Sovereign and Fellow-citi- 
zens by his wifdom, he acquired the admiration of the Soldiery by 
his perlonal addrefs and valour ; and at the fame time, by the <eve» 
rity of his difcipline, and the occafional aufterity of his deportment, 
maintained an awe over them, which ftrengthened his authority 
without diminiihing their affedtion. 

Hyder was therefore now arrived at that point of elevation, 
beyond which no exertion of mental capacity, if governed by vir- 
tue or integrity, could rail'e him — So far he owed all to genius : 
but his towering ambition looked higher; and, unreftrained by 
any principle of religion or morality, he determined to accom- 
plilh, at any rate, that which he knew nothing but crime could 
accomplifh. With wicked deliberation he looked forward into 
the womb of time, and with unparalleled policy arranged the 
whole fyftem upon which he was to aft, when that order of 
things his penetrating and intuitive genius enabled him to Ice 
would naturally arife from each other, fhould afford him a proper 
opportunity. Although he was utterly ignorant of books, and of 
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courfe could derive little benefit from the examples of the great 
and ambitious men recorded in H'iftdry, yet, drawing upon the in- 
finite. rclourccs of his own mimljbr information, he adopted the 
very fame- means of furthering his views; and foreleeing, that, 
with an immenfe army devoted to his intcrcfts, few things would be 
unattainable, he applied himfclf diligently to model and form that of 
the King of Mysore to the greatcll: perfection in dilcipline, and to 
render it attached to his perlbn, and fubl'ervient to his views, by a 
ikilful mixture of feverity and relaxation, toil and reward, dan- 
ger and applauie, which none but a mafter-hand like his was ca- 
pable of exaCtly compounding. 

The death of his Sovereign the King of Mysore at length 
afforded him the opportunity to which he had lo long, and with 
lo prophetic an eye, looked forward— and gave him ample room 
for felf-gratulation on the lcorc of liis fagacity and prudence. 

The Heir in fucceflion to the Throne being then an infant, the 
politic Hyd-er, fetting aiide all claims of the kindred of theycung 
Prince* took upon himlelf the guardianlhip — under the. tide of 
Regent aflumed the fupreme authority-— and, though too well 
aware of the inviolable attachment of the People to their lawful 
Monarch to put him direCtly to death, ufurped the Throne, and 
configned him to imprifonment In Serihgapatam, the capital of 
the Myforean dominions. 

Having thus, by his talents, acquired the poffeflion of the 
Throne, he gave a large range to the fublimity of his views, and.^ 
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ioon difplayed the cxhauftlefs refources of his mind in the new' 
office of Governor and Legiflator— forming fuch vaft well-or- 
dered military eftablilhments, and fuch judicious and lalutary civil 
inftitutions, as made him blaze forth at once the terror of his 
neighbours, and rendered him, in the fequel, the raoft powerful 
and formidable Potentate in the Hither Peninfula. In carrying 
on thofe, his deficiency in letters was l’upplied by his vigilance- 
and fagacity, lharpened by lufpicion : three lecretaries executed 
all his orders in feparate apartments ; and if, on comparifon, they 
were found to differ, he who committed the error received fen- 
tence of death. His natural cruelty made him take the execution 
of their fentence upon himlelf not unfrequently : to flice off a head 
with his own hand, or lee it done by others, was a luxurious re- 
creation to the languinary Hyder. 

The natural fagacity of this' great man fuggefted, that in or- 
der to accomplish the extenfive objefts which his aftive and ambi- 
tious temper held up to hi s imagination, the introduction of the 
moft perfe& military difeipline was above alt other things necel- 
fary ; and his judgment informed him that the European was the 
beft. He therefore held' out the moft tempting allurements to 
military adventurers, and particularly to thole, whether black or 
white, who had been trained in the lervice ot the Englifh Eaft 
India Company : he fent emiffaries, for the purpol'e, to alt parts 
of India, with inftruaions to offer great rewards ; and carried 
this defign fo far, that whenever accident or war threw pcrlbns of 
* M ‘2 that 
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that dclcription into his hands, he never failed to detain them, 
and, if they refilled to enter into his fervice, treat them with the 
moft unpardonable rigour and barbarity; and by thefe means 
brought his army to a ftate of perfection till then unknown to- a 
Black Power. lie did not flop there, but determined to eftablilh 
a- Navy— by large offers allured many Ihip-carpenters and artizaus 
from Bombay— made no inconiiderable progrefs in conftructing 
dock-yards, and had aCtuaHy equipped lome fhips* of the line, be- 
tides frigates, fitted to encounter European leas. Indeed, he 
teemed to have carried his views of conquelt even to the Polar 
regions ; for it is a faCt, that he directed his people, in conftruCting. 
thole veffels, to fit them for encountering feas of ice,, or, as he 
called it, the thick, water. 

To a man of luch ardent ambition, and deep penetration, the 
vail: power which the Englilh Eaft India Company had acquired, 
and were daily acquiring, in the Ealt, could not fail, to be an ob- 
ject of jealouly. He conceived a deadly and implacable animofitv 
to the Britiih Nation, which influenced his whole fucceeding life, . 
ended only with his death,, and was then tranfmitted to . his Ion 
Tippoo Sahib, with the exaCtion.of a folemnoath, ever to retain 
thofe fentiments. 

A coincidence of circumftances, which has leldom occurred in 
the fortunes of men, tended, at- a lucky crifis, to further the' bold 
projeCts of Hyder ; and neither fortune, though- extremely pro- 
pitious to him, nor his own unbounded talents- and enegeric Ipirit,. 
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favoured the execution of them, more than the bungling politics, 
the ludicrous ambitipn, and the confequent unjuftifiable proceed- 
ings, of one of oiir Prefidencies in India — I mean Bombay. 
Fortunately, the wifdom and moderation <5f our Eaft India Coun- 
cils at this day, vindicate the wounded character of the Britifh 
Nation, and juftify me in the remarks I make. 

An ambitious and profligate Chief of the Marhatta tribes — his 
name, Rocanaut. Row — had been depofed by the wife men of 
his Country, for having murdered his nephew, in order to ufurp 
the Throne of Settcrah.. He fled to Bombay, and, by fpccious 
promifes and: pecuniary bribes, prevailed on that Prefidency to af- 
ford him an afylum, and finally to take up arms in his defence 
againft the united Marhatta States, who at the very time were 
able to raife an army of three hundred thoufand fighting men.. 
Hoftiliti'es were firft commenced by the Englifh ; and by them 
peace was firft propofed. The treaty of Poonah was made, by 
which: it was provided that Roganaut Row fhould quit Bom- 
bay and ' by the Englifh the provifions of that treaty were 
broken— for,, in dire# violation of it, Roganaut was kept at 
Bombay.. This breach of the treaty led to another for this 
crafty arid uriprincipled Chief made ufe of it with fiich addrefs as 
to perfuade that. Prefidency to attack the Marhattas again >— by 
magnifying" the poWer of his party among his Countrymen, ; he 

p vii ‘ them once more to aflerf his rights ; and the Prefi- 
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deucy of Calcutta, I am afraid, were induced to join that of 
Bombay in the plan. 

It happened unfortunately, that at this time the Chair of Bom- 
bay was tilled by a perlbn the raoft unqualified, probably, that 
could be found in any community for an office of fuch importance 
---Governor Hornby. lie was allowed, by the almoft unani- 
mous content of thole who knew his private or public character, 
to be ignorant, not only of the firfl principles of Government, but 
of the ordinary knowledge requiiitc for a Gentleman ; and for 
tuck a ferious trull as Bombay he was peculiarly dilquulilied by 
an unbounded lull of gain, to which all other pallions yielded up 
the dominion of his heart. A temper and intellect of this kind 
were rendered Hill more incapable of the enlarged views the Re- 
prefentative of a great Nation in a diftant Colony fhould polfefs, 
by a mercantile education and habits, which narrowed even his 
circumlcribed mind, and left him not a fentiment, not an idea, 
that was not merely commercial. The adminiftration of furh a 
man was exadly what might have been expeded ; and, inllead 
of aflerting the dignity of Great Britain, or promoting the ad- 
vantage of his employers— narrow policy, felfilh views, and an 
indefatigable effort to enrich himfelf, made the whole tiffue of his, 
condud in India. 

Blinded by theplaufible infinuations of RoGANAUT,and ftimu- 
lated by a luff for conquell, which would have been unjuflifiable 
even in the proud prejudices of an hereditary Defpot, but which 


were 



( W ) 


were peculiarly vicious and ridiculous in a body of Merchants 
who were thcml’elves lubjcdts, the Eaft India Company’s Servants 
again determined to fupport, by force of arms, that molt atro- 
cious murderer : and with the contemptibly inadequate force of 
four thoufand men, encumbered with an unwieldy train of bag- 
gage and fervants for the accommodation of finikin voluptuous 
Officers, and led by two doughty compting-houl’c champions 
(Carnac and Mostyn), with Colonel Egerton as Military 
Jljfijlant rather than Commander, they fet out, to encounter the 
whole torrent of the Marhatta force, and conduct Roganaut to 
Poonah. 

Had Roganaut advanced at the head of his own partizans 
only, the Chiefs of the Marhatta Nation might poflibly have 
taken different fides of the queftion, and left between them a 

J 

bi each for his arms or intrigues to make an entrance fatal to the 
general caufe of the Country : but the affaults of a foreign army 
— an army of interefted peculating ftrangers, as the Company’s 
troops then were— -an army of avowed natural enemies, profeffing 
a different religion, entertaining different political principles, and 
formed by Nature of a different complexion— routed and united 
them in one common caufe, and compreffcd difeordant interefts, 
which had been for time immemorial at irreconcilable variance, 
into one compact body of refiffance, which, as it became more 
firm from the ftrokes of hoftility, could not, in the nature of’ 
things, be 1 fubdued ; in the fame manner as the unjuftifiable con- 
federacy 
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federacy of Kings again# France lately united all the conflicting, 
parties of that Country— converted twenty-feven millions of 
People, male and female, into one compact armed force-rendered 
them not only invincible at home, but terrible abroad— and finally, 
has enabled them to beftride, Coluflus like, the univerfe. 


LETTER LV. 


The approach of the Britifh Troops with Roganaut 
caufed great alarm at Poonah ; and the Miniftcrs there fent to offer 
terms, which were contemptuoufly reje£led. They then determin- 
ed to lave, by prowefs, thofe rights which they could not preferve 
by juftice or negociation — and took the field with fuch great force, 
that their menacing enemies found it expedient to confider of a 
retreat. The faithful Roganaut, finding his plans baffled, fent 
privately to Scindiah, the Marhatta Chief, propofing to him to 
attack the Englifli, and promifing in that cafe to join him with 
his part of the army : his perfidy, however, being difcovered, the 
Engliffl Commanders began to retreat, carrying him along with 
them. They were, however, furrounded, and reduced to make 
themoft abjeft conceffions— offering a carte-blanche to Scindiah 
as the price of a retreat : but that auguft Chief nobly, difdained 
' to 
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to take advantage of their fituation, and contented himfelf with 
terms which juftic$ Ihould have exafted from them, even if ne- 
ceffity had not compelled their acceptance. The reftoratiori of 
SaHette, and of the other conquefts made by the Company’s troops 
during the preceding hoftilities, and the delivery of Roganaut’s 
perfon into the hands of the Marhattas, were among the provilions. 
Roganaut was delivered up : two hoftages were taken for the 
remaining part of the treaty ; and the harraffed remains of the 
Englilh army were permitted to return to Bombay. 

Roganaut having found means to efcape, reached Surat ; and 
the Company’s Chiefs refuted to comply with the provifions of 
the treaty : notwithftanding which, the noble Marhatta difmiffod 
the hoftages, and prepared for a more manly revenge than that 
which could be wreaked on two defencelefs individuals. General 
Goddart, who had been lent with an army from Bengal, was 
commiffioned to negociate for a pacification : but Scindiah 
making the delivery of Roganaut into his hands an indiipenfablc 
preliminary, the negociation was broken off, and both parties dc» 
termined to refer the controveriy to the dccifion of the Sword. 

Every thing feemed to confpire to chaftife the ralhnefs and 
folly of our Indian Councils. The difficulties in which our Ame- 
rican contefthad involved the Nation, were reported with exagge- 
ration in India, and gave additional firmnefs to out enemies in 
that quarter. The reftlefs and intriguing fpirit of the Court qf 
Vcrfailles found its way with Monfieur St. Lubin to the fljoics 
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of Indoftan, and Co powerfully worked upon the mind of Hyder, 
that he entered into a treaty with France againft England, and 
brought the ftreneth of both into the moft formidable combination 
that ever was made in that Country, to root out the power of 
Great Britain from the Eaft. 

Thus, by the depraved politics of the Councils of a petty Settle- 
ment, were the important interefts of Great Britain in India, and 
the lives and properties of all its lervants in that quarter, at once 
expofed to the fury of three formidable hoftile powers — the Ma~ 
rhattas, Hyder and the French. 

I will not entangle my narrative with a detail of the various 
military operations which arofe from this confederacy : they were 
in general difaftrous to the Englifli, whole power there was pre- 
ferred from utter annihilation by the energetic Councils of Mr. 
Hastings, the unexampled courage of our troops, and the un- 
paralleled abilities and gallantry of the veteran Sir EyreCoote. 
That part which applies to my prefen t narrative, is the only part 
I think it neceffary to detail ; but 1 wilh you to inform yourlelf 
of all of them fully, by an attentive perufal of the different hifto- 
ries of that -war. 

In order to relieve the Carnatic, which was. fuffering under 
the ravages of a formidable victorious army, who had not only - 
cut off a great part of our forces on that coaft, but affronted our. 
army even at the walls pf Fort St, George, delcents upon the coalts 
of Malabar were planned,, in order- to make a diyerfion ; and 
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General Mathews, in January 1783, landed, with a fmall army 
under his command, at a place called Rajamondroog — took 
Onore, and feveral forts ; and being joined by other troops, which, 
under the command of Colonel Humbertson, had done confider- 
able fervices to the Southward, and were now commanded by 
Colonel Maci.eod, marched from Cundapore, with an army 
confifting of twelve hundred Europeans and eight battalions of 
Sepoys, towards Huflaingurry Ghaut, a pafs that leads over thelc 
immenfe mountains which divide the Peninfula, running North and 
South from Perfia to Cape Comorin. After furmounting obftacles 
that would have difcouraged a lefs enterprifing Commander, and 
for which I refer you to his own I .etter, inclofed herewith,* he 
mounted the Ghaut, carrying every thing before him with the 
fixed bayonet; and reached, within a lhort march of Hyderna- 
gur, the place where I was confined. Thofe operations were 
undoubtedly much facilitated by the death of Hyder Ami, 
which happened while I was in pril'on, and which drew the at- 
tention of Tippoo Sahib to affairs* of more immediate importance 
than the defence of the Malabar forts. 

I have thus digreflcd from the flraight path of my narrative, 
in order to explain to you the occafion of the extraordinary revo- 
lution that fo fuddenly took place in the fort, which I Rated to 
you in my laft Letter but one — You will therefore look back to 
the condufion of that Letter, from whence I again take up my 
narrative. 
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I was utterly at a lofs to conjefture what this lb fudden relb- 
lution to releafe me and my oppofite fellow-’prifoner meant. I 
endeavoured to get fame explanation of it from the perfons about 
me ; but all I could at the time col left was, that the Jemadar had 
direfted me to be taken out of irons, and ordered me to appear 
before him. I walked out of the citadel with two or three men who 
had got charge of me : it was a delightful afternoon ; and my 
lenfations on once more reviliting the open air — at again viewing 
the vail expaiile of the firmament above, and the profufion of 
beauties with which Nature embellilhed the earth beneath— were 
too blifsful, too fublime, for defeription. My heart beat with in- 
voluntary tranfports of gratitude to that Being from which all 
fprung ; and I felt that Man is, in his nature, even without the in- 
tervention of his reafon, a being of devotion. For an hour of 
fuch delight as I then experienced, a year of imprifonment was, 
I thought, hardly too dear a price. Thofe exquifite lenfations 
infenfibly led my heart to the moll flattering prefages : the ani- 
mal fpirit appeared to have, m correfpondence with' the body, 
lhaken oflT a load of chains ; and as 1 walked along, I feemed to 
tread on air. 

As we proceeded forward, we found, at fome dillance from 
the fort, an open dooly, into which the guards forcibly crammed 
me ; and I was carried off, Hill attended by the lame men. As 
we went along, they gave me to underlland that Hyat '-Sahib, 
the Jemadar, was at a place t£n or a dozen miles diftant from. 

Bidanore. 
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Bidanore. I thought it within myfelf a moft extraordinary cir- 
cumftance, and was, at a lofs to conjecture for what purpoie he re* 
quired my prefetice there. Perhaps, thought I , it is to deliver me 
perfonally into the hands of Tippoo — perhaps to fend me to Se- 
ringapatam. Sufpenfe whetted my curiolity ; and impatience to 
know my fate, fet my mind afloat upon a wide fea of conjecture. 
Still, however, my fenfes acknowledged a degree of pleal'ure in- 
defcribablc — I inhaled the frefh air with greedinefs, and, as 1 
IhufFed it in, laid ta myfelf, “ Well, well — at the worft, this 
will enliven my fpirits, and lay up a new Itock of health and 
vigour, to enable me to endure with manhood whatever other 
fufFerings the barbarians, into whole hands I have fallen,, may 
have in ltore for me.” 

When we had got about a mile from the fort, we met a perlon 
attended by three others, all on horfeback. He was a man of conli- 
derable rank in that Country, and I recolleCled to have feen him at 
the Jemadar’s Durbar, where he had manifelled a favourable dif- 
polition towards me, looking always gracioully, and nodding to 
me,, which, confidering my circumftances and his, was not a little 
extraordinary. The moment he recognized me, he leaped from 
his horle, apparently in great agitation : then turning to the guards, 
ordered them to leave me inynediately — faying at tire lame time 
that he would be anfwerable for the confequenccs. They feemed 
at< firft to hiefttate whether they would' obey him or pot'; but on 
his Ihakjug at thfifo Ids fword, which was all along drawn in his 
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liand, and lincared with blood, and repeating his orders a fccond 
time in a firm and decifive tone of voice and manner, they all 
rah off. ' 

As foon as we were alone, he revealed to me, that he had all 
along known who I was— -had moft heartily pitied my fufferings, 
and privately entertained the moft anxious wifhes to l'ervc me, but 
could not venture to interfere— the leaft jealoufy, when once 
awakened, being’ there always followed up by fummary vengeance. 
He then mentioned his name, informing me that he was the ion 
of a Nabob near Vellore, w hole dominions had been wreftedfrom 
him by force, and united to the Carnatic ; that his family had re- 
ceived great favours from my father, in return for which he felt 
himfelf bound to do me every fervice in his power ; but that, 
having been, after the misfortunes which befel his family, taken 
into the fervice of Hyder, and holding then a place of confc- 
quence under him, he was difqualified from demonftrating his 
gratitude and efteem in the way he wilhed : he added, he had juft 
come from the fummit of the Ghauts, where he left the Englilh 
army polled, after their "having beat the Circar troops, and car- 
ried all the ftrong works which had been eredfed for the defence of 
the paffes, and were deemed from their fituation impregnable'; 

* 

that the Jemadar, Hyat Sahib, had gone thither to encourage - 
the troops, and animate them to one grand effort of reliftance, 
and would remain there till the fticeeeding day — Here he flopped, 
and feemed much agitated; 'but, recovering himfelf foon, laid, in a 

folemn 



( 103 ) 

folemn and alarming manner, “This day I heard IIyat Sahib 
give orders to bring you before him, in order that he might fatiatc 
his revenge by your death ! How happy am I in having an oppor- 
tunity torefeue you! I will .carry you back with me, therefore, 
to Bidanore, and place you in a ftate of fecurity with my family-’* 


LETTER LVU, 
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Oucii unprecedented gencrofity affedled me fenfibly- 
To run fuch a hazard as he mull have incurred, merely from a 
principle of gratitude for fervices lb remote in both time and' per- 
lon, was more than we could hope to find even among Englilh- 
men, who boafl of their luperior juftice and gencrofity — but in a 
native of Indoftan, where the tide of human feeling runs rather 
low, was aftonilhing. As well as my limited knowledge of the 
language of the Country enabled: me - I endeavoured to make him 
a fuitable acknowledgment : in fuch a caufe, dullnefs muft have 
become eloquent ; and I lamented that my deficiency in the lan- 
guage prevented my giving vent to the extreme fullnefs of my 
heart. He feemed, however, to be fatisfied with my meaning ; 
and I was juft on the point of returning with him to Hydernagur, 
when we were fuddenly ftartled by the Jemadar’s mufic, which; 
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was iooij afterwards fueceoded by the appearance of his guards 
advancing towards us at fonae diftauce. He feemed confounded 
and alarmed— lamented, in warm terips, his incapacity- to ferve 
me— and, pointing to a path winch wound through a wood that 
lay ou either fide'of the road, dire&ed me to ftrike into it imme- 
diately, laying, that by following that route, I Ihould certainly 
.fall in with the Britilh army. He then rode away, and I followed 
his advice, and proceeded for fome time through the wood with- 
out interruption ; for, though I did not implicitly believe the 
aflertion that Hyat Sahib meant to have cut me off, I deemed it 
prudent to avail myfelf of the opportunity which offered to effeft 
uiy elcape,. apprehending a worle fate than death, namely, being 
lent prifoner to Seringapatam. 

Finding myfelf fairly extricated, I began to examine my fitu- 
ation, and to reflect on the different converlations which had palled 
between Hyat Sahib and me, and on his condudl previous to 
tny being put in irons. I recolledled' the information I had from 
time to time received, touching the Jemadar’s dilpofition, 
Hyder’s death, Tippoo Sahib’s chara&er and avowed hatred 
of Hyat, and the nature of. the inhabitants. I moreover took 
into confideration, that my ftrength was impaired, and my con- 
fticution undermined ; and that toy profpedls in India, in point of 
fame or emolument, could only be promoted by lome extraordi- 
nary. exertion, or fome hazardous enterprife. The reliilt of the 
whole was -a determination on my part to return back to the fort, 

and 
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and venture an attempt to perfuade the Jemadar to offer propofals 
for an accommodation to General Mathews, and to make me 
the instrument of his negociation. 

In pursuance of this determination, I returned ; and at about 
Six o’clock in the evening re-entered the fort, and proceeded to the 
palace of the Jamadar, where, defiring an audience, I was ad- 
mitted. At the very firft fight of him, I could perceive in his 
appearance all the mortification of falling power. He received 
me with a gloomy countenance, in which there was more of 
thoughtful fadnefs than of vindictive fury. After a minute’s 
Silence, however, he laid to me, “ Well, Sir ! you have heard, 
I SuppoSe, that the English army are in poSTeffion of the Ghauts^ 
and doubtleSs know that the cuStoms of this Country authorife my 
proceeding again!! you with the utmoft rigour.” Here he paufed 
for a few moments — then proceeded thus : “ Neverthclel's, in con- 
sideration of your family — in confideration of the regard I have 
for a long time conceived for you, from oblerving your conduit, 
and SlriCl adherence to truth in anfwering all my questions, and 
Still more on account of the fufferings which you have fuStained 
with fortitude, I will allow you to elcape: halte you, then, 
nvyay — fly from this fort direCtly— begone !” Then waving his 
hand as a Signal for me to depart, averted his face from me, and 
looked another way* 

I thought that this was a very favourable opportunity for my 
intended purpoSe, and entreated him to hear me while . I laid. *, 
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few words of perhaps more moment to him than to myfelf. 
He again t timed towards me ; and, nodding $flent, while his eye 
bcipoke impatient curiofity, I proceeded — And, firft, I expreffed, 
ih the ftrongeft terms' 1 was able, tile high fenfe I entertained' of 
the favourable reception I met with when I firft came to the fort ; 
alluring him, thht 1 IhOuld never forget the kindnels he /hewed 
me on that occaficta, and that in my conlcience I imputed all the 
lufferings I had undergone wholly to orders which he had been 
Obliged to execute, and not to any want of humanity in hinifelf. 
Here I perceived, the clouds which had overfpread his countenance 
begin gradually to difperfe, and with the greater confidence pro- 
ceeded io lay, that if he would corldelcend to give me a patient 
hearing,, and not take my boldnefs amifs, I would venture to in- 
trude upon him with my advice. At this he feared at me with a 
look of lurprile — pauled — then laid, that he authorifed me to 
{peak whatever I pleafed — continuing, in a tone of gentle melan- 
choly, “ But of what ule can your advice be to me now ?” 

Having thus obtained his permiffion,. I began by compliment- 
ing him on his great talents and temper in governing — on his fide- 
lity, zeal and attachment to Hyder — and on the mild and bene- 
.ficent ufe which he was acknowledged to have made of the tin- 
bounded power veiled in him by that great. Prince, which was the 
more extraordinary, confidering how many examples- he had to 
jufeify him in a contrary pra&ice. I reminded him, . however, 
thdf circumftances were at. prefent widely different from what 
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they then were — that he had now got a very different Sovereign 
to ferve— that he had no longer the tender father (for fo Hyder 
might have been confidered to him), but Tippoo Sultan, now 
the matter, once the rival, whofe meafures he had always op- 
poled, againft whom he had once laid a moft ferious charge, and 
who, confidering the firmnefs of his nature, could not be realon* 
ably luppoled to have forgiven him ; and I hinted, that whatever 
external appearance of regard Tippoo might from the political 
neceflity of the moment a flu me, his temper, and the Ipirit of 
Aliatic policy, were too well known to have a doubt remaining, 
that lb far from continuing him (Hyat) in the fame power and 
authority which he enjoyed during the life of his father Hyder, 
he would, on the contrary, proceed againft him with rigour and 
cruelty. 

Here I perceived the Jemadar involuntarily nodding his head in 
a manner which, though not intended for my obfervation, denoted 
internal aflent ; and was convinced that I had exadtly fallen in 
with the current of his own thoughts. No wonder, indeed, they 
Ihould be his lentiments ; for they had long been the fentiments of 
all perfons who had known the circumllances of the Nabob’s fa- 
mily. 

Having, therefore, gone as far on that point as I conceived to 
be neceflary to awaken the mind of Hyat to the precarioufnefs, 
6r rather danger of his fituation with Tippoo, I painted to.him, 
in the ftrongeft colours I was matter of, the humanity, the fidelity, 
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the bravery and generofity of the Englifh, which, I laid, were fo 
univerfally acknowledged, that even their worft enemies bore tef- 
timony to them : and I allured him, that if, inftead of making an 
unavailing oppofition to them, he would throw himfelf with con- 
fidence upon their protection, and become their friend, he would 
not only be continued in his ftation, power and authority, and Hip- 
ported as heretofore, but be made a much greater man, with ftill 
greater fecurity, than ever he had been before. 

This was the general fcope of my argument with him ; but 
there were many more which fuggefted themfelves at the time, 
though I cannot now remember them. I enforced them with all 
the power I had : they were fupported by the acknowledged cha- 
radler for generofity of the Englilh, and drill more by Hyat’s 
apprehenfions of Tippoo ; and they had their effe6h That very 
night he authorifed me to go to the Britilh General; and, though 
he would not commit himfelf by fending propofals in writing, he 
eonfented to receive them from the General, and promifed to wait 
for my return till day-light the next morning — adding, that if I 
did not appear by that time, he would go off with his family and 
treafure to fome other place, and let the town, powder-magazine 
and ftore-houles on fire, leaving a perlon of diftinguilhcd charac- 
ter to defend the citadel or inner fort, which was ftrong, with a 
deep ditch, and mounted with many pieces of cannon, and fend 
immediate intelligence to an army of fix thoufand horfe and 
thoufaiid infantry, who were at that time on their, road from 
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Seringapatam, to haften their progrefs, and make them ad- 
vance with all poflible rapidity ; and he further obferved, that as 
Tippoo himielf would come to the immediate prote&ion of 
his Country, and, if once come while the Engliffi army remained 
in the open field, would give them caule to repent their temerity, 
there was no time to be loft. 

Accompanied by a perfon who had officiated as interpreter 
between the Jemadar and me, and whofe good offices and influence 
with Hyat, which was very great, I had been previoufly lucky 
enough to fecure, I fet off at ten o’clock at night, on horfeback, 
^to the Britiffi army. My companion was in high fpirits when we 
^t out from the fort ; but as we proceeded, he exprefled great 
apprehenfion of being Ihot in approaching the camp, and earneftly 
Ihtreated me to flcep at a choreltry, which lay in our way, till 
morning. His terror muft have been great indeed, to induce him 
to make filch a propofal, as he knew very well that we had pledged 
ourfelves to be back before dawn next day. I rallied him upon 
his fears, and endeavoured to periuade him there was not the 
• finalleft danger, as I knew how to anfwer the outpofts, when 
they fhould challenge us, in ftich a manner as to prevent their 
firing. As we advanced to the camp, however, his trepidation 
increafed ; and when we approached the fentries, I was obliged 
to drag him along by force. Then his fears had very nearly 
produced the danger he dreaded, (the almoft invariable effefl of 
cowardice); for the fentry next to us, hearing the ruftling, n?ife* 
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itt off his piece, and was retreating when I had the good fortune to 
make him hear me. My companion, alarmed at the noiie of the 
mulquet, fell down in a paroxyfm of terror, from which it was 
fome time before he was completely recovered. The leutry who 
had fired, coming up, conducted us to a place where other fentries 
were polled, one of whom accompanied us to a guard, from 
whence we were brought to the grand guard, and by them con- 
duced to the General. 


LETTER LVIII. 


I was no lefs pleafed than lurprifed to find, that the 
Commander of this gallant and fuccefsful little army was Gene- 
ral Mathews — an old friend of my father’s, and a perlbn with 
whom I had ferved in the Cavalry foon after I entered the fer- 
yice. When I arrived, he was fall alleep upon the bare ground 
in a choreltry. His Dubalh, whole name was Snake, recol- 
lected me immediately, and was almolt as much frightened at my 
appearance at firlt, as my interpreter companion was at the 
foot of the fentry ; for it was full five months fince my hair and 
beard had been both foaved at the fame time, during which per 
nod a comb had never touched my head : 1 had no hat— no. 
. . (lockings — 
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ftockiugs— was clad in a pair of very ragged breeches, a fliirt 
which was fo full, of holes that it refembled rather a net than 
a web of cloth, and a waiftcoat which had been made for a 
man twice my fize — while my feet were defended from the 
ftones only by a pair of Indian flippers. Snake, as foon as he 
was able to conquer his terror, and flop the loquacious effufions 
of aftoniffiment, brought me to the General, whom I found faft 
afleep. We awoke him with great difficulty, and, on his difco- 
vering me, exprefled great pleafure and furprife at fo unex- 
pected a meeting ; for, though he had heard of my imprifonmcnt 
at Bidanore, he did not expeCt to have had the pleafure of my 
company lb foon. 

Having ftated to the General the nature and objeCl of my 
million, and related to him what had happened in the fort, he 
inftantly faw the great advantages that mull accrue from fuch an 
arrangement — entered into a full but fhort difeuffion of the 
bufinefs— fettled, with me the plan to be purfued in either cafe of 
Hyat Sahib’s .acceding to or diflenting from the terms he pro- 
pofed to offer ; and in lefs than an hour after my arrival, I was 
dilpatched back to the fort in the General’s palanquin, with a 
eowl from him, fignifying that the Jemadar Hyat Sahib’s 
power and influence Ihould not be leflened, if he fhould quietly 
furrender up the fort* Before my departure, the General ex- 
prefled, in the warmeft terms, his approbation of my conduft; 
and added, that, confidering the importance of the fort,* the ex- 
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tcnfive influence of Hyat Sahib, and the advantages that might 
•be derived from his experience and abilities, coupled with the en- 
feebled ftate of his army, the benefits of fiich a negociation 
fcarcely admitted of calculation. 

Notwithftanding the very flattering circumftances with which 
my prelent purfuit was attended, I could not help, as I returned to 
Hydernagur, finding fome uneafy fenfations, arifing from the im- 
mediate nature of the bufinefs, and from my knowledge of the 
faithlefs difpofition of Afiatics, and the little difficulty they find in 
violating any moral principle, if it happens to claih with their 
intereft, or if a breach of it promiles any advantage. I confidered 
that it was by no means impollible, that fome relolution adverfe to 
my projedt might have been adopted in my abfence, and that the 
Jemadar’s policy might lead him to make my deftrudtion a fort of 
propitiation for his former offences, and to fend me and the cowl 
together to Tippoo, to be facrificed to his refentment. Thefe 
thoughts, I own, made a very deep impreffion on my mind— 
but were again effaced by the refledlion, that a laudable meafure, 
once begun, ought to be perfevered in, and that the accomplifhing 
a plan of fuch importance and incalculable public utility, might 
operate ftill further by example, and produce confequences of 
which it was impoffible at the prefent to form a conception. 
Thofe, and a variety of fuch fuggeftions, entirely overcame the 
fcruples and fears of the danger ; and I once more entered the 
fort of Hydernagur. At this time the Britifh troops were, by de- 
taching 
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taching' a paft with Colonel Macleod, to get round the fort, 
and attack it in rear., and, by death and ficknefs, reduced to lei$ 
than four hundred Europeans and feven hundred Sepoys, without 
ordnance. 

When I delivered the cowl to the Jemadar, he read it, and 
feemed pleafed, but talked of four or five days to confider of an 
anfwer, and feemed to be wavering in his mind, and labouring 
under the alternate impulfes of oppofitc motives and contradi&orv 
paffion8. I faw that it was a crifis of more importance than any 
other of my life— *-a crifis in which delay, irrelblution, or yielding to 
the protra&ive expedients of Hyat, might be fatal. To prevent, 
therefore, the effe&s of either treachery or repentance, I took 
advantage of the general confufion and trepidation which prevailed 
ill the fort— ‘•colle&ed the Arcot Sepoys, who, to the number of 
four hundred, were priloners at large— ported them at the gates, 
powder-magazines, and other critical fituations ; and, having 
taken thefe and other precautions, went out to the General, who, 
according to the plan concerted between us, had pufhed on with 
the advanced guard ; and, conducing him into the fort with 
hardly an attendant, brought him ftraight to the Jemadar s pre- 
face while he yet remained in a ftate of indecifion and terror. 
General Mathews, in his firft interview with the Jemadar# did 
every t h i n g to re-aflure him, and confirmed with the mort (blemn 
afleverations the terms of the cowl; in confequence of whidt, 
the latter acceded to the propoiitions contained in it# and the 
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Britilh Colours for the firft time waved upon the walls of the chief 
fort of the Country of Bidanore. 

Having thus contributed to put this important garrifon, with 
all its trealures, which certainly were immenfe, into the hands of 
the Company, without the lai's of a iingle man, or even tire link- 
ing of a tingle blow, my exultation was inconceivable ; and, much 
though I wanted money, 1 can with truth aver, that avarice had 
not even for an inftant the leal! tharc in my lenlations. ’Tis true, 
the confcioufnefs of my fcrviees allured me of a reward ; but how 
that reward was to accrue tp me, never once was the fobjeft of my 
contemplation — much lefs did, I think of availing myfelf of the 
inftant occafion to obtain it. How far my delicac j on the occa- 
fion may be cenliired or approved, I cannot tell ; but if I got 
nothing by it, I have at leaft the eonlblation. to reflect that 1 
elcaped calumny, which was with a moft unjuftifiable and unlpar- 
ing hand lavilhed on others. The General', it is true, promiled 
that I Ihould remain with him till he made fome arrangements-; 
and Hyat Sahib offered, on his part,, to make me, through the 
General, a handlbme prefent. The General, however, fuddenly 
became dilfatisfied with me; and. I neither got Hyat Sahib’s 
prefent, nor ever received even a rupee of the vaft fpoil. found 
there. 

Here I think it a duty incumbent on me to fay fomething of 
General Mathews, and, while I deplore the unfortunate turn in 
his temper, which injured me, and tarnilhed in lome meafure his 
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good qualities, to refeue him from that unmerited obloquy which 
the ignorant, the intcrefted and the envious have thrown upon his 
fame. Light lie the afhes of the dead, and hallowed be the turf 
that pillows the head of a Soldier ! General Mathews was in* 
deed a Soldier-— was calumniated U>o ; and although he did not 
ule me as I had reafon to hope he would, I will, as far as I can, 
refeue his fame from grofs mifreprefentation. 

An extravagant love of fame was the ruling paflion of General 
Mathews : it was the great end of all his purl'uits; and while, 
in his military profefiion, he walked with a firm pace towards it, 
he. loft his time, diftorted his progrels, and palfied his own efforts, 
by a jealous vigilance and envious oppofition of thole whom he 
•found taking the fame road, whether they walked befide him, or 
panted in feeble effort behind. This was his fault ; it was doubtlels 
a great alloy to his good qualities : but it has been punifhed with 
rigour difproportionate to the offence. Thofe who perfonally felt 
his jealoufy, took advantage of his melancholy end to traduce him, 
and magnify every mole-hill of error into a mountain of crime. 
It is unmanly in any one — indeed it is — to traduce the Soldier 
who has fallen in the fervice of his Country ; but it is herefy in a 
Soldier to do fo. No fooner did the buzz of calumny get abroad, 
than thoufands of hornets, who had neither intereft nor concern in 
the affair, joined in it. The malignant, who wifhed to fting merely 
to get rid of fo much of their venom— and the vain, who wifhed, to 
acquire a reputation for knowledge of Afiatic affairs at the ex- 
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pence of truth— united together, and railed a hum which reached 
Europe, where the hornets (I mean Authors), under the lets un- 
juftifiable impulfe of ncceflity, took it up, and buzzed through 
the medium of quartos and eSlovos lb loud, that public opinion was 
poilbned ; and the gallant Soldier who, for the advantage of 
England, flood the hardeft tugs of war, and at laft drank the 
poilbned cup from the tyrant hands of her enemy, was generally 
underftood to be a peculator, and to have clandeftinely and dilho- 
neftly obtained three hundred thoufand pounds. 

On this alfertion I put my direft negative. It may be laid, 
however, that this is only alfertion againft affertion — True ! Sorry 
fhould I be to reft it there : my aifertions are grounded on fuch 
proofs as are not to be lhaken — proofs on record in the Office of 
the Prefidency of Bombay. 

As loon as Hydernagur was taken polfelfion of, Hyat Sahib 
immediately iftiied orders to the forts of Mangalore, Deokull, 
Ananpore, and fome others in that Country, to furrender to. the 
Britilh arms. Some obeyed the mandate •, but thofe three re- 
filled, and were reduced by General Mathews.. Rendered in- 
cautious by fuccefs, our army became lels vigilant, and Tippoo 
retook Hydernagur ; and, in direct breach of the capitulation, 
made the garrifon prifoners, treated them with a degree of inhu- 
manity which chills the blood even tothinkof, and forced General 
Mathews to take poilbn in prilon 1 


Mean- 
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Mean-time Hyat Sahib, with whom the General had' got 
into difputes, arrived at Bombay, and laid a charge againft him, 
which he, being in the hands of Tip poo, could not contro- 
vert, or even know. And what was the charge? The whole 
extent of it was his (Mathews’s)) having got two lacks- of 
rupees,, and a pearl necklace, as a prefent — a fum, confidering 
the country and the circumftances, not at all extraordinary, 
but which is. completely vindicated by the General’s Letter to the 
Court of Directors, dated at Mangalore, the 15th of March, 
1783 ; in which he hates the prefent, and requefts permiflion 
to accept it. This, as I faid before, is on record, and was trans- 
lated by Mr. Sybbald, who was then Perfian interpreter at 
Bombay- The Letter I allude to, you will fee in the Appendix. 
In fhort, General Mathews had his faults, but an unjuft ava.- 
rice was. not amongft them.. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LIX. 


Having, in my laft Letter, faid as much as I thought 
juftice demanded in defence of General Mathews, againft the 
charge of peculation, I am now to fpeak of him as his conduct 
touched me. He was, as 1 have already mentioned, an old friend 
of my father’s, and an intimate of my own ’ I had realon, theic- 
fore, to expc61 from him, according to the ufual difpofitions and 
manners of men, if not partiality, at leaft fricndfhip ; and in 
fuch a cafe as I have related, where my fervices gave me a claim 
to notice, it was not unrcafonable to fuppofe that he would have 
been forward to promote my intereft, by Hating my fervices in 
fuch a manner as to call attention to them. He had, however, 
fome difagreeable difeuffions with his Officers ; and feeing I was on 
a footing of intimacy with Colonel Humbertson, and Hill more 
with Major Campbell (he who fo ably and gallantly defended 
Mangalore againft Tippoo’s whole army and fix hundred French), 
and finding me extremely zealous and importunate to have his 
arrangement with Hyat Sahib adhered to, he became difpleafed, 
and, though he himfelf had determined that I fhould remain 
with him, changed his mind, and ordered me away at an hour’s 
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notice — raafty day* looner than he had originally intended to fend 
off a'ay difpatches... He moreover occafioned my lofing a fiu y'of 
money, /and: on the whole paid lefs attention to my interest than 
the circumftanees of the cafe demanded. 

’ In the evening of the day on which he determined on my de- 
parture, I fet off with his difpatches to the Governments of Ma- 
dras and Bengal, and reached the moft diftant of our polls that 
night.. From thence I had thirty miles to Cundapore, a lea-port 
town, upon the Malabar coalt, taken by us from the enemy. 
During this journey, which. was* through the Country of Tippoo 
Sahib, I had only fix Sepoys to conduft me:, yet, fuch was the 
univerlal panic that had feized all clalfcs and diftinftions of people 
at the progrefs of the Britilh arms in that quarter, I met only a 
few feattered Sepoys, who were fo badly wounded 1 prefume they 
were unable to travel — the villages throughout being completely 
abandoned by all their inhabitants.. 

The fudden change of diet, which phylicians tell us, aqd T 
experienced* is dangerous, from bad to good, as well as the reverie, 
confpiring, with the mortification I felt at feeing things going 
on lb very contrary to what I wilhed, and what. I had realbn to 
expert, had a moft fudden and alarming effect upon my conftitu- 
tion ; and 1 was feized on the road with the moft excruciating, 
internal pains, which were liicceeded by a violent vomiting of 
blood: At length, with great difficulty, I reached Cundapore,. 
where the Commanding Officer, and all about him, did every 
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, tiling *iti tiftsir powfer to afford the HfliftanCe and comfort under my 
miTeries, whidf iiiCreiafed every hour rapidly. 1 i felt as If my mfide 
was utterly decayed, and all its fuii&iohs loft in debility : at the 
fame time my head feemed deranged— -I could fcarcely comprehend 
thfc meaning of what was faid: lifting up my head was attended 
with agonizing pain ; and if I had any power of thought, it was- 
t6 confider myfelf as approaching faft to diflblution. I had the 
fenfe, however, to fend to General Mathews, to acquaint him 
with my indifpofition, and utter inability to proceed with his dif- 
1 patches. To this I received the following Letter : 

“ Bidanorc , Feb. 3 r 1783. 

** Dear Campbell, 

“ I am fbrry to hear that you have been unwell. Should 
44 your indifpofition increafe, or continue, fo as to fender you 
4 ‘ unable to purfue your journey with the "neceffary expedition, I 
“ beg that you will forward the Letters to Anjengo by a boat, 
4,1 with directions to Mr. Hutchinson to fend them per tappy * 
4 ‘ to Palamcotah, and fo on to Madras. 

“ I fhall hope to hear of your recovery, and that you’ll have 
44 gone to fea. 

44 Your’s very truly, 

44 Richard Mathews.” 


• Poft, ©rexprefs. 
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The of this Letter induced me$ bad as 1 was, to. make 

one qther exertion and I refolved, though I Ihould die on the 
way, not to leave any thing which, even by malicious conftruc- 
tion, could be made a fet-off againft my claims : I therefore hired 
an open boat to carry me along the coaft to Anjengo, and fet 
out with every profpedt of having the virulence of my difordcr 
increafed, by being expofed in an uncovered veflel to the damp 
of the night air, and the raging heat of the fun in the day, and 
of being arrefted by the hand of death in my way. ,B y the time 
I had got down the coaft as far as Mangalore, my complaints, in- 
creafed to an alarming height ; and I became fpcechlels, and un- 
able to ftand. Fortunately there happened to be a Company’s 
veflel then lying at anchor off that place, the Captain of which 
had the goodnels to invite me to remain on board with him, 
ftrenuoufly adviflng that I Ihould give up tne thoughts of pro- 
ceeding immediately on my voyage to Anjengo, which I could 
not poflibly furvive, and to forward my difpatches by another 
hand. The Surgeon of the Ihip joining the Captain in opinion 
that I could not furvive if I attempted it, and my own judgment 
coinciding with their’s, I at length contented, and remained there. 

, Tranquillity, kind treatment,* and good medical a fli fiance, 
produced, in the fpace of two or three weeks, fb material a change 
in my health, I was in a condition to avail mylelf, at the expira- 
tion of that time, of a thip bound to Anjengo, and which offering 
the additional inducement of touching at Tellicherry, determined 
me to take my paflage in her. W hen I arrived at Tellicherry, 
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and during my ft ay there, the great attention fhewajfcme by Mr. 
Freeman, the Chief of that place, and the comforts of his houfe, 
reftored me to a great fhare of health and fpirits- — And here a very 
lingular circumftancc occurred. 

• One day a veffel arrived ; and perceiving a boat coming on 
lhore from her, Mr. Freeman and I walked down to the beach, 
to make 'the ufual inquiries — fuch as, where fhe came from? 
what news fhe brought ? &c. &c. As foon as the boat touched 
the fhore, a Gentleman leaped out of it, whofe perlon feemed fa- 
miliar to me : upon his nearer approach, I difcovered that it was 
Mr. Brodey, a Gentleman who had been kind enough to take 
upon him the office of my Attorney, upon my leaving India lome 
years before— not my Attorney in the ordinary acceptation of that 
word, but a liberal and difinterefted friend, who obligingly under- 
took the management of my affairs in my abfencc, without the 
fmalleft hope of advantage, or rather under circumftances which 
l’crved as preludes to further obligations. I was certainly pleated 
and furprifed to fee him ; but his aftonifhment to fee me amounted 
almoft to a diftruft of his eye-fight : he had received fuch indubita- 
ble proofs of my death, that my fudden appearance on his landing, 
At the firft rufh of thought, irftprefled him with the notion of* a 
deceptio vi/us. My identity, however, was too pofitive for re- 
finance ; and his wonder melted down into cordial fatisfa&ion, 
and congratulations on my fafety. He then took out a pocket 
account-book, in which, for fecurity again!! accidents, he kept 
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. accounts-current, written in a brief manner— and (hewed me 
mine, fettled almol\ to the very day, upon which was tranferibed 
a copy of a letter he had received, and which he thought was a 
teftimOhy of my death. So, cutting out the account, and pre- 
fenting it to me, he expreffed, in the moft cordial and handfome 
manner, his joy that it was into my own hands he had at laft had 
an opportunity to deliver it. This Gentleman is now in this 
Kingdom, and too well known for me to deferibe him. Suffice it 
to fay, that in England, as well as in India, he has always enjoyed 
the efleem and refpefl of all his acquaintances, to as great an ex- 
tent as any other perfbn I know. 

I again embarked to proceed on my voyage, and had hardly got 
on board when a ffiip dropped anchor along fide of us, in which 
Captain Campbell of Comby, a very near connexion of mine, 
was paflenger. On hailing one another, he heard that I was on 
board, and immediately was with me. Thole who fincerely love 
each other, and whole hearts confefs the fond tics of conlanguinity, 
can alone conceive what our mutual pleafure was at meeting lo 
unexpe&edly in fo remote a corner of the world. He was then on 
his way to join the army. This amiable young man now repoles 
in the Bed of Honour at Mangalore ! He fell, after having diftin- 
guifhed himfelf in the very gallant defence made by that place 
againft the whole force of Tippoo. With regret we parted; 
and in due time I arrived at Anjcngo without any accident befall- 
ing me, which was rather extraordinary. ** 
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Leaving Anjengo, I fet out for Madras, defigning to go all th& 
way by land — a journey of near eight hundred miles. I accord- 
ingly ftruck through the Kingdom of Travancore, whole Sove- 
reign is in alliance with the Englilh ; and had not long entered- 
the territories of the Nabob Or Arcot, before Major Macneax., 
an old friend of mine, and Commandant of a fort in that diftrift, 
met me, preceded by a troop of dancing girls, who encircled my 
palanquin, dancing around me until I entered the Major’s houfe. 

It would be difficult to give you an adequate notion of thole 
dancing girls. Trained up from their infancy to the practice of 
'the moft graceful motions, the molt artful dilplay of perlonal 
fymmetry, and the moft wanton allurements, they dance in fiich 
a ftyle, and twine their limbs and bodies into luch poftures, as 
bewitch the fenfes, and extort applaufe and admiration where in 
ftridtnels dilapprobation is due : nor is their agility inferior to the 
grace of their movements — though they do not exert it in the 
lame Ikipping way that our ftage dancers do, but make it lub- 
fervient to the elegance, and, I may fay, grandeur, of their air. 
They are generally found in troops of fix or eight, attended by 
muficians, whofe afpedl and drefs are as uncouth and fqualid, as 
the founds they produce under the name of mafic are inelegant, 
harfh and diffonant. To this mufic, from which meafure as much 
as harmony is excluded, they dance, moft wonderfully adapting 
their ftep to the perpetual change of the time, accompanying it 

t 
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and limbs, the wanton palpitation and heaving of their exquifitely 
formed bofoms, and the amorous, or rather lafcivious cxpreffion 
of their countenance, excite in the fpeftators emotions not very 
favourable to chaftity. Thus they continue to aft, till, by the 
warmth of exercife and imagination, they become feemingly frantic 
with ecftacy, and, finking flown motionlels with fatigue, throw ' 
themfelves into the raoft alluring attitudes that ingenious vice and 
voluptuoulhels can poffibly devife. 

That fuch incitements to vice Ihould make a part of the 
fyftem of any fociety, is to be lamented : yet, at all ceremonies 
and great occafions, whether of religious worfhip or domeftic en- 
joyment, they make a part of the entertainment ; and the altar of 
their gods, and the purity of the marriage rites, arc alike polluted 
by the introduftion of the dancing girls. The impurity of this 
Cuftom, however,, vanishes in India, when compared with the 
hideous praftice of introducing dancing boys. 

The Major, after having entertained me in the mod hofpitable 
manner,, accompanied me to Palamcotah, to the houfe of Doftor 
Dott, who lived in a generous and holpitable ftyle. I had once 
had an opportunity of evincing my good difpofition to this Gentle- 
man, when he was moft critically fituated ; and the reception he 
gave me demonftrated, that he then , retained a lively fenfe of my , 
eonduft to him.. 

Leaving Palamcotah, I continued my route through Madura. 
This Country is rendered remarkable by the revdlt of. the farh'ous 
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Isif Cawn, who made a bold and well-conducted attempt to 
ereCt himfclf into the Sovereignty of that Province, independent 
of the Nabob of the Carnatic, in whole fervice he was : and as 
the affair occurs to my thoughts, I will, for your information, 
notwithftanding its being unconnected with my ftory, digrels into 
an account of it. As loon as the f revolt of Isif Cawn was 
known, General Monson, an Officer of great military Ikill and 
perlonal merit, went againft him at the head of the King’s and 
Company’s troops, and invefted the fort of Madura, in which that 
rebellious Chief was ported. The General made a practicable 
breach, and, in ftorming, was beat back with great (laughter by 
Isif ; and the letting in of the monfoons immediately after, retarded 
the further operations of our army againft the place ; and in the 
interim, peace having been concluded between the Courts of St. 
James’s and Verlailles, the King’s troops were withdrawn. 

On the recal of the King’s troops, an army of Company’s 
troops was formed, to proceed againft Madura, in order to reduce 
this gallant turbulent rebel to fubjeClion ; and the renowned Ge- 
neral Lawrence being rendered incapable of aClual fervice, and 
obliged to remain at the Prefidency by extreme age and infirmity, 
the chief command devolved upon my father by feniority: he headed 
the expedition ; and, after overcoming innumerable difficulties 
thrown in his way by the inventive genius and enterprifing (pipit 
of Isif Cawn, again made a breach, which was deemed practi- 
cable by the chief engineer, now Sir John Call. An affault 


was 



( 127 ) 


was made with no better fuccels than the former; for our army 
was again repulfed with incredible (laughter: more than two 
thirds, I believe, of our European Officers, were among the killed 
or wounded ; and the death of Major Preston, fecond in com- 
mand, a man endeared to the army by the pofleffion of every ad- 
vantage of perfon, heart and talents— an adtive, intrepid and able 
Officer — aggravated the calamities of the day. 

If, impelled by my feelings, or tempted by remembrance of 
the part, I fbmetimes digrefs from the diredt path of my narrative, 
my Frederick will accompany me, not only with patience, but 
I dare fay with pleafure : I cannot refrain, therefore, from men- 
tioning a memorable occurrence during that fiege, not only as it 
is fomewhat extraordinary in itfelf, but as it relates to a very near 
and dear connedtion. Colonel Donald Campbell, who then 
commanded the Cavalry, received no lets than fourteen fword- 
wounds and a mufquet-ball in his body — yet continued doing his 
duty with fuch cool intrepidity, that brave foldiers who were 
witneffes to it, expreffed the utmoft aftonifhment : upon being re- 
queued to quit the field, he replied, that as his family were pro- 
vided for, he had nothing to fear ; and as it was very unlikely 
his life' could be faved, he would not deprive his Country of any 
advantage that might be derived from his exertions for the fhort 
refidue of it, but continue to the laft moment at his duty. With 
all this firmnefs and magnanimity, ho was gentle, good-hu- 
moured, modeft and unafluming ; and was admired for his great 
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perfonal beauty, as well as military talents, particularly by the 
Duke of Cumberland, under whom he fervcd in the war in 
Germany as a fubaltern Officer, in lb much that His Royal High- 
nels had his picture drawn. It was to him the Company were 
fijfl indebted for the introduction of perfect military dilcipline into 
their army in India. In the various relations in which he flood, 
whether domeftic or public, as the fubjeCt, the citizen, the father, 
dr the friend, he was fo uniformly excellent, that the fhafts of 
malevolence, which the belt and wifeft of men have but too often 
felt, feldom reache'd him ; and he may juftly be reckoned amongft 
that very fmail number of created beings, of whom fcarcely any one 
had the audacity to fpeak ill. Upon my firft arrival in India, I was 
put under his command, and lived in his family— when, inftead 
of deporting himfelf towards me with that referve and aufterity 
which rank and reputation like his, coupled with the circumftance 
of his being my uncle, might in fome fort have juftified, he took 
me into his confidence, treated me with the greateft affcdtion, 
and a<5ted rather as the brother and the equal, than as the parent 
and fuperior ; and thus his gentle admonitions had more effeCt in 
reftraining the fallies of youth, and impetuofity of my temper, 
than the four, unpalatable documents of a fupercilious pj^ceptop 
could poffibly have had. 

The wonderful effeCts of this happy temper in fwaying the 
ftubborn difpofition of headftrong youth, was exemplified in ano- 
ther inftance— of which, fince I am on the fubjeCt, I will inform 
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you. Mr. Dupres, then Governor of Madras, wrote to Km- 
about a young Gentleman, in the following words : 

“ My DEAR COLONEL, 

“ In the lift of Officers appointed to your garrifon, you will 

£ ‘ fee the name of . This young man (nephew to 

** Mrs. Dupres), with abilities that might render him confpicuous, 
“ I am forry to fay, ftands in need of a ftriCt hand. All the fa- 
• “ vour I have to requeft of you is to fhew him no favour : "keep 
w him rigidly to his duty ; and, if he requires it, rule him with a 
” rod of iron. Should his future conduct meet your appro- 
“ bation, it is unnecefTary for me to afk it, as you are always 
ready to fhew kindnefs to thofe who merit it.” 

The peculiar ftyle of tliis letter made fuch an ifnpreffion on 
my memory, that I am able to give the exa£t words. Colonel 
Campbell, however, took his own unalterable method, mild- 
nefs— treated the young Gentleman in fuch a manner as to raife 
in him a confcioufhefs of his dignity as a man, the firft and beft 
gujat^l againft mifconduCt — and appointed him to the grenadier 
tw^.^The' refult was anfweraHe to his expectations ; for the 
young mail’s condudt, both as an Officer and a Gentleman, was 
fuch in the fequel as to reflect credit on himielf and his family ; and 
his very honourable and hopeful career w*as at lift terminated by 
a cannon-ball at the fiegO of Tanjore. 

K 


If 



^ 13Q ) 

< If the. veneration in which I lhall ever hold this moft dear and 
refpelted relative admitted of increafe, it would certainly receive 
it from the coiitraft I am every day obliged to draw between him 
and the wretched butterflies who fometimes flutter round us under 
the name of Men : for, how can I help contrafting his inflexible 
courage, united to angelic mildncfs, with the infolcnce of lilly- 
livfered. Heitors, who, confcious of the moft abjelt cowardice, 
dare to give an infult, and bafely fkulk .from honeft refentment 
beneath the arm of the Law ! — fellows who, like Btbadil in the 
Jjlay, can kill a whole army with the tongue, but dare not face a 
pigmy in the field 1— and, while they want the prudence to reftrain 
the torrent of effeminate inventive, have patience enough to bear 
a kicking, or a box in the ear L™ who blufter and vapour to hide 
the trembling limb and poltroon afpelt, as children whiftle in the 
dark to. brave, the ghofts they dread !. Beware of all. fuch wretches 
as you would fhun plague or peftilence. I hope, you.do not imagine 
that I have fo little common fen fe or philanthropy . as to eenfurc 
thofe who, from phyfical caufes or conftitutional; delicacy, arc 
averfe. to conteft : No, no— 4 do aflure you, on the contrary, that 
my obfervation leads me to think fuch men, though flow to quar- 
rel, and inoffenfive in conduit, are very gallant when ho t on fr tfr 
duty demand from them a conqueft. over, their weakness. I*have, , 
in my time, feen fuch men at firft. the fport, and at laft the terror 
of your bluftering bullies*, and I have always thought, that in. 
fiich a triumph over their feelings, they had more. true, merit 
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than men conftitutionally courageous: the latter has his Valour 
in common with the mere animal ; die other poffeffes the valour 
of fentiment. I mean that moft ignominious of all beings, who, 
prochgalatroflfence, yet rclu£knt in reparation — who, hoping to 
find fome perfon palHve as themfelves over whom to tri um ph,, 
hazard the giving of an infult, with the malignant view to gaf- 
conade over him if he fubmks— -and, if he refents, to wreak the 
whole vengeance taf Law upon him. In fociety with fitch men, 
there is no fiifety ; for they leave you only the calual alternative to 
choofe between fhame and min. Him who lubmits-, they city 
poltroon; and him who refents, they fleece in forth- of Lam 
There affc Others who, to bring their fellow-creatures down t6 
their Own level, brave the execrations of Mankind, and the 
vengeance of Heaven : fueh harpies do exift, who, though bold 
enough to infult, are tame enough to receive chaftifement without 
refifhmce; add, though tame enough to fubmit to chaftifement, 
are fo furioufly vindi&ive as to proclaim their fhame, their cow- 
ardice, perhaps in the face of an open Court, in order to glut 
their revenge by the pillage of their adverfary's psrrfe. Let fuch 
mett enjoy the fruits of their machinations, if they can — To their 
own feelings Icohfign them ; for I can with a villain no greater 
eurfe than the company of his ow« confcieace, nor at poltroon a 
more poignant ftlng than that which the contempt of Mankind 
inflicts upon l^fn. 
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LETTER LX. 


Passi ng through Madura, I arrived at Trichinopoly, 
Where I met Mr. Sullivan, the Refident of Tanjpre, who very 
politely furuifhed me with, a letter to Mr, Hippesley, his De- 
puty. at Tapjore, . from whom I received many marks of civility. 
At. that, place. I had, the pleafure of meeting a. Gentleman with 
>vhom I had been at College,, and for whom I had always enter- 
tained,^ great efteem :..this was Colonel Fullarton. It is an 
old maxim, that, we, fhould, % nothing but gpod of the dead— 
« Dp iportuis nil nift bonum.” It is not a new . maxim, I be- 
lieve,, to avoid praifing the living I am aware of the indelicacy 
of it.; and therefore purpofely avoid in. this, as I fhall in other in- 
dances, fpeaking the full, opinion I entertain. . To the. general 
efteem in which he, was held by all ranks of people in India»I refer, 
you to ColonelFunLARTpN’s character : At is of fucha/ort,. that. 
1 wifh to hold it up for your imitation. . At a time of life when 
others haye arrived to fome perfeaiop in their profeflion, he made, 
choice of his, and entered for, the, firft time into, the arduous mili*. 
tary department, with a command for which the training of many 

years is no more than ftiffipient to, prepare other mem The Mi- 
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.nifler of that day gave him this important charge, underwent tile 
clamours of Oppoiition for it, and was juftified in the even'tw 
When the Colonel came toad, fi> far from being deficient, his 
whole condud was diftinguilhed, not lefs for military talent than 
courage-— while the mod fortunate command of temper and cap- 
tivating addrefs fubdued the ipirit of prejudice, .reconciled the moft 
difeordant, and gained him,, though a .King’s Officer, the efteem; 
as much of. tire Company’s -as King’s troops. In ffiort, aU ranks 
of people; civil as-well as military, whether belonging to King or 
Company, united in approbation, of his condud— a thing not 
known before, nor fince, but-in the perfon of Lord Cornwallis; 

Too much cannot be laid of the advantages rcliilting from a 
proper : command, of temper. To promote that in my Frede* 
rick, will be:attended with little difficulty : on the contrary, my 
only doubt- is, that the . placability and mildnefs of his difpofition 
will too often fubjed him to impofition. John is, however, of 
a different, temper ; there is fomething in it which' requires both 
admonition and good example to reprels within proper bounds : to 
Ihew him the -beauty as well as ufe.of a mild, cool temper, fuch 
inftances as Colonel Flularton may be. of weight, and I wilH 
him to refled upon it. . And here I . am. re minded of ' a - perlbn' and 
a circumHance- fo exadly in point, that I cannbt refrain from 
noticing them : - they convey no inadequate idea of the -happrrieA' 
refulting from a gentlenefs of nature, and dominion over* the 
toindj- and as the perfon. I allude .to- is dead, I may fpeak of him 
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with, the greater freedom in that full ftraia of praife which hi* 
jluuing virtues deferve. 

Qf an jthe meii 1 have ever had the good fortune to know. 
Sir Archibald Campbell poflefled, in the higheft degree, 
that heavenly turn of mind, which not only is at peace with itfelf, 
1)ut diffu&s harmony and cheerfulneis around it. No bufmefs, 
however urgent in occafion, xeftri&ed in point of time, or embar- 
raffed With difficulty-— no accident, however unexpe&ed, or event, 
however fiuifter— none of thofe innumerable minutia; which fret 
and chafe the tempers of other men, ever fulpended the cool tenor 
of his thought even for a moment : nothing ftiook. the ferenity of 
his temper — nothing deranged the prefence of his mind : uniform 
and placid, he in ail fituations had the full dominion of himfelf, 
and in the held it gave him a decided fuperiority : nor was this 
felicity of nature confined to his public conduct ; it attended him 
at the donacftic enjoyments of the fire-fide — at the iocial board— 
in the private reeefles of his clofet ; and the very fame habit of 
foul which, in his great public duties, rendered him valuable to his 
Country, and formidable to her enemies, gained him the admira- 
tion and efteem of his friends, the unbounded affeflion of his fa- 
mily, and the bleffing of all his dependants. 

An incident that occurred in my prefence may ferve in feme 
me fl f ur e to decipher; the mind of this , admirable man-—! fhall 
never forget it Previoufly to his going to India, he had. exerted 
his inter eft, to obtain from the Eaft India, Company fbme reward 

for 



( 135 ) 


for my fervices ; and, a few day# before his departure, promifed 
to fpeak again to Mr. Devaynes, Cliairman of the Eaft India 
Company. I waited on him on the day he was fetting off; he 
was juft about to depart, and furrounded by a numerous 
.circle. In the midft of this buftle, and the confufion, one would 
fuppofc, infeparable from fuch a cribs, he recollefted his promife— 
told me Mr. Devaynes had that minute taken leave of him, and. 
he had forgot to mention' me, but faid that he would write to him on 
.the fubjeft ; and', though he was at the inftant on the point of moving 
to the carriage that was to carry him, off,' fat down, and with that 
amiable fweetnefs of manners, and happily collefted mind lb. pecu- 
liarly his own,, wrote a letter for me to Mr. .Dev a.yne s — holding 
converfation, the while, in the moft lively, engaging manner, 
with the perions around him. The concifenels and perfpicuity 
of language in which this letter was couched; will ferve to eluci* 
date what I have faidr-I therefore tranfcribe it for you:- 

“ St. y attics' s Hotel, Sept. 30, 1785;. 

“ Dear Si*, 

« I forgot to mention to you this- forenoon, and again to repeat 
** my earneft wifhes,. you w ould ■ take the cafe of Mr ..Campbell 
“ fpeedily into your consideration. His Offerings were of fiioh- a 
“ nature,, and his fervices fo meritorious, that l am periuaded, 
« upon a fair inveftigation of both, you will give him your frimeft* 
“ fupport, . 1 have looked into all his papers ; and the teftimonieA. 
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of elTenKal Tervides rendered to the Company by him, do him, 
in my opinion, the-higheft honour. Unlefs fuch merits arc rc- 
cottfpenfed, few will riik eVery thing, as Mr. Campbell did, 
“ to proAiote the fuccefs of the Company’s atrms in India : but I 
M tfoft you will fee it in its proper light ; and in that hope I fhall 
** only add, that whatever afts of kindnefs you fhew to him, will 
“ be confidered as an obligation conferred on, 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ Your faithful and moft obedient humble fervant, 

** Archibald Campbell.” 

“ To William Devaynes , Efq." 

Be affured, my dear boys, (for now I fpeak to John as well 
os Frederick), that one aft of triumph over the temper is worth 
a million of triumphs over our fellow-creatures, and that the per- 
feft dominion of our mind is more advantageous and laudable than 
the dominion over Provinces or Nations. The one attaches merely 
to our corporeal part, and is buried with our duft in the grave : the 
other follows our immortal part, and paffes with it into eternity. 

On my leaving Tanjore, Colonel Fullarton honoured me 
with the care of a letter to Lord Macartney, then Governor 
of Madras — an extraft of which I give you, as it applied to my 
Jbtifinefs particularly : 
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“ Tatijore , March 20 ,- 178 $. 

“ My Lord, 

“ I had the honour to write to jour Lordthip on the 8th by 
“ Captain Hallam, who carried from hence very large packets 
Xi to you. The opportunity of Captain Campbell tempts me to 
“ trouble your Lordthip, merely to inform you, that all my let- 
ters from Bidanore afcribe in a great degree the tiiccefs of our 
“ arms in that quarter, and the romantic Revolution effected there, 
“ to the influence he had with Hyat Sahib, and to the propofals 
“ of furrender which he fuggcftcd, and trania&ed with the Ge- 
“ neral and Jemadar. I think it neceffary that you, my Lord, 
may know how much the Public is indebted to Captain 
“ Campbell, whofe good fortune in this affair has only been 
“ equalled by his good conduit. He is perfectly acquainted with 
“ the ftate of affairs on the other coaft, and has feen and heard 
« much of our trantadtions here ; fo that no perfon can give a 
“ more clear or unbiaffed view of events."” 

I had alfo the good luck to meet, at Tanjore,Mr. Buchanan, 
a very near connexion of mine, for whom I had long entertained 
a fincere and warm regard. It has been my misfortune to have 
been 'obliged frequently to cenftire lome of my relatives for ill-na- 
ture and ingratitude ' I never did to without the.moft painful ten- 
fations. When, on the contrary, I am enabled to fpcak to. their 
honour, I feel a proportionate thare of pleafure : I am therefoue 
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happ yin mentioning Mr. Buchanan as a man as amiable in his 
•private as refpedtable in his public chara&er ; but the fatisfa&ion I 
felt at this meeting was much alloyed by finding him in a very bad 
ftate qf health. 

Before I left Tanjore, I had -an opportunity of being eye, wit- 
nefsto that extraordinary and horrid ceremony, the burning of a 
Gen too woman with the body of her huiband. As this is a point 
which has occalioned much fpeculation and fome doubt among 
Europeans, I inclofe you an accurate account of the ceremony, as 
minuted down at the time it happened. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE CEREMONY OF THE GENTOO WOMEN 

BURNING THEMSELVES WITH THE BODIES OF THEIR HUS- 
BANDS. 

“ This day, , I wciit to fee a Gentoo woman refign 

herfelf to be burned along with the corpfe of her deceafed huiband. 

“ The place fixed upon for this tragic feene, was a fmall iflet 
on the bank of one of the branches of the river Cavery, about a 
mile to the Northward of the fort of Tanjore.. 

“ When I came to the fpot, I found the victim, who appeared 
to be not above fixteen, fitting on the ground, dreffed in the 
Gentoo manner, with a white cloth wrapped found her,, iome 
white flowers like jefiamins hanging round her neck, and fome 
of them hanging from her hair. There were about twenty 


women 



( 139 ) 

women: fitting on their hams round her, holding a white hand- 
kerchief, extended, horizontally over her head, to (hade her from 
the fun, which was exceffively hot, it being then about noon. 

“ At a k° ut twenty yards from where (he was fitting, and facing 
her, there were (everal Bramins buly in conftrudling a pile with 
billets of fire-wood : the pile was about eight feet long, and four 
broad. They firft began by driving fome upright (lakes into 
the ground, and then built up the middle to about the height of 
three feet and a half with billets of wood. 

“ The dead hulband, who, from his appearance, feemed to bo 
about fixty years of age, was lying dole by, ftretched out on a 
bier, made of Bamboo canes. Four Bramins walked in pro- 
ccffion three times round the dead body, firft in a direction 
contrary to the fun, and afterwards other three times in a direc- 
tion with the fun, all the while muttering incantations ; and at 
each round or circuit they made, they untwifted, and immediately 
again twifted up the fmall long lock of hair which is left unihaven 
at the back of their heads. 

“ Some other Bramins were in- the mean time employed in 
fprinkling water out of a green leaf, rolled up like a cup, upon 
a fmall heap of cakes of dry cow-dung, with which the pile was 
afterwards to be fet on fire. 

“ An old Bramin fat at the North-eaft corner of the pile upon 
his hams, , with a pair of fpedacles on, reading, I fuppoie, the 
Shafter, or their Scriptures, from a took compoled of C«yan leaves. 

S 2 “ Having 
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“ Having been prefeut now nearly an hou^T inquired. wftert 
they meant to fet the pile on fire : they anfwered, in about two. hours.. 
As this fpertacle. Was mod melancholy, and naturally ftruck me with 
horror, and as I had only gone there to allure myfelf of the truth 
of fuch J'acrifces being made, I went away towards the fort.. 
After I was gone about five hundred yards, they lent lome one 
to tell me they would burn immediately ; on which I returned, 
and found the woman had been moved from where Ihc was fitting 
to the river, where the • Bramins were bathing her. On taking 
her out of the water, they put lome money in her hand, which- Ihe 
dipped in the river, and divided among the Bramins : lhe had 
then a yell&w cloth roiled partially round her. They put fome 
red colour, about the lize of a fixpence, ©n the centre of her, 
forehead, and rubbed fome thing that appeared to me to be clay.. 
She was then led to the pile, round which lhe. walked, three times 
as the fun goes : lhe then, mounted, it. at the. North-eaft corner,; 
without any afliftance; and lat herfelf down on the. right fide of 
her hulband, who had been previoufly laid upon, the pile. She 
then unferewed the pins which fattened the jewels or filver rings 
on her arms.: after lhe had taken them off, lhe Ihut. them, and 
fere wed in the pins- again, and gave one to each , of two women 
who were Handing: lhe unferewed her ear-rings, and other toys, 
with great compofurej and divided them among the women who 
were with her. There feemed to be fome little fquabble about 
the diftribution of her jewels, which lhe fettled with great. pre- 
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dfion ; and then, falling gently backwards, pulled a fold of the 
yellow cloth over her face, turned her breaft towards her hulband’s 
fide, and laid her right ai m over his breaft ; and in this pofture^ 
the remained without moving. 

“ Juft before Ihe lay down, the Rramins put fome rice in her 
lap, and alfo fome into the mouth and on the long grey beard of 
her hulband r. they then lprinkled ionic water on the head, bieaft 
and feet of both, and tied them gently together round the middle 
with a flender bit of rope i they then raifed, as it were, a little 
wall of wood lengthways on two tides of the pile,, lo as to railc 
it above the level of the bodies ; and then put crols pieces, lb as to 
prevent the billets of wood from .prefling on them : they then poured 
on the pile, above where the woman lay, a potful of lomcthing 
that appeared to me to be oil ; after this they heaped on more 
wood, to the height of about four feet above where the bodies 
were built in ;. l'o that all. I now law was a ftack of fire- wood. 

“ One of the Bramins, I oblerved, ftood at the end of the 
pile next the woman’s head— was calling to her through the in- 
terfaces of the wood, and laughed fevcral times during the con- 
verfation.. Laftly, they overipread the pile with, wet ftraw, and 
tied it on with ropes.. 

“ A B/amin then took a handful of ftraw, which he fet on< 
fire at the little heap of burning cakes of cow-dung; and, Hand- 
ing to windward of the pile, he let the wind drive the flame 
from the ftraw till it catched the pile. Fortunately, at this m- 
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•ft ant, the wind rofe much higher than it had been any part of 
the day ; and in an inftant the flames pervaded the whole pile, 
and it burnt with great fury. I liftened a few feconds, but could 
not diftinguilh any Ihricks, which might perhaps be owing to my 
being then to windward. In a very few minutes, the pile became 
a heap of allies. 

“ During the whole time of this procefs, which lafted from 
firft to laft above two hours before we loft light of the woman 
by her being built up in the middle of the pile, I kept my eyes 
almoft conftantly upon her ; and I declare to God that I covdd 
not perceive, either in her countenance or limbs, the leaft trace 
of either horror, fear, or even hefitation : her countenance was 
perfectly compofed and placid ; and die was not, I am pofitivc, 
either intoxicated or ftupified. From feveral circumftances, I 
thought the Bramins exulted in this hellifh lacrifice, and did not 
feem at all difpleafed that Europeans Ihould be witnefles of it.” 

From Tanjore I proceeded to Negapatnam, which had been 
taken from the Dutch by the Company’s troops, and where Mr. 
Cochran, an old friend of mine, was Chief. 

The communication by land between Negapatnam and Madras 
being interrupted by the enemy’s troops, I embarked in a vcffel, 
and proceeded thither by lea — Major Johnston, of the En- 
gineers, being alfo a paflenger. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LXI. 


Hitherto evefy ftep of my journey has been marked 
by occurrences fo unexpe&ed, and accidents fo extraordinary, that 
J fliould feel fome repugnance to relate them, left my veracity 
fhould he called in qucftion, were they not attefted by lb many 
living perlons of refpe&ability, and by written documents of au- 
thority on record. Were one to confider them merely as the 
offspring of fiftion, they would perhaps have intereft enough to 
catch the attention ; but, viewing them as fads, they borrow, 
from their number and rapid fucceflion, as well as from their An- 
gularity, lb much of the complexion of imaginary adventure, 
that the combination cannot, I think, fail to intereft your mind 
as well as your feelings. 

Arrived at Nagapatnam, within a Ihort run of Madras, it is 
natural for you to fuppofe that adventure was at an end, and 
that fortune,, fatigued by the mediant exertion of her caprice, 
might have left me to proceed the Ihort refidye of my way without 
further moleftation. It fell out otherwile : Ihe had marked me as 
her game, and relolved to worry me to the laft monent; for, as 

we 
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wc approached Madras, we were chafed by a ^ ienc]i frigate, and 
taken near Fort St. George, 

This appeared to me the greateft misfortune I had yet met 
with, and likely to be the moil fatal in its conicquenccs. In 
order to explain this, I muft recur to certain circumftances, 
which, though I was informed of them fince my releafe fr<?m' 
Hydernagur, I did not relate to you, becaufc they were no way 
conne&ed with my narrative till now. 

Monfieur Suffrein, the French Admiral, having a number 
of Britifh prifoners in his poffeffion, whom he found it extremely 
inconvenient to fupport, made a propofal for an exchange — which, 
from fome failure in the conveyance, or ambiguity in the terms 
of the correlpondence, was neglected. 

The motives or accidents which gave rife to tliis negledt have 
never been completely developed ; and perhaps the Admiral him- 
felf, Sir Edward Hughes, and Lord Macartney, were the 
only perlons who knew the bottom of that tranlaftion. In fuch 
cafes, however, the ignorance of fail is generally, fupplied by 
conjcfihire ; and men have prefumed to cenfure unequivocally on 
the mere hypothetical luggeftions of their own imaginations. 
Candour, however, in fuch a cafe, where it could not fpeak with 
certainty, would fpeak with caution. An Hiftorian, particularly, 
Ihould fleer clear of party rancour, and not fuffer the prejudice or 
malignity which milled himfelf, to go down to atldmillead pofte- 
rity. Where politive proof is wanting, if we arc -obliged to de- 
cide, 
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cid.e,we muft 'judge by analogy and inference ; and in the cafe 
now. before uS, We have little but the characters of the perfoni 
concerned to guide :ys in our decifion. 

, Of the hoijrid. catastrophe which Succeeded the negleft; of 
exchanging prifoners, it is hardly poffible that anyone but Mon? 
fieuty SuffreinI himfelf could have had a conception. To 
fuppofo, that. Under fuch an impreffion, our leading men would 
have heftfated to,, prevent it, would be to fuppofe their intellects 
weak, and their hearts corrupt and inhuman. I fancy it wi\\.be 
difficult to fallen on Lord Macartney either the one or the 
other; for he was wife and humane: thole whom the disap- 
pointment of unreafonable expectations, or the malevolence of 
party, have induced to fufpeCt his Lordiliip’s heart, have been 
forced by his conduCt to revere his talents ; and the breath of 
calumny has never touched the. humanity of Sir .Edwaro 
Hughes. Whatever their motives, therefore* may have jbeen-r 
realbn, confidence, and candour, mull acquit. them of. the. conse- 
quences. It Should be recolleCted, too, that Monfieur Suffrii 
character was a very probable Security, in the mind of .rpen qf 
fenfe and honour, againSt any aCt of horrid inhumanity : his.qondq^t 
as an Officer had made a new aera in the Naval HiStory qiRmisfa 
his talents and courage might be . compared, without ; disadvantage, 
to thole of the belt of our British Admirals ; and he had, ^ha- 
bited marks of uncommon generofity, to .thofe whom tbq chaoqe 
of war had thrown into his hands, It 'u^ould the^efpre.havc been * 

T Some- 
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fomething more than preference to hare preluppofed what a&ually 
happened ; and I declare mod folemnly, that the inference I draw 
from the whole information I have had on the fubjedt is, that, 
calamitous though the event was, it attaches no pofitive guilt on 
any of the parties concerned. The fad! is plainly this: The 
French Admiral having no place on the fcoaft Where he could fe- 
cure his prifoners, and grieving, as h6 himfelf fubfequently wrote 
to Mr. Hastings, to fee the unhappy men, who had been fix or 
feven months at fea, dying of the feurvy, delivered over the 
prifoners, to the number of above three hundred, to Hyde*. 
Their fate afterwards was filch as it would harrow up your lbul 
to hear related. 

Take the whole of the circumftances into one glance, and 
fee what my feelings muft have been on finding myfelf once more 
a prifbner, Hyder Alli, who was, when cothpared with the 
worft Defpots of the. European World, a monfter, muft yet be 
confidered, When put in comparifen with his lucceflbr Tjppoo, 
mild and merciful. Hyde*, from policy and hypocrifyi fhewed 
feme lenity to the prifoners who fell into his hands. Inftahces 
are known where British captives have broke through the crowd 
that furrounded him into his prefehce for proteftion— when he 
has hypocritically feigned anger, threatened the perfbns who had 
treated them ill', reprobated feverity, and fent them off fatisfied 
for the prefent* Tippoo, on the contrary, was (o perfectly fa- 
vage, that cruelty feeraed to he, not only the internal habit of 
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his foul,, but the guide of all his aSions, the moving principle' of 
his policy, the rule of his public condua, and the fourceof his pri- 
vate gratification. Like the tyger which, Buffon tells us, kills 
the whole flock before he begins to feed, every appetite of hrs 
• yielded to the more urgent calls of barbarity ; and while one drop 
of blood remained unfpilled, one agony uninfliaed, one tear un- 
(hed, the natural appetites of Tippoo flood fulpended, and the 
luxuries of life courted his enjoyment in vain. Like the hyena 
which Thompson calls the felleft of the fell, the fury of his 
nature was neither to be controlled by refiftance, nor afluaged by 
blandishments. Aloof from the general order of the workings of 
Providence, he ftands a Angle inftancc, in which the Omnipotent 
has prefented a glowing living piaure, all shade : not one ray 
breaks in, to relieve the gloomy afpeft of the piece ; but, diftina 
from the whole human race, of him alone it may be faid, that he. 
never yet difclofed, even for a moment, one fpark of virtue. 

From barbarity fo inflexible to thofe taken in the ordinary 
chance of war, what could I expea if Ifell again into his hands— 
I who bad been the inftrument of one of his chief Governors’' 
defeaion — who had, by my negociations, contributed to deprive 
him of a Province, and, what perhaps might have had greater 
weight with him, robbed him of the gratification of a long har- 
boured revenge, by putting his enemy Hyat Sahib under'" this 
protedion of the Company ? Diabolical vengeance nevdr perhaps 
met with a fubjeft of fuch fublime erijoymept, "as the torturing 6f 
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me 'would have been to this monfler. Couple this, then, my 
Frederick, with the fears of Suffrein’s" doing by me as he 
had already done by the other Englifh prifbners— and guefs what 
my terror and confternation muft have been at falling into the 
hands of the French ! 

Having ftruck our colours to the French frigate, the Captain 
ordered us to follow her, and fleered to the Northward. We 
obeyed him for fome time : at length night fell ; and, a frefh and 
favourable breeze fortunately aiding the attempt, we put about, 
ran for Madras, and luckily dropt anchor fafely in the Roads. In 
the efcapes I had hitherto had, there was always fome difagreeable 
circumftance to alloy the pleafure arifing from them — In this in* 
fiance, my joy was pure and unqualified ; and I looked forward 
with a reafonable hope that the worfl was all over. 

* Here I found Lord Macartney Governor, flruggling to flip- 
port the credit of the Company, and directing their affairs through 
fuch embarraflments and difficulties as made the mofl wife and 
temperate defpair of fuccefs. So arduous an undertaking as the 
Government, of Madras then was, has rarely occurred; and a 
more fuccefsful final accomplifhment is not to be inflanced. In 
the incefiant conflicts to which he was expofed, he maintained , his 
poll with inflexible, firmnefs and unabated energy of mind*-*and, 
in the mofl trying circumflances, difeharged his important duty 
with zeal, integrity and wifdom. The ftridl difcharge of the 
duty Jie owed to his Country, raifed clamours againfl him among 
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an interefted few in India ; but the united applaufes of all parties, 
•on his return to England, ftamped currency on his fame, and has 
broken the fhafts of detraXion. 


LETTER LXII. 


After 'fp many hazards and hardfhips as I had under- 
gone, it was a moft pleafing reflexion to find myfelf in a fociety 
compofed of my oldeft profeflional connexions, and warmeft and 
fincereft friends : but this was a happinefs I could not long enjoy ; 
for, being charged with a million from Hyat Sahib to the Go- 
vernor-General and Supreme Council, I was conftrained to pro- 
ceed to Bengal^ and accordingly fet fail for Calcutta, which I 
reached in little more than a week, without encountering any ac- 
cident, or meeting a fingle occurrence, worth the relation. Upon 
my arrival there, Sir John Macpherson, who was in the Su- 
preme Council, gave me a kind invitation to live at his houfe, and 
preiented me to Mr. Hastings, with whom I entered into a ne- 
gociation on behalf of Hyat Sahib, which will appear by the 
following letters : 
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LETT'S? TO WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ* 

“ Calcutta , May 5 , 1783 . 

“ Honourable Sir, 

“ Indifpofition has put it out of my power, fincc the firft day 
“ after my arrival here, to have the honour of paying you my 
“ refpefts, and of laying before you, for the information of the 
“ Board, the objefts of my million to your foperintending Govern- 
“ ment. 

“ As thefe objects are of public importance, and as ill health 
“ may prevent me, for fome time longer, from having the honour 
** of waiting upon you, I take the liberty to beg your attention to 
“ thisaddrefs. 

“ The great Revolution in favour of the India Company upon 
the Weft fide of India, and to which I had the happinefs of being 
** in feme little degree inftrumental, has been certairtly brought about 
“ by the zeal and fpirit of General Mathews ; but that Officer 
“ afcribes to the orders and fijpplies of your Government the 
“ principal merit of the undertaking : he looks to the lameGo- 
“ vernment for fupport in the arrangement which he has made, 
f and may make, for the fecurity of the conquered Province. ; 

** The hurry in which I left him, and his anxiety for my fpeedy 
u communication of his fuccefles, gave no time fora formalcommu- 
** nication to the Governor-General and Council, of the particulars 

“ of 
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“ of his fuccefles, and of the arrangements which he wifhed to 
“ be adopted. He wrote a (hort account of the firft to the Prefi- 
“ dency of Fort St. George ; and gave me a public letter to the 
“ Commander in Chief of the Military Eftablifhment of that 
“ Prefidency to which I particularly belong, in atteftation of the 
“ fervices I rendered in the negociation between him and the Go- 
44 vernor of Bidanore, for the lurrender of that Capital and Pro- 
“ vince. A copy of that letter I have the pleafure to lay before you. 

44 As I was charged with, a particular commifiion from Hyat 
“ Sahib, the Manager of the Bidanore Province, to the Gover- 
“ nor-General and Council, as appears by his letter, which I had 
“ die honour of prefenting to you. General Mathews gave me, 
“ in verbal inftruftions, and memorandums written in his own 
“ hand, the particulars of what he wifhed me to reprefent to your 
44 Government : he gave me, beiides, fhort notes of introduction 
* to two of the Members of Government, whom he knew per- 
44 fonally— -referring them to me for an account of his fituation, 
44 and allowing me, 1 believe, more credit than I deferve, for the 
44 (hare 1 had in contributing to his final acquifition of Bidanore 
44 without drawing a fword. 

44 It would be tedious, and more fit for the detail of eoaverfa- 
lion than of a public addrefs, to inform you of the various fteps 
44 that led to the lurrender of the Capital and Province of Bida* 
44 not e. 1 had had feveral conferences with Hyat Sahib before 
44 Hyder’s death, and endeavoured to fuggeft to him the advarw 
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« tage which would arife to him from a revolt in favour of the 
«* Company. My efforts in thefe converfation's ended ultimately 
u in thfe moft rigorous diftrcis to myfolf t I was put in irons, and 
« remained lb' for four months, in a fituation only of exiftence, 
*« without any hopes of ever elcaping. When General Ma- 
*( thews had ftormed the Ghauts, Hyat Sahib fent for me, 
<« and, after various ftruggles, and much indecifion, agreed to 
“ my proceeding to the Englilh camp ; and I conduced General 
“ Mathews, almoft unattended, into Bidanorc. Hyat Sahib 
« at length agreed to fubmit: but as, in his various conventions 
« with me before and after that event, he made a very particular 
“ diftindion between the Government of Bombay and the chief 
« Government of the Englilh in Indoftan, fo he propofed that I 
« Ihould immediately depart, after he had given up the place and 
“ all the forts of the Province, with a letter to' you, to obtain 
“ your fandion to me to his arrangements with the Englilh Gt- 
44 neral. ' 

“ Thefe arrangements were not even clearly defined before my 
44 departure ; and fo anxious was he for my fpeedy' arrival at Cal- 
« cutta, that he only gave me the general propofitibns that fere 
44 contained in his letter. 

44 Permit me here to obferve, that it is by the treatment 
44 which Hyat Sahib meets with, that the other Chiefs of 
44 Hyder’s Country will eftim&te the advantage bf abandoning the 
44 interefts of Tippoo Sahib, of will confirm their dependence 
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« upon him. TiPpoo was prevented by his father from all in- 
“ tercourfe with the Governors of his Provinces, or any mter- 
“ ference in country affairs ; fo that thofe left in charge at his 
“ father’s death are ftrangers to him, and are men to whom he 
has little attachment. He is, befides, confidered to be of a cruel 
“ difpofition. His father was cruel upon a political principle :• he 
« is thought to be fo from nature. 

“ The unfortunate differences about money which arofe in 
General Mathews’s camp, and of which you will probably 
“ hear from the Prefidency of Bombay, took up much of the 
“ General’s time, and may have retarded his operations : hovv- 
ever, his fuccefsin the redudlion of Mangalore gives a fecurity 
“ to his conquefts. The revenues of the Bidanore Province are 
«« about twenty lacks of pagodas per annum. 

« The particular lituation of the Capital merits attention. I t 
« j s placed in a valley of confidcrable extent in circumference : 

“ according to the beft obfervation I could make, there is an 
“ afeent to it, from all fides, of near feven miles : it can only be ap- 
“ proached by four roads, which are cut among the hills, and which 
“ were judicieufly fortified with great pains by Hyder : woods, 

« t0 the depth of many miles, are a frontier round its (kirts ; and 
“ where thefe admitted a palfage, Hyder took the precaution to 
“ plant bamboos and thorns— fo that I have little fear but that 
*t General Mathews will be able to defend thefe pafies ; and as 
<< for provifions, and military {lores of all kinds, that were found 
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“ In Bidanore, of the' latter particularly, whatj according to Ge- 
“ riorat :MAn-HEWS?s. dwn declaration, would equip nine Inch 
^ artnics as his, : •' ' 

• ' “ Cunddpore : is thd next fea-port to Bidanore, and is diftant 
“ about fifty miles : Mangalore is diftant about a hundred miles. 
“ The road leading from Mangalore joins with that from Cunda- 
“ pore, where the alcent of the hills commence : another road 
from Bidanore leads to Seringapatam, and a fourth into, the 
“ Marietta Country. 

“ It was from the lower Country, along the fea-coaft, be- 
“ tween Onore and Mangalore, which is watered by many 
“ rivers, and is the bcft cultivated Country I ever law, that 
“ Hyder got the greateft part of his provifions for his army in 
“ the Carnatic ; and, independent of the advantages which the 
“ Company have gained by the acquifition of thefe Countries, the 
“ confequent Ioffes of the Myforeans are . immenfe, and fuch as 
“ will dilable them from aflifting the French in the Carnatic. 

“ It becomes not an Officer of .my rank tomake any obferv- 
“ ations : that relate to the conduct of the different Governments 
“ of my Employers ; but I am obliged to obferve, in juftice to 
“ Hyat Sahib’s declaration to me, that he will not rely upon 
“ any arrangement made in his favour by the Governor and 
“ Council of Bombay, unlefs he has a fpeedy anfwer to his letter 
“ from this Government. He has requefted me to return with 
M that anfwer, and with the fandlion of the Governor-General. 


“ to 
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4i to tlle <*wl given to hup by General Mathews. ' Thdhgh 1 
“ am worn down by my fufferings in prifon, and my health' can 
“ fcarcely enable me to be carried by land, I am ready to undcr- 
■ take -this fervice ; for I know it is the greateft I may ever have 
“ it in my power to render to the Company and to my Country. 

“ My return to the other coaft with a favourable anfwer to 
“ Hyat, Sahib, will be the fignal to other Chiefs to throw off the 
“ yoke of Tippoo ; and if Colonel Long has made any progrels 
“ in the Coimbatore Country, or that General Mathews has not 
“ been too feverely prefled by Tippoo, I may arrive upon the 
“ other coaft in time to be of real ufe to the Company. 

“ I know, Honourable Sir, the liberal and great fyftem of your 
“ adminiftration : I will not, therefore, point out any little cir- 
“ cumftances about the footing upon which I Ihould return to 
“ Hyat Sahib, or remain upon the other coaft. I wilh only to 
“ be rewarded by my Employers as I am luccefsful ; and l fhall 
** leave it to your goodnefs, and • to your diftinguilhed zeal for 
“ the public' propriety, to give me any inftrudions for my con- 
dud, or to charge me with any advices to General Mathews, 
** as you. may think proper. 

“ r hope' you will pardon this long and irregular' addrefe, and 
« honour me by communicating any part of it that you may. think 
“ -\votthy of : communication to the Gchtlemen of. the CouiiC.il. 

“ I havc fhe honour to be, - &c.. See: 

''■■■■ *»« Donald Campbell.” 

U 2 
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• P. S. When you are af teifure, and, I am able to have' the 
“ honour of attending you, I would wifh to communicate to you 
“ a mote particular detail of my converfation with Hyat Sahib — 
“ what General Mathews’s hopes of fupport from this Goverir- 
“ ment were, and the future plans he then meditated— and my 
“ ideas of the meafures that fhould be purfued by the Prefidency 
** of Fort St. George, to fupport General Mathews, and irrr~ 
“ prove the advantages he has gained. 

“ To JVarren Hajlings , Efy. 

“ Governor-General of Bengal." 

BETTER BROM HYAT SAHIB, ALLUDED TO IN THE FOREGOING. 
(fjfual Introduction.) 

“ I have diredted the affairs of the Soobeh of Hydernagur for 
“ feme years paft, on the partof the Navvavb Hyder. When 
**■ lately attacked by the victorious forces of the Englifh under the 
“ command of General Mathews,; I oppofed him, and fulfilled 
“ my duty in every refpedl ; but feeing the fuperior fortune and 
‘♦ force, of the Englifh, andr receiving propofols for peace from 
** General Mathews, by the£e circumftances, but more efpeci- 
** ally by the perfuafions of Captain Campbell, the fon of Co- 
“ lonel Campbell, who was formerly at Chinaputtan, 1 was 
" induced to come to terms, and delivered up to General Ma? 

“ THEWS- 
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* THEWS the treafury, property, flores and keys of the fonts of 
“ this Country. If I had been difpofed, I had it in my power to 
“ have appropriated this collefted wealth toother purpofes; but, 

“ from a regard to the high fortune of the King of England, 

“ antd the wprig^nefs and integrity of the Englifh People, I have 
” included myfelf in the number of your fervants, and have de- 
“ termined, with the utmoft fmcerity and purity of heart, to 
“ ferve you well and faithfully. By the bleffing of God, under 
“• your aufpices„ my endeavours towards the well and full per- 
“• fbrmance of my duty fhall be ten-fold greater than heretofore r 
“ and as General Mathews intends to proceed to Seringputtam, 
“ your loyal fervant will affift, to the utmoft of his ability and. 
“ power. You will be fully informed on this fubjedl by Captain 
“ Campbell. Honour, and favour, and reward, muft flow from 
“ you-. 

“■ From' the time of your. firft effablifhment in this Country to 
“ the prefenj: period, the engagements of the Engjifh have been 
“ facredly performed and adhered to ; nor have they been wgnt> 
** ing in. their prote&ion of the, honour and dignity of the Sur* 
“ dars of Bengal, , and other places. I hope, from your favour 
“ and benevolence, that you will iflue your commands to Gejie* 
u ral Mathews, to favour me with all due kindnefs and atten- 
“ turn. I hays taken Ihelter under the fhadow of your benpyo* 
“ lence. Captain Campbell has fliewn me great kindne$ ip 
“ this refpeft, and, by encouraging me to hope for your &you$ 

" has 
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“ hafe led me to becbrne your ftrvant. You will be fully informed 
“ of the ft ate of affairs. In' this quartbr by Captain Campbell-’* 
‘‘ letters. ’ 

“ Written on the 25thof SufFur, A. H. 1107.” , 

“ A true copy, 

“ J. P. Auriol, Sec'* 


LETTER TO WARRfiN HASTINGS, ESQ^ 


“ Calcutta, May 2 5, 1783. 

“ Honourable Sir, 

“ Some time ago, I did myfelf the honour of writing to you, 
“ ort the fubjedl of my miflion from HyaT Sahib to this Go- 
“ veriiment. 

“ It is with pleafure I now underftand that you have come to 
“ the refolution of fending ail anfwer to his letter. I cannot help 
“ delivering it as my opinion, that a decided and avowed protec- 
“ tion granted to hirh from this Government, will be productive 
“ of great public utility : but fhould you, add the other Gentle- 
<jr men of the Council, think proper to debliiVe this, from motives 
,l belt known to yourfelves, and Of which I dhall ridt pretend to 
** judge, I beg leave humbly to reprefent, that the fobher Hyat 
“ Sahib’s letter is acknowledged, the more fatisfaCtory it "will be 
“ i:b Ji liim^ arul "the 'more jefficaOious in its probable good confe- 

. 'j v 1 ’ U t +L r ' +*» y. ' * i ' r 1 

** f <juences.' 



( U® ) 

i 

I am ready and anxious to proceed immediately to the other 
“ coaft with the anfwer to Hyat Sahib, and (hall take the liber- 
“ ty of hoping that you will give me inftrudtions to remain fome 
“ time with him, that he may have an opportunity of tranfmit- 
“ ting, through me, any communication that he may wifii to 
“ eftabliih with this Government. I have the pleafure to inform 
“ you, that that Prefideney to which I particularly belong, have 
“ granted me their eonfent to be employed in the final arrangc- 
ment of the Bidanore treaty, fhould your Board think proper to 
“ choofe me as a fit perfon ; and they have further unanimoufly 
“ done me the honour to approve of my conduct in the commence- 
“ ment of this bufinefs., 

“ With, refpeft to the appoinments you may judge right to 
“ allow me, I truft entirely to your own ideas of propriety. I 
“ wifh for nothing more than what is fufficient to defray the ex- 
“ pences of fuch a journey, and to enable me to maintain that 
u charadter in a lituation of this kind which is requifite to pro - 1 
**■ mote the public good.. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatcft refpeft, 

“ Honourable Sir, 

M - Your moft faithful and moil obedient fervant, 

“ Donald Campbell.” 


After 
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' After fome delay, I received inftru&ions, together with a 
letter from Mr. Hastings for Hyat, with which I fet off in 
order to deliver it into his own hands, as follows : 


LETTER TO CAPTAIN DONALD CAMPBELL. 

“ Sir, 

u I have it in command from the Honourable the Governor- 
“ General and Council, to tranfmit you the inclofed anfwer from 
“ the Governor-General to the letter which you brought from 
“ Hyat Sahib, the Foufdar of Bidanore, to this Government, 
“ upon the occafion of his furrendering that Country to the 
“ Company. As you propofe to return to Bidanqre, the Board 
“ requeft that you will deliver this anfwer in perfon to Hyat 
“ Sahib, with affurances from them of every protedlion and 
“ fupport which the eminent fervices rendered by him to the 
“ Company give him fo good a right to expedt, and which they 
“ have it in their power to grant ; and you will acquaint him, 
“ that they have further agreed to recommend him in fuch terms 
“ to the Honourable the Court of Diredlors, as may encourage 
“ him to hope for every attention from their juftice. 

“ Confidering the great importance of the acquifition of Bi- 
“ danore to the Company, its proportionable difadvantage to 
“ the enemy, and the magnitude of the objedt to be obtained 
* by holding out every poffible incitement and encouragement 


“ to 
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“ t0 tKe Managers of the Myfore Country, to throw off a new and 
“ unfettled dependence on the enemy’s Government, m order to 
“ obtain a more fecure and beneficial tenure from the Company’s 
“ poflelfion, the Board are the more readily inclined to afford this 
“ early return to the advances of. Hyat Sahib, in the hope 
“ that it will infpire him with frefh confidence in the Englifh 
Government, and rivet his attachment to it. 

“ It will be at your option, ’either to return immediately with 
Hyat Sahib’s anfwer to the Governor-General's letter, if you 
“ fhall deem it of fufficient confiequence to require it, or to re- 
“ main with him, if you conceive that your refidence there for 
“ any time will be more conducive to the public intcrefts ; but, 
“ in either cafe, you are defired to report the particulars of your 
“ reception and proceedings to this Government, with any othef 
information which you may think it ufcful for them to know. 

“ I am, Sir, 

“ Your moll obedient, humble fervant, 

“ J. P. Auriol, Sec." 

u Fori William, May 29, 178 3." 

It would be unpardonable in me to let this occafion pafs, 
without expreffing the high fenfe I entertain of Mr. Hastings’s 
politenefs, and Sir John Macpherson’s kindnefs and hofpitality, 
during my flay at Calcutta. As to Mr. Hastings, in his public 

X capacity, 
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capacity, it would be prefumptuous and injudicious to lay much, 
as he now Hands for the judgment of the higheft Tribunal in this 
Country. My own observation leads me to conlider him as a 
man of found, acyte and brilliant talents, and of a vaft and com- 
prehenfive mind— of manners fociable, amiable, meek and un- 
affeded — and of a difpofition truly benevolent. His fuperior 
knowledge of the political interefts of Indoftan, and particularly 
of the affairs of the Eaft India Company, has never been queftion- 
ed ; and, if the fufFrage of the People of India may be allowed to 
decide, his condud as Governor-General, though, like every thing 
human, intermixed with error, was, on the whole, great and lau- 
dable — for I declare I fcarcely ever heard a man in India, Na- 
tive or European, cenfure him, although he was often the fob- 
jed of converfation with all perfons and in all companies in the 
Eaft. 

The focial virtues of Sir John Macpherson are fo well 
known, that it would be fuperfluous to notice them. The, fame 
friendlhip and hofpitality I experienced in his houfo, has been 
ftiared by many, who, are not backward in doing him ample juftice 
on that head. But his condud during his fhort adminiftration 
can be known only by thofe who make the political concerns of 
India a fubjed of ftudious attention. . To enter into a detail of 
his various wife regulations for the reftoration of the Company’s 
affairs, would be deftrudive of the end I propofe, which is, by a 
concife and fimple fummary of the whole, to render a fair pidure 

of 
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of his adminiftration lo clear as to be undcrftood by any perlon, 
however ignorant he may be of the politics of that Country, and 

lb brief as not to difcourage the reading of it. 

/ 

Sir John Macpheuson took the reins of Government into 
his hands on the fir ft of February, 1785. He found the Com- 
pany’s revenues diminilhed, and their expenditure increafed, by the 
continual claims of Proprietors, Directors, and Miniftcrs, to a 
lhare in the patronage of Mr. Hastings— and a public debt ac- 
cumulating to an enormous amount. He therefore faw the ne- 
ceffity of putting in pra&ice every expedient pollible, and trying 
every experiment that the ftatc of the Country fuggefted, as likely" 
to promote an increafe of the revenue, a diminution of the public 
expenditure, and a liquidation of the debt. He, therefore, 
on the fourteenth day of his adminiftration, commenced a re- 
form, which he continued with indefatigable zeal and induftry to 
introduce through the various departments of Goverument---and, 
beginning with himfelf, diteharged his body-guards. While he 
was thus employed in India, tire Company and Parliament in 
England were unremittingly -engaged in coniidcring and molding 
into lhape a fyftem of reform alfo ; and, extraordinary as it may 
appear, the faft is^hat the fagaeity of Mr. Macpheuson had 
adopted by anticipation, and actually reduced to pra&icc, the 
identical fpeculative reforms which the Parliament and Company 
were proceeding upon in England ; and the general plan of re- 
form which pafled the Court of Directors on the eleventh of 
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April, 1785, bad been actually carried into execution by Sir 
John Macphejison in Bengal, in the months of February, 
March and April, 1785. He made arrangements for the diffu- 
fion of knowledge— eftablilhed the fettlement of Pulo Penang, or 
Prince of Wales’s Ifland— fettled the Bank of Calcutta on a firm 
balls — regulated the markets — and, by a plan of his own concep- 
tion, lecured the Company from the accuftomed fraudulent com- 
pofitions with Zemindars, by bonding their balances, and making 
the bonds cancelable only by the Court of Directors. In fine, he 
introduced and carried into effedt a iyftcm of reform which had a 
moft liulden and falutary eftedt on the Britilh affairs in India ; and 
in an adminiftration of only eighteen months, he had the felicity to 
perceive the fruits of his wifdom and induftry maturing — to re- 
ceive that bell: of earthly rewards, the efteem and applaufe of his 
Fellow-citizens— and to be honoured by the bell of Sovereigns 
with the dignity of a Baronet. 

While 1 was at Sir John Macpherson’s houlc, I happened, 
in converfation one day with Mr. Macauley, Sir John’s Secre- 
tary, to be talking over fome part of my adventures ; and found 
to my aftonilhment, that he had, in his route to India, accident- 
ally hired the very l'ervant whom I had loll: ^ Trie lie by lending 
him for letters to Venice ; and Mr. Macauley allured me, that 
he, found him polfefled of all the good qualities I had expedled to 
meet in him : but the poor fellow had died befpre my arrival at 
Calcutta, to my great mortification and difappointment. 

As 
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As the feafon in which I was to leave Calcutta was very un- 
favourable for a voyage by fea, and the coaft thereabouts is one of 
the moft inhofpitable in the world, I fet off by land for M dras, 
and in my way had an opportunity of l'urveying that curious and 
grotelque monument of lupcrftitious folly, called the Jagranaut 
Pagoda. It is an immenle, barbarous ftru&ure, of a kind of 
pyramidal form, embellilhed with devices cut in ftone-work, not 
more Angular than difgufting. Chriftian Idolators, in forming 
types and figures of divine beings, always endeavour to reprefent 
them with perlonal beauty, as proportionate to their divine 
nature as human fkill can make it. Thofe Pagans, on the con- 
trary, in forming their idols, caft out every veftige of beauty — 
every thing that, by the confent of Mankind, is fuppofed to con- 
vey pleating fenfations ; and, in their place, fubftitute the moft 
extravagant, unnatural deformity, the moft loathfome naftinels, 
the moft difgufting obfeenitv. It is notin language to convey an 
adequate idea of their temples and idols ; and if it was, no pur- 
pole could be anfwered by it, only the excitement of painful and 
abominable fenfations. To keep pace with the figures of their 
idols, a chief Bramin, by fome accurfed artificial means, (by 
herbs, I believe), brought to a moft unnatural form, and 
enormous dimenfions, that which decency forbids me to mention ; 
and the pure and fpotlefs women, who from infancy have been 
fhut up from the fight of men, even of their brothers, are brought 

to 
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to kifs this difgu fling and misfhapen mbnfler, under the pre- 
poflerous belief that it promotes fecundity. 

In this Pagoda Hands the figure of Jagranaut, (their god un- 
der Brama) ; and a fightly figure it is truly ! — nothing more than 
a black Hone, in an irregular pyramidal form, having two rich 
diamonds in the top by way of eyes, and a nofc and mouth painted 
red. For this god, five hundred Priefls arc daily employed in 
boiling food, which, as he fcldom eats it, they doubtlefs convert 
to their own ul'e in the evening. 

I flopped at Vizagapatnam for a few days with Mr. Russel, 
who was Chief of that place. His flyle of living was fo exablly 
fimilar to that of an elegant family refiding at their country-houle 
in England, that I felt mvfelf more happy and comfortable than 
I had been fince my arrival in India ; and that happinefs was much 
increafcd by meeting Mr. Maxton, who was married to Mr. 
Russel’s daughter. This Gentleman and I had, when mere 
boys, been fhipmates on our firfl going out to India : a warm 
friendfhip took place between us, which has met with no inter- 
ruption, but rather increafed from lapfe of time, and greater ha- 
bits of intimacy. To fee a man whom 1 fb entirely efleemed, in 
poffeffion of the mod perfect domeffic felicity, and furrounded by 
a number of afniable connexions and friends, was to me a fubjeft 
of the mofl pleafing contemplation. 


LETTER 
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letter lxiii. 


Leaving Vizagapatnam, I took my route along the 
coaft, and arrived at Mafulipatam, where I heard rumours of the 
anfortunate fate of General Mathews. This threw fuch a damp 
upon my fpirits, that all the hofpitality and kindnefs of Mr. 
Daniel, the Chief, could fcarcely raife me from defpondence; 
and on my arrival at Madras, I found the whole amply com- 
tirmed. 

As Hvat Sahib's affair yet remained unfettled, and I confi- 
dered myfelf in a degree pledged to obtain him fome fatisfa&ion 
for his fervices" in furrendering the Province of Bidanore, and to 
fulfil my engagements with him and the Supreme Council, I de- 
termined to proceed to Bombay, notwithstanding the difafter of Ge- 
neral Mathews, which had entirely crufhed all my private pro- 
fpefls in that quarter, and to cp-operate with Hyat Sahib in fuch 
meafures as might yet remain to us for promoting the public good. 

I left Madras, therefore, and profecuted my journey without any 
material interruption until I reached Palamcotah, where the chagrin 
arifing from my various difappointments, co-operating with fatigue 
and climate, threw me into a fit of ficknefs, which confined me 
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to my bed for five or fix weeks. Upon recovering a little, l 
crawled on to Anjengo, where, at the houfe of Mr. Hutchinson, 
the Refident, (who treated me with cordial kindncfs), I waited 
for an opportunity of getting to Bombay, and during that time 
laid in a flock of ftrength and fpirits : at length a Europe lhip 
touching at Anjengo on her way to Bombay, I obtained a paflage, 
and proceeded. 

At Bombay I found Hyat Sahib, it having beeu deemed ex- 
pedient to lend him away from Bidanore on the approach of 
Tippoo with his army, where I received from him a confirma- 
tion of what I have ftated refpe&ing General Mathews re- 
ceiving only two lacks of rupees and a necklace. And now, as 
peace was negociating between us and Tippoo, and my remaining 
on the Malabar coaft could be of little ufe, I determined to return 
to the Carnatic. And here I have an incident to add to the many 
difagreeable occurrences of my life, in which, with intentions the 
moil innocent, I was made the fiibjed of obloquy and unmerited 
icandal. 

Juft at the time I was leaving Bombay, a young Lady, the 
daughter of a perfon formerly of high rank in India, and now a 
Member of Parliament, but whole name it would be ufelefs to 
mention, wifhed to return to the Carnatic ; and I, at the requeft 
of herfelf, and another Lady with whom fhe lived, unguardedly 
took charge of her during the journey. Before bur departure, 
I reflected upon the difficulties and impropriety of this ftep, and 
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cor£munjpate3 my ideas to the Ladies, who, inftead of liftening 
to the objections I ftarted, prefled me to fulfil my promilc : I con- 
fcntQp^ purely from principles of politenefs and good-nature. 
During the courfe of our journey, fhe unfolded to me, of her own 
accord, certain a&s of cruelty and injuftice (he had fuffered from her 
father, at the inftigation of her mother-in-law , with a ftory of her 
innocence having fallen, and her reputation having been deftroyed, 
by a connection of the Lady under whole charge (he was, and 
who for that realbn had prefled her departure with me; and added, 
(he was fo difgufted with India, that (he determined to quit it ; 
and entreated me to aflift her in the accompliflnneut of her 
wifhes. I difapproved, in the molt unqualified terms, of her 

projeCt gave her the bed and moft difinterefted advice — and, 

through the whole difagreeable bu finds which was impofed upon 
me, aCted merely with a view to her honour and happinefs ; and 
feverai of the moft refpeCtable people in Palamcotah, where (lie 
pafled fome time, and at Madras, where (lie afterwards refided, 
could atteft the delicacy of my conduCt towards her, as w ell as 


the concern and intereft I took in everj thing that was like!) to 
be of advantage to her. 

This is a fair ftatement of the matter ; and yet, on account of 
it, I was moft^infamoufly fcandalized ; and the fcandal reached 
even the ears of my father, whom, however, I (oon latisficd on 
that head. But that' which ftung me to the quick was the con- 
duCI of (ome of my own relations, (who, if they even could not 
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juftlfy or approve, ought at lead to have been filent), inlecoming 

the thod virulent of my detraitors — though, when the &l?a>fa£ter 
* 

of thole very relations had on former occafions been reflected 
upon, I ftood up and defended them at the imminent hazard of 
my life. Such conduit appeared to me mod. atrocious; for, 
whether from affeition, felfifhnefs, or pride, I always drenuoufly 
fupportcd my relations, if I heard them traduced in their ab- 
fence — and, when I was not able to judify their proceedings, at 
lead fuppreffed the converfation. To a man who had uniformly 
aited lo, were there even no reciprocation of family affeition, 
mutual judice demanded different treatment from that I expe- 
rienced, which could have fprung only from depravity of heart, 
poverty of intellect, and the mod abjeii meannefs of fpirit. And 
what is remarkable on this, as well as on other occafions, thofe 
who had been under the greated obligation to my father and my- 
felf, were the mod inveterate. 

On the death of my father, looking over his papers in the 
prefence of the Deputy Sheriff of Argyll, and three other Gen- 
tlemen, we met with a letter on the fubjeit from the young Lady’s 
father to mine, refleiling in a grofs manner on my charaifer. I 
direitly wrote to that Gentleman, explaining the whole affair, and 
demanding judice to be done to my reputation. Upon an ecclaire- 
ciflement of the matter* he wrote to me a complete apology, ac- 
knowledging that he had ailed on that occafxon through mifrepre- 
fentation, and had too eafily given credit to ill-founded reports ; and 
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} laying, that as the letter in queftion had, by the perutal of thq 
, Depuj^tljfherifF and other Gentlemen, in forae meafure become a 
'matter of public notoriety, he thought it incumbent on him to 
make that apology, and to exprefs his fincere regret for any detri- 
ment I might have fuftained, by his yielding unguardedly to a hid- 
den impulfc of paffion, caufed, as he was then perfectly convinced, 
by mifmformation. 

Thus was my character at once cleared of a calumny which 
the induftrious villany of a few had contrived to propagate through 
every fpot of the earth where I was known. 

This ftory may ferve as an inftruftive leffon to you, my Fre- 
derick, to avoid, in the very firft inftance, any connexion with 
women that in the probable courfe of things can lead to private 
a£ls of confidence : they are at belt indifereet — tend, as in this 
cafe, to make a man a dupe — and never fail to lead to featldal and 
reproach. You will alfo, from the letter of the Lady’s father, • 
found eight or ten years after it was written Among my father’s 
papers, fee the impropriety and hazard of committing your 
thoughts incautioufly to paper. I have known it frequently, as in: 
this inftance, end in mortification and regret. 1 

. Before quitting entirely the Malabar coaid, I took a tript® 
Surat, which amply repaid me for my trouble. It furpafles any 
part of India for extent and variety of commerce, for populous 
ftreets and faburbs, and for a continually moving fcenc of opulence) 
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For a more minute account of it, I refer you to the Rilr- 
jjal, who, though not generally accurate, is ib elegant, you 
will be able, from his defcription, to form a lively conception of- 
the place, and its lingular cuftoms. 

Here I was received in a very friendly maunerby Mr. Seton. 
And indeed I may now once for all declare, that at every place 
where I flopped, and every poll I pafled, from my leaving Eng- 
land till -my return, I experienced the molt kind and liberal recep- 
tion, and the moft afliduous attention : my wants of every kind, 
whether of veffels, boats, guards of Sepoys, letters of introduc- 
tion, &c. being fupplied by anticipation, I had fcarcely occafion 
to make a requeft, or exprefs a wilh ; nor was the attention 
lhcwn to the public l'ervice lefs than that which was manifefted 
for my private convenience. To kindnels lo truly conlolatory as 
it then was to me, I never look back without fentiments of un- 
bounded gratitude and unfeigned acknowledgment. 

My journeys by land in India after my Ihipwreck, indepen- 
dent of long voyages by fea, amounted to more than three thou- 
fand miles. After getting back to Madras, my health being ma- 
terially injured, I refolved to return to England : but, having feen 
almoft all the Company’s poffeflions, I felt a curiofity to fee China, 
and determined to make that my way. To render this route 
Blore agreeable to me, Lord Macartney, in addition to his 
other favours, gave me the following handfome letter of in- 
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ti^duAbn to Mr. Pigou, the Company’s chief Supercargo 
Xatvtof} : 

• 5 > 


“ Fort St. George , July 23 , 178 , 4 . 

“ Sir, 

“ This letter will be dilivered to you by Captain Donald 
“ Campbell, of this Eftablifhment— a Gentleman who has fig- 
“ nalized himfelf on many occafions, but more particularly by 
“ his ability and addrefs in accomplifhing the furrender of the 
“ fort of Bidanore, at which place he had been long a prilbner. 
“ His ill Bate of health contracted there, renders a voyage to 
“ China, perhaps to Europe, abfolutely necefiary. Should he 
“ remain any time at your Settlement, I (hall be much obliged 
“ to you for any attention and civility ffiewn to him ; and I ihall 
« be happy, on any occafion you may afford me, of returning 
“ your polite attention to an Officer of fo much merit as Captain 
“ Campbell, and of proving how much I am, 

“ Sir, 

“ Your moft "obedient and moft humble fervant, 

“Macartney.” 

“ To William Henry Pigou, Efq. 

I had alfo a letter to Mr. Freeman, another Supercargo 
there; by whom, as well as by Mr. Pigou, I was treated with 
great politenels: and Mr. Freeman being obliged to leave Canton, 

and 



( 174 ) 


*nd go to Macao* • for rpcoyery of hi? health, ixmfod nic >t< ’ 
accompany him there. ■ , I availed myfelf oftthe oppu;^turjit)y t 
and, as wc went all alohg through the rivers, had an pppoftfqjit) 
of feeing more of the Country than many of the Europeans who 
vifit that Country. With the obfervations which I made in ihc 
courfe of this excurfion and my refidence at Canton, I would 
furnith you, but that Lord Macartney’s Embafly is juft returned 
from that Country ; and there is every reafon to hope that he, o; 
fome of the Gentlemen who attended him, and who poffefs lupc- 
rior abilities and more ample materials, will favour the Public 
with a much more perfect account than mine could poffibly be. 

While I remained at Canton, a very difagreeable rupture took 
place between the Factory and the Cbiuefe. An Englilh fhip 
lying at Wampoa, in faluting, Mattered aChinefeboat ; by which 
accident, two men in it were much hurt with the (plinters, and' one 
of them died of his wounds foon after. The matter was clearly 
explained to the Mandarins ; and they feemed to be (atisfied that 
.it was merely an accident. A few days after, the Supercargo of 
*4he (hip was forcibly feized, and carried into the city: the Council 
met, and determined to fend for the Sailors from the (hips ; and in 
the evening after dark, fifteen or fixteen boats, with, four or five 
hundred men, attempted, in an irregular manner, to come up to 
Canton— -were fired upon by the Chinefe boats and forts in palling, 
,and, with a few men. wounded, yrere compelled to retreat. 
Nothing could furpafs the confternatioo and indecifion . of the 
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Council ;and after the moft humiliating language, they were 
to appeafe the Chinefe, and fettle the affair by giving up 
the' gunner of the fhip to their refentment. 

On the 29th December, 1784, I embarked in the Ponfborne 
Eaft-Indiaman, Captain HajvTmet, in which I had come from 
Madras to China ; and, after a tolerable voyage of five months 
and two days, got on board a fifhing-boat off Falmouth, and was 
put on fhore there, having been exactly four years and five days 
from England. 

Such was my impatience to fee you, that I wrote from 
Falmouth for you to meet me at Bath. We arrived there the 
fame day ; and never in my life did I experience fuch tranfport as in 
firft prefling you to my bofbm : I found you all that my heart could 
wifh ; and I muft, in juftice to my opinion, aver, that not one 
adtion of your life has tended fince to give me a moment's pain : on 
the contrary, I have every reafon to be fatisfied that my fanguine 
hopes of you will be realized. The turn of your thoughts and 
actions have been vigilantly watched and clofely examined by me ; 
and from your affeftion to myfelf and your mother, your gentle 
deportment to my domeftics, your franknefs and candour with 
your brother and fchool-fellovvs— even from your fondnefs for your 
favourite dog Pompey, and frequent filent contemplations of. the 
etchings of his countenance, I have drawn the moft pleating 
prefages of purity and innocence of heart, fweetnefs of temper, 
and refined honour and generality. If it pleafes God to fpare 

your 



( 176 ) 

>our life, and Strengthen your constitution, I 
of men,- notwithstanding the inroad mai 
by the hardships and afflictions I had undergi 
arofe from unavoidable accident, and Some from malignant and 
unnatural persecution, arifing from bale envy, dictated by cow- 
ardly revenge. I do not wiSh you to know who the wretches are : 
I only wilh you to know that fuch deteftable paffions do exiSt in 
human nature — that, warned by their wickednels to me, you 
may, in your progrefs through life, be cautious, temperate and 
guarded. 

Another thing I am anxious to imprefs upon the mind, parti- 
cularly', of your brother John, is the danger of a warm, impetu- 
ous temper. Many of the hazards and difficulties of my life arolc 
from the predominance of a fiery fpirit, and an ungovernable, 
mistaken ambition. A Single initance will Serve to fhew it. 
When I was under the command of Captain, afterwards General 
Mathews, in his regiment of Cavalry, being cantoned at a 
place called Tuckolam, in the neighbourhood of extenfive woods, 
information was brought us that wild bulls infefted the neighbour- 
;hg villages, and had killed fome people : we prepared to enter 
the wood, and deSlroy, if poffible, thole ferocious animals, which 
had become the terror and destruction of the contiguous country. 
The origin of thole wild herds was this — From time immemo- 
rial, a religious cuftom had prevailed among the Pagan inhabi- 
tants, of offering a calf to the wood upon the accomplishment of 
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•ny^avwmte purpole, fuch as the lafe delivery of his wife, or the 
obtaining an employment, &c. In procefs of time, thofe calves 
bred, and became numerous and incredibly fierce, independent 
of protecting the defencelefs natives, it was in itfelf a moft inter- 
efting kind of hunting. The mode of doing it was this — A large 
party, well mounted, galloping in a body up to a great flock, and 
marking out the fierceft champion of the whole, attacked him 
with fwords and piftols. One day, a bull which was wounded, 
and thereby rendered more fierce, though not lefs vigorous, got 
polled in fome thick bulhes, in fuch a manner as to be approached 
only in front : a whim of themoft extravagant kind came into my 
head, luggefted by vain-glory and youthful fire — I thought it un- 
generous for fo many to attack him at once ; and, wifhing to have 
the credit of liibduing him, I difmounted from my horfe, and at- 
tacked him with a pike : I foon, however, had caufe to repent 
this rafh and unwarrantable ftep ; it had nearly been fatal to me — 
for the bull fbon threw the pike into the air, and, had it not been 
for the very gallant exertions of my Brother Officers, who rod£ 
in upon him, and refcued me at the moment that the brute's 1 
horns had touched my coat, I mufl have been killed. An Indiah 
Officer, who was in my troop, particularly diftinguifhed himfelf, 
at the imminent hazard of his life, the bull having tofled his horfe 
and himlelf to a diftance from his horns. At this time I was 
but eighteen years of age, and had not the judgment to reflect, that 
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if I had been killed,, toy fate! would be attended swith y»nly 
pity or (com for my folly? whereas, had I fu&ceededy the whole 
reward of my danger would have been the ufelels applaufe of 
iome youngfters, idle and inconfi derate as myfelf— while my 
ralhncfs would liave been reprobated by every man whole good 
opinion was worth enjoying. One or two people who were pre- 
l'cnt at the time, are now living in great repute in England. We 
fucceeded, however, in driving thoi'e wild cattle into the interior 
recefTes of the wood, dividing the flclh of thole we killed among 
fiich, of the poor Sepoys as would eat it, and thereby rendered ef- 
lential lervice to the contiguous villages. 

Often when I have heard, in cofFee-houfes and play-houfes, 
tome of our fportiug Iparks boafting of their prowels over a timid 
hare or a feeble fox, I could not help recollecting with relpeCt the 
hunters of India, who chafe the deltruCtive monitors of the 
forelt— the boar, the tyger, the hyena, the bull, or the buffalo; 
and, while they Iteel the nerves, animate the courage, and, by 
habitual deeds of pith, fit themfelves for war, render effential 
lervice to their fellow-creatures, and lave the lives and property 
of thoulands. Such greatnefs of fpirit, under the controul of 
good ienfe, and the direction of prudence, muff render a, man 
relpeCtable— but, if not managed with diferetion, leaves a man 
no other praile than that of a magnanimous madman. Take 
every opportunity, my dear Frederick, of . inculcating thefe 
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ps^cepts in the mind of your brother : the natural warmth of his 
■ temper often maxes me fearful of the mifchievous conlequences 
which I have mylelf too often experienced— though, I thank 
God, it never ftimulated me to revenge, or to a premeditate in- 
tention of injuring any one. 

I have already laid more than once, that I have a moll: perfect 
conviction your amiable difpolition will enfure to you the love of 
Mankind ; but it will at the fame time lubjed you to many iinpo- 
iitions — to guard againft which, a great lhare of fternncfs islbme- 
times neceflary : there is, belides, a certain degree of fortitude 
ablolutely requilite to give 1 lift re to a gentle dilpofitibn ; without 
it, meeknel’s is thought timidity— -modefty-, wcaknefs— and the 
charming mildnefs of the forgiving heart, abided as the pitiful re- 
lourcc of abjed appreheniion and a mean Ipirit. There are times, 
therefore, when the wickednels of tnen, and the cultoms of the 
world, make it neceflary to lay afide the lamb, and aflume the 
lion. Europe at this moment prefents an awful and alarming 
crifis. In a neighbouring Country, the condud of the higher 
claffes of lociety has produced a dreadful convullion : focial order 
has been fubverted, and the liability of property annihilated : all 
realbning from the hiltory of former times is found inapplicable to 
the prefent : the fyftem of warfare itfelf has undergone a revolu- 
tion ; and no man is able to lay from pofitive inference, “ Thus 
will it be to-morrow.” Our inliilar fituation, thank God! pro- 
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property Hand in ; moft CouhtHes on the Continent, make our 
ftate iii England enviabM. The t‘?rne’ i iS' nevertheleft pregnant 
with extraordinary event } andyOu are rid# approaching that age 
at which men Ihould be ready to aft at the call of their Cdttntry. 
It is therefore fitting for you to make fuch thing9 the fubjeft of 
frequent contemplation— to habituate your mind to the meeting 
of danger, fo as to be ready, at a moment’s warning, to lay down 
your life, if neceflary, for the good of your Couhtry ; for, after 
all, my Frederick, what avails it whether we die in this way 
or in that ? — to die with honour and a good conlcience, is all. Let 
prejudice be laid afide — and who, poflelTed of common fenfe, 
could hefitate a moment to prefer death in the field, to death with 
the loathfome aggravation of ficknefs, the crocodile tears of pre- 
tended friends, and the painful emotions and lamentations of 
thole who really love us ? 

Finally, I muft obferve, that at the time I left India, the 
affairs of the Britilh Nation wore lo very lowering an afpeft, all 
perlons acquainted with our concerns there, allowed nothing but a 
long feries of wife meafures, With the beft efficient fervarits ‘ to 
execute them, could relcue the Company from ruin. 1 am 
happy in being able now to ftate, without the poffibility of con- 
tradiction, that the clouds which menaced us in that quarter have 
fince been gradually diffipating beneath the meafures of the Boa rd 
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; and are at 
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The choice of 

•fiich a perfou for the Government of India, reflefis credit on His 
• Majesty’s Councils, and evinces that the paternal care and 
folicitude of our amiable Sovereign extend to the moft remote 
part of the Empire. 



END OE KART Ilf. 








i x: 


LETTER FROM GEmiR.il MA THEWS, 

TO 

THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OF TIIE EAST INDIA COMPANY. 


(referred to in the foregoing letters*) 


.Honourable Strs, 

I have the honour of informing you of ‘flic fuccefs df -your arim 
the Malabar Coaft. You will have received advhes of the outlet of the 
Expedition from Bombay, and the general purpoit of it. On the 12th of De. 
•ccmber, T fatted with a fmatl party ; and thought proper, of my own accord, 
to land at Rajamundroag, in -preference any other place— becaufe, on this 
part-of the Coaft, I had the double advantage of being able to fccure my lei f 
until reinforced, and to procure provbions, which I could not have done at 
'Cundapore, or any place to the Southward, by reafon of -the numerous gar- 
^ilbns, and the vicinity of them to the capital. The meafurcs and difpofitions 
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of the Gentlemen at.Bg 
upon being timely r?infj 
Rajamundroog is onthl 
beft river on the C$aft, I 
fliort time wa^takeivudj 
a cooly, carriage! or bullock, tq convey any ftores. The battering canpon, 
ammunition, provifions, &c. were fent by. fca.; and the great additions that 
Hyder had made to the. fortifications of Onpre and fortified Ifland, prevented 
my entering the river with the fmall craft, and obliged me to land every thing . 
through a heavy furf on the beach, and then to crofs the river to the North- 
ward of the fort, Thefe impediments were got over ; and a practicable breach 
being effected, the aflault was made — and thtfgarrifon, confining of two thou- 


fand five hundred men, were either killed, drowned, or made prifoners. — 
Shortly after this event, the .troops from the. Southward* under. Lieutenant* 
Colonel Macleod, were landed at Rajamundroog* To wait for a jun&ion, 
would take up much time ; fo, that not a moment fhould be loft, I embarked, 
-and landed near Cundapore, under the fire of the Bombay Grab and the Intrepid, 
and immediately feized ,a fmaJIfort that ferved to fepure our ftores. The enemy 
were in fight, and. fcioiaaed. numerous : fome prifoners that we took, reckoned 
them at twelve hundred Horfe, one thou fand Sepoys, and. five hundred. Beons. . 
My party was compofed of three hundred and fifty Europeans, fi^c* hundred 
Sepoys, and, four fmall field-pieces — with which Lmarchcd, fiefh towards the 
enemy, who. drew back, and then l proceeded to„Cundapore, Theyinconw 
moded my rear very much ; but being determined .to attack the. fort* I only 
afted on the defenfive, and. at feven in the evening got poffeflion of the. for£. 
and the fcvcral redoubts that commanded the riyer., The grand objed of the. 
Expedition, an attack upon Bidanore, remained to be undertaken and much, 
ferious reflection it required before the hazardous enterprizc fhould be deter- 
mined on.— Your Honours will nqw take a view of the ftate of my army: No* 
carriage-bullock, and the few draft not able to draw eight light field-pieces^ 
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the fecond barrier 
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'by fce& detack&a 
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due tbe honour offtti* day. Battery after battery waMaken j and the poffeffion 
of the fort on fcheAop of the Ghaut, about five in the afternoon, called Hyder- 
ghur, ver owned the whole. At tliis fort we found mounted thirty pieces of 
cannon, from twenty-four to four pounders ; and at the different works in the 
pais* forty others, from four to twelve. 

r*» When we contemplated the numerous redoubts and the heigbtof tlie Ghaut, 
«dnd wese-tokthy prifoners that wte had drove off feventeen thoufimd men, in- 
cluding difmounted Cavalry, regular Sepoys, and match-lock Peons, we could 
not confider the viftory we had gained as due to us— -our weak efforts would 
have been in vain. The progiefs of your arms 4s to be aferibed to the Divine 
Will. In the courfe of tins war, Providence has been peculiarly bountiful — 
When we were in want of rice, we were fore to (find a fopply left for our ufe 
;by the enemy— when our mufquct-amrounition was expended, the enemy’s 
magazines fumifhed us abundantly — cannon we found in every fort, and fuch 
quantities of warlike ft ores, that we are apt to fuppofe that Hyder fopplied aH 
iiis garrifons front (this Coaft and from Bidanore. Hyderghiir is about fourteen 
miles from Hydernagur, alias Bidanore, the capital of the Province. 

In the night of the day that we gained the Ghaut, I was vifited by Captain 
Donald Campbell, the fon of Colonel Charles Campbell. He had been 
wrecked off the Coaft, was feized, and kept in irons, until the approach of this 
army caufcd the Jeipadar to^eleafe him, to employ him as an Arafciffador. His 


meffage was, that the JemaBat* Having loft his Mafter (Hyder), and being upon 
bad terms with Tippoo Sahib, wottd willingly put himfelf under tlie proteftlon 
the Cottipany 9 provided that ^management of the Cwntry was continued 
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letnrned with it, and was to tell* the Jemadar that I fhonld march in the morning. 

Not expeft ing the great fuccefs that we had met with by forcing the pafs on 
the main road, I had detached Lieutenant* Colonel Magleod to the left, to 
afeend the Ghaut through a narrow path, in order to attack Hyderghur in the 
rear. The abfence of this detachment, and the fatigue of the former day, re- 



duced my party to about four hundred Europeans and fevem hundred* Sepoys ; 
and all my guns were at the bottom of the Ghaut. With this' detachment 
I moved towards Bidanore, and was within a mile pfr the wails before any 
meflage came from Captain Campbell or the Jemadar : but having nothing to 
apprehend in the field from the panic-ftruck enemy, wo continued our march 
until the welcome approach of Captain Campbell affured me the place was our 
own. On entering it, I was pleafed to fee about four hundred of your Sepoys 
that had been taken in the Carnatic, wljj? offered me their fcrvice. Upon 
vifiting the Jemadar, I repeated my affurances, that while he behaved faithfully 
to the Company, the management of the Country fhculd be continued to him 
and, although the.fword mull be in your hands, that he fhould have as much 
power and influence as his flation required, and that you would not refufe 
fettling upon him very sample allowances. The enemy being ih force, and my 
ajriay much weakened, with other difagreeable matters that occurred, prevented* 
my further advance than to take poflefBon of two forts to the Ea ft ward ; for, 
being appMfhenfive that the Killidar of Mangalore would not deliver up thatr 
place to, the. order of Hvat Sahib, and confidering that famous fca-port of 
more confluence to your affairs than acquiring territory beyond the mountains,- 
liheldvio)rfdfiiv<roadkic^ to march that way, and was forced to lay ficge to it. 






army of iwo lacks and 
, he ro|ucft(*d 1 would 
lefts fcfpc&ing my lol f v 
avc, 1 (hould certainly 
and lliallVail your or - 
former and tbc prefen t 
fervices may entitle me to your good opinion, and to your acquicfceiue in thus 
rewarding me, is left to the generality of your Honours; but l hog that you will 
believe, that, during the courfc of my fervices, every thing of a funilar nature 
thall be laid before you. 

It it were poffiblc to fatisfy the avidity of a body of men, this little:, ,m ^ 
would have a fufficiency of honour and profit to till the molt greedy v.utt '^in- 
firmities of nature arc not to he controuledbv rcafon. Avarice ol the moft p 
eious tendency has pervaded the limits ofi’ciifc,and ftqijK-d ltcyond the 1 ■'tun! f ‘‘ 
duty. The army, not content with acquiring, at the different place ♦hint ,\w 
been takeirton the coaft in fliips of war, naval ftores, merchandize, & c. See. a,. w j 
in goods of various kinds at Bidanore, which altogether the Jemadar (ays may 
be valued at thirty lacks of pagodas ; they feck to deprive the Jemadar ot his 
private property, under pietenec of the lawful rights of war ; and allume a 
ftyle and manner in their clamours and united addreffes, that appears intended 
ro force from me what I think ought to be preferved foi tile public lervu e, and 
for the benefit of the Honourable Company. The manner that the fort and city 
was delivered to the Company, does not authorize me to touch private property ; 
aiyJ the cowl implies a perfed fecurity for all fuel). Would your Honouis be 
pleal'ed, that by any rapacious atfion of your Commander m Chief, that lie or the 
troops fhould forfeit the good opinion that may he entertained of them fiom 
their rapid fuccefs.or that the public ferviec lhould beconfidc.edasafecomlaiv 
objedl? Our name lias fallen almoft to contempt ; but, as t.u lav. in i . 
power, it Ihull be recovered, if not railed to its former eminence. 


thirty 

accept 


pationafton to the 
||^aits.io^r 1, jj!a4furc ; 
| thefe I0(|v 


epliedjfthat «ie le 

embrace that fortunate njMncnt to aMtoladependence, 


ders as to the difpofal of iivttitclu of rupees,; Hoyt tar my 


March i6, 1 7S3. 


nxis. 







s ,v f 

/y S 

)<t. ' W». \ 


!■ 


954.05/CAM/I */ 1 



14502 




